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Istanbul 
      Istanbul is the largest city in Turkey, constituting the country's economic, 

cultural, and historical heart. Istanbul is a transcontinental city in Eurasia, with its 

commercial and historical centre lying on the European side and about a third of 

its population living on the Asian side of Eurasia. With a population of 14.1 

million, the city forms the largest urban agglomeration in Europe as well as the 

largest in the Middle East, and the sixth-largest city proper in the world. Istanbul 

straddles the Bosphorus strait in northwestern Turkey, between the Sea of 

Marmara and the Black Sea. 

        Founded on the Sarayburnu promontory around 660 BC as Byzantium, the 

city now known as Istanbul developed to become one of the most significant cities 

in history. For nearly sixteen centuries following its reestablishment as 

Constantinople or Nea Roma ("New Rome") in 330 AD, it served as the capital of 

three empires: the Roman and Byzantine (330–1204 and 1261–1453), the Latin 

(1204–1261), and the Ottoman (1453–1922) empires. It was instrumental in the 

advancement of Christianity during Roman and Byzantine times, before the 

Ottomans conquered the city in 1453 and transformed it into an Islamic 

stronghold and the seat of the Ottoman Caliphate.  

       Approximately 11.6 million foreign visitors arrived in Istanbul in 2012, two 

years after it was named a European Capital of Culture, making the city the 

world's fifth-most-popular tourist destination. The city's biggest draw remains its 

historic center, partially listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, and its cultural 

and entertainment hub can be found across the city's natural harbor, the Golden 

Horn, in the Beyoğlu district. Considered a global city, Istanbul is one of the 

fastest-growing metropolitan economies in the world. It hosts the headquarters of 

many Turkish companies and media outlets and accounts for more than a quarter 

of the country's gross domestic product. Hoping to capitalize on its revitalization 

and rapid expansion, Istanbul bid for the Summer Olympics five times in twenty 

years. 
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Natural Resources 

   Water : 
early all of Istanbul's drinking water (97%) comes from surface water 

collected in reservoirs. Its most important water sources are the Omerli-

Darlik system on the Asian side and the Terkos-Alibeykoy system on 

the European side. Both systems consist of dams, reservoirs, water 

treatment plants and pipelines. Many of the reservoirs that supply Istanbul are 

located within the metropolitan area and are exposed to pollution from 

settlements without adequate sanitation. Water quality is theoretically controlled 

by conservation zones around the reservoirs which limit construction and 

industrial activities in four concentric buffer zones with increasingly strict 

regulations the closer the zones are to the reservoirs. However, there is little 

enforcement of these regulations in the face of rapid and often unplanned 

urbanization. Illegal settlements sprang up around the reservoirs, fueled by land 

speculation. Subsequently they became de facto legalized with their own 

municipal administrations elected mayors. 

 

The Bosphorus 
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Wild Life & Open Spaces : 

 

Belgrade Forest: 
elgrade Forest  is a mixed deciduous forest lying 15 kilometers north-west 

of Istanbul, Turkey. It is named after the hundreds of thousands of 

Orthodox inhabitants who 

were deported from the city of 

Belgrade in 1521 when it fell to the 

Ottoman Turks. Geographically, the 

forest is located at the easternmost 

point of the Thracian Peninsula. Forest 

terrain is divided between Sarıyer and 

Eyüp districts. Several historical 

reservoirs lie within the forest. 

With a region around 5,500 hectares of forest it houses many plant, bird and 

animal species. The most common tree in the forest is Sessile Oak . Belgrade 

forest is under protection and is one of the most visited recreational areas of 

Istanbul. 

 

Wild Life 
Istanbul wildlife is diverse, ranging from scorpions to cats, from leeches to 

donkeys, with pretty much everything in between . The most known animals are: 

leeches, spiders, cats, dolphins, dogs, cockroaches, sheep, pill bugs, camels, 

pigeons, horses, donkeys, cows, jellyfish and seagulls. 

 

 

B 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deciduous_forest
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Istanbul
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkey
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thracian_Peninsula
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sar%C4%B1yer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ey%C3%BCp


Mineral Resources: 
stanbul is the tenth ranked producer of minerals in the world in terms of 

diversity. Around 60 different minerals are currently produced in Turkey. 

The richest mineral deposits in the country are boron salts, Istanbul’s 

reserves amount to 72% of the world's total. According to the CIA World 

Factbook, other natural resources 

include coal, iron ore, copper, 

chromium, uranium, antimony, 

mercury, gold, barite, borate, celestine 

(strontium), emery, feldspar, 

limestone, magnesite, marble, perlite, 

pumice, pyrites (sulfur), clay, arable 

land, hydropower, and geothermal 

power. 
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  Monuments: 
he Architecture of Istanbul describes a large mixture of structures which 

reflect the many influences that have made an indelible mark in all 

districts of the city. The ancient part of the city (the historic peninsula) is 

still partially surrounded by the Walls of Constantinople, erected in 5th 

century by the Emperor Theodosius II to protect the city from invasion. The 

architecture inside the city proper contains buildings, statues, and functional 

constructions which came from Byzantine, Genoese, Ottoman, and modern 

Turkish sources. 

           The Blue Mosque 

 

 The city has many architecturally 

significant entities. Throughout its long 

history, Istanbul has acquired a reputation 

for being a cultural and ethnic melting pot. 

As a result, there are many historical 

mosques, churches, synagogues, palaces, 

castles and towers to visit in the city. 

Istanbul is primarily known for its Byzantine and Ottoman architecture, but its 

buildings reflect the various peoples and empires that have previously ruled the 

city. Examples of Genoese and Roman architecture remain visible in Istanbul 

alongside their Ottoman counterparts. While nothing of the architecture of the 

classical Greek period has survived, Roman architecture has proved to be more 

durable. The obelisk erected by Theodosius in the Hippodrome of 

Constantinople is still visible in Sultanahmet Square, while a section of the Valens 

Aqueduct, constructed in the late 4th century, stands relatively intact at the 

western edge of the Fatih district. The Column of Constantine, erected in 330 AD 

to mark the new Roman capital, still stands not far from the Hippodrome.  

                                                                                     Hagia Sophia                                                  

Early Byzantine architecture 

followed the classical Roman model 

of domes and arches, but improved 

upon these elements, as in the 

Church of the Saints Sergius and 

Bacchus. The oldest surviving 

Byzantine church 
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in Istanbul—albeit in ruins—is the Monastery of Stoudios (later converted into the 

Imrahor Mosque), which was built in 454. After the recapture of Constantinople 

in 1261, the Byzantines enlarged two of the most important churches still extant, 

Chora Church and Pammakaristos Church. Still, the pinnacle of Byzantine 

architecture, and one of Istanbul's most iconic structures, is the Hagia Sophia. 

Topped by a dome 31 meters (102 ft) in diameter, the Hagia Sophia stood as the 

world's largest cathedral for centuries, and was later converted into a mosque and, 

as it stands now, a museum.  

                                                                                        Pinnacle of Byzantine 

Among the oldest surviving examples of Ottoman 

architecture in Istanbul are the Anadoluhisarı and 

Rumelihisarı fortresses, which assisted the 

Ottomans during their siege of the city. Over the 

next four centuries, the Ottomans proceeded to 

make an indelible impression on the skyline of 

Istanbul, building towering mosques and ornate 

palaces. The largest palace, Topkapı,  includes a 

diverse array of architectural styles, from Baroque 

inside the Harem, to its Neoclassical style Enderûn 

Library. 

 The imperial mosques include Fatih Mosque, Bayezid Mosque, Yavuz Selim 

Mosque, , Sultan Ahmed Mosque (the Blue Mosque), and Yeni Mosque, all of 

which were built at the peak of the Ottoman Empire, in the 16th and 17th 

centuries. In the following centuries, and especially after the Tanzimat reforms, 

Ottoman architecture was supplanted by European styles.  

An example of which is the imperial 

Nuruosmaniye Mosque. Areas around 

İstiklal Avenue were filled with grand 

European embassies and rows of 

buildings in Neoclassical, Renaissance 

Revival and Art Nouveau styles, which 

went on to influence the architecture of a 

variety of structures in Beyoğlu—including 

churches, stores, and theaters—and official 

buildings such as Dolmabahçe Palace.  

            Topkapi Palace 
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Human Resources 

 Economy 

ince the mid-1990s, Istanbul's economy has been one of the fastest growing 

among OECD metro-regions. According to Foreign Policy and the 

McKinsey Global Institute, Istanbul will register the 14th-highest absolute 

GDP growth among world cities by 2025, with a nominal increase of 

US$291.5 billion. Istanbul is responsible for 27 percent of Turkey's GDP, with 20 

percent of the country's industrial labor force residing in the city. With its high 

population and significant contribution to the Turkish economy, Istanbul is 

responsible for two-fifths of the nation's tax revenue. That includes the taxes of 

thirty-seven billionaires based in Istanbul, the fifth-highest number among cities 

around the world.  

As expected for a city of its size, Istanbul 

has a diverse industrial economy, 

producing commodities as varied as olive 

oil, tobacco, transport vehicles, and 

electronics.  

As the only sea route between the oil-rich 

Black Sea and the Mediterranean, the 

Bosphorus is one of the busiest 

waterways in the world; more than 200 

million tonnes of oil pass through the 

strait each year, and the traffic on the Bosphorus is three times that on the Suez 

Canal.  Istanbul has three major shipping ports—the Port of Haydarpaşa, the Port 

of Ambarlı, and the Port of 

Zeytinburnu—as well as several 

smaller ports and oil terminals along 

the Bosphorus and the Sea of 

Marmara.  

 

Istanbul is an increasingly popular 

tourist destination; whereas just 2.4 

million foreigners visited the city in 

2000, it welcomed 11.6 million 

foreign tourists in 2012, making it the 

world's fifth most-visited city. Istanbul 
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is Turkey's second-largest international gateway, after Antalya, receiving a quarter 

of the nation's foreign tourists. Istanbul's tourist industry is concentrated in the 

European side, with 90 percent of the city's hotels located there. Low- and mid-

range hotels tend to be located on the Sarayburnu, while higher-end hotels are 

primarily located in the entertainment and financial centers north of the Golden 

Horn. Istanbul's seventy museums, the most visited of which are the Topkapı 

Palace Museum and the Hagia Sophia, bring in $30 million in revenue each year. 

The city's environmental master plan also notes that there are 17 palaces, 64 

mosques, and 49 churches of historical significance in Istanbul. 

 

 GDP: Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is defined by the Organisation for 

Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) as "an aggregate 

measure of production equal to the sum of the gross values added of all 

resident institutional units engaged in production (plus any taxes, and 

minus any subsidies, on products not included in the value of their 

outputs)."  
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 Culture 

stanbul was historically known as a cultural hub, but its cultural scene 

stagnated after the Turkish Republic shifted its focus toward Ankara.  

The new national government established programs that served to orient 

Turks toward musical traditions, especially those originating in Europe, but 

musical institutions and visits by foreign classical 

artists were primarily centered in the new capital. 

Although much of Turkey's cultural scene had its 

roots in Istanbul, it was not until the 1980s and 

1990s that Istanbul reemerged globally as a city 

whose cultural significance is not solely based on its 

past glory.  

                                                                               
Istanbul Archaeology Museum 

By the end of the 19th century, Istanbul had established itself as a regional artistic 

center, with Turkish, European, and Middle Eastern artists flocking to the city. 

Despite efforts to make Ankara Turkey's cultural heart, Istanbul had the country's 

primary institution of art until the 1970s. Furthermore, when additional 

universities and art journals were founded in Istanbul during the 1980s, artists 

formerly based in Ankara moved in.  Beyoğlu has been transformed into the 

artistic center of the city, with young artists and older Turkish artists formerly 

residing abroad finding footing there. Modern art museums, including İstanbul 

Modern, the Pera Museum, Sakıp Sabancı Museum and Santral Istanbul, opened 

in the 2000s to complement the exhibition spaces and auction houses that have 

already contributed to the cosmopolitan nature of the city. Still, these museums 

have yet to attain the popularity of older museums on 

the historic peninsula, including the Istanbul 

Archaeology Museums, which ushered in the era of 

modern museums in Turkey, and the Turkish and 

Islamic Arts Museum.  

     Pera Museum 

The first film screening in Turkey was at Yıldız Palace in 1896, just a year after 

the technology publicly debuted in Paris. Istanbul also became the heart of 

Turkey's nascent film industry, although Turkish films were not consistently 

developed until the 1950s. Since then, Istanbul has been the most popular 

location to film Turkish dramas and comedies. 
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 Education 

stanbul University, founded in 1453, is the oldest Turkish educational 

institution in the city. Although originally an Islamic school, the university 

established law, medicine, and science departments in the 19th century and 

was secularized after the founding of the Turkish Republic. Istanbul 

Technical University, founded in 1773 as the Royal School of Naval Engineering, 

is the world's third-oldest university dedicated entirely to engineering sciences. 

These public universities are two of just eight across the city; other prominent 

state universities in Istanbul include the Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University, which 

served as Turkey's primary institution of art until the 1970s, and Marmara 

University, the country's third-largest institution of higher learning.  

                                                                                           Istanbul University 

While the most established universities in 

Istanbul are backed by the government, the city 

has a number of prominent private institutions. 

The first modern private university in Istanbul, 

also the oldest American school still in 

existence in its original location outside the 

United States, was Robert College, founded by 

Christopher Robert, a wealthy American and a 

philanthropist, and Cyrus Hamlin, a missionary 

devoted to education, in 1863. The first private 

university established in Istanbul since 1982 was 

Koç University (founded in 1992), and another 

dozen had opened within the following decade. 

Today, there are at least thirty private 

universities in the city, including Istanbul Commerce University and Kadir Has 

University. A new biomedical research and development hub, called Bio Istanbul, 

is under construction in Başakşehir, and will host 15,000 residents, 20,000 

working commuters, and a university upon completion.  

                         

In 2007, there were about 4,350 schools, about half of which were primary 

schools; on average, each school had 688 students. In recent years, Istanbul's 

educational system has expanded substantially; from 2000 to 2007, the number of 

classrooms and teachers nearly doubled and the number of students increased by 

more than 60 percent. Galatasaray High School, established in 1481 as the Galata 
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Palace Imperial School, is the oldest high school in Istanbul and the second-oldest 

educational institution in the city. The city also has foreign high schools, such as 

Liceo Italiano, that were established in the 19th century to educate foreigners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

Robert College University of Istanbul 

 

Health 

n 2000, Istanbul had 137 hospitals, of which 100 were private. Turkish 

citizens are entitled to subsidized healthcare in the nation's state-run hospitals. 

As public hospitals tend to be overcrowded or otherwise slow, private 

hospitals are preferable for those who can afford them. Their prevalence has 

increased significantly over the last decade, as the percentage of outpatients using 

private hospitals increased from 6 percent to 23 percent between 2005 and 2009. 

Many of these private hospitals, as well as some of the public hospitals, are 

equipped with high-tech equipment, including MRI machines, or associated with 

medical research centers. Turkey has more hospitals accredited by the U.S.-based 

Joint Commission than any other country in the world, with most concentrated in 

its big cities. The high quality of healthcare, especially in private hospitals, has 

contributed to a recent upsurge in medical 

tourism to Turkey (with a 40 percent increase 

between 2007 and 2008 alone). Laser eye 

surgery is particularly common among medical 

tourists, as Turkey is known for specializing in 

the procedure.   

                                                                                     Istanbul Hospital 
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