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New Year - New Ambassadors 
The exchange between Angers 
and Wigan is still going strong 
and both towns have greeted 
their new Ambassadors late 2014, 
in the beginning of October. Nina 
from Wigan will be in Angers and 
her counterpart in Wigan will be 
Stéphane Jamin. 

Your Ambassadors are really 
excited to start this New Year 
2015. 

They would like to thank their 
predecessors, Julie Abi-Khalil and 
Markus Schickhoff for their good 
and hard work last year. May we 
wish them a lot of success in their 
future life! 

The new Ambassadors hope 
2015 will be full of success and 
exchanges. 

Stéphane Jamin
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Leigh French Circle
Would you like a taste of 
French culture? The Leigh 
French Circle meets monthly 
and is open for all. Here you 
can practice your French over a 
glass of wine. 

This group is open to people who 
can speak any level of French 
and the atmosphere is really 
relaxed. 

There is only one rule: Speak 
French! Don’t be afraid of 
making a mistake you are here 
to practice and people such as 
your Ambassador or other fluent 
speakers are here to help you.

Spread the Word:   
SPEAKER NEEDED!

At each session a speaker comes 
to discuss a topic they like. There 
are large possibilities of topics 
you can discuss; it can be about 
history, literature, cuisine, travels, 
movies, etc.  

The Leigh French Circle is 
actively looking for fluent 
speakers to volunteer. If you are 
interested or know somebody in 
your surrounding area that may 
be interested then please let us 
know. 

All the meetings are held at 
Lowton Church of England High 
School, Leigh, at 7.00pm.

A fee of £4.50 per session is 
payable to cover wine, nibbles 
and hire the room. The next 
meeting will be held on Thursday 
5th March.

If you are interested and would like to join, please contact the Ambassador from Angers in Wigan  
on 01942 489193 or angers@wigan.gov.uk



Twinning Newsletter
Angers and Wigan - twin towns since 1988

wigan.gov.uk/twinning @wigancouncilAngers and Wigan Twinning 2

Update from Stéphane

Stéphane who arrived in Wigan 
late September last year thinks 
that the real work starts now. 

“The first 3 months were really 
interesting. I had to adapt myself 
to the North England style of life 
which I love. People are really 
friendly and warm welcoming 
around here. I also had a 
lot of people to meet, many 
associations, schools and the 
local community to introduce 
myself to. 

When I look back I think it is 
crazy how the time had flown by. 
Even today I cannot believe it 
has already been 3 months”. 

From October to January is 
a really important period for 
the Ambassador to settle and 
discover all the cultural codes of 
the North-England lifestyle. 

“Since my return to England 
after my Christmas break in 
France, I feel more familiar 
with Wigan, which makes it 
easier to work here. Nina and 

I worked together in 2014 to 
initiate new projects but the real 
work starts now, 2015 is going 
to be fruitful. We really want the 
local community and cultural 
associations to build stronger 
connections with France”.

You create your own role: 

“What is really interesting about 
the role of the Ambassador is 
that we all share one common 
interest, “spreading the French 
culture”. This theme is vast and 
can be exploited in various ways. 

This is what is interesting in the 
position of the Ambassador; you 
decide how you are going to 
do it the best and with the most 
enjoyment”. 

Back in France, Stéphane is still 
studying to become a university 
teacher. He has taken a break in 
his master degree program on 
English and American Literature 
and Civilisation and still has one 
year to go. 

“I have always wanted to 
become a teacher. It began with 
my love for the English language 
and culture so I wanted to 
become a High School teacher. 
Then when I went to University 
I liked the method of teaching. 
I have to say that since I have 
been doing my presentation on 
Angers and French Culture to 
Primary Schools of the borough, 
I have discovered a new interest. 

I had never thought I would be 
interested in teaching primary 
pupils but today the idea is 
growing. This is a real plus of 
the job, you come to experience 
new things and it opens your 
eyes. 

I think I will take the time 
remaining before going home to 
think about what teacher I want 
to become”. 

Stéphane Jamin

The local exchanges are our priorities: 

Stéphane, who 
arrived in Wigan late 
September last year, 
thinks that the real 
work starts now!
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Hello from Angers! 

I can’t believe it’s January 
already! I’ve been the 
Ambassador for Wigan in Angers 
for 3 and a half months now so 
I’m really getting into the swing 
of things. When I started back 
in October I was really thrown in 
at the deep end. In my second 
week I was invited to accompany 
an English playwright, Mike 
Kenny, during his visit to the 
Passage Festival, a popular 
children’s literary festival held 
at an impressive contemporary 
arts venue by the River Maine. 
It was an intense and exciting 
few days where I discovered a 
huge amount about the world of 
children’s theatre, met important 
artists and authors working in the 
field, and interpreted from French 
into English and vice versa. Try 
it for yourself and see which you 
think is easiest! Then try doing 
it on stage in the middle of an 
improvisation match….

Also, in October and November 
there were plenty of introductions 
and orientation sessions to help 
us find our feet at the town hall 
and the requests from schools 
and various organisations 
soon began flooding in. So 
far, I have visited both primary 
and secondary schools giving 
presentations and workshops 
about British culture and Wigan 
and its traditions. The children 
love hearing about Wigan Pier 
and George Formby! They also 
love trying out their English with 
a native speaker. Stephane and 
I are working on developing a 
number of partnerships with 
schools in both towns. Many 
teachers are keen to continue 
developing their links or to start 
a twinning, and those who have 
visited Wigan already have fond 
memories of the people and the 

town itself. We are also working 
closely with the English-speaking 
library in Angers and Standish 
library.

I am based in an office with 
ambassadors from two other twin 
towns, Osnabruck in Germany 
and Pisa in Italy, so we are 
often asked to participate in 
events or give presentations as 
a team, such as the local youth 
centre’s recent Europe day. We 
also have a regular spot on the 
radio believe it or not! Yes, you 
can listen to us talking about 
current affairs and topical issues 
every first Wednesday on Radio 
Campus at 6pm UK time:  
www.radiocampusangers.com, 
so do tune in – fluent French not 
required!

Remembrance Sunday was 
particularly poignant this year 
and it was interesting to see 
how things are done in France. 
The 11th November is a national 
holiday and commemoration 
events are usually held on this 
day rather than the Sunday. It 
was strange not to see the poppy 
everywhere (here they have a 
blue flower of remembrance) so 
I decided to contact the Royal 

British Legion in Normandy 
and they kindly sent me some 
poppies and materials which I 
displayed in our office, along with 
pictures representing those who 
fought from Osnabruck and Pisa.

The run up to Christmas was 
a busy time but we all enjoyed 
the ‘Soleil d’Hiver’ festival where 
we led craft activities which 
reflected our respective traditions. 
Needless to say I chose 
Christmas cards and crackers! 
We also piloted this year’s 
multilingual children’s story, 
Hansel and Gretel. Each of us 
takes it in turns to read a passage 
in their native language, as well 
as French, along with suitable 
theatrics to animate the audience 
and to introduce the children 
to the languages of their twin 
towns. We’ll be continuing with 
this project throughout the year in 
public libraries and schools.

There’s plenty more to report 
and an array of projects in the 
pipeline but I think I’ll leave you 
on tenterhooks for now, so watch 
this space!

From your loyal Wiganer in 
Angers - Nina Birley.
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Traditionally the Ambassador from Angers offers to help the School with their teaching of French. 
The Ambassador tries to develop exchanges as much as he can. “It is easier to open the mind of 
the children and make them curious about new cultures when they are still young. They are full of 
questions in primary schools; it is not a challenge to get them engaged” said Stéphane. 

Various works that the Ambassador has been involved in: 

School presentation:  
The Ambassador contacted all the schools of 
the borough to ask who would like support. 
It is an excellent opportunity for the schools 
who are teaching French to have a native 
speaker because the pupils can experience the 
language first hand. Stéphane jokingly said: 
“it is fantastic how you seem to be an alien to 
them, as if France was on the other side of the 
globe or on another planet. I love it when a child 
ask whether there are rainbows in France or 
not”. 

Education is the number one priority

Displays:  
Christmas time was the opportunity to point 
out our difference of tradition between our two 
cultures.
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Song:  
Fun while learning! The pupils of Wigan Saint 
Andrews learnt “Oh Christmas Tree” in French, 
that is to say “Mon Beau Sapin”. “

I was really proud when I saw them, and what 
I love even more is they were still singing it 
when I came back in January”. 

Would you like a presentation by your Ambassador?  

Contact him, he will be happy to help if he can. 

“I met a lot of children last year and it made a difference. I would like 

to continue meeting new children in the future or going back to see 

the progress of the ones I have met. I would also like many more new 

experiences and to visit High Schools in 2015. “

Winter Suns
Angers kept warm with the “Soleil 
d’Hiver” Christmas market, which 
literally means “Winter Suns”:

English people and Wiganers 
know Angers during summer time 
and the very well known festival 
in September, the “Accroche-
Coeurs”. Angers Christmas 
Market “Soleil d’Hiver” is certainly 
underestimated. From the end 
of November to the end of 
December Angers has a beautiful 
Christmassy atmosphere. A 
lot like the famous Manchester 
Christmas Market, Angers’ streets 
are animated with hundreds 
of Christmas houses selling 
a variety of products – food, 
decoration, gifts and the famous 
mulled wine.

Many activities are organised 
by the Town Hall. Along with the 
beautiful Christmas shops, the 
city was all enlightened; there 
was a giant wheel on one of the 
main gardens, a skating rink 
was installed and many social 
activities were organised to have 
everybody enjoying Christmas.

Santa Claus was visiting Angers 
during the “Soleil d’Hiver”.  
He was using the Tramway of 
Angers but he was given a fine 
when a controller passed and 
discovered he had no ticket! 
It won’t be a surprise if the 
tramway agent received coal for 
Christmas!
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In 2015 the Twinning is Green
Conference on the Green Spaces will be held in Angers

Celebrating Cinema
Angers honours Cinema with its festival “Les Premiers Plan“

Launched by the OCIA in 2014 – 
OCIA is an Association in Angers 
in charge of the Twin Towns. The 
aim is to discuss and debate 
on how the towns twinned with 
Angers - which includes Wigan - 
are managing their Endangered 
Areas. An “Endangered Area” 
is a location of a high level of 
ecological interest which is fragile 
or vulnerable and needs specific 
protection or a management 
scheme. Mark Champion working 
for the Local Wildlife Lancashire 
and Trust will represent Wigan. 

The conference of Green Spaces 
will be held in Angers from 
28th April until 1st June. It will 
be a good opportunity for our 
two towns to exchange good 
practice. If you would like to be 
part of this stay and assist with 
the conference you can contact 
your ambassador in Wigan for 
further information.

This year again Angers celebrates 
Cinema with another edition of 
the “Premiers Plan” from 16th 
to 25th January. This festival 
dedicated to the cinema has 
become better known recently. 
The first aim of the festival is to 
find new talents. During more 
than 10 days, 76 movies will be 
projected and both professionals 
and the public will be allowed to 
give their review.

This cinema festival highlights 
news movies but also pays tribute 
to old success movies. It will 
be an opportunity for younger 
generations to see movies, such 
as Les Valseuse 1974 of Bertrand 
Blier, Shadow of a Doubt 1943 

of Hitchcock, The Night of the 
Hunter 1955 of Charles Laughton, 
The Celebration 1998 of Thomas 
Vinterberg, and many others. 

The festival will also propose 
many different activities to 
celebrate cinema, such as 
workshops, reading of script with 
professionals, a movie concert 
and exhibitions or conferences. 
Everything is gathered so that 
people of all ages can enjoy this 
cinema feast. 

For more information visit:  
www.premiersplans.org/index_en.php
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Angers twinning 
Association 
If you would like to get involved to keep the 
twinning alive you can join the Angers Twinning 
Association. Composed of local people from 
Wigan, they meet every month to discuss various 
activities to keep Angers and Wigan friendship’s 
alive. 

It could be a good opportunity to know more 
about your sister town and even visit it! You will 
have useful information if you plan to prepare a 
personal project in France; A language course, 
planning a trip, buying a house, etc.

Next meeting is March 25th, come and join us. 

For more information you can contact your Ambassador or the Chairperson of the ATA:

Christine Doublet-Steward: c.doublet@o2.co.uk

Other information on Wigan Council Website:   
www.wigan.gov.uk/twinning

Angers’ Speciality is  
the vegetable
On the weekend of the 13th, 14th, 15th January, Angers 
holds the SIVAL exposition. The SIVAL is a exhibition 
gathering professionals from all over the agricultural 
industry. Exhibition, conferences and meetings with 
professionals are organised over the course of this 
weekend. The SIVAL is known worldwide, the weekend 
consists of 600 exhibitors and more than 20,000 visitors 
are expected. 
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AND don’t forget to like our Facebook page!  Angers and Wigan Twinning

If you know someone who would like to receive this e-Shot or if you want to be removed from 
the distribution list, please email angers@wigan.gov.uk 

www.wigan.gov.uk/twinning

What’s on in 2015

Looking for?
Looking for: a linguistic 
opportunity; improving your 
French; a summer stay; an 
internship; a host family? 

Get in touch with your French 
Ambassador, he will be able to 
help you and get in contact with 
someone in Angers. 

French diner:  
ATA members’ and friends are 
invited to a French Evening meal 
at Gallimore’s restaurant, Wigan 
on Sunday 1st March 2015, 7pm. 
The cost of the evening is £15.95. 
If you want to join book your seat 
and contact your ambassador.

A Giant Hug for  
Standish Library:  
Standish Library will be 50 this 
year in April. The people from 
the English Speaking Library in 
Angers have knitted a part of the 
giant scarf designed to go around 
the library for its birthday. The 
scarf hug is a beautiful example of 
the friendship between Wigan and 
Angers.  

“Kermesse” festival:  
To celebrate the end of the School 
period the primary schools of 
the borough are going to give 
performances on the theme of 
“Unity within Diversity”, in France 
it is called a “Kermesse”. We hope 
to hold the event on the 20th 
May outdoor within Wigan Town 
Centre. We need some luck with 
the weather!

Sporting Club  
Angevin vs Pemberton:  
The French football club of 
Sporting Club Angevin – SCA 
– is coming over in May to visit 
Pemberton. It won’t be the first 
time the club will have visited the 
borough as they came last year to 
Ashton.

Quiz Night for Charity:  
The Twinning Office will support 
Mayor’s charity, Cancer Care 
Centre. A quiz night will be 
organized in March and the profits 
will go to this charity.

Exhibition for the Delegation: 
French officials are visiting 
Wigan during the Jazz Festival. 
The Twinning Office will prepare 
a multiple artistic exhibition. 
Composed of photography, local 
artist and school drawings. The 
aim will be to show the ideas of 
people, from both of our towns, 
about the twinning. 

Are you an artist? Are you 
interested in this project? Do 
you think you can help? Please 
contact the Twinning Office for 
more information. 

People from Angers  
Knitting for Standish
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