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We choose to write about poverty and world hunger for our research project. It’s something 
in the world we accept: unequal distribution of wealth has dramatics consequences for “southern 
country”. Nowadays the number of “poor people”( people who live below the poverty line of 1$25 , 
according to the definition given by the world bank) is dramatically high .We can’t avoid the fact that 
“poverty” is not only an economic issue but can be appreciated in several ways ( such as by the 
cultural way …).
We choose this subject because we found that we do not talk enough about poverty. It is a very 
important subject we forget easily because there is theme more attractive to talk about in the 
newspapers: politics game, terrorism... Thus, we will try to make poverty interesting enough so that 
people who read our project want to change, rebel and/or think about it.



We shall explain you why and how we would like to change poverty by writing a proposal. It will be 
organized in two points.

1) The finding and the reasons of the problem
2) The means of action we would like to propose



1/ Finding and reasons of the problem:

 According to the business dictionary, poverty is the condition where people's basic needs for food, 
clothing, and shelter are not being met. There are generally two types of poverty:

– Absolute poverty is synonymous with destitution and occurs when people cannot obtain adequate 
resources (measured in terms of calories or nutrition) to support a minimum level of physical health. 
Absolute poverty means about the same everywhere, and can be eradicated as demonstrated by 
some countries.

– Relative poverty occurs when people do not enjoy a certain minimum level of living standards as 
determined by a government (and enjoyed by the bulk of the population) that vary from country to 
country, sometimes within the same country. Relative poverty occurs everywhere, is said to be 
increasing, and may never be eradicated
We will focus on the first definition. This type of poverty is everywhere.

 Absolute poverty and hunger are necessarily linked together and the report is defining. From the 
World Health Organization (WHO), nowadays, 805 million people are suffering from hunger: one out 
of nine people all over the world did not have enough to eat. Hunger and malnutrition are the most 
consistent global health risks, more than diseases like AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria combined. 526 
million are from Asia. 3.1 million children under age 5 die because of malnutrition every year.

 it was only about the money, it will be easy but being poor is not only an economic issue and have 
many social impacts, especially in the realization of basic needs such as to eat, to have access to clean
, care health , access to school, the right to housing , the right to have clothes … etc . Those rights are 
essentials. Actually, we could find it in the 1789 French human rights declaration and when you are 
poor, you are not guaranteed to get those rights.

 « misery is the work of men, only men can destroy it. » 

 (Joseph Wresinski - french priest, who fought all is
life against poverty and misery like Henry Groues - also known as “ abbé pierre”) 

 The real issue is the money repartition: 85 of the richest possed the same as 3,5 billion of the 
poorest and the saddest is that even in the “developed” countries, we consider that it still exist 1,5 
billion of poor people. Even if general poverty is reducing, it is not enough. It should just disappear 
but it is something linked with many factors: economic crisis, politics' issues, government, natural 
disasters, war... and it is complicated even impossible to eradicate it.



Some explanations...

→ The development of world trade and global finance

 Indeed, since 25 years the emergence of globalization has very negative effects over population. If a 
very minor part of the population saw its income increased very significantly, this is not the case for 
everyone and income gaps have really increased, increasing the feeling of poverty in these regions of 
the world. We talk about countries in Africa, in Asia …
We could say that Northern countries have used the Southern countries as " pollution haven " and 
took advantages of their dominant position to outsource some activities in these countries to make 
more profit than they would have done in the Western area because of low productions cost. They 
became richer on the backs of the southern countries. Moreover the increase of pollution in the 
southern countries is also an example of poverty: it means they do not have the capacity to go 
against the harmful consequences of productive activities.
In any case, there is very big inequalities in the repartition of economic resources, that have 
increased the two last decades.

Example ( Food waste) : 1,3 billion of food kilos are wasted every second in our rich countries who 
produce a lot. Translated in money, it represents 750 000 euros lost.

→ Poverty could also be explained by the rise of a cultural gap caused by the development of the 
American model which is contributed to poverty in some areas.

 Indeed, if the Anglo -Saxon cultural model has established itself , it does not work for all the 
world population and shows that major differences exist. The US model, based on consumerism ,has 
contributed to restrict the resources that the southerners could perceive . It is anyway impossible to 
transpose the model for poor countries .

→ Politic system has a real impact over poverty.

Example (Equatorial guinea dictatorship)     : Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo keeps all 
richness for themselves . The poverty is a way for them to keep control on their population and to 
make weak the opposition.



2) The means of action we would like to propose

http://www.undp.org/ When you go on the UNDP (United States development program) website 
which is specialized in poverty, they have three big propositions to make it disappear.

– Transform development and replace capitalist development in sustentible development  . Instead 
of letting people live with difficulties because they have not enough money to buy food which comes 
from somewhere in the world or because they have not a huge salary or just not a salary at all but 
there is also many other reasons. Anyway, the UNPD goal is to change the people habit to permit 
them to adapt their lifestyle at the politic environment.

 For example : In Pakistan, 26-year old Neelum, mother of three young daughters, participated in a 
UNDP-supported two month long tailoring training aimed at improving livelihoods and the local 
economy.

Also, we want to encourage people to buy fair-trade products. We want to pressure to generalize it in 
order to make it become, not an exception, but the general rule.

– Strengthen governance and peacebuilding by promoting democratic system which is less synonym 
of poverty. UNPD do that by helping to create an enabling environment for all social partners 
including civil societies to grow in strength and contribute towards national development. The 
ultimate goal is to bring effective and equitable delivery of service to citizens, especially the poor, 
indigenous and local communities, and reinforce the rule of law and citizen security through the 
design of appropriate policy, legal and regulatory frameworks and strengthening of local governance 
institutions. We assist in bridging the gap between humanitarian, peacebuilding and longer-term 
development efforts, helping countries in peaceful settlement of disputes and progress towards 
democratic governance.

– Prevent crisis, help recovery: A changing climate and rapidly growing exposure to disaster risk 
presents the world with an unprecedented challenge. For developing countries, both less able to 
cope with the impact and more likely to be affected, the challenge is particularly severe. These 
countries face mounting losses from a range of natural hazards, from earthquakes and tsunamis 
through to severe flooding, storms and drought. We face the threat of decades of development 
progress being rolled back and poverty becoming entrenched. Meanwhile, climate change cuts across
society, from agriculture to health, energy to water resources.

 Haïti is a good example of this demonstration because it is one of the poorest country in the world 
(Rank : 149 on 179) and there is often natural disasters.

http://www.undp.org/


When we see that, we necessary asked us : 

What could we do at our scale ? 

Actually, there is many ways for acting.

– Become an activist: create slogan, enter in an organization or association, come talk to people in 
the street and change their mind.

– Do not waste your food : We want to create a prevention campaign, with showing some chocking 
pictures of starvations and under nutrition in some countries. The goal is to make people become 
aware of the chance they have to have enough to eat and raise awareness among such an important 
issue. 
We want to realize this campaign especially in high school to affect young people who represent 
future.

– Give money to organizations against poverty : We want to encourage people to give money to 
associations/organizations which are specialized in that field, to help people in need. Then, we want 
to create our association.

– Be carefull about what you buy : where does that from ?
To promote all these ideas, we want to create an organization which will totally impartial and 
invested. We want it to be very well organized. First, we want to create some groups of reflection. 
This would be similar to think tank. These groups (called focus groups) would be composed of law 
students so that they can analyze legislations of several countries. In that way, they could analyze the 
legislation of countries we want to help and the one of the western countries to find the way 
influence authorities. Then these groups could find the best methods to help people in need. 



The structure of the association would be the following one :

National
representatives

Law centerCultural center Economic center

Focus group Research and
actions

Internal
financing

Actions’
financing

Starvation/under
nutrition/ water

Education

Focus group Research and
actions

Study of
legislation

s

Help
people to

know their
rights/ to

have more
rights


