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In recognition of the many years
of voluntary work conducting and
participating in anti- poaching, desnaring
and community work by the founder of the
initiative; the Ulinzi Africa Foundation focused on
a project location that is unique and fairly distant
from global attention.
One of Kenya’s true gems, the aspired project location
is in a region teeming with wildlife that are safeguarded
by pristine indigenous forests. Sadly, it is also under
constant fire from cattle rustlers and tension from various
political and ethnic factions. We hope to be the beacon of a
brighter future for the Great Delta ecosystem by committing
to aiding community rangers already on site further by way of
facilitating better lifestyle and providing stronger ground support
systems.
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Walk With Rangers… A journey in the footprints of
Africa’s Wildlife Guardians.
“Walk With Rangers” is an initiative that seeks to raise
awareness on the challenges faced by the men and
women on the frontlines of the war against poaching
- the Rangers. The 2014 initiative had a fundraising
goal to meet, that would see the inaugural project
installation of an anti-poaching unit and mobile
veterinary unit in the two host countries for the trek,
Kenya and Tanzania respectively.

THE PROJECTS
B O O T S O N T H E GR O UND
From experience and observation of the hugely successful
anti-poaching operations (particularly) on Mgeno Ranch
by Wildlife Works, we know the difference a constant
presence of ‘boots on the ground’ makes. By putting
this first stepping stone in place, wildlife in this area
will have renewed hope for rejuvenation from the
rampant and unprecedented levels of bushmeat
and trophy poaching, as well as environmental
degradation.

THE GREAT TREK

POST IMPACT CARE FOR WILDLIFE
Tanzania too has been a focal point whilst
conjuring up viable projects that will
impact the region’s wildlife conservation
arena positively. With the current loss of
30- 45 elephants every single day in the
country, the regional ecosystems are under
threat of severe imbalance and emergency
measures must be put in place.
It is for this reason, we felt a mobile
veterinary unit would be vital to tend
to injured wildlife. Given the poaching
statistics, safe conclusions can be drawn
to the fact that many of these elephants
are being targeted while travelling in herds.
One or two are likely to escape with injury
and finding orphans is almost always a
possibility.
By having a mobile veterinary unit in
place, these injured elephants primarily
will gain access to first- hand treatment
without unnecessary delay. Mobilising
medical teams is always difficult in the
African bush without having to worry about
getting adequate kits in place as well. Our
aim is to have a mobile unit with all the
equipment necessary for successful and
immediate treatment of injured wildlife
with a special focus, but not limited to, our
gentle African giants.

Ulinzi Africa Foundation partnered with Beyond Wilderness Expeditions

Also joining the core team was Menja, a community ranger with the

to give wildlife lovers and adventure enthusiasts an opportunity to

Enduimet Wildlife Management Area in Tanzania. Menja shared his

experience the life of a wildlife ranger.

inspiring tale of a wildlife encounter so severe as being mauled by a

The 15- day trek saw some 70 participants from all over the world

lion, encourage him to embrace rather than retaliate against the fight to

walking between 15- 35 kilometres a day to complete the journey from

save the species.

Arusha, Tanzania to Nairobi, Kenya.

Aside from meeting the rangers, the trekkers had the opportunity to

The trek enabled the rangers to interact with people from all over the

meet and interact with notable wildlife managers and conservationists

world in a friendly atmosphere for the first time ever. They shared their

who are currently undertaking projects in varied spheres of

personal life stories and their challenges with the trekkers, and learnt

conservation. Some of these personalities include Richard Bonham

in turn, about their experiences and feelings in respect to the poaching

of the Big Life Foundation, Marlies and Jorg Gabriel of the Momella

crisis.

Foundation, Elizabeth from the Makoa farms and wildlife rescue centre,

Most notable was the presence of Ijema Funan, a community ranger

Hon. Lazaro Nyalandu, the minister of wildlife and tourism in Tanzania,

with Wildlife Works, who shared with the trekkers and media alike his

Paul Gathitu of the Kenya Wildlife Services and our founder and

experiences while combating armed poachers in Kenya in January

Honorary Warden, Raabia Hawa.

2012. Ijema survived a shootout with poachers that saw his colleague
pass on.

MILIMA - THE MOUNTAINS.

MABONDE- THE VALLEYS
Some of the major challenges we faced were in relation to communication,

The valleys now conquered, it’s time to take a view
from the peak.
Our fundraising goal was $250,766 for both projects
combined, to be split into $126,236 for the mobile
veterinary unit for Tanzania and $124,530 for the
anti poaching ground support unit for Kenya.
We have managed to collect a total amount of
just over $40,000 (detailed further in this report)
in donations and sponsorships through online
platforms and otherwise.
We plan to meet the deficit in the coming months
through other smaller events and sponsorships
and hope to have the inaugural project up and
running before the next trek is on.

supply logistics and routing.
While Walk With Rangers had made all necessary arrangements to have solar
power supply during the tenure of the trek, the inverters had a malfunction
which resulted in impeding our updates and outside communication. Also,
the handheld radios that were being used by the rangers to communicate
while walking packed in, leaving another gap in communication between
trekkers at the very front and those at the back. This, however, did not deter
all trekkers from regrouping intermittently and pushing forth to the intended
destination for the night.
A second challenge presented itself when our routing had to be changed.
This happened twice on the trek owing to terrain and distance challenges
we hoped to overcome in the interest of time, and in considering there were
groupings of varied walking paces.
Finally, our challenge in moderating and acquiring fresh supplies… This was
most difficult in acknowledging we had no access to any community centres,
villages or towns along most of the route. Being accustomed to utilizing
water very sparingly, we had not anticipated as large an intake and use of
water and did our best to ensure we had adequate supplies during the tenure
of the trek. Safe water was ferried from the nearest waterpoint to the camp
every night in preparation for the day ahead and purification tablets were
shared among the trekkers for extra precaution.

SAFARI NI MILIMA NA MABONDE
There is a saying in Swahili,
‘Safari ni milima na mabonde’;
meaning a journey is full of mountains and valleys.
Indeed, being the first time to put together such a
historic event, there were challenges and triumphs
all along.

Pre-expedition

Meru Mbega Lodge
Teams had a mini-briefing on the night before the trek, with introductions of core team members and participants to set off the
evenings much-needed rest.

Day 1:

THE ROUTE

Arusha National Park; estimated mileage covered- 14km
In Africa, rain is considered a blessing, the light showers began our iconic trek from the gate of the Arusha National Park right
through to the end. The night was spent in the icy campsite at the base of Mount Meru and our chef’s warm meals and tea runs
kept the stories alive.
Despite the freezing temperatures, some participants decided to try their luck laughing in the face of potential pneumonia- by
standing under the waterfall. Pneumonia didn’t take the cup! Good on you Fez!

Day 9:

Osewan Ranger Outpost; estimated ileage- 28km
We made our way to the Osewan base, walking through unspoilt wilderness in silence so as not to attract unwanted attention. We trekked
through thin wildlife trails to the base, where we set up camp for the night, and got to engage with the rangers once more. A lot of plains game
spotting on this day as well, which was more than welcomed by the ‘tribe’.

Day 10:

Day 2:

Enkong’u Enjore, Emotoroki; estimated mileage- 28km
Upon leaving the Osewan outpost, we made our way past luggas and baboon cliffs through cattle watering areas and maasai cultural bomas
to arrive safely at basecamp. We had one of the most intensive blister camps yet, as we rested out our sore feet in preparation for the trek
to Bisiil.

Ngabobo/ Ngare Nanyuki; estimated mileage covered- 29km
Braving varied temperatures and a rough start to the introduction of raw Africa, this day found participants walking through Ngare
Nanyuki village right through to a campsite we pitched just after the cold front in a flat valley. It was slightly rocky so tents had to
be very carefully positioned. Participants had a good nights rest ready for the next day’s challenge.

Day 11:

Day 3:

Il Bisiil; estimated mileage- 25km
Trekkers made their way to Il Bisiil, stopping over for cold fizzy drinks and other refreshments nearby the town centre. The night was
spent at a Maasai elder’s property, as we prepared to trek through harsh wilderness once more. Highlights on this day were definitely
the reactions(mostly negative) of the trekkers upon stepping foot on tarmac and seeing cars after what seemed a very long time. We
couldn’t wait to be back in the bush.

Ndarakwai Ranch; estimated mileage covered- 20km
The Walk With Rangers team was honoured to have been joined by the Tanzanian Minister for Tourism and Natural Resources, Hon.
Lazaro Nyalandu on this day. Hon. Nyalandu walked about 7km with the group, interacting with the participants and the rangers the
entire duration of the trek. From laying low in the grass to avid African Wild bees, to resting under the shade of acacias, Hon. Nyalandu
displayed a huge sense of solidarity with the rangers, who were hugely encouraged by his participation.
Highlights of the day included a hyena sighting among other wildlife as we walked to camp.

Day 12:

Kajiado; estimated mileage- 32km
Walking across dry river beds (luggas) was definitely the highlight of our journey on this day, until we came across a herd of donkeys
at a dug out well. One of them had an abscess on the eye and we couldn’t leave without doing something. One of the trekkers quickly
got out his first aid pack and with some extra helping hands from Aisha Reynolds, Nabeel Banoo managed to clean out the wound
and dress it. We hope this helped the donkey, as leaving it unattended could have possibly led to blindness, rendering it ‘useless’
and sealing its unfortunate fate. We were hosted once more by a member of the Maasai community, and had an eventful night in
camp with supposed hyeana visits that left us all tracking for the ‘hyena’ in the morning.

Day 4:

Ndarakwai Ranch; rest day
On this day, participants got to rest, and refresh themselves and their clothes! A small talk was given on land reclamation at the camp base,
and participants got to unwind at the lodge bar in the evening before trekking on the following day.

Day 5:

Shu’Mata Camp; estimated mileage- 38km
Participants got a much needed rest at camp after one of the hardest routes of the trek so far. The evening was toned down at the Shu’Mata
camp, where trekkers got to have a refreshing drink before the next day’s endurance challenge.

Day 13:

The shortcut; estimated mileage 38km
It was anything but short. We walked along the old railway line past the marble quarries and below Kudu Hills to arrive at the
nightstop where we were welcomed by the elder of a Maasai Manyatta, Jackson. We spent the night here under the stars and by
a warm campfire, telling stories and singing campfire songs.

Day 6:

Sinya; estimated mileage- 30km
Participants endured a tough trek on this day, cutting through rough patches of thorny grasses, and uneven ground to arrive safely at the camp
of dreams. Sinya, just across the border from Kenya’s Amboseli ecosystem. Participants had a restful evening around the fire, playing traditional
Maasai games, and talking about their experiences thus far.

Day 14:

Rest day before the finale. Trekkers freshened up, Don and Hazel rejoined the group the previous night and everyone was geared
up for the final day in the city.

Day 7:

Sinya; rest and crossing; estimated mileage- 8km
Taking advantage of the surroundings, the participants got to enjoy a game drive, and visit the Maasai singing wells as well as Zebra rock, where
they took in stunning views of raw Africa, and enjoyed thrilling views of plains game en route back to camp.
Around 3pm, we broke camp and made our way across the border to meet the Kenya team. We were greeted that evening by the troops of the Big
Life Foundation and had a spectacular airshow display by Richard Bonham, who spent the night with us, engaging us in conversation and speaking
about the challenges Big Life Foundation have encountered during their years in service.

Day8:

Nyiri Desert; estimated mileage- 30km
Possibly one of the most mentally daunting challenges thus far, we walked across the Nyiri Desert, beating the harsh sun that came out towards
the end. We pitched camp within the Amboseli ecosystem just outside the boundary around the Meshenani gate and inside a small dense forested
area. Highlights of the trek on this day included plains game spotting, and a mighty elephant whose footsteps we walked in.

Day 15:

Tanzania’s Minister of Wildlife and Tourism, Hon. Lazaro
Nyalandu crouches down with the trekkers in Ngare
Nanyuki as a swarm of African Bees fly past.

The Finale.
Hon. Lazaro Nyalandu flew into Nairobi especially to welcome the rangers and trekkers home. Kenya Wildlife Service was represented
by Paul Gathitu, and we hoped for a representative from the Ministry of Natural resources in Kenya. Despite the disappointment, our
spirits were quickly lifted when some of the families of the trekkers came to meet us, after some brief speeches, it was time to cut
the ribbon, and make the final 10km leg of the Walk With Rangers count. Students from universities, primaries and businessmen all
joined in, with one clear message- an end to poaching, and better lives for our troops on the frontlines. Success!

We acknowledge the following amazing people with deepest gratitude.

COMING TOGETHER FOR CONSERVATION

Christin Kotthoff

A woman with the biggest heart we have ever met, Christin’s
selfless nature has been a thorough inspiration in making the
trek what it was. Without her support and persistence, we would
have been too apprehensive to open up the trek for as many
participants as registered. We turned no one away, and were
constantly encouraged by Christin throughout the trek’s duration
and before it came to pass. Christin and her husband, Martin
Kotthoff have been our strongest support base as we dreamt big,
and strived to achieve our goals, and we are truly and eternally
grateful to them both, hoping they will find time out of their
Great Africa road trips to join us for the next trek! Thank you
both, so very much.

Rob Dodson, Wildlife Works VP African field ops
Richard Bonham, Big Life Foundation

support, and are excited to collaborate with them in the future.
Asante Marlies for everything, we truly cannot thank you and Jorg
enough!

Robert Reriani

The founder of Wild Life Africa, Bobby’s enthusiasm for events
and wildlife were pivotal in the success of the Walk With Rangers.
His dedication to ensuring our message reached as many people
as possible is deeply appreciated. Bobby worked tirelessly to
make sure volunteers were timely and effective at the sale and
registration points for the trek’s finale, and also helped mobilize
volunteers, an ambulance and so much more for the finale. We
are extremely thankful to have him on our team, and look forward
to partnering further in the future.

Anthony Njuguna

Game rangers are the unsung heroes in the fight to save
wildlife. Big Life sees the role of community game rangers in
conservation going forward, as it becomes more and more vital.
Walk With Rangers is a great platform, not only to draw attention
to the plight Kenya & Tanzania’s wildlife is facing, but also to
draw attention to the challenges these rangers face on a daily
basis.

Co-director of Laimaa Events Company and avid rally enthusiast,
Tony’s support and assistance during the trek and its creation
was unmatchable. Tony dedicated his personal time and effort
to ensure the goals of the trek were a step closer than the day
before, and we cannot thank him enough. Joining us for grueling
meetings that had little if any hope of a fruitful outcome, and
always keeping the faith that something better would come
along, we remain truly grateful to him for everything, and look
forward to partnering again in the future.

Vishna Shah

Shamit Patel

The spinal chord of the Walk With Rangers initiative, Vishna
dedicated a lot of time and energy to ensure all the loose ends
were tied in place, and every detail was looked into. From taking
stock of the food supplies to making sure the solar panels
were out charging in the sun; from running around getting
sponsorships to helping the team pack up camp; Vishna was and
continues to be an absolute inspiration. We are eternally grateful
to her for her efforts to support the Walk With Rangers and its
objectives, and hope to see her at the next trek in 2015! We wish
her all the best as she pursues her further education in the U.K.

Marlies and Jorg Gabriel

The owners of Hatari Lodge and Shu’Mata Camp, and founders
of the Sparkling Elephant Project, Marlies and Jorg were
tremendously instrumental in ensuring the Walk With Rangers
was a success. Almost single handedly, Marlies put together
a grand inauguration for the trek at the start point, and Jorg
tirelessly worked through bothersome logistics to ensure the
Minister’s arrival was safe and in tandem with our routing. We
acknowledge with deepest gratitude the support from Marlies
in particular after the first day’s trek in preparing a sumptuous
meal for the hungry walkers; catering extraordinaire thanks to
her and the kitchen staff of Hatari Lodge! We truly could not
have pulled any of this off without their immense help and

Sham, what can we say about this immense ball of positive
energy? Sham is the founder of Myrobi, and now the initiative
‘Homeless of Nairobi’. Always the voice of reason, and forever
an inspiration, Sham’s assistance for and during the trek was
exemplary. We are indebted to him for all that he did, and cannot
wait to walk side by side with this revolutionary fighter again.

was inspirational to anyone who shies away from kitchen duties!
Always smiling and helpful, Stephen’s input was unmatchable
and we are eternally grateful to him for his efforts. We look
forward to having his yummy eats at the next trek too!

Benson Shavanga

A culinary master, Benson’s cheeky comments at the dinner
round is missed! Up at 3 a.m. to cook up a storm and getting
sleep hours after everyone else, Benson’s tireless dedication to
seeing the trek succeed was inspirational. We can’t wait to have
him on board the next trek!

Leonard Odhiambo

Loud Lenny. His laughter and bad jokes will not soon be
forgotten! We are thankful to Lenny for being forthcoming at
such short notice with a supply of extra tents and sleeping bags.
His humour while working campfires and keeping the trekkers
energized was truly refreshing and we thank him for being a part
of the trek.

Shaffique Shamshudin

Another voice of reason and aura of calm during the trek,
Shaffique, a likeable character, always worked as a team
with Vishna to make sure camp supplies were in order. He
also aided other team members in their chores and we
remain grateful for his assistance.

Anna Wughanga

Al Karim Versi

Miss Tourism Kenya 2013-2014. We are deeply grateful to Anna
for all her dedication in seeing the goals of the trek achieved.
Tirelessly working to get us sponsors and support in the run up
to the Walk With Rangers, Anna’s warmth and energy are a force
to be reckoned with. We are so very thankful to her and her entire
team for all their efforts and look forward to continuing a working
relationship for the future of our nation’s wildlife.

Jameel Parmar

A dynamic force to be reckoned with, Suzy was the ‘get it done!’
strength behind the planning and strategy of the walk and our
projects. We are deeply thankful to her for her selfless support
and time during the run up to the Walk With Rangers and hope to
work closely with Suzy in future. Asante sana Suzy!

Co-director of Beyond Wilderness Expeditions, Al Karim’s
experience and knowledge of camp management and logistics
was a much needed asset in ensuring the success of the trek.
We are deeply grateful to him for his time and effort in ensuring
things ran smoothly.

Also a co-director of Beyond Wilderness Expeditions, Jameel’s
wit and humour brought a sense of lightness in every arena.
Putting together workable logistics for over 70 people, he
ensured everyting moved like clockwork. We are truly thankful for
all his efforts.

Stephen Warutere

Chef extraordinaire! Awake before the crack of dawn and ready
to cook up energizing breakfasts for over 70 people, Stephen

Suzy Belcher

Navneet Phull

How we wished to have the company of this enthusiastic lady
who assisted us so greatly with her outstanding talent in graphic
design, helping us create our billboard and poster designs,
Navneet also runs Ellie Tees, a T-shirt company that saw part of
the proceeds benefiting the Walk With Rangers cause. We are
truly grateful to her for all her efforts and continued dedication
to conservation.

OUR SUPPORT AND SPONSORS
MAKING HISTORY.

The first ever Walk With Rangers would not have been possible without the tremendous support of the following sponsors and supporters:

MINISTRIES

We thank the Ministry of Tourism and Wildlife, Tanzania for their support.
Special gratitude to: Mr. Imani Nkuwi
and most of all, Hon. Lazaro Nyalandu.
We thank also, the Ministry of Environment, Water and Natural Resources, Kenya for their support and facilitation through Kenya Wildlife Services.
Special gratitude to:
Acting P.S. Gideon Gathaara
KWS Dir. William Kiprono
KWS AD Southern Area Cheptei
KWS AD Michael Kipkeu

CONSERVATION PARTNERS

We would like to thank our conservation partners in this initiative.
Special gratitude to:

BIG LIFE FOUNDATION

Big Life Foundation was founded by photographer Nick Brandt & conservationist Richard Bonham in September 2010.
With Richard Bonham as Director of Operations for Big Life in Africa, and Project Manager Damian Bell in Tanzania, Big Life has now expanded to
employ 315 rangers, with 31 outposts and 15 vehicles protecting 2 million acres of wilderness in the Amboseli-Tsavo ecosystem of E. Africa.
Big Life was the first organization in East Africa with co-ordinated cross-border anti-poaching operations.
As of July 2013, Big Life’s rangers have made 1,030 arrests and confiscated 3,012 weapons/poaching tools since November 2010.
ecognizing that sustainable conservation can only be achieved through a community-based collaborative approach, Big Life uses innovative
conservation strategies to address the greatest threats, reduce the loss of wildlife to poaching, defeat the ivory trade, mitigate human-wildlife
conflict, protect the great predators, and manage scarce and fragile natural resources.
Big Life’s vision is to take the successful holistic conservation model in the Amboseli-Tsavo ecosystem and replicate it across the African continent.

WILDLIFE WORKS

Wildlife Works is the world’s leading REDD+ (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation), project development and management
company with an effective approach to applying innovative market based solutions to the conservation of biodiversity. REDD+ was originated by the
United Nations (UN) to help stop the destruction of the world’s forests.
Over a 15 year history Wildlife Works established a successful model that uses the emerging marketplace for REDD+ Carbon Offsets to protect
threatened forests, wildlife, and communities.
The company helps local landowners in the developing world monetize their forest and biodiversity assets whether they are governments,
communities, ownership groups, or private individuals.

KENYA WILDLIFE SERVICES

We thank KWS for their tremendous support during the Walk With Rangers. Assisting us with rangers to keep us safe during the Kenya leg of the
trek, and facilitated the support of a bus to ferry all our gear and supplies. We are so deeply grateful to KWS and look forward to partnering in a
bigger way for future treks in the united vision to promote the hard work of our gallant rangers.

TANZANIA NATIONAL PARKS

We thank with equal enthusiasm, TANAPA, for their immense support during the Tanzanian leg of the trek. TANAPA’s armed rangers kept our entire
group safe and the management assisted us with a beautiful camping area within the Arusha National Park. The campsite was stunning, and some
of the trekkers were accompanied to the nearby waterfall by the rangers, where they had a fantastic time! Asante Sana, and we look forward to
further collaboration in the future for the sake of our rangers, and our wildlife!

AFRICA ECO SAFARIS

We are deeply grateful to Asad Anwar and his team for aiding us
with 15 tents, 2 shower cubicles and a support vehicle for the
entire tenure of the trek. Our trek would have been impossible
without their support and we couldn’t have asked for more cheerful
staff members. Cyrus and Muteti made sure the camp was set up
fully each evening by the time the trekkers arrived, with showers
up and ready for the tired walkers, and tents ready for occupancy.
Need we mention the absolute bonus in camp thanks to A.E.S.MATTRESSES! What a luxury!
We express our deepest gratitude to the entire team, Asanteni
Sana!

HEALTHY U

Known for their unmatchable supplies in health foods, we are
forever thankful to the entire team at Healthy U for their support in
kind for the trek. We especially would like to thank Avni Shah and
Kishan Barot for being so forthcoming in supporting a charitable
wildlife cause. Healthy U provided lifesaving energy bars for all the
trekkers during the tenure of the Walk With Rangers. We were also
grateful to receive a supply of soy and almond milk to cater for the
vegans on the trek, and muesli for healthy breakfasts. Without the
support of Healthy U, we would not have been as energized as we
were during the long tenuous walk each day.
We thank them with all our hearts and tummies!

JAVA

Undoubtedly one of Kenya’s finest and most popular coffee spots,
Java House was our first and only pick of choice when it came
to achieving our goal to spread the message as far and wide as
possible. We partnered with Java House, Nairobi and with their
kind permission and co-operation, set up registration points on
rotation every weekend for one month. This enabled us not only
to raise awareness, but also critical funds through the sale of the
T-Shirts for our much-anticipated anti-poaching unit for Kenya’s
Tana Delta. We are deeply grateful to the Kevin Ashley and the
entire team at Java for their support and assistance, and look
forward to partnering with Java in future. Asanteni Sana!

HATARI LODGE

Adjoining one of Africa’s most beautiful and diverse national
parks, Hatari Lodge is a luxurious hotel in the African bush. In
view of Kilimanjaro, this was our base point for the start of Day 2
of the Walk With Rangers after a muddy beginning traversing the
mountainous Arusha National Park. Managed by a couple who are
tremendously supportive of conservation initiatives, Marlies and
Jorg Gabriel, the lodge provided the trekkers with a sumptuous
dinner after the first days walk. The kitchen staff prepared a meal

fit for kings, and we are deeply grateful to each of them for their
efforts.

our fundraising, and we look forward to working together in the
upcoming treks! Asanteni sana!

RANGER SAFARIS LTD.

ECOZOOM

We would like to express our heartfelt gratitude to Ranger Safaris
for being so supportive and forthcoming in providing logistical
and technical aid by way of 2 support vehicles. Our trek would
not have been so successful without your immense support! The
drivers were very friendly and warm, educating us during water
refill breaks about the terrain and wildlife status in Tanzania. We
learnt a lot from the two guides and hope to collaborate again in
future!

CARNIVORE

Our gratitude to Geraldine Dunford and her dynamic team at
Carnivore for their support in offering the famed Carnivore grounds
for the finale event of the Walk With Rangers. The venue was as
always, impeccable. Always supportive of wildlife conservation, we
look forward to partnering again in the future.

BEYOND WILDERNESS EXPEDITIONS

Specialising in outdoor extreme adventures, the expertise and
knowledge from the team at BWE has been inspiring and is deeply
appreciated. The Beyond Wilderness team assisted us tirelessly
with logistics handling and technical support during the tenure of
the trek always ensuring things were in order in camp and out of it.

A1 OUTDOOR ADVERTISING

Larger than life! Helping us spread our message through a billboard
in the heart of Nairobi, A1 Outdoor’s support was tremendous
and we made a huger impact than we could have ever imagined!
We hope to partner with A1 Outdoor in the future as we share a
combined passion for protecting our heritage.

BATTERY WORLD

A camp is incomplete without solar equipment. We thank Battery
World for coming forth with some amazing solar kits that lit up
our camp and helped charge up phones for the trekkers to keep in
contact whenever we were in network range.

BIZONE LTD.

Prints galore! We are deeply appreciative of the support in kind
from Bizone Ltd. Their assistance in printing high quality A3
posters, bumper stickers and business cards came just in the
nick of time and their response has been amazing! We anticipate
further collaboration with this amazing team in future.

EAST FM

Our deepest gratitude to the entire team at East FM. Aiding us
with radio mentions and on-air interviews wherever we had
network during the trek, their support was pivotal in assisting

Our camp would have been incomplete without the support of the
eco-friendly energy saving stoves and solar lamps donated kindly
by EcoZoom. The stoves came in very handy or our chefs every
meal time, and saw a notably reduced utilization of firewood to
prepare meals efficiently and the lights kept our camp bright and
safe. Asante!

GRAPHIC WORLD

If you’re looking for amazing quality tarp prints, look no further!
Graphic World assisted us with a high quality print billboard to
hang up on the sponsored site. We are truly thankful to them
for their immense support for this noble cause, and anticipate a
greater working relationship with them in the near future!

BANANA BOX

We thank Adam Withey for his continued support for the Walk With
Rangers through Banana Box, Nairobi’s premier choice for curio
and eco-friendly gift items. Banana Box was a pivotal partner in
gaining maximum registrations for the trek finale, thank you!

KILI INC.

We acknowledge the presence and support of the team from Kili
Inc who helped document a large section of the trek for a short film
they hope to produce on wildlife conservation and the poaching
menace. We wish the team the very best in their endeavours, and
hope to see them at the next trek.

MERU MBEGA LODGE

After a long day’s drive, we arrived finally into Arusha, ready for
day 1 of our great trek, tired and wet from the rain, to be greeted
with warm smiles and welcoming response from the staff and
owners of the Meru Mbega Lodge. We cannot thank them enough
for providing us with a safe campsite for the night as we headed off
on our journey for conservation. Thank you so much!

ENDUIMET W.M.A.

The Enduimet Wildlife Management Area (EWMA) formed in
2007 encompasses 1,280sq km of land. The EWMA serves as an
important trans-national migratory route and dispersal area for
many fauna including the African Elephant. It remains the only
corridor that connects to the Kilimanjaro Ecosystem, through
the Kitenden corridor. We are thankful to the management of the
EWMA for their collaboration during the trek that ensured the safe
passage and stay of all trekkers, and hope to work together in
future projects as well.

NDARAKWAI RANCH

We are deeply thankful to Peter Jones of Ndarakwai Ranch for
hosting us at their amazing campsite, safely tucked in between
reclaimed land and nestled within lush greens. We are also grateful
to Ndarakwai Ranch’s entire team for allowing us to utilize their
premises to host the Tanzanian Minister for Tourism and Wildlife,
Hon. Lazaro Nyalandu for lunch prepared by the wonderful Marlies
Gabriel. We could not have imagined a better setting! Thank you!

HONEYGUIDE FOUNDATION

We acknowledge the tireless efforts of Damian Bell with gratitude
as he aided us by way of linking the EWMA into the trek plans.
Damian’s entire team of dedicated rangers was well represented
and we hope to collaborate further in the future!

PARA’KITO

Life in the African bush is uncertain, except for one thingMosquitos!
We are truly thankful to Ori and Yariv of Para’Kito for supplying
branded mosquito repelling wristbands to all our trekkers to keep
them safe from nasty bites! The wristbands come with a refillable
pellet infused with natural essential oils that lasted the entire 15day duration of the trek. If you want mosquitos to stay away from
you, our 70+ trekkers have tried and tested and can verify their
efficacy!

SHU’MATA CAMP

Situated at the foot of Mt. Kilimanjaro, Shu’mata camp sits
atop a beautiful hill that made for interesting climbing for the
adventurous trekkers. We express our gratitude to the entire
staff and management of Shu’Mata camp for providing a secure
camping spot for our group. Asante!

SUNRICE

Kenya’s finest pishori rice! Kept 70+ people running on full tanks
throughout our 15-day trek. We express our deepest gratitude to
Mittal Shah of Sunrice for the amazing support, and look forward
to partnering again in future! Thanks ever so much! We would have
starved without you!

We would also like to express our gratitude to:

RADIO AFRICA

- For the amazing support in radio ads on all their
stations, East FM, Kiss FM, Classic FM and X FM alike. We are
deeply thankful and hope to partner again in the near future!

OSHWAL SCHOOLS

FINALLY! MEET THE TREKKERS!

CHIGWELL- For their immense support for our anti-poaching goal!
ELLIE TEES - For the tremendous support through the sale of

We would like to acknowledge with special thanks, all the trekkers that came on the

- For partnering with us in raising awareness
at a classroom level and raising funds for our projects, we are
deeply thankful and excited to partner with them in the following
treks! Asanteni sana!

their amazing designs!

JITEN PHOTOGRAPHY - For the amazing photoshoot!
LAIMAA EVENTS - For putting together a stunning finale for the

Walk With Rangers!

CARE FOR THE WILD KENYA

- For the amazing support during the
route reconnaissance for the Kenya route.

ODIPODEV - For the amazing web support!
M-CHANGA - For aiding us with a localized platform for online
fundraising!

VOI WILDLIFE LOGDE - For their endless support for conservation!
YELLOW AGENCY - For their help with visuals for the Walk With
Rangers!

WILD LIFE AFRICA - For their assistance in mobilizing volunteers.
THE AFRICAN EMBASSY SAFARIS - For their help in putting

together a stunning inauguration for the trek!

SPARKLING ELEPHANT PROJECT

- For being at the start point to
welcome us all, shimmering with hope!

MERU SPRING DRINKING WATER

- For the much needed and
deeply valued drinking water supply.

LEAF AND BEAN

- For their support in providing a pick up venue
for the trekkers, and GREAT coffee!

Thompsons gazelles crossing trekkers during the Walk
With Rangers in Kenya.

Walk With Rangers. Thank you for making our journey so successful, and we hope to
see you at the next Great Trek!
Here’s a brief portfolio of our great adventurers, with snapshots of some of their
classic moments, and testimonials!

DIANA JEROP SEREM

From Eldoret, studied Hospitality and Tourism Management.

MUSTANSIR KHANBHAI

Businessman and resident of the Coastal region of Kenya.
“Jambo to all, my reason for joining the trek was an opportunity for me
to experience the wild and nature on foot. All the people who were there
participating in the walk were just amazing, all with individual qualities.
I had left a loving family at home but found another loving family in the
wild which will be next to impossible for me to forget.
The environmental damage which we the human species are doing is
beyond comprehension, while we pride ourselves of being the species
with the ‘brains’. We need to join hands to reverse the destruction we
have caused to nature for our own survival.”

“I was so excited to see an invite for the Walk With Rangers 2014 event in Facebook
and purposed to join in for the trek to save our elephants and rhinos whose
numbers keep going down due to poaching. The objective of the event was a great
one since a mobile vet unit would mean wounded animals due to legal hunting
would be cared for and an anti poaching unit will also reduce the poaching menace.
The trek was one of the best experience especially getting to meet various new
global friends where everyone could share all their wholesome experiences. I
personally learnt a lot of new things about conservation which I couldn’t cover in
my studies.
I also got a chance to understand the conflicts on first-hand experience with the
locals in their relations with wildlife. The few challenges we had made us stronger
everyday we hope they will be lessons learnt for the next chapter. Thank you for
thinking of such an interesting initiative.”

KHATIJA ‘TIJU’ AZIZ
Mother of two and business owner in Voi, Tiju’s infectious laughter had everyone in camp
smiling even on the worst days. She recounts her experience on the trek vividly.

REVAL & ASHMI SHAH
Married, forever in love.
“Reval and I were sent a link to WWR by a friend
who regretfully could not come to for the walk. The
simplest way of describing the trip was 9 nights...8
campsites and more than 50 life-long friends. We
are so glad to have met such wonderful people who
share the same ideologies as us.
Conservation is a part of our lives that we tend to
ignore and assume that someone else will do it
but this trip gave us a sneak peak of what a ranger
goes through in his day to day duties and the
hardships of his life. The experience was absolutely
amazing and we hope we can continue to support
the rangers as well conserving our wildlife.”

“Walk with Rangers... Wow! What an amazing experience it was for those 15 days that we
walked from Arusha to Nairobi! I never thought it would be a life-changing experience for me,
but it was. From day 1 onwards, every step… The people that I met that became my family,
the rangers whom we walked with telling us what they experience when they are on duty, the
small things that we take for granted like running water in the taps, clean clothes, food.
I remember the day we got some water at Ndarakwai and we managed to wash a few of our
clothes and hang them on tree branches… How happy and satisfied we all were with silly
grins on our faces because we finally wore clean clothes! We all said to ourselves, “ you really
get to appreciate the small things like clean laundry that you take for granted when you live
in the city!”
All in all, this was a walk with a difference that actually made a difference. It was an honour
to be walking with the rangers and every moment is treasured..!!”

MAYA DODHIA
Student, and newly addicted adventurer extreme.
“My A Level exams completed, Summer 2014 had officially arrived, and what better way to start my summer than to
walk across the country with a group of extraordinary like-minded people, for one of the most worthwhile causes.
Hearing about the “Walk With Rangers” expedition during my exams from Niki a fellow member of the walk, I
automatically said “Yes! Let’s go.” Not realising how strenuous or tough the expedition was going to be. But knowing
it was going to be invaluable, for I was finally going to be able to help somehow in conservation and especially that of
some of the most majestic creatures to roam the planet. Something I had dreamed of from a young age, and something
that had been drilled into me by my parents, because the statistics are scary, and it’s time for action to be taken.
Bags packed and ready, it was time to set off on an expedition that changed my life. Pushing yourself beyond your
limits, baking in the sun and dust, walking side by side with rangers who never complained and strangers who became
family, learning things that you never believed you would learn. It was an experience of a lifetime and one I would not
trade for anything!”

KATHERINE DENISON
“All of us who are active in issues of poverty, violence and injustice get overwhelmed
by the enormous need in every corner of this blue earth. Sometimes it helps to focus
on a particular area and throw body and soul into it. Over the last couple of years, the
devastation of predator wildlife in my own country and every sort of wild creature in
Africa and South America has become symbolic of humanity’s mad dash to oblivion
and I’ve spent time and money searching for solutions. I found myself inquiring
about the rangers who risk their lives to stop poaching of beloved African species
and enjoyed fantasies of joining their work. It didn’t take long to realize my age and
physical limits would make that impossible, but I continued to learn more and offer
support. So many opportunities to travel to Africa to learn or be of use seemed
suspect, mostly do-good lightweight fundraising with little chance to learn. When
one of my contacts, a photographer who works to defend the Serengeti, posted an
announcement for Walk With Rangers, I found what I’d been seeking.
Within hours I’d made plans for inoculations and visas, found the best fares for
travel and connected with others planning the trek, bought new boots and started
to train. Three weeks away! I knew no one in Tanzania or Kenya but I knew I’d find
friends quickly in an event like this. And friends I found! Sixty of us from over the
globe walked together through salt flats and savannahs, deserts and bush, alongside
the bravest of men. It’s hard to imagine a group with tighter, more loving ties, quick
to know and accept one another. Through the hardship and discord inevitable on
a challenging trek like this, we emerged strong and bonded and committed to our
shared cause. The rangers whose friendships I now treasure helped me understand
their daily risks, the ecological and economical complications around the issues of
conservation, the tender passion at the heart of their fierce responsibilities.
I can’t imagine a trip that could better suit my need for personal challenge, expanded
knowledge, exposure to wildlife and wild times. What wonderful days. How lucky I am
to have joined these rangers and strangers to change my life and theirs.”

ANNA WUGHANGA

RASHIDA DUNGARWALLA

Student at United States International University and Miss Tourism Kenya crown bearer.

Australian national, Rashida is a world traveler and
psychologist.

“My experience during the Walk With Rangers trek was life changing. My interactions with my fellow
walkers exposed me to a world of knowledge especially about conservation; not only locally but even
internationally. In addition, I was able to spend a lot of time with the rangers who walked with us and as
a result I got a first-hand feel for the life they live and the challenges they face. I was also able to witness
the strong passion they have for wildlife even in the face of difficulty and hardship.
Walk with Rangers was an experience that I would re-live, no questions asked.”

SHAMIT PATEL Owner at Myrobi
“Walk With Rangers, that spanned two countries and 15 days, was one of the highlights of

The rangers are the men and women on the ground who need our help to combat poaching.

my life so far. I met people and saw places that opened my mind up to the possibility of the

They put their lives on the line so that our kids will one day be able to see rhinos and elephants

collective being able to save small parts of this planet. The beauty of the landscapes cannot

in the wild instead of history books. The rangers need our help and we cannot sit idly by and

be described, it must be seen. The warm nature of the other walkers cannot be written here, it

watch them struggle to save the wild inhabitants of our world.

must be felt. For 15 days we came together like a tribe. A wild tribe fighting against poaching,

Walk With Rangers will always be something close to my heart. I made friends for life and

fighting against greed and apathy. We came together because we believe we must all make

learned and walked and appreciated and it was beautiful.

a difference one step at a time. Walking with the rangers was a wonderful experience as they

A wonderful cause for our wonderful wild life. Thank you for letting me be part of this journey.

taught us so much.

Upwards and onwards until the next one!”

“I was coming to work in Nairobi for a few months and had
Heard about Walk With Rangers, through aunty, and family
and friends who were part of the trek’s organizational
team.
It is so hard to sum up my Walk With Rangers experience
in a few paragraphs. I don’t think the experience can ever
be done Justice by words on a page. Walk with rangers was
initially something I got involved in as an adventure and a
way to see Africa in the most raw way for it’s outstanding
beauty, as well as conservation reasons, however my
knowledge on poaching, rangers and the poaching crisis
within Kenya and Tanzania was very limited when I began
this journey.
Throughout the journey I changed As a person and learnt
something new every single day. I gained an immense
amount of knowledge and Information about conservation,
animals, the wild, people, rangers, Maasai, our world
and myself. As well as being one of the most physically
challenging times of my life, it was also the most mentally
exhilarating. I gained new passions and a new view on
many topics I hadn’t ever thought about before.
Being isolated in the wild with no more than what you need
to survive, gives you a sense of freedom unlike any other
and this became the most simple and amazing way of
living. Walking along the Nyiri desert with wild elephants
has to be one of the most pivotal moments of my life.
Sleeping under stars every night and talking, laughing and
crying with like-minded people who became my family by
the end of the walk, will stay with me forever.
I must finish by saying I came into this walk alone, and
I have left with a new family. My fellow walkers are now
family from 13 countries, and across every religion.
We have woken up together, ate together, gone to sleep
together, felt pain and great happiness together and have
gone through life’s unforgettable moments together that
only we will share - I have learnt from each and every one
of you, fallen in love with all of you and you have added
to and changed my life. Thank you from the bottom of my
heart. Thank you for the amazing experience and I will be
seeing you next year. Love and light.”

Trekker Nabeel Banoo assists in the treatment of a
donkey during the walk.

WAHID MERAKCHI
Born on the 7th of March, 1983 in Algiers; Wahid is a Roaming International Product
Manager in telecommunications.
“To destroy wildlife is to destroy the lives of millions of African people. I believe that is our
duty to act, to protect, to help to give life not to take It, I believe that there is no difference
between killing an elephant and killing humans. Joining Walk With Rangers and to walk
with Raabia Hawa for wildlife is an honor.
Be part of a change, show all the world that this should concern all people, show the
world that there is an emergency, our wildlife is in danger and we have to act now.
I met some wonderful people during the trek, I met brothers and sisters, I met angels;
people from around the world ready to work to protect wildlife.
Walk with Rangers was the greatest experience of my life, I left the walk and Kenya in
tears, and now I m ready to come back to walk again with rangers and Raabia.
I believe in rangers , I believe in Raabia Hawa, I believe in Walk with Rangers. Together we
can make difference. God bless you all.”

STEVE DAVIDSON -

ex-RAF helicopter pilot, sportsman, ornithologist and lover of African wildlife.
“The dream of Walking with Rangers from Arusha to Nairobi became reality in June 2014 for not only me but dozens of likeminded people from all walks of life and ages from teenagers to Mzees. Being one of the latter I had some misgivings as to
my ability to complete the challenge especially as I intended to carry my pack with tent & sleeping bag as well as clothes,
compass and camera.
Not wanting to be a burden to the group I had a myriad of extra survival extras for comfort and emergencies and two small
plastic bowls that fitted exactly in the top of my back-pack became prized possessions for both soaking my aching feet at
the camp site each evening and for doing daily dhobi (especially my woolen RAF flying socks) as well as being useful to
other Trekkers for their dhobi & ablutions.
My military background was obviously apparent to all our Rangers and I would greet them and exchange salutes daily
as our mutual respect grew with each step we took towards the general goals of raising awareness and money for the
Rangers, the wildlife and a mobile veterinary unit.
The trek was inspirational and many long-lasting friendship bonds were made with folks from around the globe but I
personally had to alter my expectations of the walk through the bundu from a semi-covert, quiet, possibly hazardous
march into a more jovial, relaxed & slightly frustrating nature-trail-amble! To keep my pledge to my many generous
Sponsors I was determined to carry my pack the whole distance even though I could have utilised the space in
one of our support vehicles and carried just a smaller day-pack as most of my compatriots were doing. The extra
weight was energy-sapping made harder by many un-necessary stops (in my view) that were instigated to allow
those who dawdled at the rear of the stretched column to catch up. Standing and waiting with the pack with
my muscles chilling was as tiring as walking and whenever a halt was called I would look for shade and a rock
or log to rest on.... hence the many comments and photos of “Steve on a rock!!”
My highlights of the trek-experience range from arduous, over-heating in full gear in the rain on day 1
through enjoying the sights of Elephant, Kudu and Gerunuk and the night grunts, squeals and screams
of the campsites at night (both human and wild animal) to the “miles & miles of bloody Africa” & the
friendly greetings from all the villagers along the route.
I had a few observations of how the next trek could be improved for the likes of myself but
generally the gathering of such a diverse group forced to live in semi-hardship conditions and
yet bonding together is testament to the worthwhile nature of Raabia’s vision of a lifechanging event that I am sure will be repeated in one form or another & improve annually
to the benefit of animals and Rangers in the future. Personally I now look forward to
some real patrols in the wild with Rangers thanks mainly to the excellent
contacts I made in June...Thank you everyone involved.”

KIRSTEN MENKS
Kirsten Menks, a veterinarian with a passion for African
countries and their wildlife!

ABDULRAHIM ABUBAKAR
Domestic animal rescue volunteer, wildlife enthusiast.
“My experience during this walk… Honestly, I don’t have the
words to describe how I enjoyed each and every step! This
was my first time doing something like this, which I never
had imagined! It was great and simply wonderful from the
start, to think that people from nearly all parts of the world,
coming together for this noble cause, for rangers and wildlife
was truly amazing and wonderful.I heartily thank Raabia
Hawa for founding this great initiative, it takes alot of courage
and determination to create something big and noble, and
that is Walk with Rangers, I also thank her team and Beyond
Wilderness for doing a fantastic job throughout the walk,
HATS OFF TO YOU GUYS, TO THE BRAVE RANGERS AND TO
ALL MY OH TERI TRIBE!!!! Thank you!”

“From day one traveling through Africa, I fell in love with
the beautiful landscapes and the magnificent wildlife. You
can never imagine that at this killing rate these amazing
animals will no longer be a part of this world in the future...
Back in The Netherlands I was feeling kind of homesick
for Africa and when I saw the Walk With Rangers initiative I
contacted Raabia Hawa immediately. I booked a flight from
Amsterdam to Nairobi, just to support the cause and walk
350km’s with Rangers, and it was an experience never to
forget!
Walking was just great – getting out of your tent, into
your boots for every day another landscape and another
adventure. The rangers were absolutely the best - I trusted
them completely and they guided us through the fields, we
learned about their life in these fields and they told us their
stories about protecting the wildlife; and on top of that
they kept us safe. The participants were wonderful - from
day one we were one strong family, a family supporting
each other every hour of the day, just like rangers do.
Back in Europe, wildlife conservation is not a daily topic in
the news, but it is in my world. I think it is heartbreaking
if you realize how many animals are killed for nothing, at
an unimaginable rate. I have seen awful scenarios and have
heard the stories from rangers, people who give their life
for conservation of the wildlife. This experience really gets
to you. Therefore I am convinced that if people see and feel
their pain they will support this cause! Walk With Rangers!”

NIKI SHAH

HAZEL CORCORAN

SANParks KZN Honorary Rangers Secretary
Day job: Accounts and Logistics Manager
“Now is the time to celebrate all Creatures Great and Small because our dear Lord made them all
A realisation that there are some dedicated and very interested people who are concerned and active towards the
plight of God’s incredibly wonderful world which mankind is brazenly murdering, plundering and exploiting.
A realisation that each one of us on the walk has a duty to fight for God’s world – especially talking and spreading
the word to the youth.
Walk with Rangers is an eye opener for anyone and I would like to consider duplicating the idea in the South
African National Parks. Rangers deserve every recognition and equipment and support they can get!
Well done on the initiative; they are special people indeed; – God’s own!”

Student, wildlife enthusiast, adventurer.

MANDEEP SHAH

Business consultant, part of an independent board
that manages and governs various schools in East
Africa, as well as provides relief to communities
and individuals who cannot afford basic amenities,
such as shelter and education. I also enjoy
break-dancing, running marathons, scuba diving,
mountaineering, and have represented Kenya at an
international level in the field of swimming.
“The Walk with Rangers has been a great initiative
to raise awareness about the dire situation and
tragic loss of wildlife that our country, and region
as a whole, is facing. Being part of this walk gave
me a unique opportunity to experience first-hand
the remarkable work that the KWS Rangers carry
out and the challenges that they face on a daily
basis. The trek was enlightening and unique; we
walked through deserts and national parks - beside
elephants, zebras, wildebeest and giraffes - and
despite injuries and blisters, we all carried on. The
amazing people I met simply changed my life! The
brilliance each of them has to change the world in
their own little way has been an inspiring journey
and renewed my hope, that by working together
with our dedicated rangers, and by putting words
into action, we can make a significant difference to
saving our country’s precious gems – our wildlife.”
‘Who am I? Do I even exist?’ … I remember desperately searching
the star-filled sky for an answer. No, I wasn’t able to find my
clone in a parallel universe a million light years away, but, whilst
Walking with Rangers (WWR) I did grow in the realization that…

DON JOHNSON

Retired African-Based Retail Food Director – Pick n Pay
“THERE IS NO GREATER LOVE THAN TO GIVE UP YOUR LIFE FOR ANOTHER.
We had the wonderful privilege with these men, spending our days, sharing moments of wonder, joy, and
sometimes sadness, and lots of laughter.
Enjoying all the wonderful people of like mind, hoping we can make a difference, hoping we can help
save these wonderful creatures from the selfishness and greed of the evil on this wonderful gift from God
which we call earth.
Would I do it again? You bet I would.”

I am:
A student who just returned home from studying Biodiversity
&Conservation in Canada, eager to WWR to complement her
academic experience with practical lessons from the ground.
An avid traveler whose latest excursion turned out to be an exotic
tale of adventure, perseverance, friendship and simple living in
the form of a 175km(Namanga-Nairobi) walk, past Pride Rock,
across a border, and through a desert into endless expanses of
game-studded savannah.
A conservationist who vividly remembers her heart swell with

“Following completion of my A level exams, I had
decided that I would like to go on an expedition
for a worthy cause and an opportunity has landed
itself for me to join a group for an epic initiative
“Walk With Rangers” in support of this critical
cause.
It is said that every 15 minutes, an elephant is
silenced forever, and if the slaughter continues
at this rate they will be extinct very soon. I learnt
about these alarming figures, whilst doing my
geography coursework on elephants and I was
determined that I wanted to help, but I did not
know how. I got cue from my cousin Sapna,
who recently passed away; and despite having
muscular dystrophy she managed to change and
positively affect all the lives she had contact with
and she always said, “You must not give up and
you can influence and bring change by taking
initiative in whatever you believe”. She has been an
inspiration to all including Raabia Hawa, who gave
a memorable and very inspirational speech at my
cousin’s memorial echoing Sapna’s mantra, that
against all odds she will continue to fight the battle
against poachers.
This is the inspiration I was looking for and decided
to contribute by joining the group for the trek
and start my journey of helping in this worthy
conservation mission.
This was the biggest test of endurance that I have
ever challenged myself to face. It honestly was the
most worthwhile and fulfilling experience of my life.
The people made the walk amazing and an
experience I would never trade for anything!”

hope and awe whilst listening to the ranger’s testimonies that
showcased tremendous bravery and dedication in line of their
duty.
A nature aesthete who embraced the instant when the lavender,
fuchsia, orange, gold rays of the descending sun shot across the
sky every evening - sometimes illuminating the silhouettes of
elephants in the distance - thinking this was the reason behind
her existence.
A covert introvert who relished every conversation with her
new ranger and walker friends - anything from TED talks and
ambitions, to religion and beer... Rarely has she met such a
charismatic, cause- driven, and inspiring group of personalities–
She admires their free-spirit and hopes to carry it wherever she
goes.
A crusader who has big dreams of saving the world but often

CHEENAR SHAH

finds her cape stuck in the doorway in the face of enormity of
the world’s problems. The walk in contrast proved to be Mission
Possible for her in more ways than one: it inspired the transition
to vegetarianism for the die-hard chicken consumer she once
was; a symbol of solidarity in her quest to extend compassion to
all living beings.
An optimist that believes that initiatives like Walk With Rangers
are important in igniting a powerful movement to empower
rangers, the very custodians of our East African heritage. For
without these brave men and women, the ongoing massacre of
our magnificent elephants would not only go without justice, but
would even rob the planet of their existence entirely.
I am:
Cheenar Shah”

FAZEELA MUBARAK

Studying Business Management.
“As the poaching crisis escalated, I felt so
helpless with what was happening to our
wildlife especially rhinos and elephants, it was
sad knowing that elephants could be extinct in
the next 10 years.
So in June this year, I decided to join the Walk
With Rangers initiative that is supporting
grassroots efforts to fight poachers and
support rangers.
The main aim of the trek was to raise funds
for two conservation projects one for a mobile
vet unit and an anti poaching team. We joined
in the Kenyan side (the other walkers had
been walking from Arusha) and trekked for
almost 200 kms for 8 days from Namanga, the
Tanzanian border up to Nairobi.
Everyday was a new sunrise and a beautiful
surprise.
We walked through the desert, the savannahs,
luggas and the bush.
The trek brought people from Algeria to South
Africa, New York to Australia, Austria to China.
We were 60 walkers coming from all walks of
life with one cause - to save our wildlife.
During the trek I got to interact with the most
brave and humble people I have ever come
across - the rangers.
After covering the trek for the day, we would
set up camp, and at night sit around the fire
and listen to the brave rangers narrate how
everyday they worked so passionately and
risked their lives protecting our heritage.
Sometimes we got to listen to the Maasai
rangers sing and even got to dance along with
them.
At times we would just look up at the bright
starry skies and listen to the wonderful sounds
of the wilderness.
It was a wonderful journey and we learnt so
much especially the plight of rangers who are
the true heroes of conservation.”

SHARNA NOLAN
TIAN ‘JOSIE’ WANG

Chinese tour guide based in Kenya.
“Walking with rangers for the memorable 8
days really affects my life a lot. I am Tian
Wang, and as a tour leader in Kenya, I mainly
show Chinese tourists all the national parks.
People rarely ask questions about wild animals.
Based on my experience , few people really
know what really happens to the rangers
and the wild animals today, and that’s what
motivated me to join Walk With Rangers at the
last minute, (I never heard of it before, luckily
though it was beyond deadline of registration
, Raabia still made me get in. Thanks again for
that!).
We may not have encountered too many wild
animals during this walk, but the diversity
of Kenya just displayed in front of my face.
Walking different roads with Kenyan rangers
and walkers from all walks of life, and a
warm bonfire after dinner made us stay close
together to share what happened to them.
All in all, the love and knowledge towards
animals increased my desire to talk to my
friends and customers, and I’m now trying to
be a vegan at the same time after that walk, in
realizing that animals are part of our life, all
animals not only wild ones.
Peace to the loveliest animals there, peace to
the best rangers there!”

Australian social entrepreneur and ideas
activist on a mission to enable others to dream
big and grow good ideas. Sharna has worked in
12 countries, visited 42 and loves the outdoors.
“I joined the WWR group after working on a
large reforestation project in Kenya, Tanzania,
Rwanda and Uganda. Working beside the
mighty Kilimanjaro, my work opened my eyes
to the beauty and vulnerability of the African
landscape and people. I travelled extensively
and learned that forest cover is often less
than 10%, destroying wildlife habitat. Without
trees, rainfall becomes highly variable which
impacts crops and causes hunger. Locals
become tempted to let others plunder their
natural resources for ivory, charcoal, skins
and bush meat to raise emergency cash. With
one elephant killed every 15 minutes, my time
came to act. I was the last to register, and
arrived with two weeks notice.
Walking the trail was arduous but rewarding.
It was clear that our presence raised interest
from the Maasai villagers, and inspired hope
among government leaders, lodge owners and
the rangers. Protecting wildlife is challenging
on every level, and there are few that can
step up for the rights of wildlife. Some small
projects are now blooming. I hope this work
continues and inspires more people to join the
next walk, especially from the local government
and Maasai. I look forward to seeing this good
idea grow into a movement and hope that it
puts some pressure on the government to keep
its promises. Good luck Raabia, and thanks for
creating the opportunity!”

TIMOTHY GORSKI

Director and Producer, Rattle The Cage
Productions, Tim has received 12
awards for his work in film. He recently
won the Jackson Hole Film Festival
award for the documentary ‘How I
Became An Elephant’.
Tim recounts his experience on the trek
despite battling blisters and fever below:
“My sentiments on the walk, in a few
words, “AMAZING, STELLAR, EPIC
JOURNEY, WITH PASSIONATE, CARING,
COMMUNITY MEMBERS, DEDICATED
CONSERVATIONISTS, EXPERIENCED
RANGERS, AND ENVIRONMENTALLY
CONSCIOUS EXPLORERS; A RARE AND
DEEPLY EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE.”

ZAMEER HUSAIN

Multimedia designer, animal and human activist, an anti-poaching volunteer ranger and dog trainer for police, home protection and anti-poaching.
“I took part in the 350km walk from Arusha Tanzania, to Nairobi Kenya in June 2014 as the South African representative of this East African initiative to raise awareness about the war we are facing
against poaching. During my journey, I made amazing friends that became like family as there was a very strong sense of solidarity amongst us. We all knew exactly why we were doing this. We helped
each other out when it came to injuries, motivation and supported both mentally and emotionally. I knew the journey would not be easy but I had a lot of fun overall. I will never forget the 350 km walk
we had as it helped me grow a lot more in ways such as physically, emotionally and mentally. The trip was also a spiritual journey as I am a practising Muslim and I remembered the quote “A good
deed done to an animal is as meritorious as a good deed done to a human being, while an act of cruelty to an animal is as bad as an act of cruelty to a human being” - The Prophet Muhammad (Peace
Be Upon him): Hadith.
Having this very important quote in mind, I never set foot in the support vehicles as I wanted to push myself to walk every step of the way despite injuries I faced. I have done anti-poaching patrols a
few times in both South Africa and in Kenya and this was a great challenge for me. The friends and memories I made will never be forgotten, all Praise be to Allah (God). I had the honour of doing a
tracking and ambush exercise with the dog patrol unit in Tanzania with team leader Kephas staying by my side as I went to hide in the bush and tested the unit’s dogs and their tracking skills. I was not
disappointed as the dog managed to successfully track me within a short amount of time. I wish to go back and train these dogs to the best of my ability.
I urge people over the world to take part in such activities that will help protect our animals as well as supporting our brothers and sister rangers in the bush that are on the frontline. There is no time
like the present, so please take action. Every single person has the capability and potential to create positive change.”

TIM FROST

23 year old student in Germany, wildlife photographer, and qualified paramedic.
“Between the years 2013 and 2014 I lived and worked as a volunteer for one year in Himo
(Tanzania). During my time as volunteer in Tanzania, one of my local friends posted an
announcement about the Walk With Rangers in the social network Facebook. It interested me a
lot and I shared my enthusiasm about this walk with my friends. Some days later I applied for the
Walk together with another volunteer.
The main reason why I wanted to join the walk was my personal lack of information about the
wildlife problems of African countries concerning the illegal slaughtering and killing of innocent
animals of the african wildlife.
Retrospectively I cannot imagine what I would miss if I had not participated in the walk. I met
people, rangers, animal lovers and wildlife activists from different continents and cultures,
everyone with his or her special humor, lovely character, knowledge and life history. Also the
experience to walk and camp somewhere in the bush in the territory of wild animals was amazing.
At the end I was happy that my curiosity was satisfied with new knowledge and impressions about
poaching in Tanzania and Kenya.”

FEZAN ‘FEZ’ FARUK

Aviation and adventure addict, the world’s next big
thing in stand-up one liner comedy.
“Adventure, adventure, adventure those three words
are what sum me up. There is nothing I love more
than travelling. I think the only thing that excites
me more than travelling is last minute travelling.
Trust me there is no better feeling than ending
up somewhere without planning to end up there.
That’s the reason why I loved the walk with the
rangers walk. It taught me a lot of things. I learnt
about how the rangers live. It’s not easy the way
they live. I think everyone should go for a walk like
this at least once to understand how much the
rangers go through for our wildlife. It also taught
me the importance of small things which we take
for granted in the city, things like water, electricity
even something as small as sleeping under the
stars. This walk was a life changing experience for
me.
One thing is for sure no matter what I am definitely
going for the next walk, no matter when it is. The
most Important thing about the walk is the people
i got to meet, at first it was a walk with strangers,
but two days later it felt like each and every walker
was part of my family. Miss them all and thanks
Raabia for giving us such an wonderful opportunity.

ANTHONY NJUGUNA

23 year old co-director of Laimaa Events Ltd. And Benaiah Motors
Kenya, Tony is a nature lover enthusiastic about the outdoors
and passionate about wildlife. He loves new challenges and
experiences, is a fan of travelling and an adrenaline junkie.
“I took part in The Walk with Ranger’s Project, in June this year, it
was a total distance of 350 km, from Arusha to Kenya. In every
step I took, I had several other wonderful experiences gained,
from the people to the terrain it was the quintessence of peace
in life. I approached Raabia Hawa to participate as a speaker for
a TEDx youth event, this further led to working with her on the
Walk with Rangers project. I was inspired by her direct action
and die hard compassion for wildlife.
I believe a goal was met, if not the ultimate one; the
contributions by most participants will symbolise the time
shared with everyone - rangers from TZ and Kenya, humans
from all walks of life, all brought together for one cause.
I would absolutely recommend the foundation that Raabia
has setup and her monumental goal, would be achieved by
us; the people.”

NABEEL BANOO
Born and raised in South Africa, Nabeel is an adventure
junkie studying Environmental Science and Animal Health at
University. He works at the Johannesburg Zoo and is the Brand
Ambassador for the SPCA.
“ I have a deep passion and love for animals and conservation.
I’m an earth child, and have always felt a connection with
nature. I have no problem with hard work and prefer getting my
hands dirty than sitting back and watching others do things. I
always put myself out there, and go all out to achieve what I set
my sights on. I am dedicating my life to protecting and saving
all animals. My heart is in Africa, the most diverse and beautiful
place in the world, it is and always will be my home, and I will
do everything I can to protect it.
This trek was the best experience of my life, I am so grateful
for every moment, and everyday I wish I was back in East
Africa walking alongside so many people as dedicated to saving

animals as I am. It was my first time spending so much time
with rangers, and I have the utmost respect and admiration for
them. They are truly the most down to earth and humble people
I have ever met. This amazing initiative brought strangers from
all over the world together and made them into a family. Waking
up to sunrises over the Savannah, every day brought new
adventure and new scenery coming to a close with the most
awesome sunsets. Every night spent under the African night sky
was absolute bliss for me, I have never seen so many stars or
shooting stars.
From finding scorpions under our tents in the mornings to
watching elephants walking by and herds of zebra playing in the
grass, this was an epic adventure and I’m so blessed to have
been a part of it. It was my first expedition into the wild of East
Africa, and it will stay in my heart forever.”

FUNDRAISER
We are delighted to announce the results of our fundraiser
thus far, and take the opportunity to once again, thank all our
supporters, donors and sponsors for helping us reach that much
closer to realizing our dream projects.
We have raised a total of $43,087.85 through various platforms
as indicated in detail below:
Donations received via cash/ cheque: 1,765,413.50
Donations received via PayPal/ MPesa via M-Changa: 999,554
TOTAL= 2,764,967.50
Donations pending collection via sponsorship:
Sponsor 1: 500,000
Sponsor 2: 100,000
Total= 600,000
Donations pending transfer:
Fundraiser 1: $2700
Fundraiser 2: $800
TOTAL= $3500 ; KES 297,500

THE FUTURE
We didn’t manage to hit our target of 126,000USD
for the initial project, and will be running smaller
fundraisers throughout the waiting period for the next
trek in order to meet the target and install the projects.
To support the projects, please consider making a

GRAND TOTAL=

donation via a link available on our website

KES. 3,662,47.50

www.walkwithrangers.com

USD. 43,087.85

To donate via cheque, please send an email to
info@walkwithrangers.com
We are currently working on yet another spectacular
routing for the next trek, scheduled for mid-late 2015.
To get updates, please send us an email on
info@walkwithrangers.com and follow us on facebook,
twitter and our website.

