
Wren  Feathers 
Tlingit-style costume 

 
As always this pattern is © by me (Jennie Bagrowski) and is for your personal use only, you MAY share it by linking to this 
blog, you may NOT sell it.  If you sell things made from this pattern I’d appreciate credit for the pattern design.   
I assume you have basic sewing knowledge and the pictures should suffice, but if you need help please email me! 
 

 
 
You may or may not be aware that in the US there is a law governing the sale of “American Indian or Alaska Native arts and crafts 
products.”  The Indian Arts and Crafts Act of 1990 (P.L. 101-644) says it is illegal to market an art or craft item as Indian or Native 
American or using the name of a tribe if “a member, or certified Indian artisan, of that tribe did not actually create the art or craft 
item”.  So you can’t sell something labeled “Crow dress” or “Tlingit blanket” if you are not a member of that tribe.  If you are going 
to sell these things and are not a member of any Native American tribe, you will need to clearly state your items are not "Indian 
made."    
 
Note on machine embroidery: 
If you are doing the octopus bag, you need to watch at the end.  For some reason it will try to go back over the 
“buttons” and sew them twice.  Stop the machine when it finishes the first round.  The embroidery designs you see in 
this pattern were designed and digitized by me and are available in .pes format if you need them. 
 

  



 

Making the button blanket 
The real blankets are made from wool, appliquéd in a contrasting color and outlined with hundreds of white buttons.  
The traditional colors are blue with a red border and red designs. Occasionally you will see a red blanket with black 
designs also.  Flannel is a good doll-size substitute. 
Of course you can use the design I provided here, but feel free to substitute something easier or more intricate. Search 
the web for Pacific Northwest art or button blankets and you will find a great variety of images. Just a reminder though 
that most of the images you will find are the intellectual property of or copyrighted by their owners. For personal use, 
you can do just about anything you want with the images you find. Using an online image to make a blanket for your 
granddaughter is fine. Selling that blanket however, is a violation of intellectual property laws. If you want authenticity, 
note that the bear design I posted here is my interpretation of a few different traditional images, so it is not 100% 
authentic. 

The larger doll size can be appliquéd easily using felt or cotton with fusible web.  The smaller doll size is a bit more 
challenging.  I embroidered mine, but you could also paint it. 



 

These show how I did mine.  For a larger doll, you could sew the borders on separately and line it like a “real” quilt.  The 
red edges get trimmed and topstitched under and outlined with buttons.  

 



 

   

18” doll size 

 

 

Blanket is 11”x14” or desired size 



Hearts for Hearts size   

Blanket is the same size as a standard piece of paper  (8.5”x11”) 

 

  



 

Making the dress 
This was based on a photo of http://www.penn.museum/collections/shotridge/display.php?type=objects&id=31-29-11 

The original was woven from goat hair in the 1930s and had painted decorations.  Muslin can substitute, and takes 
marker well.  Linen is much easier to fringe, but thicker so you will have to find a way to transfer the design. 

I used the Ethiopian dress pattern https://www.etsy.com/shop/jenwrenne to make this and Crayola fabric markers to 
draw the design.  If your fabric is thin enough to see through, place the fabric over the printed design and tape it down 
or hold them together on a clipboard.  Color your design before cutting out.  After cutting but before sewing, remove an 
inch or more of threads at the bottom to make a fringe.  Finish fringed area with a narrow zigzag to prevent further 
fraying and group the threads together to look more realistic. 

 

http://www.penn.museum/collections/shotridge/display.php?type=objects&id=31-29-11�
https://www.etsy.com/shop/jenwrenne�


Small doll size 

 

 

 



Large doll size 

  



The Octopus Bag 

 

The name of these refers to the hanging “tentacles” at the bottom.  Patterns are generally florals done in beads a bit like 
Eastern woodlands patterns.  The bag shown here is a little large for Mosi, it’s probably more of a 16”-18” doll size but 

couldn’t have been well-detailed if it were any smaller.   

 

Embroider, draw with markers or paint the design, sew around the edges leaving enough at the top to hem.   
Turn, press, hem, add a strap.  My strap was 12”x1.5” 



 
The gray line will sew as tiny buttons on the embroidery file.  If doing this by hand, seed beads or tiny buttons should 

follow the gray line.  Use the outer edge of the gray line as a seam line when sewing together. 
  



 

Footwear 
The moccasins shown for the Crow dress are typical of the so-called “one piece” moccasins (well, one piece 
plus the tongue…) worn by many Plains tribes.  They are fairly easy and straightforward to make.  The AG size 
is easily adaptable to other dolls like Kidz n Cats or Magic Attic, just put them on the doll and note where you 
will need to take in the side seam a little before sewing up the back. I included a simplified Crow design that I 
did with beads, but you could also embroider or paint these with a more elaborate design if you want.  
  
I found much more variation in the footwear of the tribes of the Pacific Northwest. Some of them used a 
pointy center seam moccasin that reminds me a little of medieval European footwear, but a puckered top 
moccasin similar to the tribes of the Eastern Woodlands seems to be equally common. Both the puckered top 
and a style of moccasins similar to those worn by the Plains tribes were made with fur lining and fur trim 
around the ankles. I also saw some examples of high moccasins being worn as well, but heavily decorated and 
laced up the front in contrast to those worn by Inuit and other tribes of the far north. 

Making “One piece” Moccasins 

 

 
Seams at the side are ¼”  The scissors in the fourth picture show where to trim for AG or take in for KnC/MAC. 
 
 



this picture shows it right side out.  It’s easier to fit this 
seam if you put it on the doll inside out.  Slash at the heel to make a flap, mark where your CB seam should be 
and sew. 

 
Trim CB seam. Turn the flap up and sew to the inside/outside by hand. 
 

  



Puckered Moccasin Variations 

  

Sew CB seam, gather round part by hand and fit to doll’s foot. 

 

Place top on foot and overcast by hand.  It’s easiest to do this while shoe is on the doll’s foot, but be careful not to poke 
her!   You can leave these as high mocs (pic on top R) and lace them up the front… 

 

Or fold down and trim flaps with fake fur/fleece.  If using this style, a contrasting, beaded  top is appropriate. 



 


