
Holodomor — the Ukrainian Genocide  
Historical Note 

This monument has been erected in memory of victims of the most 

heinous crime of genocide, we now call the Holodomor, when 

millions of Ukrainians were starved, shot, murdered or worked to 

death in Arctic labor camps. 

The Genocide began with the 1929-30 attack on the Ukrainian 

national elites: on the national level with the destruction of the 

Ukrainian intelligentsia and the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, and 

on the local level with the liquidation of the so-called “kulaks”, the 

most energetic, best-educated, and most nationally conscious 

farmers. Having decapitated the leadership of an eventual national 

revolt against the government’s unpopular policies, the regime 

could now attack the farmers, who constituted three quarters of the 

Ukrainian population.  

Stalin’s “revolution from above” was collectivization, whose purpose was to nationalize all 

farmland and give the regime unrestricted access to all farm produce, while transforming 

independent-minded farmers into indentured and obedient collective farm workers. When 

Ukrainians opposed forced collectivization, accompanied by the unbridled requisitions, Stalin 

resorted to wholesale confiscation of foodstuffs. All revolts were ruthlessly suppressed.  This led to 

starvation, which peaked in 1932-33, with the loss of millions of innocent human lives.    

During the famine, Ukrainian grain was exported and sold on European markets, while the 

military guarded stockpiled reserves in Soviet granaries. There was sufficient grain to feed the 

starving population. Starvation was intentional. Recalcitrant insubordinate Ukrainian farmers 

were condemned to slow, painful death. Those who tried to take refuge in urban centers were 

sent back to the villages, and the administrative border between Soviet Ukraine and the rest of 

the USSR, where food was more readily available, was closed with military guards.   

While exact numbers are difficult to ascertain, estimates suggest that between seven to ten 

million ethnic Ukrainians perished during the ten years prior to World War II. For nearly six 

decades the Soviet regime in Moscow covered up the magnitude of the crime and even denied 

that it ever took place. Russia continues to deny the genocidal nature of the Holodomor that 

Stalin and his regime perpetrated on Soviet Ukraine and its inhabitants.  

The Holodomor was a genocide in every sense of the word, as defined by the United Nations 

Convention on Genocide and in accordance with the conceptualization of the crime against the 

Ukrainian nation by Rafael Lemkin, the scholar who coined the term genocide.  
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