




                   Figure skating 

Amélie Bellêtre,  
third French 

Amélie Bellêtre, the figure skater from Berneval, took the third place at national championships in pair figure skating. A 
beautiful performance for one of the Huskies d’Or of last year who does not want to stop in such a good way. 

 

Omnisports 
Figure skating, the Bernevalaise Amélie Bellêtre third at national championships 

“Live fully my passion” 
After getting a Huskie d’Or last June, Amélie Bellêtre pursued with panache her figure skating career in pair by taking the 

second place at regional championships and the third at national championships. The young Bernevalaise does not want to 
stop here and has a lot of high level projects for the future. 

 At almost 15 (she will turn it on 
April 19), Amélie Bellêtre keeps living 
fully her passion for figure skating 
while she returned to an almost 
normal scholarship: “I stopped school 
by correspondence and I am in 
Troisième in an adjusted hour school 
in Paris XVIe. I made this choice 
because of the Brevet at the end of 

the year. I am in a class with a lot of 
ballet dancers and some figure 
skaters, a swimmer and three tennis 
players. We have four hours of class 
in the morning and training in the 
afternoon. At the beginning it was a 
bit tough but now it’s okay. I also 
changed of foster family but I still live 
in Gennevilliers.” 

 After a few adjustment weeks, 
Amélie appreciates this new lifestyle. 
She is currently registered at the club 
of Courbevoie where she trains with 
her partner Fabrice Jiroux, attentive 
to her new coach Line Haddad, 
herself former international level 
figure skater who has a Brevet d’Etat 
Second Degré . Further to the 
b o d y b u i l d i n g a n d p h y s i c a l 



preparation, the young Normande 
(She claims it with pride) practice 
figure skating two to three hours per 
day in single or in pair in an intensive 
way and progresses have already 
been seen. The good results linked 
everywhere the pair skated with 
success at the Coupe Robert-Chesnay 
at Dunkerque, in a same type 
competition at Troye and at the 
Trophée Côte de Nac re , t he 
equ iva lent o f the Normandie 
championships in Cean. 
 Well prepared, Amélie and 
Fabrice have been crowned vice 
reg iona l champions a t Cergy 
Pontoise, a title which allowed them 
t o q u a l i f y f o r t h e n a t i o n a l 
championships which took place a 
week after the mock exams of the 
Brevet at Charleville Mezières, five 
pairs where there and the motivation 
was big. The performance of Amélie 
Bellêtre and Fabrice Jiroux was of a 
great quality but it was recognized 
only with a third place while the 
observants (audience and most of the 
judges) would have give them the 
second place which had caused a big 
disappointment vis ible on the 
podium. “We are the only pair who 

did two program without any fail and 
including all the required elements 
(double thrown Axel, triple twist). 
Furthermore we did not fall while the 
first two did. Line Haddad inquired 
and found which judge was the 
reason of our rank.” 

Third but disappointed 

 “The problem probably comes 
from the fact that we are not enough 
famous in the skating world while the 
pair at the second place already 
competed at international level 
competitions and this may have 
impressed the judges.” Says Amélie 
still disappointed of this misfortune 
but which makes no link between this 
and the recent problems at the 
Olympic Games, the young skater did 
not watch the competition: “I prefer 
to skate than to watch the others 
especially because the pair formed by 
Sarah Abitbol and Stéphane Bernadis 
who was my favorite withdrawn. So I 
vaguely heard about the problem. 
There’s a lot of nat ional and 
international level judges and it’s 
sometimes people who never skated 
in competition so it’s tough for them. 

By the way, the Olympic Games are 
more a dream for the future and I 
know that in 2006 they will take place 
in Italia.” 

Olive and Popeye 

 Beside competitions, Amélie 
also has been invited with her partner 
to do shows all over France (Ajaccio, 
Bordeaux, Metz, Parvis de la Défense 
in Paris) the most often organized by 
Philippe Candeloro and where she 
had the opportunity to meet Surya 
Bonaly. Taking place outdoor, those 
performances are not always easy for 
the skaters but they take place in a 
very nice atmosphere. The pair 
Bellêtre-Jiroux performs on the 
theme of Popeye where Amélie plays 
an Olive smaller than she should be. 
 In the coming weeks, the 
schedule of Amélie will be busy but 
the young Bernevalaise has the head 
on the shoulders and get organized: 
“Two competitions are planned, one 
at Tours and the other at Bercy. Then, 
there will be the Brevet and if I 
succeed, my registration to an 
adjusted hours lycée. The pre-
registration has already been done 



and I would like to thank my parents 
and my maternal grand-parents. On 
the athletic plan, I will keep working 
with Fabrice to progress more and 
this summer, I will go to two camps 
like each years, the first one in 
Courchevel and then in Limoges and 
maybe one with Team France.” 

PHILLIPE BEAUFILS 

        In show Amélie becomes Olive and 
her partner Popeye. 

       Amélie Bellêtre and Fabrice Jiroux, a 
pair who climbs in the national figure 
skating world and whose ambitions are 
big. 


