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Perhaps most people will remember Arthur Galstyan as one of the brightest representatives of the 

Armenian show business of the 90s. The young man with a gentle smile, a pleasant appearance and a 

lyrical voice who captured the hearts of many Armenian women. So, what is the reason for his long silence 

in the field of music? What is his current occupation and how is his life beyond the screen. We will reveal 

all of this today. Past.am-'s interlocutor is Arthur Galstyan. 

 

English translation of the Armenian Interview in Past.am, published on October 5, 2015, Author Nelly 

Margaryan. http://past.am/?p=14149&l=am    

 

Arthur, although many years have passed, you are still a representative of the show business of the 90s. 

Then you had something to say, and, you still do. What was the reason for leaving the arena? 

To be honest, I left the screens, but not the stage. At first, for about 3 years, I traveled doing solo concerts. 

Everything was fine. Then in 2002 I founded my small studio and concert show which I called “Gal.A 

MUSIC" with new performers, new songs, instrumentation and recordings. In 2004 my new CD album 

performed by new singers was released in the USA and Armenia. The fact that everything was successful 

was best felt during our concert tours. We were loved and well awaited guests everywhere we performed. 

I even heard about fictional shows by people performing on behalf of us (smiling). And then something 

unexpected was happening: I was receiving so many orders for song that no time was left for my concerts. 

And so slowly by slowly I went underground… 
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And what have you been doing during this time? 

Well, I was busy writing songs, music, instrumentation, recordings also, got married, got children, divorced 

... In short, I did a lot of things all of which are impossible to list now. 

 

 

Still, we will refer back to your personal life. Until then, I know that you had a recording studio, is it still 

operating or what? 

Yes, it is, but a lot of changes were undertaken, about which I cannot remain silent. This year I met many 

wonderful people and a magic Belgian-Swiss-Armenian family (smiling). Four unmatched children who 

sing with their mother Marie Dalia van Marcke and father Paul, songs dedicated to Armenia and the 

Armenian people. The composer of these beautiful songs is Marie who is also the founder of the 

«AfterApril24th2015» altruistic movement, which aims to help Armenia and Armenian people to live a 

better life in their country and not to leave the country. I did the instrumental parts of the songs and the 

vocals were recorded in Germany and Luxembourg. The video clips were also shot in Luxembourg. In fact, 

since August I am the director of the musical and charity projects of «AfterApril24th2015». As of 

September 18th, my studio also merged with «AfterApril24th2015» and now bears the name «The Art of 

Music 23». I am very happy with the cooperation with Marie and Paul, I am glad that I have opportunity 
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to present my works to the EU and the USA public with Marie’s songs. We have a lot of programs, projects 

and songs that you will be informed of in the nearest future.  

 

 

Anyway, we do not see you on TV anymore. In recent years, many of your generation "return" to their 

work. Do you think about following their example, especially since you have a large group of fans? 

Maybe you return back with a new hit?   

I do think about it. With pleasure I would do it. But in the last 11 years, I lost a lot of relatives and my 

dearests (starting with my dear Mother) so I didn’t have the mood or attitude to undertake that step. 

Now, however, I have a surplus of new hit songs (smiling). I do not know, but life is interesting with its 

unexpected surprises. 

Many claim that the "Responders" in the early 2000s were like "closed doors“ so to speak, they appeared 

on a “black list” of show business. Do you agree with this observation? 

To be honest, my last "internal troops" song’s video clip was filmed and screened in 1999-2000. There 

were no serious problems. And then, as of 2004, I was invited to give numerous TV interviews showing 

my clips. Since then and for the above-mentioned personal reasons, I have not filmed any new clip and 
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I haven’t knocked on any door or so, I wouldn’t know whether there was this kind of ban on me or 

not. 

In your opinion, are  today's and yesterday's pop songs different? 

Yes, very much. 

And what is the difference?  

What shall I say? Okay, a small example. Do you remember the 90s parties? There were not so many 

glaring entertainment places at that time. We were more like gathering with friends in someone's 

home. There were none of today’s funds, each of us was taking home-made preserves from our 

basements, what to take, what not (internal consensus). And to be honest, we genuinely had a party 

full of genuine joy (smiling). But now we gather in some dazzling entertainment places with no real  

fun, all is like formality .. Likewise, the songs were written and performed with  spirit in it and were 

more genuine. There were many authors, songs, and instrumentally they were all different from each 

other. And the most important priority was not just the financial expectations behind it all but the love 

and appreciation of the audience. Well, that's how we were able to overcrowd conventional billboard 

halls.  And I must say, our fees were quiet high in these difficult years. Also, we preferred the stage. 

Now the majority of the artists are only trying to get an invitation to sing at restaurants.  

Are there any nowadays performers who you would set aside in this context? 

There are: Sometimes I find many good songs on the internet, but I always confuse the names (smiling). 

Arthur, as far as I remember, people compared you to the Russian popular 90s pop singer Andrei Gubin 

….. 

Do you know what is interesting? I have performed my songs and started to become known to the 

public since 91, while Gubinin, I do not know when exactly, but I think by the end of the 90s (smiling). 
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I wonder, have you ever thought about leaving the homeland? 

No, never. I have always said, that even if everybody leaves, I will always stay here, and I’m not going 

to turn off the lights but let everyone know that there are always people living here. 

Could you tell us about your family? 

Well, I told you already that I got divorced and have 2 daughters and I live with my dad. 

 

What led to the divorce? The typical artistic life and instability? Jealousy, or something else? 

Nothing extraordinary. We were just very different. Our reasons for getting divorced do not stand out 

from other divorce causes. 

Was your wife from your scene? 

No. 

So, for now isn’t there anyone in your life? Don’t you think again about having a family? 

Hopefully one day I might build one, I do not know (smiling). 

How old are now your children? What are they doing? Do they keep connection with their father? 

My eldest daughter is 13, the youngest is 10. They are studying at school now. They are very fond of 

music and have a very good ear for music. They are the main actresses of the "Hay Cola" ad song 

(smiling). By the way, I must say that I am the author of that song. Me and my daughters are very close. 
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Arthur, your "Who is she?" release was known everywhere and was one of the best top hits. Even 

today, many people remember it. 

Until now I did not say it, but now I will (smiling). I wrote this song’s lyrics so quick. I took me about 

8 to 10 minutes. We were to present with our pop group a new song dedicated to the International 

Women’s Day. The concert had already begun. I had the music but not the words. At the moment there 

was no urgency to give importance and seriousness to lyrics. We just did it. And in that stressful 

situation was born this song. But imagine, everyone liked it during the concert. After the concert, 

calmly, carefully, and most seriously, I re-read my own words and realized that it was not bad at all 

(smiling). It seemed to be a little movie script. 
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Such songs are born orphan, but there is a real heroine… 

No, there is no specific main heroine (smiling). But later I heard a lot of interesting stories about me. 

For example what? 

I was constantly told by various people that they know whom the song is dedicated to, they gave so 

many names. They even introduced me (smiling). 

You always left a good impression, kind with a mild character. Who are you for real? 

In fact, I am like that, and on some days people temper me out (smiling). 

Do people often make you nervous?  

Basically it is difficult to make me feel nervous, I'm very patient, but sometimes it happens …I’m getting 

nervous when at the most intense creative moments somebody is disturbing me with a minor issue 

preventing me from work. 

Arthur, you have always been the center of girls attention, wasn’t your wife worried about that? 

Many people were concerned, without any serious reason.  

Are you jealous? 

No. Everybody has the right to live their preferred life with the person they want to be with. If there 

is any instance of jealousy, they better not have any relationship.  
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People say men love with the eyes. In your case, does it operate on the same principle?  

In my case, I wouldn’t know (smiling). Perhaps it also works, but to me a spiritual connection is very 

important. 

 

Interesting, what do you emphasize in family and in other relationships? 

Love, respect and unity ... 

People are fallible. In any case, which are the things in life you would never do - values that never 

should be violated?  

When I was a child I saw one of my friends behead a live bird. One day I decided to do the same just 

out of interest. After doing that I immediately felt pain and a lot of things changed inside of me ... I do 

not remember many things of my childhood but I never forgot that day. 

In your opinion, what are your worst traits? 

I used to have them but now I don’t (smiling).  

Does this sound like narcissism on your behalf? 

Yes, for sure if we consider the answer without humor ... There is no perfect human. I am always 

working on me, and I try to correct many mistakes. But it seems to me that this will be a continuous 

process until the end of my life. Good and bad characters are equally distributed among people, and 

they are constantly changing during our life. 

Let’s talk a little bit about others, what you will never forgive? 

Now, I forgive everything.  I do so without malice and without harming others. I keep on making new 

relationships on other levels. 

Who are Arthur Galstyan’s friends? 

People alike him. 

What is your greatest desire and goal? 

I wish my relatives to be healthy, and peace in the world. My goal is to build my dream house. 

Describe your dream house? 

Sorry, but these are my dreams (smiling). 
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We sum up the conversation with accomplishments... 

What I just did. 
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