
What is this game about? 

 
This game is about two communities which don't know eachother, which has 

their own culture, their own language and social codes. This two teams will have 

to meet and to have some interactions together. The interesting part is how they 

do interact and deal with differences to build a bridge between their 

communities. 

 

 

 how much are you?  

 

 * if you are a pair number split in two groups and give each 

groups one of these fellow notice without looking at it, not even a 

glance!  

 
- read the rules silently, get what you need if your rules mention it. - each team 

should take 20 min in a isolated room to talk about it with their partners to get 

ready for the game. the two teams will meet after. 

- enjoy the game! 

 

 

*If you are not a pair number, one of you will be the observer. 

(Best option if you can) 

 
-The observer have to look at both of the notice (without saying a words of the 

rules to the opposite teams) to understand the game and to keep an eye on the 

timing. He has to prepare the materials needed and should give it to the team 

which need. He should assist to the private reunion of each team and should 

takes notes of what he ears and how the encounter between the two teams will 

go, write some quotations, he might also film some parts of it, that will be really 

funny and interesting to look at it after. 

 

- if you are a lot, you might add one observer to each team, to get some more 

information to debate after the game.  

 

- enjoy the game! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



INTERNATIONAL EXPERTS 
 

YOUR MISSION: 

 

You are a group of international experts, United Nations sent you to the mission to Derdan 

country to build a bridge. 

 

It will be built of light materials (paper)that can be easily used by the local people.  You will 

bring all the necessary materials for the construction, the materials that Derdans know how to 

use.  

 

Your current mission is to build a bridge over DerdiRiver that surrounds almost the whole city 

of Derdia. This obliges Derdian inhabitants to take lengthy detours whenever they wish to 

travel. Also the popular interest in the construction of this bridge is obvious.  

 

Moreover, local UN responsible expects you to finish the bridge on time (30 mins) and 

conditions the renewal of your contracts to this requirement.  

 

The country of Derdia has numerous streams, therefore, it is essential that during the 

construction of the bridge Derdian people would learn the technique and the principle of 

the construction.It was agreed with the government that you will feed the population during 

the construction timebecause they had a bad harvest this year.  

 

FUNCTIONING OF THE MISSION: 

 You have twenty minutes to read, understand and organize your mission. 

 Then two members of your group have three minutes to observe and contact the 

Derdans of Derdia. 

 Now you have ten minutes to evaluate and take into account the observations and the 

established contacts.   

 Finally, you have thirty minutes for the construction. 

 

INSTRUCTIONS HOW TO BUILD THE BRIDGE: 

 

Materials: 

 Paper 

 Glue  

 2 pairs of scissors 

 1 ruler 

 2 pencils 

 

Type: suspension bridge 

 

Technique: 

 The bridge should connect two tables that are 1m50 apart. It should to be 1m wide 

 It will be built with 4 cm strips 

 It has to hold the weight of a ruler 

 

Good luck and have fun! 

 

You cannot tell the rules to Derdans. 



DERDANS 
 

SITUATION 

 

You are the inhabitants of Derdia. 

 

A group of international experts will come to show you a simple technique how to build 

bridges so you can cross the streams. 

 

The construction of the bridge is important to the villagers because it would help them to 

reach the market faster.  

 

In this game the bridge will be made of paper. You know how to use the tools (in this game: 

scissors, paper, glue, pencil, etc.) 

 

However, you don’t know the construction technique. International experts will bring you the 

materials. You are very interested in the construction of the bridge. During the construction 

you will be fed, but it is not important, your priority is the construction of the bridge.  

 

SOCIAL ATTITUDE 

 

Derdans like to touch the others. When they talk to someone, they touch the other person all 

the time. Even when they pass each other, they quickly touch the person in front. If they don’t 

touch a person, it means they are not friendly. 

 

GREETING CEREMONY 

 

Traditional greeting is a kiss on a shoulder. The two persons face each other; if  the person 

who starts the greeting kisses the left shoulder, the latter kisses the right shoulder and vice 

versa.  

 

The kisses have to be given one after another. Any other form of exchange of kisses hurts 

their feelings. 

 

A “handshake” is considered as a sign of contempt. 

 

To such attitudes Derdans respond with insults and vexing words which express the fact that 

there is no reason to treat them like that in a demeaning way. 

 

YES/NO 

 

Derdansnever say “no”. They always say “yes” and never pronounce “no”. When they think 

“no”, they say “yes” and nod their head up and down – it shows their disagreement. 

 

ATTITUDE AT WORK 

 

At work Derdans behave in the same way as in social relationships and in communication 

(touching, yes/no, etc). However, they try not to interfere with the work of their peers. 

 

Every Derdan knows how to use paper, pencils, scissors, ruler and glue. However, scissors 

are the tools exclusivelyused by men; pencils and rulers – only by women. Glue is not 

reserved to any of the sexes.  This exclusiveness is considered as a taboo. 



In addition, a man would never use a feminine tool in a presence of a woman and vice 

versa. 

 

RELATIONSHIP WITH THEFOREIGNERS  

 

Derdans are always friendly with the foreigners. Derdans are very proud of their culture. 

They know that without the help of foreigners they wouldn’t be able to build the desired 

bridge. 

 

They observe foreigners’ culture as non-transferable and inassimilable to their culture. They 

expect the foreigners to behave according to the code of their culture. As their 

interpersonal and cultural code is obvious, they can’t explain it to the foreigners. 

 

A Derdan man would never get in contact with a foreign man if the foreigner is not 

presented by a woman. Otherwise, he would swiftly turn around and move away a couple of 

steps from the foreigner. The woman can be Derdan or a foreigner. 

 

Good luck and have fun! 

 


