


Created by parents in 1989, the Fédération des parents 
francophones de Terre-Neuve et du Labrador (FPFTNL) 
is a provincial organization that represents the interests 
of francophone children and parents in matters related 
to education and early childhood services. The FPFTNL 
is active in each of the province’s francophone regions 

thanks to six parent committees that maintain close 
links between the school and the francophone commu-
nity. The FPFTNL supports the work of these commit-
tees and provides them with the information and tools 
necessary to raise awareness at the local level. 
The FPFTNL is a member of the Commission nationale 
des parents francophones.

ABOUT  THE  FPFTNL

Pursuing the comprehensive development of franco-
phone parents and children within their families and 
communities. 
Supporting families with the right to French-language 
education under Article 23 of the Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms, as well as member parent com-
mittees and associations, in their efforts to create a 
francophone environment conducive to their children’s 
educational, cultural, and community development.
Representing member parent committees and asso-
ciations at the local, provincial, and national levels. Fa-
cilitating synergy between member parent committees 
and associations. Equipping parent committees and as-
sociations, as well as the families they represent, with 
the tools they need. 

The organization is governed by a board of directors 
consisting of a president and the seven presidents and 
vice presidents of its member parent committees and 
associations. The president and three other members 
of the executive committee are elected at the annual 
general meeting.

•	 5 junior kindergartens
•	 5 after-school programs (homework help and 

French-language learning workshops)
•	 1 family-based French-language learning program
•	 2 Saturday camps
•	 1 summer camp
•	 1 family resource centre
•	 The FPFTNL employs over 30 individuals each year

FRANCOPHONE  SERVICES  PROVIDED  BY 
THE  FPFTNL  AND  ITS  MEMBERS

 GOVERNANCE

 VISION,  MISSION,  MANDATE

Parenting with Élan is the annual magazine of the FP-
FTNL. It has been released in French since 1998 and as 
a bilingual publication since 2011. The magazine is dis-
tributed to all students enrolled in the province’s fran-
cophone schools and services, as well as in public librar-
ies, some schools offering French immersion programs, 
airports, hospitals, medical clinics, aboriginal commu-
nities, and welcome centres for newcomers. It is also 
available on our website and Facebook page.

To obtain a copy, contact the FPFTNL at the address 
indicated below.
Writing and editing: Martine Fillion 
Layout and design: Julien Aboucaya 
Translation: Steven Watt
Printing: Transcontinental

Copyright FPFTNL 2015. All rights reserved

Executive director: Martine Fillion
Manager – Administrative support: Caroline Ruest
Manager – Early childhood regulations and policies: 
Jacqueline Deaves 
Office assistant: Nadia Marmouche
Technical support – website: Jean-Daniel Genest
Address: 65 Ridge Road, Suite 250, St. John’s NL  A1B 
4P5
Toll free: 1-888-749-7669 – In St. John’s and surround-
ing area: (709) 722-7669
Fax: (709)-722-7696
Email:  dg@fpftnl.ca or info@fpftnl.ca 
Website : www.fpftnl.ca
Facebook page : www.facebook.com/fpftnl
To learn more about the francophone community of 
Newfoundland and Labrador, visit the Francophone 
Portal at  www.francotnl.ca

FPFTNL  STAFF  AND  CONTACT  INFORMATIONABOUT  PARENTING  WITH  ÉLAN
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Dear parents, 
As president of the Fédération des parents francophones de Terre-Neuve et du Lab-
rador (FPFTNL), it gives me great pleasure to share with you, through this magazine, 
some of what has happened during the first year of my mandate and some of what is 
planned for next year. As president and also as a parent, I am personally invested in 
ensuring that our schools—places of knowledge, discovery, and socialization—remain 
places where our children want to be and learn. In the pages that follow, you will find 
a variety of information on our services and our member organizations. 
Best wishes and enjoy the magazine! 

Message from the president 

Dear members and parents, 
It is once again time for the annual publication of Parenting with Élan. The magazine 
focuses on the promotion of francophone services and schools, as well as on the pro-
motion of the francophone community and the activities of its members. Like previous 
editions, it talks about the FPFTNL’s services, its parent committees and associations, 
as well as other subjects vital to the everyday wellbeing of families. And there are 
plenty of wonderful images of our children and our communities! I also invite you to 
visit our new website at the following address: www.fpftnl.ca. I hope that it will provide 
answers to your questions and a better understanding of our organization. May this 
magazine help the francophone community take its rightful place within the province 
Newfoundland and Labrador. Have a wonderful school year! 

Message from the executive director 
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Luc Larouche
President

Martine Fillion
Executive director



     
Francophone junior kindergarten is fundamental to 
the development of children living in a minority lan-
guage context. Preschoolers are at a key moment in 
their language development. Children manipulate and 
play with words as they discover the structure and pow-
er of language.

After-school programs (homework help and French-
language learning workshops)  aim to support parents 
who speak little or no French. Students can complete 
their homework and study their lessons in an entirely 
francophone environment. Over the years, French-
language learning workshops have been added to the 
service, helping students become more comfortable in 
French outside of school hours. Both of the program’s 
components support academic success while reinforc-
ing identity building.

Family-based French-language learning programs  
are offered to families whose children are not yet old 
enough to attend junior kindergarten. They help chil-
dren improve and develop their language skills. These 
programs meet a need for French learning activities of-
fered in a family setting.

Saturday activity camps and summer camps pro-
vide an environment conducive to cultural and lin-

guistic revitalization through stimulating and amus-
ing activities. They promote the development and 
growth of a francophone socio-cultural identity 
among youth, families, and the community in gener-
al.                                                                                                                                                              

Family resource centres give families the opportunity 
to improve their knowledge of the French language and 
of francophone culture through informal workshops.

Francophone childcare centres (in a minority context)  
support children’s overall development. They care for 
children from a very young age in an environment dedi-
cated to the preservation of the French language and 
francophone culture, while preparing children for fran-
cophone junior kindergarten. 

To learn more about any of these services, visit the “Ser-
vices” section of www.fpftnl.ca.

OUR  SERVICES 

More information on services, rights, child protection, financial support to parents, and adoption is available from 
the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador: 

Department of Education and Early Childhood Development
http://www.ed.gov.nl.ca/edu/
3rd Floor, West Block Confederation Building
100 Prince Philip Drive 
St. John’s, NL 
Telephone: 1-709-729-5097
Fax: 1-709-729-1400

Department of Child, Youth and Family Services
http://www.gov.nl.ca/cyfs/index.html 
P.O. Box 8700
St. John’s, NL A1B 4J6 
Telephone: 1-709-729-0760
TTY: 1-855-729-2044

GOVERNMENT  OF  NEWFOUNDLAND  AND  LABRADOR
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OUR  MEMBERS 

École Notre-Dame-du-Cap, Cape St. George: 
President Edna Wheeler  
Comitedeparents_capstgeorges@fpftnl.ca 

École Sainte-Anne, Mainland: 
President Lucy Cornect
Comitedeparents_lagrandterre@fpftnl.ca 

L’Anse au Clair (for students attending École Mgr Schef-
fer in Quebec):
President Yvette Barney
Comitedeparents_lanseauclair@fpftnl.ca  

Centre éducatif l’ENVOL, Labrador City: 
President Julie-Ann Hounsell
Comitedeparents_labradorcity@fpftnl.ca 

École Boréale de Goose Bay, Happy Valley-Goose Bay: 
President Diedre J.Park
Comitedeparents_goosebay@fpftnl.ca

École des Grands-Vents, St. John’s: 
President Martin Richard
Comitedeparents_stjean@fpftnl.ca

Garderie Les P’tits cerfs-volants, St. John’s: 
President Andrea Diamond
Conseil-administration@ptitscerfsvolants.ca

PARENT COMMITTEES AND ASSOCIATIONS

Rallying parents through an association (mobilizing themselves)
Officially representing parents (giving themselves a voice)
Defending parents’ viewpoint (promoting their interests)
Taking positions on specific issues (asserting themselves)
Sitting on the Provincial Council of the FPFTNL (acting in solidarity)
For more information on our member organizations and their role, visit the “Members” section of www.fpftnl.ca.

THE  ROLE  OF  PARENT  COMMITTEES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 
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What is the role of the CNPF today? 
 
At the national level, the CNPF speaks on behalf of 12 
provincial and territorial organizations. Together, these 
member organizations represent the parents of more 
than 23,400 children who attend francophone pre-
school programs and the parents of more than 150,000 
children who attend more than 630 francophone 
schools located in minority francophone communities 
across Canada. The CNPF plays a leadership role at the 
national level and offers support services to its member 
organizations, with the goal of helping parents make 
informed decisions about the role of French in their 
lives. As a result, parents are better able to support the 
development of their children’s identity, language, and 
cultural development.

What are your plans for 2016?

The CNPF, its members, and its national partners pursue 
the development of a common vision that recognizes 
the central role played by parents in the programs and 
services designed to support them. The CNPF seeks the 
full recognition of the important role played by parents 
as their children’s first educators, first caregivers, and 
natural partners in the field of education. We work to 
make parents more aware of their rights, more knowl-
edgeable about the conditions that contribute to the 
vitality of life in French (at home, at school, and in the 
community), and better informed about the experienc-
es of other parents. We help ensure they have access to 
the right networks and tools. As a result, parents are in 
a better position to make informed choices regarding 
the French language, francophone identity, and franco-
phone culture. We help them actively participate in the 
development of their local francophone communities.

From a national perspective, what can be said 
about policies supporting French-language educa-
tion? Are there disparities between the provinces?

Given that education is a provincial and territorial re-
sponsibility, there are differences and unique features 
that define contexts across the country. It is especially 
important not to forget that parents are empowered by 
Article 23 of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Free-
doms, and that parents have the responsibility to en-
sure that they have access to quality services in French.

Is the federal government hearing the collective 
voice of parents? What are the concrete results?

Currently, it is not always easy for the collective voice 
of minority francophone parents to be heard and un-
derstood. For example, the current government is pro-
posing measures that would lower the cost of living for 
Canadian families. These measures include increases to 
the universal child care benefit, a tax cut for families, 
as well as an increased child care expense deduction 
and an improved children’s fitness tax credit. However, 
minority francophone parents should ask themselves: 
do these measures improve access to quality services in 
French, services that parents in our communities have 
been requesting?

The  Commission  nationale  des  parents  francophones
Meeting  with  Ghislaine  Pilon  and  Richard  Vaillancourt
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Do provincial governments still support the develop-
ment of a French-language education system? What 
are the main challenges? 
 
All provinces and territories have a francophone education 
system. Canada’s minority francophone communities are 
served by a total of 28 francophone school boards. There 
are challenges related to financing, a shortage of franco-
phone teaching staff, and a lack of adequate infrastruc-
ture. Last April, in a positive development, the Supreme 
Court of Canada confirmed the right of francophones to 
educational establishments equivalent to those of the 
majority. This is a matter of real equivalency.

Are French immersion programs a threat or an asset 
to the French-language school system?

French immersion programs and francophone schools 
have different missions and serve two different clienteles. 

French immersion programs allow young anglophones to 
learn French as a second language. Francophone schools 
provide a quality education in French, while also allowing 
children to build a francophone identity as they achieve a 
high level of bilingualism.

Each program has its own mission. If parents decide to 
give French an important place in their lives and make the 
right choices for their children, there will surely be more 
young francophone and bilingual Canadians in the years 
to come.

How do you support the integration of immigrant 
families into our schools?

Francophone immigration is an important source of vital-
ity for our communities. Our member organizations, in 
collaboration with their partners, are implementing strat-
egies for welcoming and supporting all parents, includ-
ing parents of immigrant families. As a result, parents are 
better aware of services offered by their local school and 
by other francophone community organizations and in-
stitutions. 

How can we help parents transmit a francophone 
identity to their children? Is there a single, pan-Cana-
dian francophone identity? Are we headed toward a 
bilingual identity among youth outside Quebec?

The parent-child relationship is key to the development of 
a child’s sense of identity. Parents are their children’s first 
role models and parents transmit the foundations of lan-
guage, identity, and culture to their children. By choosing 
to make French a central value, parents (whether both 
members of a couple are francophones or one of them is 
non-francophone) allow their children to build their own 
francophone identities. Like professionals who require 
the proper tools to do their jobs, parents need access to 
information, tools, and opportunities for discussion in or-
der to grow, find answers to their questions, and find sup-
port for their actions.

The majority of our families include a non-franco-
phone parent. How does the CNPF take this into ac-
count when developing its projects and formulating 
its demands?

The CNPF and its member organizations across Canada 
have long been aware that it is essential to support not 
only francophone couples but also exogamous couples 
(families with a non-francophone parent) who choose to 
give French a significant place in their lives. This dynamic 
is present in our families, preschool services, schools, and 
communities. Furthermore, the tools we develop to sup-
port parents also reflect this reality. 
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In my opinion, which is likely shared by other speech-lan-
guage pathologists, the treatment of speech-language 
disorders should not be limited to therapy sessions. Of 
course, individual sessions are invaluable for me to better 
understand the needs of my clients (both the child and 
their parents). I help them in the best way I can during 
that time, but my role as facilitator is equally important. I 
believe that it is through normal interactions in everyday 
settings and situations that we help children generalize 
the skills they learn in the therapy sessions. Below, I pro-
vide some suggestions for language stimulation strate-
gies that parents can try to apply in their daily lives. Many 
of these strategies can be used in a preventative manner, 
which means they can be used to boost your child’s lan-
guage abilities even when they are not experiencing any 
difficulties. 

Communication interactions do not always involve speak-
ing. A lot of information can be exchanged through ges-
tures (such as pointing), facial expressions, and even eye 
gaze. When interacting with your child, try to face them 
as much as possible.  That way, they can see the pure 
enjoyment in your face when you’re communicating with 
them. Face-to-face interaction also makes it possible 
for you to properly respond to their communication at-
tempts, which could include a vocalization or an eye gaze 
shift to another toy.

If your little one is not producing words yet, signs are a 
great way to bridge communication intent and verbal 

communication.  A simple sign like “more” can help your 
child express their wants and needs without placing too 
much stress on verbal output. Remember to pair the sign 
with a verbal model, such as signing and saying “more” at 
the same time. Always try to expand on what your child 
says or signs. Adding one or two words or signs is suffi-
cient. For example, if your child says “dog!”, you can add 
another word by saying “brown  dog”. If they sign “more”, 
you can model “more cookies”. However, it is important 
that you model language that your child is capable of 
imitating.  If you child is producing two-word phrases, the 
phrases you model should also be about two words long.

It is important to avoid bombarding your child with mul-
tiple “what’s that” questions or monopolizing the conver-
sation in a way that does not give them adequate time or 
opportunity to express themselves. If your child is more 
interested in cars than in books, put the book aside and 
play with cars. There will still be lots of opportunities to 
build vocabulary (wheels, doors, gas, etc.) and your child 
will likely be more engaged.

For older children, cooking can be an excellent way to 
encourage language skills. Before you even start to cook, 
you and your child can work together on a grocery list and 
talk about the food you need to buy. Are oranges fruits 
or vegetables? Can they give more examples of fruit? You 
can then work on following the directions in the recipe: 
one- or two-step directions, depending on your child’s 
age and abilities. You can also play restaurant once the 
food has been prepared—for example, by asking “Would 
you like fries with that?”—to encourage pretend play, im-
agination, and language.

Going for a walk can also be a great opportunity for lan-
guage stimulation. During your walk, try to read whatever 
signs you come across. As you do this, you can work on 
letter identification, letter-sound correspondence (for 
example, “What sound does ‘f’ make?”), naming other 
words that start with the same letter, or even tapping 
out the number of syllables in a word. You can also work 
on vocabulary simply by naming what you see. Point out 
the color of something and try to think of as many things 
as possible that are the same color (for example: green 
grass, green peppers, green peas, and green apples).

 Books are wonderful tools for language stimulation.  If a 
book has no words, try to make up a story based on the 
illustrations. If a book does have a written story, point to 
a letter or word and try to find it somewhere else in the 
book. You can also play detective and try to find a letter 

CHRISTINE  CHAMPDOIzEAU,   SPEECH-LANGUAGE  THERAPIST
Explains  how  to  stimulate  your  child’s  language  skills  while  having  fun!
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or word somewhere else in the house. You can even try to guess what the book is about based on the cover illustration. 
Then, after reading the book, you can talk about whether your guess was right or wrong. 

Try to imagine what might have happened to the characters after the end of the story and encourage your child to cre-
ate their own book that is a continuation of the book you just read. They can have fun writing and illustrating their own 
book. There are also some great apps that allow you to make short story animations. Your child could produce their 
own film adaptation of their story!

I hope these suggestions give you some ideas for stimulating your child’s language and encouraging their language 
growth. Most importantly, however, if you suspect that your child may have a speech-language delay, contact Speech-
Language & Audiology Canada  (www.sac-oac.ca) for information on a speech-language pathologist in your area. 

Early intervention is key!

Christine Champdoizeau, R.S-LP (C)
University of Ottawa graduate with a Masters of Health Science in Speech-Language Pathology
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Martin Sévigny receiving a plaque from FPFTNL President Rosa Bezanson. (pho-
to credit: Le Gaboteur) 

The Commission nationale des parents francophones 
(CNPF) is a not-for-profit organization whose mission 
is to rally, represent, and support provincial and ter-
ritorial organizations while reinforcing their ability to 
support parents within their families and communi-
ties. Each year, the CNPF provides its members at the 
provincial level with a plaque to recognize the major 
con¬tributions made by an individual or a group in their 
community.
In fall 2014, on behalf of parents, the FPFTNL awarded 
a plaque to Martin Sévigny for his significant and ongo-
ing contributions to the community through efforts to 
secure recognition for families and their children of the 
right to French-language services and education. Like-
wise, the FPFTNL recognized his involvement in opening 
the province’s first francophone childcare centre, Les 
p’tits cerfs-volants. For more than 10 years, at the start 
of each school year, Martin has worked with the other 
members of his local parent committee to ensure the 
delivery and management of junior kindergarten and 
after-school programs. The parent volunteer is an es-
sential resource for the development of the entire com-
munity, the heart of which remains the school. Martin: 
Thank you and bravo!

On the occasion of Provincial Volunteer Week, the 
Fédération des parents francophones de Terre-Neuve et 
du Labrador is particularly eager to thank and recognize 
a group of valuable, generous, and open-minded indi-
viduals. It is because of their diverse life experiences, 
both personal and professional, that our schools are 
able to grow, our projects can be completed, and our 
communities continue to develop. In short, the commit-
ment of these individuals is reflected in their actions. 
These individuals, our volunteers, come from different 
regions and, for the most part, serve on parent com-
mittees, parent associations, and special committees 
created to pursue specific projects. 
In order to thank them and to ensure that their contri-
butions to community development remain in the col-
lective memory, we have the pleasure, on the occasion 
of Volunteer Week, to introduce them:
•	 Cape St. George: Edna Wheeler, Carol Laney, Nao-

mi Felix, Ryan Benoit, April Rouzes, Marcel Renouf, 
Megan Felix 

•	 Mainland: Lucy Cornect, Leana Benoit, Diane Ker-
font, Sabrina Jesso, Sandra Drake

•	 L’Anse au Clair: Yvette Barney, Bernitta Letto, Clau-
dette Chubbs 

•	 Labrador West: Julie-Ann Hounsell, Christine Roy, 
Julie Cayouette, Nadia Lelièvre, Mélanie Cayouette, 
Julie Blanchette, Aude Milvaux

•	 Happy Valley-Goose Bay: Vanessa Russell, John Na-
than Macalagay, Michelle Vachon, Georgina Wells, 
John Guthro, Jodi McPhail, Amy Kenny 

•	 St. John’s: Luc Larouche, Charly Mini, Martin Sévigny, 
Kamel Marmouche, Kim Welford, Martin Richard, 
Nicole Champoizeau, Andrea Diamond, Bonnie 
Green, Alana Hinchey, Theresa Wolokoff, Brie Tup-
per 

We also offer our thanks to all those other volunteers 
who assist with school and extra-curricular activities, 
including those who chaperone trips and outings to the 
movies or the skating rink; those who organize break-
fasts, fundraisers, and book fairs; and those who help 
put young people in touch with the French language 
and francophone culture. Unfortunately, we cannot 
recognize all of these fine people by name. Whatever 
the task, volunteering remains an important context 
for contributing to the community and recognizing the 
contributions of others. 
For 25 years, our member parent committees and as-
sociations have managed the following francophone 
services in their respective regions: junior kindergarten, 
homework help, family-based French-language learn-
ing, Saturday camps, summer camps, and childcare 
centres. 
Bravo for all your work and, once again, THANK YOU!

Our  volunteer  of  the  year Provincial  Volunteer  Week  
Message from the FPFTNL to all of its parent volunteers 

10         Parenting with Élan • 2014-2015



     

Nicole Champdoizeau and Kamel Marmouche have 
been active volunteers for the last ten years, working 
for the benefit of families and the larger community. 
In particular, they have helped develop valuable school 
and community services. Their time and effort has been 
key to our success, and their selfless commitment has 
served as an example to their children. Having devoted 
volunteers like Nicole and Kamel working within our as-
sociations means that we can achieve great things for 
society as a whole. On the occasion of Provincial Vol-
unteer Week, the Fédération des parents francophones 
de Terre-Neuve et du Labrador offers them its warmest 
thanks and congratulates them for their commitment. 
Nicole and Kamel: Thank you and bravo!

http://icebergquest.com/

Thank you to Ronald McDonald House Charities New-
foundland and Labrador for supporting families.

Contest  ( Iceberg  Quest  Volunteer  Appreciation  Tour ) 
And the winners are:   Nicole  Champdoizeau  and  Kamel  Marmouche 
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FPFTNL  NEWS

Thanks to the Young Canada Works in Both Official Languages program, a new FPFTNL website will soon be online. 
The new site will feature three main sections. 
1. Information: Parents will be able to find important information on the FPFTNL, its member organizations, and 

its services. Each member organization will have its own page, which will allow parents from each community 
to find local information easily. 

2. Administration: Parents will be able to sign up and pay for preschool and extracurricular activities directly on-
line. 

3. Archives: The site will also serve as a public repository for documents related to the FPFTNL and francophone 
parents. 

All three sections will be available in both English and French, although archived documents will only be available 
in their original language. 
Keep an eye on our Facebook page to learn when the new site will be publicly available. The site’s address will be: 
 www.fpftnl.ca

A  new  website  at   www.fpftnl.ca

Since August 1, 2015, the FPFTNL has been sharing its suite in the Centre des Grands-Vents with Le Gaboteur, the 
province’s French-language newspaper. 

New  tenant  in  the  FPFTNL’s  suite  in  St.  John’s 

The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development has agreed to stop requiring the FPFTNL to have 
its funding managed by the Conseil scolaire francophone provincial (CSFP), an arrangement that had been in place 
since 1997. From now on, all funding related to services offered by the FPFTNL will be managed directly by the        
FPFTNL, in collaboration with the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development. 

Funding  received  through  the  Official  Languages  in  Education  program
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From left to right: Brianna Barter (Grade 8), 
Preston Wheeler (Grade 5), Kailie Lainey (Grade 
6), Tristan Claveau (Grade 1). 

Top row, from left to right: Claudia Drover (Grade 
9), Harrison Vallis (Grade 9). Bottom row, from 
left to right: Bailey Benoît (Grade 3), Brooke 
Moore (Kindergarten), David Barter (Grade 2). 

From left to right.
Top row: Amy Letto, Ashika Letto, Allie Duma-
resque, Emma Thomas, Madison Letto. BottoM 
row: Dylan Letto, Noah Hancock. Not shown: 
Maria Thomas, Katie Jones, Kyle Jones. 

From left to right: Liam Feller, Celia Feller, Lana 
Feller, Victoria Bennett, and Wesley Hamlyn, 
with Julie-Ann Hounsell (president of the fran-
cophone parent committee of Labrador West.

Margaret Beyer (Grade 2). Margaret distinguish-
es herself through her respect for the French 
language. As a student, she is hardworking and 
capable of learning independently, as well as 
being an excellent reader and speaker. At all 
times, she shows pride in being able to study 
in her first language, French. She is the perfect 
role model for her peers! 

Juliette Mini (Grade 4), with Dominique Martin 
(school principal). 

Elise Murgier (Grade 5), with Dominique Martin 
(school principal).

Iris Castan (Grade 6), with Dominique Martin 
(school principal).

Lizaveta Zakharova (Grade 8), with Dominique 
Martin (school principal).

OUR  BURSARY  RECIPIENTS  2015 
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École Notre-Dame-du-Cap –
Cape St. George 

École  Sainte-Anne  –  Mainland

École  Mgr  Scheffer –
Communauty  of  L’Anse  au  Clair – 
L’Anse  au  Clair 

Centre éducatif l’ENVOL –
Labrador City 

École Boréale de Goose Bay –
Happy Valley-Goose Bay 

École des Grands-Vents – St. John’s 

Congratulations!



A little more than a year ago, the parent committee in Labrador West began working toward providing the commu-
nity with a francophone childcare centre.  With the help of RDEE Terre-Neuve-et-Labrador, the project has already 
made some headway. However, a lot of work still remains to be done.

In Labrador West, there are no accredited francophone childcare centres and the two English centres accredited by 
Labrador-Grenfell Health have very long waiting lists. Likewise, during the recent economic boom, the few childcare 
spaces available were always with English-speaking providers. As the cost of childcare increased, it became unaf-
fordable for many families.

Members of the community have often raised the need for affordable childcare in French. As a result, the parent 
committee appointed a subcommittee to examine the possibility of opening a francophone childcare centre. After 
attending a presentation on the co-operative model given by RDEE Terre-Neuve-et-Labrador and gathering other 
relevant information, the parent committee decided to forge ahead and incorporate a co-operative childcare centre.

The work involved has not been easy: becoming familiar with provincial regulations governing co-operatives, writing 
by-laws, drafting and revising a business plan, finding a space that would meet the centre’s needs, securing financ-
ing, and recruiting qualified personnel.

Such a project couldn’t exist without the collaboration of numerous partners. Along with other community organi-
zations, the parent committee is working with the Aboriginal Service Centre, which is also hoping to open a child-
care centre for its members. The two groups have already signed a letter of intent for sharing space and operating 
expenses.

The work is far from complete, and the economic reality of the region has drastically changed over the last year. Still, 
the members of the parent committee continue to believe in the project. They hope to soon be able to offer franco-
phone families and those with the right to French-language education the opportunity of having their children cared 
for in an environment that fosters lifelong pride in their culture.

A  francophone  childcare  centre  in  Labrador  City

Comitedeparents_labradorcity@fpftnl.ca
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The strategic plan of the Fédération des parents francophones de Terre-Neuve et du Labrador (FPFTNL), under the 
regional action plans, meets the needs of francophone communities and the objectives of the federal government 
(Canadian Heritage). The FPFTNL supports its members, as well as committees and parents’ associations in designing, 
developing, and implementing local projects to meet the needs of families, the school, and the community. Projects 
such as day care services, resource centres, welcome kits, governance training, parent accompaniment, and more will 
take place or will be in the process of taking place by 2018. To ensure the success of these action plans, the FPFTNL will 
partner with the Réseau de développement économique et d’employabilité de Terre-Neuve-et-Labrador. Our members 
welcome their contribution to the implementation of these projects. 



16         L’Élan des parents 2015 / 2016

Naomi Felix



Au service des  familles  depuis 1989                     17

Diedre J. Park
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