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The Christmas season, a time of glad tidings and cheer, will soon be here. Why not make a break for it and 

come to the Loire Valley to celebrate the holidays? The châteaux will be donning their royal attire, as befits 

their station, and quite ready to show off a bit as they greet you in grand style. This year's Christmas tour will 

take you to the many festivities planned at châteaux, large and small, all along the Loire Valley. We've even 

included some gardens and - sit tight - a surprising visit to a tropical winter garden in the heart of the region. 

We hope you enjoy the journey and, on behalf of the entire team, send you our warmest wishes for a ‘Joyeux 

Noël 2016!’ 

 

Château of Valençay celebrates Christmas for the first time 
November 28th to January 3rd 2016 (week-ends only + 

everyday from 20
th

 to January 3
rd

 ,  candle nights on 

December 19
th

 & 20
th

 from 6pm to 10pm) 

In a magical illuminated setting, visitors will discover gardens filled 

with gold Christmas trees, Renaissance arches transformed into 

nativity scenes and, in the Cour d’Honneur, a beautifully 

illuminated façade like a series of magnificent paintings to please 

the eye of both adults and children alike. The inside of the castle 

will also be decorated for Christmas, including the famous kitchens 

of Antonin Carême, which will smell of delicious spice cake during 

the “Christmas Cakes” workshops. In the Salon du Prince, usually closed to visitors, a “Christmas Wreath” 

workshop will be offered to help you make one of the most popular Christmas decorations. And of course, Santa 

Claus will be there every afternoon to take orders for Christmas morning surprises from good little boys and girls! 

To warm up from the chilly weather, Valençay winemakers will concoct delicious hot drinks…  

www.chateau-valencay.fr  

 

Christmas at Chenonceau  
December 5

th
 to January 3

rd
 2016 

Chenonceau, "Castle of great minds", has always had universal values 

of peace and harmony present in its history just as much as in its 

architecture and landscape. For the Christmas holidays, 

Chenonceau always uses a different theme that is based on its values 

that are shared with its visitors who come from around the world. 

Visitors will have the opportunity to discover the work of florists and 

their new displays, created every year to the delight of young and old 

alike. Experience the ever-magical children’s Christmas tree, 

aromatic cuisine and festive dining tables, plus roaring fires in the castle’s majestic fireplaces...  The video here 

(in English): http://bit.ly/11i95J5  www.chenonceau.com  
 

 

Royal Castle of Amboise – “Christmas through the centuries”  
From 28 November 2015 to 10 January 2016 

“Noël, Noël!” This joyful princely cry still resonates today in this royal château. 

However, events celebrating the nativity have changed considerably over the 

centuries. Visitors will discover the origins of these traditions from the Renaissance 

and the 18th and 19th centuries in this superbly decorated royal residence.  

Children’s Christmas song on the feast of St Nicholas - 06 December 2015 

Songs performed by the children of the Conservatoire de Tours and the children’s choir from the Paul Gaudet 

Ecole de Musique et de Théâtre in Amboise.  www.chateau-amboise.com          

 

Christmas in the Chateaux – 

Loire Valley 2015-2016  



Christmas in Chambord 
Dec 13-14

th
, Dec 20-23

 th
, Dec 26-28

 th
 

The magic of Christmas comes to Chambord : workshops, fun tours of the chateau, 

chocolate fountain, fairy tales, Christmas carols, carriage rides ... and the exclusive 

restored version of the film Peau d'Ane to watch where the film took place in 1970 ! 

www.chambord.org 
 

 

 

The Clos-Lucé decked out for Christmas 
December 15

 th
 to January 15

th
 2016 

During the Christmas festivities, the rooms at Leonardo da Vinci’s old home are 

decked out in festive style, with floral arrangements which combine flowers, 

leaves, fruits and other magical decor. A 17th century nativity scene is on display 

in the Anne of Brittany chapel, which is decorated with frescoes painted by 

followers of Leonardo. www.vinci-closluce.com  

 

 

 

Castle of Cheverny 

December 1
st

 to January 6
th

 2015 

More than 60 Christmas trees decorated throughout the area. 

www.chateau-cheverny.fr 

 

 

 

 

And there’s more: the Château of Villandry, the Château of Langeais, the Château of Azay-le-Rideau, the Royal 

Fortress of Chinon, Château of Sully-sur-Loire, Château of Blois, Regional Domain of Chaumont-sur-Loire and 

the Royal City of Loches will also be ablaze with Christmas lights and decorations. And don’t miss a visit to the 

cities of Tours and Orléans with their animated Christmas markets and cheerful illuminations. 

  

 

 
 

 

Loire Valley Tourist Board 

Press contact: presse@centre-valdeloire.org   

http://loire-chateaux.org 

Twitter: @loirevalleypr 

Instagram: @loirevalleytourism 
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