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Introduction 

 Germany trailed a dark past which it has been difficult over time to rid. The wars and 

the dictatorship of Hitler will never be erased from the memory of Germans but also the rest 

of the world. A past whose impacts have been devastating for the German empire and 

continue to influence its policy. The end of the Second World War had sounded the beginning 

of another period just as much less glorious for the vast empire that had a division into two 

States punctuated by a wall built in the battle between the two great ambitious protagonists.
1
 

Indeed the Federal Republic of Germany under the beneficial impetus of great 

Western countries began his March to a repositioning of the Germany on the international 

scene. It was one of the main goals of Chancellor Konrad Adenauer. The Federal Republic of 

Germany (FRG) was economic stability but also found a place in international politics, 

through its membership of NATO, and European Economic Community. The cooperation 

with France is strengthened by the signing of a Treaty of friendship and cooperation with the 

General De Gaulle in 1963. This treaty cemented the foundations of solid relations between 

France and Germany. The German Democratic Republic (GDR) was unfortunately not the 

same sparkle under the influence of the USSR. Stalin wanting to wipe the failure of the 

refusal of the FRG and the international community to reunify the two States under its 

conditions in maintaing the GDR under its control. The end of the cold war rang a new period 

for the Germany. Reunited in 1989, she became a new young State of hope for its citizens. 

The GDR will merge with the FRG. The constitutional effect in FRG institutions and laws 

prevail therefore after the unification of the two States. The system is obviously democratic 

and the mode of governance is parliamentary regime with two chambers, the Bundestag and 

the Bundesrat.  

Today Germany occupies an important place on the international scene, especially in 

Europe. It is the first European power, and its position is essential in the EU. It is fundamental 

in the EU evolution. One of the central points of his policy is the development of its foreign 

policy. We will analyse how this foreign policy over time and the change by the arrival of a 

Chancellor Angela Merkel at the head of the great State is drawn up. 

Our study will focus mainly on the decision-making process in foreign policy of the 

great Chancellor, analyzed from this decision making on some international issues. 

                                                             
1 STARK Hans, La politique internationale de l'Allemagne: une puissance malgré elle, paris : Presses Univ. 
Septentrion, 2011, 324 p. 
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CHAPTER 1: GERMAN FOREIGN POLICY 

 A- The main pillars of German policy 

 The Federal Republic of Germany experienced a meteoric rise since its creation in 

1949. Assistance plan (Marshall Plan) granted by the United States to help economically to 

the States has been very beneficial for it. It has managed to restart its economy and despite the 

short period of recession of 1966, the Germany has maintained its strength and economic 

stability. It is the most populous and richest of Europe. Since the first Chancellor Konrad 

Adenauer, the Germany foreign policy is focused on cooperation. The dark years of war and 

dictatorship have led the country to adopt a policy of domestic development, focus on the 

reunification of the country to the 90s, cooperation and assistance in its external policy.   

The German army is reinvested in other more noble missions of crisis prevention, defence and 

peacekeeping on the outside. She has participated in several NATO and non-NATO 

interventions. The Germany is one of the great founders of the EU; it maintains bilateral 

relations with countries outside the EU, the United States and the rest of the world.  

Angela Merkel from her mandate has shown willingness to truly make foreign policy a 

central point. She re-established relations with the USA. These relations were scrambled with 

the refusal of former Chancellor Schröder to support the U.S. war in Iraq. She has been 

involved actively in European politics. But as soon as his second term, Angela Merkel marked 

much restraint in its decisions. German foreign policy has been described as passive. She isn’t 

engage on Syria and Libya wars. Relations with the USA were chilled due to the scandal of 

wiretapping. About the French interventions in Africa including in Mali, the Germany has 

brought just logistical support and few men. We must wait the third term of Angela Merkel to 

see Germany’s implication in the main international issues. The Government of Merkel III is 

promising on foreign issues. She is more engaged with France to North Africa and West 

Africa by multiplying the number of its troops in the framework of the EU intervention. The 

question of Near and Middle East knows an active participation of the Germany. About with 

the USA, distrust remains, but the relations tend to pacify. The greatest achievement of 

Angela Merkel is reflected in its actions and interventions in the Ukrainian crisis. The 

different swings seen during the three terms of Angela Merkel are not due only to a unilateral 

policy of Chancellor. In Germany foreign policy is conducted by the Chancellor closely with 

the Minister of Foreign Affairs and the Minister of defence. They are the main actors. The 
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Foreign Affairs Minister of the second Cabinet of Merkel, Guido Westerwelle was considered 

low in its actions and less inclined to the Germany military interventions. This justifies the 

non-intervention of the Germany in Libya in 2011. The current cabinet of the German 

Government has for Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier, a man determined to 

revitalize the foreign policy of the Germany and take out the Germany of its passivity. 

Together with the federal President Joachim Gauck, with the Defence Minister Ursula Von 

der Leyen, and the Foreign Minister, Angela Merkel promises an offensive foreign policy. 

B - German foreign policy actors  

B1 - The adoption of parliamentary regime  

The Germany inherited the parliamentary system of the Federal Republic of Germany. 

It is a bicameral Parliament: Bundestag which is the Parliamentary Assembly and the 

Bundesrat which is the Federal Council (representative of the Länder). The Bundesrat is 

somehow the legislature. The Parliamentary Assembly works in conjunction with the 

legislative power. It is primarily responsible to elect the Chancellor, head of the federal 

Government and also participates in the election of the federal President. 

In Germany as in parliamentary systems, the President is more an honorific title. Certainly he 

plays a decisive role in the political and institutional life, and made proposals for the positions 

of Chancellery and the Federal Ministers. However, the head of Government is the 

Chancellor. The Chancellor has the function of " set the broad policy guidelines and to 

assume the responsibility"
2
 (article 65 of the Basic Law of Germany). The federal 

Government led by Chancellor is composed by Federal Ministers, and constitute the 

Executive branch of the Germany. Foreign policy is a part of executive functions. However, 

the actions of the Executive Branch are still controlled by the Bundestag. 

B2 - Political parties  

Political parties in Germany are very important and their role in politics is very 

essential. The first great party since the post war period is the CDU: Union Christian 

Democrat of Germany often in coalition with the CSU: Christian Social Union. They form a 

great coalition of the right. They are competing by the left SPD party: Social Democratic 

Party of Germany formed by the FDP coalition (liberal Democratic Party) and the SPD. These 

two parties since the post-war period are alternated in presidential power. However the party 

which is the most major and which has benefited and received more terms at the head of the 

                                                             
2 http://www.bundesregierung.de/Content/FR/_Anlagen/loi-fondamentale.pdf?__blob=publicationFile  
consulté le 05 mai 2015 

http://www.bundesregierung.de/Content/FR/_Anlagen/loi-fondamentale.pdf?__blob=publicationFile
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Republic German Federal is the grand coalition of CDU/CSU. The current Chancellor Angela 

Merkel comes from the CDU party and has been in power since 2005. We can be noted that in 

Germany, the parties form coalitions in a regular and surprising manner. The CDU/CSU is 

currently coalition with the SPD and form the Government. The current Minister of Foreign 

Affairs for example is the SPD party. 

B3 - Political foundations  

They play an important role in Germany’s foreign policy. Political foundations constitute 

the feature of Germany’s external action. They are the focal points of the German 

international cooperation. They are six: "Friedrich Ebert Stiftung (FES), close to the Social 

Democratic Party (SPD), was created in 1925; the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung (KAS), close to 

the Christian Democratic Union (CDU), in 1964; the Friedrich Naumann Stiftung (FNS), 

close to the liberal democratic party (FDP), in 1958; the Hanns Seidel Stiftung (HSS), close 

of the chre-takes-social Union (CSU), in 1967; the Heinrich Böll Stiftung (HBS), close to the 

Greens (Bündnis 90 / Die Grünen) in 1989; "Finally, the Rosa Luxemburg Stiftung (RLS), 

near of the party of democratic socialism (PDS)"
3
 The foundations are non-governmental 

organizations but financed by public fund. They played a very important role especially in the 

reconstruction of the German Federal State through assistance to public action, and the 

restoration of his good image of Germany on the international level. They have been actively 

involved in the implementation of development policies, "this formulation process and 

implementation of policies, by which the state incorporates organizations from civil society in 

decision-making, has been described of "corporatist administration" (korporatistische 

Verwaltung). » 
4
They also have on the external side a considerable role in that they allow 

Germany to take action in the countries with which it still maintains no diplomatic relations. 

They support fundamentally German foreign policy. They represent civil society and allow 

their participation in decision-making. In addition, they are closely linked to political parties, 

and therefore their actions and their budgets allocating are favored by representatives of 

political parties in Parliament. "The political foundations are legally independent 

organizations and considered as non-governmental organizations (NGOs) - though supported 

by public funds. Then, they are closely linked by their networks and ideologies of political 

                                                             
3 Dorota Dakowska, « Des acteurs partisans dans la politique étrangère : les fondations politiques allemandes », 
Revue internationale et stratégique 2004/3 (n° 55), p. 27-34. DOI 10.3917/ris.055.0027. 
4 Idem 
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parties. Finally, they are traditionally associated with German political development and 

international cooperation 
5
". 

 

        B4. The Office of Press and federal government information 

 The Press and Information Office were established by Chancellor Konrad Adenauer. 

Its mission is to relay information from the government to the media and civil society. It is an 

administration of the chancery office and therefore is under the Chancellor’s authority. Its 

mission on the external front, is "to inform, on the one hand, citizens and, secondly, the media 

on the federal government policy, specifically on the actions, laws, strategies and foundations 

of politics. On the domestic front: the Federal Press Office informs the Federal Government 

and the Bundestag, the Chancellor and the Federal president and their collaborators of the 

situation in Germany and the world by providing news and reviews the press, personal 

newsletters and other current information"
6
. The press office is the focal point of sharing and 

dissemination of information between the governments, the media also play an active role in 

German politics and the population whose access to the information was highly favored by 

the government policy. The public has access to all official information. Public opinion is 

very influential in the German government policy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
5 Dorota Dakowska, op cit. 
6 http://www.bundesregierung.de/Content/FR/StatischeSeiten/Breg/la-gouvernement-federal-office-de-
presse-vue-ensemble.html?nn=394134 , consulté le 30 mai 2015 

http://www.bundesregierung.de/Content/FR/StatischeSeiten/Breg/la-gouvernement-federal-office-de-presse-vue-ensemble.html?nn=394134
http://www.bundesregierung.de/Content/FR/StatischeSeiten/Breg/la-gouvernement-federal-office-de-presse-vue-ensemble.html?nn=394134
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CHAPTER 2: ANGELA MERKEL'S FOREIGN POLICY 

A- Functions, powers and formals Chancellor's Responsibilities 

 German Chancellor which real name is Angela Dorothea Kasner, born in July 17, 

1954 in Hamburg. When she was three, her pastor father gets a Director in a pastoral seminar. 

She was raised in a huge area where freedoms of thought and expression were as important as 

the ability to question the certainty established by the German Democratic Republic. Attracted 

by science, she made her physics studies at the University of Leipzig. His involvement in 

politics reaches back to the time of the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989.
7
  

Angela Merkel is the 8th Federal Chancellor of Germany and the first woman to hold the post 

since November 2005. She is considered as the most powerful woman in the world, seen as 

the most important and most powerful politician in the European Union. His election was the 

result of a coalition between the Conservative party of which she was president, the CDU-

CSU (Christian Democratic Union), and the Socialist Party (SPD) of previous Chancellor 

Gerard Schröder. Her role is the most important in the German political system. She is the 

only elected member of the federal government. The constitution gives her the right to choose 

her own ministers, who head the biggest public administrations. She determines the number of 

ministries and their skills. She defines the main lines of government action. 

With these skills, she has an arsenal of policy instruments and a power comparable to the 

President in a presidential democracy. 
8
 

B- Institutional environment and decision-making process 

 Angela started her political career at the age of thirty-five years by joining the CDU 

party. Thanks to her enthusiasm and activism, she will quickly climb the ladder and get 

noticed. She became a spokesperson and impregnates politics. Experiences she acquire in 

politics as a spokesman will raise her at the head of the party in 1990 in the department of 

Rügen-Stralsund-Grimmen. She was named respectively Minister of Women's Affairs and 

Youth in the government of Chancellor Kohl and Minister of Protection and Nuclear Safety. 

She was highly appreciated by Chancellor Kohl who takes her under his protection. Angela 

Merkel will quickly become a proven politician: She is surrounded by a small circle of loyal 

                                                             
7 PICAPER Jean-Paul, Angela Merkel : la femme la plus puissante du monde, Coup de gueule, Paris, 2010,  381 p. 

8 idem 
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collaborators, built her knowledge of the issues and works continuously to develop a strong 

network
9
.  

In 1993 and 2000 she was president of the CDU in the state of Mecklenburg-Vorpommern 

and at the same time, General Secretary of the national party. She gets the post of President of 

the National Party due to her skills and charisma. Angela has evolved in the party and due to 

the party she developed the skills of a distinguished political leader and increases her sense of 

responsibility. Although coming from Eastern Germany, Protestant and divorced, she 

managed to take the leadership of the party but also, its revitalization, its restructuring and 

make several reforms. From unequalled conservatism, CDU became a progressive party under 

Chancellor Merkel, who is known for her cautious style of governance, ultra-careful and 

consensual. Whether intervention in Syria or renewable energy, Merkel's approach is clearly 

for the wait, or for the refusal of any decision until she is absolutely constraint. Much of her 

criticaster within her own administration are irritated by her being senator. In terms of 

decision making, Angela Merkel is also conservative and cautious as possible
10

. From an 

economic perspective, Angela Merkel continues in the line of consistency and strength of the 

German economy. She continues to defend the interests of her country, and do not mind 

working late at night, which earned her the nickname "Queen of the Night." 
11

Political 

scientist Henrik Uterwedde says that Merkel has inherited from its predecessor, Gerhard 

Schröder, a strong country from an economic level. He worked to reset Germany on track and 

Merkel takes over control. It also decided to achieve "balance of public finances by 2020"
12

.  

She plays an important role in the Greek crisis. The Chancellor has repeatedly demonstrated 

her willingness to establish and maintain stable political relations. For example, she met US 

President Barack Obama in the context of conflicts in Ukraine. She also played an important 

role in the Greek crisis by putting much effort to resolve this impasse in 2012. 

The media say that Angela Merkel act with consistent will and stability. For example, 

the euro crisis could destabilize her government more than we expect but she faces it. 

 

                                                             
9 http://www.rosadoc.be/site/rosa/francais/reperes/spot/merkel.htm   
10 Paul Hockenos, « Angela Merkel, la révolution tempérée », Foreign Policy, 22 septembre 2009, 
http://www.slate.fr/monde/78012/angela-merkel-chanceliere-revolutionnaire, consulté le 30 mai 2015 
11 http://perspective.usherbrooke.ca/bilan/servlet/BMAnalyse?codeAnalyse=1734  
12 Idem 

http://www.slate.fr/monde/78012/angela-merkel-chanceliere-revolutionnaire
http://perspective.usherbrooke.ca/bilan/servlet/BMAnalyse?codeAnalyse=1734


 

9 

CHAPTER 3: COGNITIVE ANALYSIS APPROACH OF 

ANGELA MERKEL 

A. Individual level 

A1- Personality 

 The German Chancellor Angela Merkel is most popular in his country. She is often 

criticized and fought on the European scene because she incarnates the rigor and austerity. 

She feels responsible for the appalling difficulties facing the Greek, Portuguese and Spanish. 

Her pragmatism is important in the international organization because it ensures the well-

being of people and to create an international interdependence which in inducing common 

interests reduces the risk of conflict. Her opponents accuse her for such management without 

political vision. She is pragmatic. That is why the Germans love her. 

13
     She has a strong personality with an 

exceptional intelligence. She is dazzling, sensitive, delicate, evangelical, and modesty. Her 

discretion and simplicity of comprehension confers an intuition of an important receptivity. 

Her strong skill is ability to communicate with others. All her intellectual capacity will be 

used to achieve agreements, compromises or contracts. Sometimes she can give negative 

results. For example, on the issue of nuclear policy, she decided to close down seven nuclear 

power plants. This decision was not good, but as she's smart, she legitimated her decision by 

creating "a committee of wise men". The aim is to assessing the risk of nuclear energy which 

be led by the previous Environment Minister Christian Democrat, criticaster of the nuclear, 

Klaus Töpfer and the scientists. So, following the report of the Committee, she then decided 

to "get out of Germany in nuclear project by 2022"
14

. This decision is not only for energy 

                                                             
13 http://www.dhnet.be/actu/monde/victoire-de-syriza-en-grece-les-internautes-s-amusent-d-angela-merkel-
54c574913570af82d51236d8 consulté le 25/mai/2015   
14 Frédéric Lemaître : « Angela Merkel critique les écoutes de la NSA avant de recevoir John Kerry », 

http://allemagne.blog.lemonde.fr/2014/01/29/merkel-critique-les-etats-unis-avant-de-recevoir-john-kerry/ du 

29 janvier 2014 consulté le 10 février 2015 

 

http://allemagne.blog.lemonde.fr/2014/01/29/merkel-critique-les-etats-unis-avant-de-recevoir-john-kerry/
http://www.google.be/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.dhnet.be/actu/monde/victoire-de-syriza-en-grece-les-internautes-s-amusent-d-angela-merkel-54c574913570af82d51236d8&ei=PRtaVdeyDYzcUenmgJAP&bvm=bv.93564037,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNHKVg41oDgyzWdEeYUY5VhS3EwdFA&ust=1432054971527668
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revolution, it also advocates a sustainable development model that other states could follow. 

She relied on the report of the Committee of the Wise.   

The Fukushima nuclear disaster, which occurred on March 11, 2011 in Japan, facilitated 

decision making by relaunching the debate on nuclear dangers
15

.  

She is a born negotiator. Most of her thoughts concern the others and not herself. She played a 

key role in negotiating the Treaty of Lisbon and the Berlin Declaration. In 2007 Angela 

Merkel plays a crucial role in the management of the financial crisis at European and 

international level. She is referred as "the decider." Her style makes her strength.  

She has been described de facto as leader of the European Union. In 2010 the American 

president awarded her the highest decoration "presidential medal of freedom" a decoration 

that is awarded to those who contributed to the security or national interests of the United 

States. The American magazine “Forbes” put her at the head of its list of most powerful 

women in the world every year from 2006 to 2009 and from 2011 to 2015. In 2010, she 

finished 4
th

. For “Forbes”, she is designated as second most powerful person in the world in 

2012, behind Barack Obama. In May 2015, she was named the most powerful woman in the 

world for the seventh time, also by “Forbes”
16

. 

About her health she seeks to lose weight in skiing so, she lost 10 kilos. She is enduring. She 

is rarely sick. She successfully resists to the power’s erosion. 

A2- Need of power 

 Merkel works with the heart and emotions. The word “feel” is the basis of her running. 

With her need for power, she governs the country like a company wanting to control 

everything. From the German point of view, this means “effectively”.  The German 

newspaper “Die Zeit” sees the election victory of Angela Merkel as a demonstration of 

power. With her solid decision-making system, she controls larger international issues with 

confidence in herself so she remains popular and trustworthy. 

 Nine years after coming to power, Merkel figure already among the most important 

chancellors of Germany. She has a taste for power and her supporters of the CDU and CSU 

dream to see her compete again. She re-elected for the eighth consecutive time president of 

                                                             
15http://www.lefigaro.fr/conjoncture/2011/05/29/04016-20110529ARTFIG00283-l-allemagne-decide-de-sortir-
du-nucleaire-d-ici-2022.php consulté le 4/mai/2015 
16 PICAPER Jean-Paul,  Angela Merkel, une chancelière à Berlin : la première femme à gouverner l’Allemagne, 
Documents, Paris, 2005, 288 p. 

http://www.lefigaro.fr/conjoncture/2011/05/29/04016-20110529ARTFIG00283-l-allemagne-decide-de-sortir-du-nucleaire-d-ici-2022.php
http://www.lefigaro.fr/conjoncture/2011/05/29/04016-20110529ARTFIG00283-l-allemagne-decide-de-sortir-du-nucleaire-d-ici-2022.php
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the CDU with 96.7 % of votes. She continues after nine years of rule to have the confidence 

of the Germans and even that of the French, who, according to a survey Institut français 

d'opinion publique (Ifop) pour le Journal du dimanche (JDD), 72% have a good opinion of 

her. So she seems to be ready to assume power and responsibility in Europe with the help of 

her new prospective coalition partners, the Social Democrats. 

Nevertheless, the Chancellor masters perfectly the tricks and pitfalls of power. 

Otherwise, how could her be imposed on the head of a conservative party too male and 

jealously like the CDU? Her success is to have been able to spend her personal ambition for a 

commitment in favor of public interest. Many Germans (even those who do not vote CDU) 

combine Angela Merkel’s personality with positive values like self-denial, humility, 

constancy and stability. Even though, her party tears along and the European Union fails to 

define a common strategy to the crisis, she remains as a rock in the storm. 

A3- Decision-making style (Barber) 

 Angela Merkel is an objective person. She does not like empty words. She is a 

conviction woman, ethic woman in politics. She said what she does and does what she says. 

She keeps her promises. Over the past year, she fights firmly on all fronts and, more than 

ever, she appears as the boss nicknamed "The Iron Chancellor"
17

 

 With such thinking, sometimes she is certainly dependent on others, too adaptable. 

She is flexible, chatty and comfortable in his way of communicating. She is called "mother" 

for German and now in Europe. Angela Merkel advocates a "stability union" that is precisely 

the reason why she will be distinguished of "Iron Lady" but more, Chancellor of "doing." In 

this period overwrought by crisis and conflicts, she has a rare quality to have a vision and the 

will to seek the peace for Germany and Europe. 
18

 

 The vision of Angela Merkel is “the political union” in Europe. She want Europe took 

its own way in getting closer across the political field. Her vision will be supported by a 

strong dose of realism, focuses on strengthening economic policy coordination and more joint 

                                                             
17 CAPELE Jean-Claude, L'Allemagne d'hier et d'aujourd'hui, paris : Hachette Éducation, 2012,160 p. 
18http://www.jolpress.com/international-angela-merkel-union-europeenne-allemagne-budget-article-

816028.html#6hiDrRPtyD2HPz8L.99 Consulté le 15/juillet/2015 

http://www.jolpress.com/international-angela-merkel-union-europeenne-allemagne-budget-article-816028.html#6hiDrRPtyD2HPz8L.99
http://www.jolpress.com/international-angela-merkel-union-europeenne-allemagne-budget-article-816028.html#6hiDrRPtyD2HPz8L.99
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fiscal policy. That is her style which makes her strength. "She incarnates her time." 

Pragmatic, she manages the compromise demanded by the German public
19

. 

She is known for her style of governance circumspect, ultra-careful and consensual. In terms 

of decision making, Angela Merkel is also conservative and cautious as possible. 

 When we applying Barber style, Angela Merkel can be described having a "positive-

active." The Chancellor is engaged in her work. She reassured the Germans. Conscientious, 

hardworking, Angela Merkel is seen as a duty of woman. Sometimes called "Mutti" (Mum), 

she is always productive and transmits that attitude at all levels of its environment. She 

reassured the Germans in the European storm. She has become a kind of “mother of the 

nation” which gives her an unequaled popularity since the war. For example on the energy 

issue, Angela Merkel toured throughout Germany to explore the area of renewable energy. On 

this occasion, she questions experts on how they envision the energy challenges of future. She 

invests in her role as Chancellor. 

B- National level 

 Germany is seen as a reliable and trustworthy. Its spontaneous picture is articulated 

around its serious, disciplined, hardworking and powerful, and also, in terms of citation score 

by Angela Merkel, who incarnates these values with good management of the economic 

crisis. 

At international level, Germany is seen as state which promotes peace, democracy and 

respect for human rights
20

.  It is perceived in 2013 as the country with the most positive 

influence on the rest of the world. Its image remains positive as it assumes its role of ensuring 

stability in Europe and also to be the first partner for intervention in crisis situations in the 

world. Due to this positivity, in June 2010 Barack Obama decorated Angela Merkel with the 

Medal of Freedom in 2011 and the ceremony which took place in Washington during which 

he will receive half of her cabinet. Many observers and media like "Frankfurter Allgemeine 

Zeitung" saw in this gesture of the Americans, a way to honor Germany not as it is, but as 

they would like it to be. 

                                                             
19http://www.lefigaro.fr/international/2014/07/17/01003-20140717ARTFIG00070-au-sommet-de-son-pouvoir-

angela-merkel-fete-ses-60-ans.php consulté le 15/juillet/2015 
20 GOUGEON Jean-Pierre, « L'Allemagne puissance », Revue internationale et stratégique 2/ 2009 (n° 74), p. 33-

47, URL : www.cairn.info/revue-internationale-et-strategique-2009-2-page-33.htm. 

 

http://www.lefigaro.fr/international/2014/07/17/01003-20140717ARTFIG00070-au-sommet-de-son-pouvoir-angela-merkel-fete-ses-60-ans.php
http://www.lefigaro.fr/international/2014/07/17/01003-20140717ARTFIG00070-au-sommet-de-son-pouvoir-angela-merkel-fete-ses-60-ans.php
http://www.cairn.info/revue-internationale-et-strategique-2009-2-page-33.htm
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CHAPTER 4 CASE STUDY: 

Ukraine peace process Angela Merkel's decision making 

(2014) 

  

 For the peace situation in Ukraine Merkel is seen as a new "strong man" of Europe. 

She spends her time between Kiev, Moscow and Munich in order to negotiate a ceasefire. 

The relationship between Germany and Russia is historical and geographical. Moscow 

is 1,800 kilometers from Berlin (and 2,800 in Paris). The relationship between Russia and 

Ukraine relations are bilateral but complex. They are two neighboring states, but their 

relationship is fully strained since 2014. That’s the reason of intervention of the German 

Chancellor in a coalition with France. Together they will initiate the peace process in Ukraine. 

In recent days, "peace in Europe 'is at stake in the attempt by the West to defend the territorial 

integrity of Ukraine. Angela Merkel declares the peace process in Ukraine will take time
21

. 

Her objective is to persuade the Russian president that he has nothing to gain from a 

confrontation with the West. She reminds him the double decision implemented by NATO in 

the early 1980s against the deployment by the Soviet missile medium worn in Europe.
22

  

She is patient because she will not have immediate results. So she knows that the crisis 

that erupted there a year ago about the Ukraine is not only about the country. It is a crisis of 

the European order resulting from the cold war. Merkel is convinced that only Western unity 

can flex Putin’s decision. The strategic interest of Germany must prevail over short-term 

economic interests. In the process of settlement of the Ukrainian crisis, Angela showed great 

restraint. Russia is a key partner of Germany (largest importer of Russian oil and gas). 

Germany cannot be in danger with Russia. Since his first term, Angela demonstrated soft 

policy with President Putin (eg it refused the membership of Georgia and Ukraine to NATO 

to the delight of the Russian President). However this does not mean that under the defiant 

Putin policy in Eastern Europe, Angela Merkel doesn’t take limitations against the Russian 

government actions. But for the Foreign Minister Steinmeier, relations with Russia should not 

                                                             
21 http://fr.reuters.com/article/topNews/idFRKBN0LO1DC20150220 consulté le 10/juillet/2015 
22 Daniel Vernet « Allemagne-Russie-Ukraine: la double stratégie d'Angela 

Merkel », http://www.slate.fr/story/91259/allemagne-russie-ukraine-poutine-merkel-diplomatie? Monde, 

22.08.2014 - 12 h 12 mis à jour le 22.08.2014 à 12 h 19, consulté le 10février 2015 

 

http://fr.reuters.com/article/topNews/idFRKBN0LO1DC20150220
http://www.slate.fr/story/91259/allemagne-russie-ukraine-poutine-merkel-diplomatie
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be marred in any way. He refuses that Europe marginalizes Russia: "Security in Europe and 

for Europe can only be achieved with Russia and not against it"
23

. He supports cooperation 

with Russia and has invested heavily for the cessation of violence in the Ukrainian-Russian 

crisis. His determination to campaign for German-Russian relations may indeed worsen 

relations with the Chancellor who is determined to make back Putin to the reason. However, 

Angela Merkel does not take any decision by herself alone, because the peace process in 

Ukraine concerns all EU countries. So, with François Hollande, they seek a diplomatic 

solution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
23 CHRISTIAN Nünlist, «La politique étrangère allemande en 2014 », Politique de sécurité: analyses de CSS, No 
149, mars 2014,48 p. 
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Conclusion 

 

 Angela Merkel is the only elected member of the federal government. The constitution 

gives her the right to choose her own ministers who lead the largest public administrations. 

She determines the number of ministries and skills. That is her who defines the outline of 

government action. With these skills, she has an arsenal of policy instruments and a power 

comparable to the President in presidential democracies. 

  Angela Merkel is a woman who, like his country, inspiring righteousness, constancy 

and strength. She takes on the challenge of designing a new policy for a renewed and 

modernized Germany. She is known with a cautious style of governance, ultra-careful and 

consensual. Her policy is to reassure the Germans. And in terms of decision making Angela 

Merkel is cautious and conservative.  

 About the situation in Ukraine, Merkel is determined to create conditions of peace 

agreement between the two neighboring states of the former Soviet Union. The Chancellor is 

excellent in crisis management
24

. She controls larger international issues while having 

confidence in it so she remains popular and trustworthy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
24http://www.lemonde.fr/idees/article/2012/11/12/angela-merkel-nouveau-

machiavel_1789276_3232.html#JApb4MRL0gkUOIJl.99 consulté le 04/07/2015 

 

http://www.lemonde.fr/idees/article/2012/11/12/angela-merkel-nouveau-machiavel_1789276_3232.html#JApb4MRL0gkUOIJl.99
http://www.lemonde.fr/idees/article/2012/11/12/angela-merkel-nouveau-machiavel_1789276_3232.html#JApb4MRL0gkUOIJl.99
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Abstract: This paper analyzes the decision making process of Angela Merkel on issues Internationals. It 

also outlines the role that the Chancellor occupies on the international scene. 
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