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The evolution of Death Penalty in the United States and in the world 

 

Death penalty has been changing for a long time all over the world, though people are still not unanimous in thinking that 

whether it should continue to exist or not. 

The corpus proposed contains two press articles, Execution fuels row over death penalty from The Guardian Weekly and Dying 

out from The Economist, both published on September 2011, a cartoon by Clay Bennett, published in the Chattanooga Times 

Free Press on September 21, 2011, and two Gallup poll charts on opinions in the United States graphics (from October 13, 2011 

and November 8, 2010) 

These documents point out the key question of the future of the death penalty, is it really evolving in terms of actions and in our 

minds especially in the US?  

 

Foremost, lots of arguments are against death penalty. A strong one is when doubt remains on the defendant guilty because of 

lack of strong evidence. For instance, Troy Davis was sentenced to death on September 21st, 2011, and as it’s said in The 

Guardian article: “a mass of evidence that left his 1991 conviction in doubt”, “there is a clear doubt about guilt”; also in The 

Economist: “Protests that the evidence against him was flawed proved fruitless”. Then the cartoon, inspired by the Troy Davis 

case, shows a statue, an allegory of Justice, blindfolded and upside-down on a pedestal, representing a blind and absurd justice. 

All of that proves that the uncertainty of guilty in death penalty sentences is crucial.  

Another convincing argument is the harshness and the unyielding nature of the punishment. It is against human rights. Some 

countries execute for “sorcery”, it is absurd to take someone’s life for this, it is inhuman. Moreover, there is the ethnic and 

poverty factor, the fact that the death penalty is “disproportionately” given to blacks and poor people (like Davis). Then, some 

US states abolished it because it costs too much money. We see that there is a lot of reasons to abolish it. 

 

That’s why the abolitionist part is growing up. The Troy case was a warning-sign to US politicians, lots of countries carried out 

this punishment: “more than two thirds of countries have done away with it”, even in minds, people accept alternatives to avoid 

mistrials: the last poll chart shows that US people (slowly) tend to prefer life imprisonment jail rather than death penalty for 

murder. 

 

Nonetheless, a large part of the US population still considerers death penalty as necessary. 

Even if people reacts a lot when there is a prejudice: “two thirds of states still have the death penalty”, whereas “There’s a 

widely held perception that all Americans are united in favour of executions, but this message came across loud and clear that 

many people are not happy with it”. This highlights that there is still a long way to go: although they are increasingly opposed to 

the death penalty, Americans are still in majority favourable (less since the third millennium). Yet, punishment for murder, of 

course for them, but not for “sorcery” (Saudi Arabia). 

As a conclusion, death penalty is in a good way to be abolished but this sentence is too much rooted in minds to evolve quickly, 

there will need more Troy Davis to eradicate it completely. 

  


