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"Hello Enrico, 
 
Alain DELON agreed with DIOR to use his image for t he Perfume TV ad "Dior pour Homme" 
with the film "LA PISCINE". 
 
It gave me the idea to send you a piece of MASERATI  history. 
 
The car in the original script was to be a Lamborgh ini ESPADA. 
 
I send you a few documents including the original c ontract between the film company and 
Thepenier, specifying that Delon and Ronet would be  the only authorized drivers with Mr 
Gauthier, Thépenier's driver. 
 
The car was sold after the Film to M. Real Del Sart e, a French Banker living in Paris. 
 
Hope this will be of interest to you. 
 
Sorry everything is in FRENCH so it will need to be  translated !!!!!!! 
 
Best regards, 
 
Frédéric." 
 
In August 1968, Jean Thepenier, the official Masera ti importer for France, wrote to Sig. Orsi at 
Maserati with a very interesting proposal. 
 
Jean was aware that a new film "La Piscine", starri ng Alain Delon and Romy Schneider, was in 
production, to be later released worldwide by Warne r Bros.  

 
La Piscine, starring Alain Delon, Romy Schneider, M aurice Ronet and Jane Birkin  



 

He pointed out that the star of this film would not  be Alain Delon, but a luxury sports car, and 
that the latest Lamborghini, the Espada, was the di rector's preferred choice. Jean went on to 
point out that the director could be persuaded to g o for a Maserati Ghibli instead ! 
 
Sig Orsi was informed that it would be necessary to  have the Ghibli in St Tropez, with their 
driver or his driver, between the 15th August and 1 5th September and that the Ghibli would be 
insured against ALL risks. 
 
It appears that the Ghibli in Thepenier's showroom,  at that time, was finished in green and that 
that colour was unsuitable for the film. Thepenier went on to point out to Sig. Orsi that such a 
unique promotional opportunity should not be missed , especially as it would be at the expense 
of one of its competitors, Lamborghini. 
 
It is interesting to note that in the original scri pt, the car used in th film was to be called a 
MARZAL, thankfully when the car was changed to a Ma serati Ghibli, so was the name !! 
 
In a letter to M. Paul Laffargue dated 8th August, M. Thepenier confirms that a Ghibli 
#AM115*554*, finished in Rosso Rubino metallizzato,  would be placed at his disposal. The car 
to be driven by their representative, M. Hubert Gau thier. 
 
You will notice that in one of the letters to Maser ati, Thepenier mentions that two other Ghiblis 
were to appear in other films, but what films ? Do you know any of them ?  
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Maserati Ghibli #AM115*554*  
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Romy Schneider strokes the Maserati Ghibli  
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The Maserati Ghibli hits the open road ! 
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A menage a trois ? 

- Romy Schneider, Alain Delon and the Maserati Ghib li  
 
CLICK HERE !  to view a classic scene from La Piscine with Romy Schneider, Alain Delon, 
Maurice Ronet and Jane Birkin. Delon driving his ri val's Maserati Ghibli through the slopes of 
the Côte d'Azure. And turn up the volume while you' re at it !!  
 



 
 
1st August 1968 - Letter from Jean Thepenier to Sig  Orsi, Officine Alfieri Maserati: 
 
"Dear Monsieur Orsi, 
 
I am proposing something very interesting. A new and great film starring Alain Delon, etc., is in 
production, it will be called La Piscine, an international film to be distributed worldwide by 
Warner Bros. The star of this film will not be Alain Delon, on anyone else, but a top class car. 
The latest Lamborghini, an Espada is proposed, but I could agree to a Ghibli, that will be 
insured against all risks for about 8 days of shooting, but it will be necessary to have the car in 
St Tropez from 15/8 to the 15/9, possibly with our driver or yours (fees paid). 
 
The car that we have here (green ex-Calza) will not be suitable in terms of colour. Do you have 
a car, even a used demonstrator, which, might I add, we could buy after the film shoot, and 
would come directly to Paris afterwards. I think we should do this, because having studied the 
issue, the resulting publicity would be enormous. Otherwise, if it is not the Ghibli it will be the 
Espada. Would you let me know by return mail. 
 
It is necessary that we see each other, for the accounts and the cars for the Show. Until now it 
is not easy for me to get away until 20/8 because of the holidays. May I remind you once again 
about the show, if we do not want happening to us, next year, that which happened to Ferrari 
and Lamborghini this year (a complete sales slump), it is essential to display the new car (even 
if we stop the sale as we did with the Mexico the first year). 
 
Please accept, Dear Monsieur Orsi, my best regards. 
 
Jean THEPENIER." 
 
 

 
 

8th August 1968 - Letter from Jean Thepenier to M. Paul Laffargue, Ste Nouvelle 
Cinematographique, Paris: 
 
"Gentlemen, 
 
We would like to thank you for the kind welcome you gave to our representative M. Gauthier, 
and following on from your letter of the 1st inst. and to the first interview you had with M. 
Gauthier, we are pleased to confirm our agreement to have at your disposal for a duration of 
six weeks, commencing August 14, 1968, a Maserati "Ghibli" Coupe in Rosso Rubino 
metallizzato. 
 
This vehicle is intended to take part in filming under the supervision of your film director M. 
Jacques Derey, in your production of the film "La Piscine". 
 
It is officially agreed between your company and ours, that our Maserati will be assigned to you 
under the responsibility of our representative M. Gauthier, who will be solely empowered to 
drive the car during shooting, aerial shots, and sequences where he will act as a double for 
Messieurs Alain Delon and Maurice Ronet, who shall be authorized to take the wheel for certain 
scenes in your film. 
 
On the other hand, it is officially agreed that you take out comprehensive insurance to the 
value of 70,000 Francs without any excess, fire and theft, and against third parties from 14th 
August until 30th September 1968; this insurance must cover our vehicle departing from 
Modena, Italy on the 14th August this year. 



 
It is also agreed that all costs of fuel, oil and relevant maintenance relating to our vehicle will 
be at the expense of your company. 
 
It is also agreed by you that M. Gauthier will be made available until September 30 this year, 
and that, as driver of our vehicle, his entire salary should also be paid by your company. 
 
To keep matters in order, we would be grateful if you would kindly return a copy of this 
document duly bearing your stamp and signature, and preceded by "Read and approved, in 
good agreement." Thank you for the interest that you have shown in adopting our marque, 
please accept, Sirs, the assurance of our distinguished greetings. 

 
                                                                                                           The President Director General. 
 
PS: We have taken note of your agreement to make a change in the text, concerning the name 
of the car from MARZAL to MASERATI "GHIBLI"." 

 
 
 

 
 

9th August 1968 - Letter from Jean Thepenier to Sig  Orsi, Officine Alfieri Maserati: 
 
"Dear Monsieur Orsi, 
 
I confirm our telephone conversation, informing you that Mr. Hubert Gauthier will take delivery 
on 14th August 14 in Modena, a red Ghibli No 115*554*, and then drive to St Tropez where she 
will remain until 30th September in order to make an international film "La Pichine". All fees, 
insurance, all risks etc., will be provided, and the star of this production M. Alain Delon, who 
we know particularly well, will most certainly buy this Ghibli at a price that we can agree with 
him. If you can arrange matters, you could export the Ghibli outright, because it is possible 
that with Italian plates M. Hubert Gauthier who is French, may have some difficulties clearing 
customs (I hope you will agree to a small discount on the price of this car, which will be used 
for six weeks, but will in turn give Maserati some very important reflected publicity. 
 
We inform you that in two other films, also, we are equally placing the "Ghibli" that we have 
available here: The green one of M. Calza and the navy blue ex-Fildier who finally did not buy 
the car, despite his order. 
 
Please accept, Dear Monsieur Orsi, my sincere greetings. 
 
Jean THEPENIER." 
 
 

 
 

13th August 1968 - Letter from Jean Thepenier to Si g Orsi, Officine Alfieri Maserati: 
 
"Dear Monsieur Orsi, 



 
I can confirm that M. Hubert Gauthier will collect the red "Ghibli" 115.554 on Friday morning 
16th inst. 
 
I would like Sig. Montcalieri to give M. Hubert Gauthier any useful directions/documents in 
order that he may pass through Italian customs at Mount Cehis with an envelope stamped to 
your address, for the return of the customs documents to your goodself. 
 
I also confirm that I will come to see you in the very first days of September to prepare for the 
show. We have the same stand as last year, and will therefore be able to exhibit five cars. 
 
Please accept, Dear Monsieur Orsi, my sincere greetings. 
 
Jean THEPENIER." 
 
 

 
 

14th August 1968 - Letter from Officine Alfieri Mas erati to Thepenier Maserati: 
 

 
 
"RE: Maserati Ghibli no. 115.554 
 
In reply to your letter of the 9th August, we inform you that we have decided to give, in 
exceptional circumstances, a discount of 500,000 lire on the cost of the vehicle in question. 
 
We confirm that the car was delivered today at your representatives Mr. Hubert Gauthier. 
 
We are delighted to learn that you plan to use two other Ghiblis for other films. 
 
In another letter we confirm the delivery of a Mexico. 
 
We thank you for your cooperation and offer our best regards. 
 

 
                                                                                                OFFICINE ALFIERI MASERATI S.p.A. 
  



 
P.S. Please note that having already long prepared the documents for the exportation of the 
Ghibli mentioned above, at the full price, we will deduct the amount of 500,000 Lire from the 
price of the next car that we supply you." 
 
 

 
 
 

 
1 Maserati Gran Turismo automobile, 4700cc, type Gh ibli, chassis and engine no 115.554, complete with 5 wheels and tyres, 

tool kit. 



 
 

 
 

16th November 1968 - Cotract for the sale of Masera ti Ghibli AM115*554*: 
 
We the undersigned ETS. THEPENIER MASERATI certify at having received this day as a 
deposit, the sum of FR. 20,000, credited for the pu rchase of a MASERATI 'GHIBLI' new, 1969, 
Serial No. AM 115 554 sold today for the total and exceptional price of FR. 74.000 in part 
exchange for a 1967 FORD MUSTANG registration numbe r 9237 TR 75 FR at a price of FR. 
19.000. It is understood that all discretion was le ft to M. Real Del Sarte himself to negotiate a 
price for his own automobile. 
 
Exchange rates in 1968 for GB £1 = French Francs 11 .849 = Italian Lira 1,500 = U.S. Dollars 
2.400 
 
 

 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Fréderic Doniot owns the original data  sheets for all Maseratis first delivered to 
Thépenier, the French Maserati importer.  

 
Source : http://www.maserati-alfieri.co.uk/alfieri06llllllll l.htm  

 

  
 


