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Yale University 
Gender Neutral Restrooms 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 
1.       What is a gender neutral restroom? 

A gender neutral restroom is one that can be used by anyone: male or female as well as those who do 
not identify as either male or female, and those who are assisting a child or other person of a 
different gender.  Most of Yale’s gender neutral restrooms are for a single user and have a lock on the 
door. 

 
2.      Why has Yale decided to convert existing restrooms into gender neutral restrooms?   

Yale has made a commitment to providing a gender neutral restroom in all of its buildings.  About 
75% of buildings already have them, and the current project is to add another 23 buildings to the list 
by changing the sign on an existing rest room. .  We will then work through the list of buildings that 
will need construction of some kind, based on the number of people who use the building. 
Transgender and gender-non-conforming people face considerable stress when having to guess 
which gendered rest room they should use in order not to be challenged or harassed 

 
3.       Who benefits from a gender neutral restroom?   

We all benefit.  People who are transgender or gender-non-conforming know that they can access a 
rest room without being challenged, and the rest of us know that all of our fellow staff members, 
students, faculty and visitors to our building feel welcomed.  If someone asks us where the gender 
neutral rest room is, we can tell them. 

 
4.       What are the drawbacks to having gender neutral restrooms?  

We imagine there to be one drawback, and that is if you have been using one of the single gender 
restrooms which are being converted to all gender restrooms, it may take a while to get used to it.  
Chances are, day to day, the same people as always will be using the rest room.  

 
5. How many and which restrooms are being converted to gender neutral restrooms?   

The 23 buildings that are gaining gender neutral restrooms through signage change in the fall of 
2015 are listed here:   
 

Building Address 
 Building Address Building Address 

   
1. 250 Church St, 2nd FL. 9.    294-296 Elm St., 3rd FL. 17.  212 York St, 1st FL. 
2. 451 College St, Franklin Hall, 2nd 

Fl. 
10.  21 Sachem St, Environmental 

Science Ctr., B FL. 
18.  10 Amistad St., Amistad Bldg., 

1st FL. 
3. 469 College St. Stoeckel Hall, 1st, 

FL. 
11.  60 Sachem St., Watson Ctr, B FL. 19.  310 Cedar St., Farnam 

Memorial Bldg., 4th FL. 
4.  270 Crown St, 1st FL. 12.  135 Prospect St, Founders Hall, 

1st FL. 
20.  315 Cedar St., Jane Ellen Hope 

Memorial Bldg., 3rd FL. 
5. 10 Hillhouse Ave, Dunham Lab, 

4th FL. 
13.  55 Prospect St, Malone 

Engineering Ctr., 1st FL 
21.  300 Cedar St., The Anlyan 

Center, LL1 FL. 
6. 17 Hillhouse Ave, LL Fl. 14.  433 Temple St, 1st FL 22.  333 Cedar St., Sterling Hall of 

Medical – B Wing, EFL FL.  
7. 52 Hillhouse Ave, Steinbach Hall, 

2nd FL. 
15.  434 Temple St,  2nd FL 23.  295 Congress Ave., Boyer 

Center, 1st FL. 
8. 149 Elm St, 2nd FL. 16.  344 Winchester Ave, 1st FL.  

 
The full map of the location of gender neutral restrooms around campus is here: 
http://lgbtq.yale.edu/restrooms  

http://lgbtq.yale.edu/restrooms
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6. Why are all restrooms on campus not being converted to gender neutral restrooms?   

Many people are not comfortable with multi-stall mixed gender bathrooms, and some people feel 
most comfortable in single gender rest rooms.   

 
7.       What is the protocol for using a gender neutral restroom?   

There is not established protocol.  A gender neutral restroom should be used in the same manner as 
any single user restroom; lock the door behind you. 

 
8. How does one know if a restroom is gender neutral or not?   

Gender neutral restrooms will have signs that say “All Gender Restroom” “Unisex” or have male and 
female figures on the sign. Below are examples of the signs used at the University. 
 

   
 
 

9.  Do other institutions have Gender Neutral Restrooms within their organization?  
Yes other academic institutions, for-profit, and non-profit institutions have gender neutral 
restrooms.  For example, the University of California system is converting all single stall rest rooms 
to gender neutral. 

 
11.    What additional educational resources exist on the topic of Gender Neutral Restrooms? 

Additional resources that can are available can be obtain from the OSHA’s recommendations 
https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA3795.pdf 
 

12. Who at Yale can support any additional questions on this topic? 
For questions, please contact either Maria Trumpler, Director, Office of LGBTQ Resources,  
maria.trumpler@yale.edu or Deborah Stanley-McAulay, Chief Diversity Officer, deborah.stanley-
mcaulay@yale.edu  
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