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David	Cameron	announces	UK-EU	DEAL	

	
The context 
 

In the run-up to the May 2015 election campaign, incumbent PM David Cameron had to face a 
certain number of issues that threatened his re-election. 

The Lib Dems were, obviously, not on the agenda anymore as Nick Clegg had been side-lined 
long ago 

Much of the pressure came within the ranks of the Conservative Party itself. Eurosceptic 
backbenchers, scared by UKIP, a populist, anti-European party, have constantly hassled Cameron to 
adopt a tougher line with Brussels. 

In an early attempt to appease them, he signed the 2011 European Union Act, which requires any 
EU-wide treaty that passes substantive new powers to Brussels to be put to a British referendum. 
That sounded like a big concession, but no new treaties were then in prospect.  

In January 2013, Mr Cameron promised that, if the Tories were re-elected in May 2015, he 
would renegotiate Britain’s membership and hold an in-out referendum by the end of 2017. 

Following his election victory in May 2015, the prime minister claimed to have embarked on a 
renegotiation to fix what he says is wrong with the EU. 

Yet he was deliberately vague about what changes he wanted. 

At the European summit on October 15th-16th, however, he was told by his fellow heads of 
government to produce a list of precise demands in November, if there was to be any chance of the 
negotiations being concluded, as he at one time hoped, at the December European summit. 

 

On February 18-19 February 2016, David Cameron got his deal at the EU summit. After round-
the-clock negotiations in Brussels, he got the 27 other EU member states to sign up to a package of 
reforms. He did not get everything he wanted - he had to water down some of the welfare curbs at 
the insistence of Eastern European members - but he did get an exemption from "ever closer union" 
and the four year ban on in-work benefits for new arrivals. 

 He claimed the deal tackled the British public's "frustrations" with the EU and ensured the 
country would never be part of an EU "superstate" - but critics say it does nothing to tackle high 
levels of immigration and take powers back from Brussels. 

 
On February 20th, David Cameron said the UK's in/out referendum would be held on 23 June 

this year - as widely predicted. If he had not got a deal on 18-19 February he would have had to 
return to Brussels at the end of February for a special summit or wait until the next scheduled 
gathering at the start of March. 
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The document 

Prime Minister David Cameron announced the agreed EU-UK deal on Friday night where he 
said the "UK can have the best of both worlds". 

Here is the script of the speech. This is not the full speech but just important parts of it. 

 
Within the last hour I have negotiated a deal to give the UK special status in the European 

Union. 
I will fly back to London tonight and update the Cabinet at 10am tomorrow morning. 

This deal has delivered on the commitments I made at the beginning of this renegotiation 
process. 

Britain will be permanently out of ever closer union – never part of a European superstate. 
There will be tough new restrictions on access to our welfare system for EU migrants – no more 

something for nothing. 
Britain will never join the euro. And we have secured vital protections for our economy and a 

full say over the rules of the free trade single market while remaining outside of the euro. 
I believe it is enough for me to recommend that the United Kingdom remain in the European 

Union – having the best of both worlds. 
(…) 

Responsibility for supervising the financial stability of the UK remains in the hands of the Bank 
of England, so we continue to keep our taxpayers and our savers safe. 

We have ensured that British taxpayers will never be made to bail out countries in the eurozone. 
We have ensured that the UK’s economic interests are protected. We have made sure that the 

eurozone cannot act as a bloc to undermine the integrity of the free trade single market. 
And we have guaranteed British business will never face any discrimination for being outside the 

eurozone. 
We have also agreed that should the UK, or another non-euro member state, fear these rules are 

being broken they can activate an emergency safeguard, unilaterally, to ensure they are enforced. 
Let me be clear, because there has been debate about this. 

Britain will have the power to pull this lever on our own. 
(…) 

In this respect, we have secured the following: 
First, New powers against criminals from other countries – including powers to stop them 

coming here in the first place, and powers to deport them if they are already here. 
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Longer re-entry bans for fraudsters and people who collude in sham marriages. 
And an end to the ridiculous situation where EU nationals can avoid British immigration rules 

when bringing their families from outside the EU. 
We have also secured a breakthrough agreement for Britain to reduce the unnatural draw that our 

benefits system exerts across Europe. 
We have already made sure that EU migrants cannot claim the new unemployment benefit, 

Universal Credit, while looking for work. 

And those coming from the EU who haven’t found work within 6 months can now be required to 
leave. 

Today we have established a new emergency brake so that EU migrants will have to wait 4 years 
until they have full access to our benefits. 

(…) 
Ever since we joined, Europe has been on the path to something called ‘ever closer union’. 

It means a political union. 
We’ve never liked it. We’ve never wanted it. 

And today we have permanently carved Britain out of it, so that we can never be forced into 
political integration with the rest of Europe. 

The text of the legally binding agreement today sets out in full the UK’s position. 
It says that the treaties will be changed to make clear – and I quote: “…the Treaty references to 

ever closer union do not apply to the United Kingdom.” 
 

 
Links for further analysis 

 
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-eu-referendum-35622105 

 
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/feb/19/camerons-eu-deal-what-he-wanted-and-what-

he-got 
 

http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-eu-referendum-35620570 
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