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The project

In a world that is becoming ever more 
connected through globalisation, being open 
minded is a must. As architects we have and 
will have an important role in the future. We 
design houses, neighbourhoods, cities and so 

-
row minded and consider architecture as one 
universal model as this disregards external 
environments and other variable factors thus 
producing designs devoid of context.

From that came an idea of this study.

The idea is to make use of both our desire to 
travel and architectural knowledge.
Take two guys full of energy, curiosity and a 
want to explore.
Take two motorbikes, light, solid and easy to 

-
ment for a long motorbike trip.

The goal is to drive from Hanoi to Toulouse 
on these motorbikes going through around 
twenty countries with the eye of an architec-
ture student. We will discover other ways of 
life and other ways to build through which 
we will observe where and how people live 
outside of our « civilised » countries and the-
refore think about architecture on a global 
scale.

Another aim is to see how people build wi-
thout money. We will observe how people 
build in many ways using natural resources 
depending on their cultures, religion and cli-
mate.

What are we looking for by taking this 
journey?
First a general knoledge about all those 

being even more open minded in a time when 
the world is teeming with nationalist parties. 
The extreme right party in France, the neo-
nazis in Germany and in Eastern Europe, the 
Donald Trump presidential candidacy...
Travel to check out how people live, what 

cities.
Being interested by something different. Not 
by the international architecture that we can 
see in every magazine and which is taught in 
every school. Going into very poor countries 
and seeing how they produce architecture 
with almost nothing. 
The world is going through an ecological 
revolution. What are the lesson that we can 
get from their resourcefulness in architecture 
and from these countries local architecture 
that is so different from ours?



The project

Quentin

As a motorbike driver and backpacker I have 
always loved hitting the road and meeting 
new people. My trips have always given 
me something different, strong and deep, 
almost like being part of the documentary 
that you watch on TV.  My background as car-
penter and architect made me think about 
making architecture a focal point of my trip. 
Mr. Fabre, a former teacher of mine at the 
Architecture school of Toulouse told me once  
« architecture is everywhere around you. 
You should not only consider architecture as 
the nice building that is on the corner ».

While studying in Hanoi for my 4th year of 
-

chitecture of Vietnam and its surroundings. 
I have driven through Vietnam by motorbike 
with a friend. 2500km in two weeks and a 
half weeks. I have been able to observe the 
change in architecture from north to south. 
This trip allowed me to discover the  coun-
tries rich culture and through this better un-
derstand the reasoning behind the diverse 
range of architectures.

Hellen 

As a traveller I have always wanted to ex-
plore more and this project will allow me to 
develop my work with the organisation « Ar-
chitecte sans frontières » in Toulouse. For the 
last two years I have been producing speci-

houses. We have met many different people 
in various houses and analysed the house 
from a technical and sociological viewpoint. 
The Archi-Take-Tour project will allow me to 
complete my studies.

Today a lot of projects can be totally dis-
connected with their environnement. There-
fore I want to see what architecture can be « 
basic »  when more connected to the reality 
of its environment. We will learn more in six 
months visiting , living in and analysing all 
these countries than in six months attending 

architectural inventions in a slum than in fa-
mous architectes house ».



The analyse The review

It was decided to analyse these houses in an 

based on climate, culture, religon, natural 

Moreover we will use a sensitive approach 
taking into account light, atmosphere, 
feelings, space and the result it has on 
neighbourhoods, habitants and houses.

photography, perspective, observations, 

carry out a detailed comparison.

We will carry out this study during our 5th 
year of University. Over one semester we will 
drive through two continents studying the di-
verse range of houses that we will encoun-
ter. Following this our teachers in France will 

houses we analyse.
From that we will run an exhibition, publi-
cation and share our work with as many 
people as possible.

We will also record our journey through a 
blog through  which friends, family, and 
partners can follow our journey.



Map and itinerary 

Vietnam

France



Prior project

This book has been thought of as a guide to discover and understand the urban style of tokyo 

they explored Tokyo by walking, cycling, driving, and public transportation thus realising 
their aim.



Prior project
This project was conducted by two french architects and is a collection of the the Mediteraneen 

the aim was to observe this overbuilt coast.

BOURBOUZE ET GRAINDORGE



+841644905442 +33624247263

The website is under construction. However if you want further information or just updates 
about the project and the website you can send us an e-mail and we will keep you updated.

We are also looking for contacts in the contries that we are going to explore. Feel free to 
share our project to people that might be interested by helping, meeting and sharing a little 
bit of their culture.


