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From the president  

Alfred DUPARCQ 

     It is a calendar quirk that twenty years after its opening in April 1996 the Alexandre VILLE-

DIEU museum reopens its doors after two month’s renovation.   

 

     On 26th February 1996, Jean Marie VANHEUVERSUYN, while ploughing discovered the 

remains of a French soldier from the 1st Colonial Infantry regiment of Morocco, Alexandre 

VILLEDIEU, regimental number 250. 

     This man was posted missing on October 8, 1915, during the German counter attack of Pit 

11. The most surprising was to find on him a Waterman fountain pen with its original ink still 

working after spending 82 years underground. 

     This was shown at the first international salon of writing organised by the “Furet du Nord” 

and the story of the man and his fountain pen went viral. 

 

     Faced with the number of international visitors who wanted to see that “treasure”, Marcel 

CARON, who was mayor at the time, authorized opening a temporary hall which later became 

the Alexandre VILLEDIEU museum. 

 

      Twenty years later, the association members are proud to present the objects and the story of 

men of different nationalities who fought on the soil of Loos during the battles which left their 

mark on our region. 

     Many new items and accounts have since enriched the museum. 

 

     Since the beginning of  April the museum is ready to welcome the public every day, upon 

appointment. Contact Alfred DUPARCQ 06 09 46 48 65 and Jean Louis DELATTRE 06 51 40 

71 94. 

 

     For the walks, call Jean Louis DELATTRE 06 51 40 71 94. 

 

     During the Route du Louvre, on April 17th, our association will hold a covered stand Place de 

la République 
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General assembly 

1. Association news 

     It took place on Sunday 31st January, 2016,  in the multimedia library in the presence of Mmes Dominique DA-SILVA and  

Claudie DEMESTER and of M. Pierre DAMAGEUX, deputy mayors of LOOS EN GOHELLE ; Jean-François CARON, excused. 

 

     After a few words welcoming the assembly, President Alfred DUPARCQ presented the annual report of the association. 

     He recalled the main events of 2015, our participation in the Route du Louvre, the commemoration of the first battle of Loos, the 

forgotten battle, of May 9th, during which a plaque was set in memory of the victims, thanks to the initiative of Jean-Louis 

DELATTRE; this happened in presence of several families of the victims who came especially; also the commemoration  of the 

centenary of the Battle of LOOS, 25th, 26th and 27th September, when the association welcomed and guided almost 1,500 British 

visitors; the lecture given in the town hall by Simon GODLY and Gilles PAYEN; the events and external exhibitions we shared 

through our presence and the loan of equipment; also the Patrimony Days. He pointed out the importance of communication thanks 

to the Echo des Tranchées published in French and translated into English, German and Dutch, and thanks to the many viewings of 

the website and on Facebook. He also recalled the many requests from neighbouring villages (Lens, Vendin, Essars, Douvrin, etc..), 

from schools and other associations and he thanked the town council for its constant support and the renovation project of the 

museum at the beginning of the year. 

     Finally he renewed his thanks to the translators of l’Echo des 

Tranchées : Mrs Annick GREEN (English), Mme Claire 

SAUVAGE et M. Benjamin KATRYNIOK (German) and M. 

Frank MAHIEU (Dutch).  

     Then Jean-Louis DELATTRE, secretary of the association, 

gave a progress report, showing an increase in activities in 

every field. The number of members increased by one active 

member and three benefactors, the total being now 30 members 

(17 active and 13 benefactors). 

 

     After a very healthy financial report presented by our 

treasurer Louis DREUX, the members renewed unanimously 

the board as follows : 

- President :  Alfred DUPARCQ 

- Vice-president : Gilles PAYEN 

- Treasurer  : Louis DREUX 

- Secretary  : Jean-Louis DELATTRE 

The audience 

     The authorities congratulated all the members for their participation, their involvement in a public service mission, their historic 

role, their work of remembrance and their availability. 

 

     A toast to friendship closed the meeting. 

Jean-Louis DELATTRE 

The board  
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Jean-Louis DELATTRE 

The museum 

     The museum stayed closed for this first quarter of the year. Indeed the town technical department undertook work in the last two 

rooms, renovation, electricity, solving the damp problem, repainting, etc… This follows the works already carried out at the 

beginning of 1015. The very careful work of the town team and the relocation of the exhibits by our members enabled the re-

opening on April 1st. 

Members at work 
 Abel BLAIRY gave a fob watch 

which had belonged to his father, a 

1914-18 poilu   

Work is over, the 2,000 

exhibits have been returned 

to their place, it’s time to 

chill. 

      

     Every day, during almost three weeks, a 

lot of work was done :  removing items, 

dismantling shelves, storing the lot under 

careful labelling, refitting, re-locating with 

precision and also improving the battle 

maps. 

Jean-Louis DELATTRE 

   

    In June 1917, after the Battle of Vimy, Lieutenant-general 

Arthur Currie, then in charge of the 1st Canadian Division, was 

appointed to the head of the Canadian Corps, replacing British 

Lieutenant-general Julian Byng. From then on Canadian troops 

were commanded by a Canadian officer. 

     Currie was ordered to regain Lens, but first he had to regain 

Ridge 70, north of the town, so as to dominate the Lens-Douai 

area. 

     The battle started on August 15th, 1917 and ended on August 

25th. The Canadians liberated the whole of Loos after repelling 

21 German counter-attacks. The losses were enormous, 9,198 

killed, most of the losses were at Ridge 70 where there were 

1,056 dead, 2,432 wounded and 39 Canadian made prisoners. 

Enemy victims were estimated at 25,000. Six Canadian soldiers 

received the Victoria Cross for their heroism and courage. 

     

      The Ridge 70 victory made Arthur Currie the leader of a national army which became a springboard for Canada’s independence. 

 

      Canadians from the Ridge 70 foundation planned to build a monument in Loos to commemorate this battle. The memorial should 

be ready in April for the visitors to the centenary of the battle of Vimy, on April 9 th. The official unveiling will be on August 15th, 

2017.   

 

      Work will start in April. There will be a car park big enough to allow for buses. At the entrance there will be a pavilion with 

notice boards. A pedestrian way will lead to a foot bridge. The theatre will be maple leaf shaped. From there it will be possible to 

reach the site or to go to a symbolic trench dug into the mound. This will lead to the 14m high granite obelisk. 

2. Soon a Canadian monument in Loos en Gohelle. 

Members at work 
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 Jean-Louis DELATTRE 

Ginette Haÿ passed away 

Lieutenant Edgar Faulks  
21 May 1879 - 26 September 1915 

 Jean-Louis DELATTRE 

      

     Local historian, Ginette died at the age of 90.  She had done a lot of research on Lens past, the history 

of the Gohelle region; she had collaborated to the book “Loos en Gohelle in search of the past”. She was a 

delegate to the history and archaeology Commission in our department; in 1993, she had received the 

Lacoste prize for the best sport document following a book dedicated to Georges Carpentier, a man from 

Lens, world boxing champion at the beginning of last century. She was vice-president of “Gauhéria”, a 

Lens association researching, in view of publishing, the history sources of the Gohelle; she was also a 

benefactress of our association. 

     The members of the association renew their most sincere condolences to her husband, Louis, and to all 

the members of her family. 

A plaque in memory of the victims from the battle of the 9
th

 May 1915. 

     In issue No 44 (2nd quarter, 2015) of the Echo des Tranchées we mentioned a plaque in memory of the victims of the battle of 

May 9th, 1915, the forgotten battle. 

 

     At the moment, the plaque and its surroundings are being embellished by the Loos en Gohelle technical department. When the 

work will be done, there is no doubt that this will be very interesting to any visitor or rambler. 

                 Plaque on unveiling                                     Improvement work, March 2016 
Poppy wreath and text in homage to Edgar 

Faulks 

     A few months ago, unknown British visitors, probably belonging to Lieutenant Edgar 

Faulks’ family, left a poppy wreath and a text on the plaque. The battle of Loos, on 

September 25th, 1915, had indeed started at the very spot where the battle of May 9th had 

finished. Today the wreath has disappeared, maybe blown by the wind over the battle 

field. However, the text, albeit damaged, was recovered. It said : 

 

« I buried him close to where he fell, by the side of a rough road which runs 

from Vermelles to Loos » 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On his first day in action, between 2 and 3 pm on Sunday 26th September 1915, he did 

sterling work with the wounded under heavy shelling. He was attending a wounded 

gunner by one of the guns, when he was hit through the chest. « It was a good death in 

the act of doing his duty ». He now has no known grave. 

 

 Honoured and remembered with pride and sorrow by the Faulks family .  

 

     Lieutenant Faulks’s name is inscribed on the memorial at Dud Corner in Loos en 

Gohelle. 

     Edgar Faulks was a doctor. Son of Arthur and Emma Faulks of 

Loughborough, he trained at Nottingham University and Guy’s, and 

worked at London County Asylum in Bexley. Until he volunteered for the 

RAMC in june 1915. He was attached to 95th Brigade Royal Field 

Artillery in 21st Division. 

3. Homage to Lieutenant Edgar Faulks  


