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Bailey pointed out that there is no shortage of op-
tions in the eastern townships when it comes to pho-
tographers and said that rather than disappear in the
crowd the studio opted to take advantage of the new
technology to specialize and offer a service that goes
beyond traditional photography. Today while her fa-
ther looks after more traditional photography, Jessica
takes care of the business’s digital painting and restora-
tion work, which makes up about two thirds of the
business.

“We specialize in photos that need something done
to them,” the elder Bailey said with regard to the stu-
dio’s restoration work. “Sometimes people come in
with a nice picture that is old, but it doesn’t need to be
restored, they just want copies. What we do here is too
complicated for that so we send them up to Imacom
where they have a Kodak machine where people can
do it themselves. If there’s something to do then we
keep it. It wouldn’t be nice to just make copes and then
charge a big price for the more complicated process
when it’s so easy for them over there.” 

Though his daughter now takes care of that side of
the business, it was Marc who came back from the
United States with the idea of Digital Painting.

“We’d always been told our photography style was
like a painting, so it seemed like a good fit” the pho-
tographer said.

As the name suggests, the majority of the process of
making a photo into a digital painting takes place on
the computer. Working from a scanned original, the
Baileys retouch the image, going as far as rearranging
the contents or changing backgrounds, but maintain-
ing the fine details of the original image to create an
end product that is somewhere in between painting
and photo. The image is then printed out onto canvas
with a giant printer, then coated with a protective gel
and textured with paint in a way that the elder Bailey
said would leave it protected for “hundreds of years.”

“We get the impression that it is all painted, but re-
ally it’s done in layers,” the photographer said.

Looking to the coming weeks, the Baileys noted with
some anticipation that the creative team behind the
How it’s Made television program will be coming to

look at their workshop and document the creation
process for an upcoming episode.

“Some painters call this cheating, but to me this is
the perfect mix,” the younger Bailey said. “The face is
perfect, but you get all the beauty of a painting.”

Jessica added that the work also features a more cre-
ative element in the way that the elements of some im-
ages need to be rearranged to produce a better end
result.

“It’s done on the computer, but by hand,” the spe-
cialist said, explaining that she uses a specialized dig-
ital pen and tablet for both the digital painting and
restoration work. “The graphic pencil and the tablet
react like a paintbrush.”

The younger Bailey was clearly pleased with the
recognition shown through her awards, although she
said that the real motivation for her in engaging with
competitions is the way that it pushes her to refine her
art and improve her skills. Her father proudly pointed
out that the specialist category in the provin-
cial competition is dedicated only to artists who
retouch photographs & create digital paintings
and gestured to his daughter’s five winning
works now hung on the wall in the family stu-
dio.

Asked about what is possible with regard to
restoring a damaged photo, Jessica said that the
end results depend on budget and on the qual-
ity of the original image.

“I can bring it back to essentially perfect, but
it’s a lot of work and people aren’t; always ready
to pay for that,” Bailey said, adding that she
doesn’t necessarily like to take all the marks off
of an image. “The age of a photo is also part of
its story.”

The specialist explained that she typically
works through the restoration process with
clients, and that it is almost always a process of
discovery, sometimes even for her.

“Sometimes it seems like something is gone,
but you can still find it because it is the original
photo” “at some point that information was
there. Often it’s the only photo the family has,
and I am happy to be able to bring it back for
them.

By Gordon Lambie

T
here were more than 20,000 daf-
fodils being sorted in the basement
of Lennoxville United Church on

Wednesday morning as the local volun-
teers of the annual daffodil campaign
for the Canadian Cancer Society pre-
pared orders for pickup and delivery.
While the arrival of the flowers means
the start of the campaign for those
groups who sell from tables set up in
local businesses, the local team’s work is
nearly done for the year as all that re-
mains is for the daffodils to be delivered
to the people who ordered them

Organizing committee member Mau-
reen Quigg said that any orders that did

not go out already yesterday should be
showing up today. In communities like
Bury and North Hatley where orders are
picked up rather than delivered, some
extra flowers will be on hand for pur-
chase while supplies last.

“We really want to say a big thank you
to the United Church,” Quigg said, point-
ing out that the space and set-up in the
basement allowed the group to quickly
and easily arrange the flowers for easy
pick up by the delivery teams.

Noting that the flowers seem to be in
particularly nice shape this year, the vol-
unteer organizer reminded those receiv-
ing daffodils that the best way to
encourage a quick bloom is to cut the
stems diagonally about a half inch from

their bottom and then set the flowers in
lukewarm water. Anyone wishing to
keep their bouquets dormant a little
longer can put the flowers in a paper bag
in the vegetable crisper for as many as
four or five days.

Established in the 1950s, the annual
daffodil campaign is one of the most sig-
nificant fundraising initiatives for the
Canadian Cancer Society nationwide

Pictured here is Daffodil campaign volun-
teer Maureen Quigg filling a bag with some
of the more than 20,000 daffodils ordered by
people in local communities.
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Operation
Backpack:

Equipped to Learn

BECOME A
SPONSOR 

Operation Backpack is an
initiative of The Record in
conjunction with the
Lennoxville & District
Women’s Centre and
volunteers whose goal is to
ensure every child in need
starts the school year with
a new backpack filled with
school supplies. 

The committee is seeking
sponsors to purchase a
backpack and supplies,
estimated at $75. 

The goal is to equip 85 chil-
dren for the coming school
year. To become a sponsor,
contact Sharon McCully at
outletjournal@ sympatico.ca 

IT TAKES A
COMMUNITY 

While donations of school
supplies form the founda-
tion of our program, finan-
cial donations will allow the
committee to purchase
additional supplies. We are
enlisting the support of the
business community to
become 

Bronze Sponsor: $150 
Silver Sponsor: $375 
Gold Sponsor: $750

Cheques can be made
payable to the LDWC, 257
Queen Street, Sherbrooke,
QC, indicating it is for
School Supplies. 

Tax receipts will be issued. 
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Looking at the work that has come out of a
month of research and creation, the art teacher said
that the students have gone in a number of differ-
ent creative directions covering a range of perspec-
tives from hopeful looks to the future to dark
musings on the past.

Hirshfeld said that in 2015 the sanctuary art ex-
hibit and auction brought in $1200, but added that
she hopes to surpass that number this coming Fri-
day night.

The event is set to take place in the Alexander Galt
Library on Friday April 8, between 7pm and 9pm.
Bidding on artworks will be done by silent auction,
and other donations to the cause are also welcome.

Auction of Hope

Daffodil Days return
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Shooting for Success

Jessica Bailey(middle) with her proud parents Diane and
Marc at the family's studio on Du Conseil Street in
 Sherbrooke
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