
 

  

Everybody is invited to contribute and 

participate in the newsletter redaction. 

Feel free to create, share or write 

articles about events in Myanmar or 

anything that you judge important to be 

published in this newsletter. Please send 

your ideas to this following e-mail 

address: 

            andy.grosbois@gmail.com 

This is the KnNC monthly newsletter, here     

you’ll find information about Karenni 

education process, education meeting 

updating, school activities or fundraising 

project setting up by KnNC teachers, 

students or external contributors. 

All donations that will contribute to the publication of this 

newsletter are welcome. Thanks for your faithful support. 

BRIGHTEN THE WAY INTO THE FUTURE 

                                              

                                            KnNC monthly newsletter 

           February 2016 – March 2016 
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KnNC background 
Brighten the way into the future 

KnCC was officially established on 24th June 2011 by merging KnPT and 
KLMC.  KnCC aims at preparing the students to be efficient in various 
professions and also equipping those who wish to continue their study with 
proficiency in English. 
 
The Karenni Post Ten School (KnPT) was established by Karenni Education 
Department – KnED in 1995 with the aim of upgrading English language skills of 
Karenni high school graduates. But, since then, its curriculum has been modified 
in line with the adjusted objectives to satisfy the growing needs of the community 
due to its increasing student population. KnPT graduates have been serving their 
community on every corner of it.  
 
The Burma Program Education Office (BPEO) and the British embassy in 
Bangkok jointly funded the school in 1997. But BPEO was the program’s sole 
funder from 1998 up until 2006. In 2007 and 2008, Thabyay Education Network 
and WEAVE jointly funded the program. In 2009, Canadian Embassy Fund, and 
in 2010 Child’s Dream. However, later years saw inadequate education 
opportunities for Karenni high school graduates, in terms of intake and learning 
areas.  
 
Therefore, in 2003, Karenni Leadership and Management Course – KLMC was 
set up by Karenni Students Union with the aim of training high school graduates 
with community management and leadership skills in order for them to be able to 
serve their community in CBOs, upon completion of the course. This program 
was first financially supported by a catholic foundation from Australia. But, from 
2005 onward still 2010, Karenni Student Development Program – KSDP was the 
principal funder of the program.  
 
After 2007, despite large-scale resettlement, there is still a steady need or 
demand for post ten education because new arrivals are filling in the place of 
leaving refugees. However, the schools are facing staff shortage because of 
resettlement impact and discontinuity of financial support of their previous 
funders because of many constraints. 
Therefore, in order to sustain their functioning, KnPT and KLMC have been 

merged, in the hope that available resources will be utilized while lifting their 

standard of service. 

In the beginning of January 2016, we have decided to change KnCC’s name to 
KnNC for multiple reasons. We want the school to become a national school 
instead of a community school in the aim of being integrated within the Burmese 
education. The recognition of our education by the government is also primordial. 
Finally promoting and preserving our literature, language and our culture to 
ensure our future. 

 

 

KnNC Mission 
KnNC exists to nurture students 

academically, socially, and 

spiritually; enabling them to 

become responsible and 

disciplined adults, through 

challenging and energetic 

education program whereby the 

students will discover and 

develop their own potential and 

equipped with the knowledge, 

skills, and character needed to 

serve their community towards a 

sustainably-developed society. 

 

KnNC Vision 

KnCC   KnNC seeks to be an avenue of 

development to produce   

empowered students for the 

greater advancement of their 

community. 
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Seh Theh (New Stars) Learning Center (STLC) was established in 2013 aims to 

empower youth for the greater advancement of their community. STLC dedicated to 

empowering and building the capacity of young adults to effectively serve for their 

community. It is located in Deemawso, Kayah State, Myanmar. STLC is a branch 

school of KnNC and supported by Child’s Dream Foundation. STLC gives priority in 

admission to those failed the government matriculation exam and unable to continue 

their education. STLC offers a two-year program focusing on life skills subjects 

includes English, Social Sciences, Computer, Civic Education, Community 

Management, Karenni language, Basic Law and Human Rights. The course also 

includes field works and two months internship hosted by respective CSOs, NGOs 

and INGOs. The curricular based on Student-centered and critical thinking.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Section 2: School activities 

Student’s exchange 
From the 14th to the 18th of January 28 students (first, second and third year) and also 5 

teachers went back to Karenni states. 

Every year, we, KnNC together with our sister school Seh Theh Learning Center (STLC) 

and Level Up Academy organized an exchange program in Karenni state, Myanmar. 

Since we were born and brought up in the conflict zones as a result of the world’s longest 

civil war, we all longed for peace.  We have never been to our homeland. We don’t know 

how it looks like.  Without mutual understanding and respect, we will not be able to live 

in harmony. Although born outside of the country, we still feel the sense of belonging to 

our homeland where our parents originally came from. To peacefully live in our 

homeland with dignity has always been our common dreams but more importantly, it is 

the responsibilities of all to make our dreams come true. Thus, we believe that having 

an exchange with our brothers and sisters inside the country will somehow help to 

strengthen our relationships, build mutual understanding, respect, networks, trust and 

unity which are all fundamental to the national peace and reconciliation. During this 

exchange program, we learn the differences, we identify our common goals, we discuss 

how we could reach and maintain our goals together.  We know that “Together, we can 

make a change”.   

 

 

 Section 1: Meeting updating 

STUDENT’S – PARENT’S       
MEETING 

We presented our school activities, 

achievements and challenges. We also 

discussed about the upcoming 

graduation. The next topics was, parents 

were looking forward to celebrate the 

achievement of their children and most of 

them contributed for fund for this 

graduation as we are not supported by 

funder. Every year, KnNC successfully 

celebrate graduation by self-support and 

parent-support. The Potential funding 

situation and tentative plan for next 

coming year was also discussed. Parents 

concern about the future of KnNC as they 

realized this is the only school in Karenni 

refugee camp that offer academic 

education after high school (grade 10) 

level. It is also a school that the Karenni 

community rely on for community work. 

Thus, it is essential to sustain KnNC 

 IT class gives training 

During three weeks (end of 

January to the middle of 

February). All IT student have 

given an IT training every 

evening (04:00 pm to 05:00 

pm) into the middle school 

within the Karenni refugee 

camp #1.  

They principally shared basics 

computer skills such as using 

internet and using Words. 

 

 

 

 
Learning Center 

Seh Theh Learning Center 
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 Section 3: Graduation day 

KnNC 2016 Academic Year Graduation  

The graduation has taken place during the 17th of March 2016. The batches from 

Diploma in Community Development are the first batch in this major since the school 

was created in 2011. 86 students have been graduated from KnNC this year. 

97 percent of the student who have been graduated work as a teacher in primary, 

middle and high school in the camp and inside Karenni state (IDP) areas in the first 

year after their graduation. Moreover, about 40 percent continue to work as a teacher 

and the rest work within CBOs, NGOs as health worker, social worker, women activist 

or development worker in refugee camp and inside Myanmar. About 3-4 % continue 

their further studies with scholarship in Thailand, India, Canada, Hong Kong and 

Myanmar. 

Mr. Gabriel, The KnNC Principal gives his feelings after this school year: 

“Firstly, I sincerely would like to thanks my community for giving me the opportunity 

to work within KnNC. As I know, KnNC is the main sector that produces utilizable 

human resources for Karenni community in each years. Indeed, KnNC is essential for 

the community, without them there will be no chance for the youths who attend high 

school and middle school. For that, I was pleased to be a part of KnNC by contributing 

my effort, my knowledge and my capability to the students throughout year but also I 

have an acknowledgement to each graduated students who had tried hard and 

invested their time in order to develop the education field. I strongly believe that the 

graduated students will fulfil the needs of the community wherever they are.” 

 

  

Brighten the way into the future 

Graduation day in pictures 

                                            

       

    
 

 First year students 
have given an 
environmental 

training. 

In February. First year 

students have collected 

rubbishes and have 

cleaned the school 

compound. They have 

also given a short training 

among the children in the 

camp and have explained 

to them how we must care 

for our environment by 

recylcing and to don’t 

throw away all our plastic 

bags as well as bottles. 

The children were 

exciting to learn it from 

their brothers or sisters. 
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    STLC School 

 

 Section 4: Student’s and teacher’s testimony 

What the cease fire agreement has changed in the refugee situation since 2012? 

Khun Bosco (academic class): “As my own opinion I have seen that since the 

ceasefire (2012) Karenni people got more freedom. I have relatives in Karenni 

state and also inside the camp, after the ceasefire, we were able to meet each 

other without difficulties” 

Peter Paul (academic class): “I have noticed that the ceasefire has some 

negative points also. For instance after 2012 many NGO’s has reduced their 

fund within the camp and has started to set up more projects directly inside 

Myanmar. It has affected particularly the education sector and the food 

ration” 

Why many students drop out from the school within the camp? 

Tue Reh (Academic class): “From my personal point of view, I think financial 

issue seems to be the most common issue. For example, the lack of income for the 

family. Parents sometimes don’t have any other choice than to send their child to 

work and find extra income. Secondly, since the cease-fire agreement, the ration 

decreased and in order to get more income, the parents have to take their children 

with them and work or find foods. Lastly, some of them need to look after their 

younger siblings while their parents are away/absent from home. 
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Resettlement program: How it has affected your school? 

Teacher Lawkee (KnNC School, Community development – Active citizenship) 

“Since the resettlement program has started in 2005\2006, many Karenni students have 

been relocated to the third country. For those who didn’t have UN register number, they 

feel unlucky to be at school when they are comparing themselves to their friends and more 

specifically about their education standards. Mostly they said that they become 

unmotivated and wish to be relocated as well as their friends. It affects directly their 

studies and perspectives.” 

“We have also lost a lot of human resources. We have been facing since many years the 

lack of teachers inside the Karenni camp #1. We have to find and struggle every school 

year to motivate students to become a teacher. As a result the new arrival students 

complain that their teachers are unqualified and they don’t recognize their teaching 

skills.” 

What are your thoughts about the benefits to be resettled to the third country? 

Beh reh (Diploma in Community Devolvement): “There are many benefits to be resettled. 

I always wanted to be one day resettle to the third country and my uncle is actually there. 

As I can see, the education it’s one of the main advantage by getting a recognize 

certificate. We have been moving during many years because of the civil war and even 

though today we are in the camp, we don’t know where we will be next two or three years. 

In third country, we will have a permanent situation and accommodation. As a refugee we 

can’t work and get income. The life abroad will give me the ability to support my family by 

getting a job and a better life condition” 
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Karenni National College 20th anniversary 

 Section 5: Student’s creativity and biography 

First year Articles 
Kantawaraddy times, 5 march 2016 

An Interview with Teen Musician 

Teen musical artist Lee Reh has been chosen as the winner of the sixth annual GRAMMY Foundation® and MusiCares® Teens 

Make Music Contest for his original interpretation of the importance of living above the influence of drug and alcohol use. 

The contest asked young musicians, ages 14-18, to compose or create an original song or music video that celebrates life above 

the influence or brings attention to the real-life consequences of substance abuse. 

First-place winner Lee Reh from Karenni, a student at Stephen and Harriet Myers Middle School in New York, submitted 

"Fight," a song, featuring Rah-mene McDuffie, that encourages teens not to succumb to the negative influences around them. 

Kantarawaddy Times's Journalist had reached him out through Social Media on 17 Feb 

Q: : Where did you born? 

A: : I need to ask my parents for the exact location smile emoticon . I was born in the camp in Mae Hong Son. 

Q: : Why did your family leave your home in Burma? 

A: : My family left Burma due to the war. We were living in a refugee camp and wanted a better life. 

Q: : When did you resettle in US? 

A: : I left ( refugee camp ) when I was 9 years old in 2009. 

Q: : Can you share us some of your memories living inside the camp? 

A: : Some memories is playing in the street with my friend, getting dirty, making toys out of bamboo, play soccer. 

Q: : So, you left the camp in 2009, do you have any special feeling or dream about your new journey to US at that time?  

A: : When I left in 2009 I think my dream was to be a doctor, so one day I can visit Thailand again. 

Q: : The award winning song ‘Fight’ is really amazing and encouraging to Youth to free substance abuse. How did you get the 

idea to compose such an inspiring song?  

A: : I got the idea to write ‘fight’ because of my living environment in inner city Albany. I see people sitting on my stairs doing 

nothing, people doing drugs and smoking all day, teenagers going in and out of a liquor store and seeing all that motivated me to 

write the song with my music partner Rah-mene . 

Q: : I could see that your career opportunity door has opened! What will you be doing in your future career? 

A: : In the future, I think i will be doing more music, performing , writing and singing. And I see myself going back to the camp 

and maybe performing there. 

Q: : After your award, you already got fans from Karenni and camp. Do you want to say something to them? 

A: : To all the Karenni people out there in the camp, I know it’s hard there.. I know what it feels like to not have things but keep 

working hard because Karenni people never give up. One day we will all be united. And always trust in god (if you believe in 
god). 

I am Maw Shay Myar. I was born in May 2, 1994 in south of Shan State, Phen Koe township, Nan Naw 

(also known as Nga Mue) village. I started grade one at Sin Phu school until Middle School. After that I 

moved to Phen Koe School to continue grade nine because there was no high school in our village. Then, I 

shifted again to Loikaw high school. However I did not passed the matriculation exam as a consequence, I 

stopped to go to school and helped my parents at home during two years. 

In 2014, I came to Karenni refugee camp#1 and I attended high school again in the camp because I was 

willing to study. When I reached the camp, I passed grade ten and I applied for KnNC School (Karenni 

National College). 

In addition, I have a future plan. Since I have attended KnNC, I really want to learn and enhance my 

capacity in order to help the community in Karenni state especially about the educations. In brief, I would 

like to thank all the teachers and I consider them such as my guiding stars. Wherever I will go or whatever I 

will do, I will never forget them and I will try my best in order to keep in touch with them. 

 

First year Biography 
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Child’s Dream updating meeting 

The coordinator (Elizabeth Mimar) and the foreign teacher (Andy Grosbois) went to 

Chiang Mai in the middle of November 2015 to meet with the head higher education 

Mr. Thomas Brittner. 

SLTC school (branch of KnNC school) in Demoso (Karenni state,Myanmar) was the 

main point of the conversation, in fact Child’s dream has for objectives to build a 

school there. A plan of the future building has been presented.  

A problem might compromised this project: the legal certificate land-owner is 

missing. As a result, it will be very difficult to invest in a fancy building there without 

this certificate. Mrs. Elizabeth has explained that it is very difficult to obtain it but she 

will discuss again with KnPP (the legal land-owner after the ceasefire in 1995). 

Mr. Thomas Brittner has also remind that with the actual conjuncture and the 

political situation within Myanmar will certainly become more stable after the 8 

November election and that an repatriation will happen, it is difficult for them to 

continue to find donors that will invest for the education within the camp and has 

encouraged KnNC to thinking about the future of the school. 

 

Article chosen by Diploma in Community Development 

Karenni peace conference has been cancelled 

Regional Karenni authorities have blocked an attempt by 

community stakeholders to hold a peacebuilding forum, 

according to local sources. 

The two-day event, which was set to begin on Thursday 18 

February in the Karenni capital of Loikaw, was organized by 

Burmese migrant rights group Foundation for Education 

and Development (FED), based in Thailand. 

FED director Htoo Chit said the Karenni State authorities 

instructed organizers to call off the event on Wednesday 

evening, issuing a verbal warning that the President’s “We 

sought permission from the township, district and regional 

level authorities as well as the Myanmar Peace Centre and 

they gave us the go ahead so we proceeded with 

organizing the event. 

“All the preparations were done by about 2pm on 

[Wednesday 17 February], the regional government office 

called our coordinator and told us not to go ahead with the 

forum as ‘there will be a problem’, and that the President’s 

Office does not allow it,” Htoo Chit said. 

“We decided to call it off and had to apologize to the 

participants who had already arrived in Loikaw for the 

event.” 

Over 300 participants representing political parties, civil 

society groups, academics, NGO’s and ethnic armed 

groups were scheduled to attend the USAIDS funded forum, 

to discuss peacebuilding measures in the region. 

Htoo Chit has vowed to find another way to host the forum 

to support the ongoing peace process throughout Burma. At 

the time of print, the President’s Office has not issued a 

statement on the matter. 

Democratic Voice of Burma (19 February 2016) 

 

 
Tayazin Aung’s creativy. DCD class 
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I was born in Myanmar in Karenni State and I 

resettled to Karenni Refugee Camp#1 also 

known as Ban Mai Nai Soi. I live there since 

2009 with my family due to the political 

situation and also because my family was in 

danger there. I am studying in Karenni 

National College (KnNC) in Diploma of 

Community Development since 2015. I 

started to study in KnNC in 2013 after being 

graduated from Karenni High School. I would 

like to help my community in political and 

education role for the next coming years. The 

end of the school year is coming soon and I 

would like to say sincerely thanks to all my 

teachers and classmates whose I have shared 

most of my time during the school day. The 

situation is not stable today but we will have 

to be united in order to make a brighter 

future. 

My name is 

Nye Reh. I am 

20 years old. 
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Hi everyone. My name is Hseh Myar and I am 

currently studying in KnNC School within the 

Diploma in Community Development class. 

Today I would like to write a warm message to 

my teachers. Firstly, you have been all of you 

during three years very supporting. You have 

shared and taught me a lot of knowledges. You 

have made me participating in groups or 

individually and gave me the chance to 

express my personality and to be more 

confident in English. Through your kindness 

and skills I have enjoyed all my time in class as 

well as outside. 

Today I feel happy and sad in the same time. I 

am happy to celebrate this special day with all 

my teachers and classmates but also sad 

because I will be separated from them. I will 

never forget you all. 

 

My name is Bu Reh and I was born in 1987 on the 

Thai-Burma border. I am now working at KnNC as 

a teacher, teaching Community Project 

Management (CPM). 

I have completed Karenni Post-Ten (KnPT) in 

Karenni camp #1, Mae Hong Son, in 2011. 

Because of this educational background, I had got 

a scholarship from Child’s Dream and successfully 

graduated the B.A. in Social Sciences at Chiang 

Mai University in 2015. 

However, I realize that working with my 

community currently is one of the best 

experiences, and today I see ‘Education’ as the 

key to unlock the golden door of freedom for 

Karenni young people. Therefore, I decided to 

serve my community at KnNC. I would also like to 

invite all Karenni people to realize in which way 

we can support our community since we have 
shared the same meaning of Karenni society 

together. 
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Preh Reh’s drawing (DCD Class) 

7  



  

 

 

8
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Section 6: guests speaker 

Mr.Luiz from KnRC: Has presented the return 

guideline and operation plan that KnRC has set up. 

Mr.John Blundell from Australia: Make a 

presentation about his researches between 

Australia and Myanmar. His presentation has 

focused mainly to the economy, military, age 

expectations, education budget and health budget 

and has shown how the Myanmar still have to 

improve for all the points that have been presented. 

Mr.Oliver from TNI (The Transitional Institute) 

organization came to ask different questions to DCD 

class. His questions was principally focus on the 

2012 cease fire. Most of the students has explained 

how the ceasefire has changes the refugee’s life 

especially within their state but also have shown his 

negative aspects for instance the NGO’s that have 

reduced considerably their fund and food within the 

camp. 

A team production from America: Corey, Jenna, 

Sarah and Ansley came to the school in order to 

make a documentary which will show the Karenni 

life and culture. They have explained to the 

student’s their job and their filming materials. Corey 

and Asley have also shown their own production 

that they have made during different trips in 

Mongolia and Thailand. 

Katie Julian from Mote Oo Education came to the 

school and has given a short presentation of Mote 

Oo vision and mission. Mote Oo provide curriculum 

books from more than 150 schools along the border 

as well as inside Myanmar. She has given a speech 

also at KnNC School within the camp and the 

students who has answered correctly her questions 

have won a book. 
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 Chapter 7 : Fundraising Project 

Andy’s fundraising project (French) 

Andy the KnNC English teacher has done a 50 days fundraising campaign within a French website (Ulule). During this 

campaign his friends has participated actively and organized a Fundraising party on the 14th of October in France. 1400 

euros have been raised and 2500 euro at the end of the campaign. Those funds will serve for the school stationary 

or school building. 

Catlin Fundraising project (gofundme.com, USA) 

The previous KnNC English teacher Mrs. Catlin Bresnahan has set up a fundraising page on the famous American 

website “GoFundMe”. The campaign it today on going and 2400 dollars have been raised. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


