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The Idea of progress  

I am going to talk about the idea of progress. First of all, I would like to give a definition 

of this notion: the idea of progress can be defined as an improvement, a development or a 

change- a technical, scientific or social advance which contributes to making the world a 

better place.  

To illustrate this, I have chosen three documents, three pictures more exactly. First, a 

picture of a traditional family, then a picture which results of "The modern family", a US TV 

series and finally, "Dad cooks, Mom works", a document which represents a young father 

who’s cleaning the house and taking care of his baby. I have chosen these documents because 

I want to talk about the evolution of the structure of families all over the world and I think 

these pictures illustrate this evolution. How did evolve the structure of the family from the 

20th century to nowadays? 

The first document represents a traditional nuclear family: a man, his wife and their 

two children. The man seems to have just come back from work, he is still wearing his 

overcoat. He is cuddling his children. The mother is a housewife, she looks very happy, by 

looking at the scene. I think this document is very interesting for explain this notion because 

it shows how in the past, the "perfect" family had so much stereotypes like the man who 

earned money, that we can call “the breadwinning Dad”, and work hard while his wife stayed 

at home to cleaning and looking after the children. 

The second document represents three modern families: a blended family, an 

interracial couples or mixed marriages and one gay couple with their baby. I chose this 

document because it’s a very good example which represents correctly the evolution of the 

family. 50 years ago, we could never see a gay couple with a baby, and that shows the 

evolution of the family. 

The third document represents a young dad who’s cleaning the house and taking care 

of the baby. We can suppose that the mother is working while the dad takes care of the house. 

This document is also interesting because it shows a contrasts with the traditional family 

some years ago and the first document. It rejects the ideas of the family like: dad works and 

mom takes care of the baby. It shows too the society evolved and the families. 

Finally, these documents stand for exactly what is the idea of progress because they 

show how the structures of family evolve, how the stereotypes about the role of the men and 

the women can change today, how the traditional family is not anymore a current events, for 

example the gay couple with their baby. The family evolved and I think it’s a good thing for 

the progress of the society. Indeed, it contributes to making the world a better place and it’s 

the goal of this notion. But if we can see a real progress into the sexes, mankind, stereotypes 

and the homosexual couples, there still have many problems of inequalities in laws, in work. 


