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During the 19th century the segregation between black people and white people in the United 

States appeared. This segregation takes place, more precisely, in the Southern American Society. It 

institutionalized through specific laws. Also the segregation is implemented and controlled by the 

Southern States. Indeed, the ancient States Confederates set up the Jim Crow Lows which by-pass 

XIIIth, XIVth and XVth amendments to the Constitution abolishing slavery and granting citizen’s 

status to the American Blacks. Therefor it can be legal to beat or manhandle them. That’s why black 

people were treated like animals, and they were constantly hanged as in the famous photo entitled 

“the necktie party”. That’s not only one person who implement the Segregation but it’s a group and 

many factors like the Government and the KKK. The segregation doesn’t take place only in the United 

States but also in South Africa which is a place equated with Segregation and Apartheid. However, 

the music’s power is he able to stop this discrimination racial? I will speak first about the segregation. 

In a second part I will deal with the difference between the power of one population’s part over 

another part. In a third part, I will also focus on the segregation’s advancement. 

 At the beginning of the 20th century South Africa was the place of a gap between white and 

black people. This country was a place equated with segregation and apartheid. Black people were 

considered as less than white people. So they were moved in Townships, on all-black areas where the 

majority of people come from rural areas and are excluded from the cities. That’s why, it was a place 

of exclusion and rejection. We can find different social classes. They were black people who lived in a 

privileged social background and they were the poorest who represents the working class. They were 

also in United States a gap between this two population. Black people were treated as second-class 

insofar as they were denied the right of write. In the United States, white people were considered to 

be the leaders as the Pilgrim who came first in America. Southern white people want the supremacy 

of WASP as the KKK who was a white supremacist group that used terror tactics to put pressure on 

the black population with lynching, bombings, intimidation. They revendicated true America. That’s 

why they were anti-Black, anti-Jew, anti-Catholic, anticommunist and homophobic. So in many 

countries we can find lot of black people who were assassinated by KKK, as in Jessup County in 

Mississippi where three civil rights worker came to the South to help black people get the right to vote 

and set up registration clinics.  

 During the Apartheid lot of black people considered music as culture. For them music is a big 

power to fight this Apartheid and segregation. It gives better prospects to children who are denied 

the same rights as the other children of the country. But lot of people can make fun of people who 

play music because to them, music is a laughable activity. It makes no sense to them. As a 

consequence, they put pressure on people who try to play music as they can’t stand them being 

different from them. So people who play music are not part of the group and as such, he’s rejected. 

When people are jealous or stronger than other, they put pressure. It’s just like that that segregation 

works. Indeed, white people have power with laws. Then they are able to discriminate and beat black 

people legally. That’s why black people are poor, they don’t have power and then they become poor. 

They can’t find jobs, and they are rejected. The consequence of this rejection is that black people try 

to go out of this society. There was also a gap between two Americas. Northern America where black 

people are accepted and integrated and Southern America where they are confronted to the 

segregation’s horror.  
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There are black people who wants an advancement and there are the other who accept this situation 

and suffer this discrimination and segregation. However, the music will be able to stop this racial 

segregation?  

Finally, the music is a synonym of an advancement. It can bring up children properly. On all-black area 

where music discriminates between people because their poverty, social background. Instead of 

clinging to advancement poor black people turn away from it, without knowing why. At the end of the 

20th century, they were lot of advancement. In the course of time, black people begin to have some 

rights such as the right to have a polling card. The music is used by black singer as Billie HOLIDAY to 

denounce the segregation. She used the power of her song to make an advancement into the society. 

Her famous song “Strange Fruit” is a committed song that had a political impact in the fight for black 

people’s civil rights campaign. It helped Americans all over the country to end segregation but also it 

shows the suffering of the artist who created this song to speak about her personal experience of 

racism. That’s why the affair of the three civil rights worker sign the purpose of the segregation. 

Indeed, this affair was tremendously mediatized. Then the American Society understand that the 

segregation is a big problem for the advancement of the Country. We can finally say that the power 

of music had an impact into the society.  


