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The European Azerbaijan Society (TEAS) is a UK-registered pan-European foundation dedicated 
to raising awareness of Azerbaijan and fostering closer economic, political and cultural links 
between that country and the nations of Europe.

As well as promoting the positive aspects of Azerbaijan, TEAS also highlights the plight of the 
875,000 refugees and Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) within the country. These people are 
unable to return to their homes and lands because of the illegal occupation of Nagorno-Karabakh 
and seven surrounding districts by Armenia’s armed forces – in defiance of four UN Security 
Council resolutions.

TEAS has three main facets to its operations:
• Culture – TEAS raises awareness of Azerbaijan’s rich and vibrant culture to a worldwide 

audience by organising cultural events and operating as a networking centre. 
• Business – TEAS supports its membership of European and Azerbaijani businesses. It 

provides a platform for organisations to establish links and strengthen their existing business 
relationships via a programme of networking opportunities across the regions. 

• Public Affairs – TEAS works to increase awareness about Azerbaijan amongst key opinion- 
formers, key decision-makers and other political, academic and civil society stakeholders.

In pursuit of its objectives TEAS:
• Organises meetings with interested parties, opinion-formers and decision-makers
• Arranges roundtables, seminars, lectures and conferences
• Publishes pamphlets, reports, bulletins, books and produces films
• Facilitates fact-finding trips by politicians and business people.

Welcome to the TEAS Magazine

Facebook
The TEAS Facebook page is 
your chance to learn about the 
latest news, events, campaigns 
and other Azerbaijan-related 
items. Visit and ‘like’ our page 
at: http://bit.ly/TEASFB.

Membership and 
Sponsorship
TEAS offers a range of 
corporate and individual 
membership packages, 
providing such benefits as 
advertising, trade missions, 
networking, business sector 
advice and hotel discounts. 

TEAS also offers numerous 
sponsorship opportunities 
throughout the year for its 
events and conferences. To find 
out more, e-mail: membership@
teas.eu.

Firstly, congratulations to Lionel Hackett, who won the June competition.

To stand a chance of winning £100 of Amazon vouchers, simply answer the following 10 questions, the answers to which will be found 
in this issue of the magazine. In the case of a tie, a draw will be made. Previous winners are ineligible to enter, as are TEAS employees 
and their families. Please send all entries to editor@teas.eu by 17.00hrs (GMT) on 8 August:

1. Who won the Baku European Grand Prix?
2. What was the nickname of the Azerbaijan-born French Resistance hero Ahmadiyya Jabrayilov?
3. What is the maximum word limit for the Khojaly Literary Prize?
4. With which leading Tajik musician did Alim Qasimov share the Wigmore Hall stage in London?
5. Can you name one of the pipelines forming the Southern Energy Corridor?
6. When did Peter Szijjarto, Hungarian Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade, visit Baku?
7. Who is the Azerbaijani Minister for Communications and High Technologies?
8. Who is the Belgian Ambassador–Designate to Azerbaijan, Georgia and Turkmenistan?
9. Who is the Port Ambassador for the Port of Antwerp?
10. Who is the Russian Foreign Minister?

Win £100 of Amazon vouchers!

18 November: Elchin Shirinov Trio (part of the London Jazz Festival)
Pizza Express Jazz Club, 10 Dean Street, London W1D 3RW
20.30hrs. Call +44 (0)20 74394962

TEAS is pleased to support this performance by the outstanding Azerbaijani pianist Elchin Shirinov. Seamlessly blending pianistic 
pyrotechnics and mugham into an intoxicating aural ethnojazz experience, these gigs come on the tail of successful performances in 
Reims, the Festival Jazz à Saint-Germain-des-Prés Paris and the Spice of Life and Vortex Jazz Clubs in London. Other musicians will 
include Andrea Di Biase (bass) and Dave Hamblett (drums).

Upcoming Event For full details of all TEAS events, go to www.teas.eu/upcoming events
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From the TEAS Director

Lionel Zetter, 
Director, 
TEAS 

Politics and News

As the front cover of this issue shows, 
Formula 1 came to Baku for the first time 
last month. A terrific street race showed 
off Baku’s stunning architecture – both 
ancient and modern – and the splendid 
coastal vistas afforded by the Boulevard. 
The German Nico Rosberg, who drives 
for the Mercedes team, won the race. The 
Grand Prix was the first of a planned five-
race series, with future Baku street races 
possibly being held at night, which will add 
to the excitement.

This month we launch two competitions 
to commemorate the forthcoming 25th 
anniversary of the tragic events that 
occurred around Khojaly in February 1992. 
The first of these is an international art 
prize, which was initiated in London last 
year and attracted some strong entries. 
The other is the Khojaly Literary Prize, 
which will be for the best short stories. Full 
details are contained in this magazine and 
on our website.

In Brussels, the landmark TEAS publication 
Khojaly Witness of a War Crime – Armenia 
in the Dock received its Belgian launch 
on UN World Refugee Day. The book 
contains harrowing first-hand accounts 
from survivors of the Khojaly Massacre, 
contemporary reports from the Western and 
Russian media, analysis, and the full texts 
of the four outstanding UN Security Council 
resolutions condemning the ongoing 
occupation of Azerbaijani territories.

Meanwhile, in Cabertat, a plaque was 
unveiled honouring Ahmadiyya Jabrayilov, 
a French Resistance fighter who was born 
in Sheki in Azerbaijan. The memorial also 
commemorates other Azerbaijanis who 
fought heroically as part of the French 
Resistance against Nazi occupation.

Fighting continues along the ‘contact line’, 
albeit at a lower level of intensity than has 
been apparent in recent months. A summit 
in St Petersburg between Presidents 
Ilham Aliyev and Serzh Sargsyan, hosted 
by President Putin, has helped to calm 
tensions and put peace talks back on track.

Lionel Zetter, Director, TEAS

The first Formula 1 race to be held on the 
new Baku City Circuit has been hailed as 
a tremendous success by motor-racing 
pundits, drivers and team bosses around 
the world. Speaking to Craig Slater of Sky 
Sports after the race on 19 June, Formula 
1 supremo Bernie Ecclestone reflected: 
“If all the places we go made the effort 
that these people made here, it would be 
fantastic. They’ve done an incredible job. 
It turned out to be a really good circuit. I 
wanted to go past the old castle whatever 
happened, and to get all these things in 
shot for television, which is what we were 
lucky enough to do.” 

The drivers were also impressed by Baku, 
including world champion Lewis Hamilton, 
who commented: “It’s like a jewel hidden 
away somewhere which we didn’t know 
about. Plus, the weather’s incredible.”

There were a few teething problems, such 
as the drain cover that came loose during 
a practice lap, damaging Valtteri Bottas’ 
Williams car. In the build-up to the race on 
Sunday, many predicted plenty of incidents 
after watching the chaos that ensued in the 
GP2 races over the previous weekend, but 
the drama centred on Hamilton and Kimi 
Raikkonen’s frantic radio messages.

The timing of the race also posed logistical 
issues, coming just seven days after the 
Canadian Grand Prix in Montreal, more 
than 5500 miles away. It remains uncertain 
whether these two races will stay back-to-
back next season.

Any speculation that Baku could struggle 
to fulfil its five-year contract for hosting 
Formula 1 was swiftly dispelled by Mr 
Ecclestone who commented: “I wouldn’t 
worry about that.” Arif Rahimov, Chief 
Executive, Baku City Circuit, said: “The 
government really understands that the 
Grand Prix brings a lot to the country 
and it’s very important to us. That’s why 
we are doing this race, and it’s not going 
anywhere. Everyone has enjoyed it, and 
we hope we are going to have a very long 
relationship with Formula 1.”

The race was eventually won by Mercedes’ 
Nico Rosberg, beating Ferrari’s Sebastian 
Vettel and Force India’s Sergio Perez. With 
Lewis Hamilton finishing fifth, Rosberg 
extended his championship lead over his 
teammate to 24 points. This was a superb 
redemptive victory for Rosberg – his fifth 
of the season – and the German never put 
a wheel wrong on a day when Mercedes 
crushed Ferrari.

The Old City provided a stunning vista to the race

Baku European Grand Prix – a roaring success

Azerbaijani–EU partnership agreement ratified
The European Parliament has ratified a document between Azerbaijan and the EU that will 
ensure Azerbaijani participation in EU programmes. The document was voted upon on 6 
July, during the plenary session of the European Parliament in Strasbourg. The document 
was approved, with 577 votes in favour, and 67 votes against, with a further 51 abstentions.

Norica Nicolai (Romania), ALDE Group Vice-President, and European Parliament 
rapporteur on Azerbaijan, welcomed the adoption of the protocol, which he regards as 
strengthening co-operation in the EU Eastern Partnership. He commented: “This protocol is 
a step forward, and opens new ways for Azerbaijani students and researchers to participate 
in various EU programmes.”



07 / 2016 www.teas.eu

The ceremony for signing the Azerbaijani–
UN Framework Agreement for 2016–20 was 
held in Baku on 12 July, where it was signed 
by Shahin Mustafayev, Azerbaijani Minister 
of the Economy, and Ghulam Isaczai, UN 
Resident Co-ordinator. The document will 
cover the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development and set sustainable 
development goals.
 
Mr Mustafayev explained that the framework 
document covers such strategic spheres 
as economic diversification, the promotion 
of sustainable economic development, 
institutional capacity strengthening, the 
development of effective public and social 
services, improvement of environmental 
management, and increased resilience to 
risks and natural disasters.
 
Mr Isaczai replied: “The document is 
being signed during an important period 

for Azerbaijan, when the government 
is undertaking reforms and preparing 
a strategic roadmap for economic 
diversification. The UN is ready to 
contribute to the implementation of these 

processes. Our involvement includes 
political consultations and experience. 
We can support the development of the 
agricultural sector, and advise on a range of 
topics, including healthcare and migration.”

04 Politics and News

Azerbaijan–UN 
framework agreement 
ratified

Elmar Mammadyarov, Azerbaijani Foreign Affairs Minister, hailed the thaw in Russo-Turkish 
relations alongside Sergei Lavrov, Russian Foreign Minister

Shahin Mustafayev, Azerbaijani Minister of the Economy, reflects on the Azerbaijani–UN agreement, whilst Bahar Muradova, 
Vice-Speaker, Milli Majlis and Ghulam Isaczai, UN Resident Co-ordinator look on

Azerbaijani–Iranian agreements approved
Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev 
has approved an agreement between 
Azerbaijan and Iran regarding co-
operation over the use of water resources 
and the continuation of construction and 

operation of the Khudaferin and Giz Galasi 
hydroelectric facilities on the Araz River. 

President Aliyev also approved a 
framework agreement between the 

countries regarding the co-ordination of 
railway systems. Both agreements were 
signed on 23 February in Tehran and were 
subsequently ratified by the Azerbaijani 
parliament on 14 June.

Turkish–Russian rapprochement applauded
Speaking at a joint press conference alongside Sergei Lavrov, 
Russian Foreign Minister, Elmar Mammadyarov, his Azerbaijani 
counterpart, commented: “Azerbaijan is pleased over the 
rapprochement between Turkey and Russia.” He went on to 
explain that, during the meeting, normalisation of relations 
between Turkey and Russia: “was the subject of the discussions. 
We only welcome and are excited about this development.”

Mr Lavrov, in turn, noted that the Azerbaijani–Russian relations 
are not determined by any external factors, saying: “The less 
problems there are in the region, the better it is for Russia and 
Azerbaijan.” He also added that normalisation of relations would 
also help to reduce elements in the Syrian issue where Russia 
and Turkey have different approaches.

Full steam ahead for the ASAN Train
Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev has pledged to continue the 
reforms initiated by the innovative and efficient ASAN Xidmet 
system of e-governance. Speaking during a meeting of the 
Azerbaijani Cabinet of Ministers dedicated to the results of the 
socioeconomic development in the first half of 2016, where he also 
delineated future objectives, he explained: “Positive steps to build 
a democratic society are being undertaken, and the rule of law and 
all freedoms are being ensured. Azerbaijan is growing into one 
of the leading countries regarding the implementation of political 
reforms.” 

He continued: “The measures to fight against corruption and 
bribery, which were of great concern to society, have been 
undertaken on a wide scale in recent years. We have achieved 

remarkable successes. Combating corruption and bribery is one of 
the major directions of our policy. Punishment and administrative 
measures are helpful, but systematic reforms have also opened the 
way towards achieving significant progress in this field. I want to 
mention the activity of the ASAN Xidmet service. This has earned 
the acclaim of society within a very short time span, and proven its 
worth as an Azerbaijani brand across the world. Millions of people 
have used this service. The number of ASAN Xidmet services will 
increase in the future, alongside more electronic services.”

President Aliyev went on to reveal that ASAN Xidmet was currently 
constructing now centres and that a new system – the ASAN Train 
– would bring these services to the remote parts of the country not 
currently administered by an ASAN Centre.
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On 20 June, overdue homage was duly 
paid to Ahmadiyya Jabrayilov (aka 
Ahmed Michel) and other Azerbaijani 
members of the French Resistance who 
participated in the Maquis de Cabertat and 
the Third Hussars Regiment during the 
Second World War. Taking place in front 
of the Mausoleum of Cabertat, close to 
Montauban – 50km from Toulouse – that 
houses the remains of Resistance heroes, 
including those from Azerbaijan – the 
commemoration included the unveiling of 
a plaque in the presence of Ayaz Gojayev, 
Cultural Advisor, Azerbaijani Embassy 
in France; Valérie Rabault, MP, Tarn-et-
Garonne region; Pierre Amestoy, Director 
of the local branch of the Office of Veterans 
under the Ministry of Defence; and Robert 
Bonhomme, representing the Sons of those 
Murdered in Tarn-et-Garonne and mayors 
and dignitaries from the surrounding cities, 
including Montauban, Monclar, Vaissac, 
Nègrepelisse, Montricoux and Puygaillard. 
The ceremony, attended by around 150 
people, was organised by the Friends of 
the Maquis of Cabertat Association and 
TEAS France.

The homage began with a religious 
ceremony in front of the mausoleum, 
commemorating the French Resistance 
members who were killed on 20 June 
1944 by Nazis invading the Maquis. This 
was followed by a welcome address by 
Francis Delmas, Mayor of the City of 
Vaïssac, and a keynote speech by Michel 
Poux, President, Friends of the Maquis de 
Cabertat Association. This was followed 
by a performance of the Azerbaijani and 
French National Anthems, paying utmost 
respect to the Brothers in Arms who fought 
alongside each other against Fascism.

The flag carriers, followed by the 
Azerbaijani and French delegations, 
moved to a second site, a few metres 
away, where the plaque in memory of 
all Azerbaijanis who fought within the 
French Resistance, including Ahmadiyya 
Jabrayilov, was unveiled by Ayaz Gojayev, 
on behalf of the Azerbaijani Embassy; 
Marie-Laetitia Gourdin, TEAS; and Michel 
Poux, Friends of the Maquis de Cabertat 
Association.   

Marie-Laetitia Gourdin, Director, TEAS 
France, commented: “Today, we wish to 
honour the Azerbaijanis who fought in the 
Maquis de Cabertat and the Third Hussars 
Regiment in the Midi-Pyrénées, Vosges 
and Alsace Regions, and in particular 
to Ahmadiyya Jabrayilov, also known as 
Ahmed Michel, or ‘Kharko’, by his Brothers 
in Arms. Engaged in the Red Army against 
the Nazis during World War II, Ahmadiyya 
was imprisoned in camps in Ukraine and in 
France, before escaping and entering the 
French Resistance in spring 1944 in the 
Tarn-et-Garonne Region, where he joined 
the Maquis de Cabertat. 

“After participating in the liberation 
of several cities in the Midi-Pyrénées 
Region, and meeting General de Gaulle in 
Toulouse in September 1944, Ahmadiyya 
left for Alsace, where he participated in 
the liberation of the cities of Mulhouse and 
Belfort. TEAS wanted to make sure that 
the name of Ahmadiyya is not forgotten, 
and this is why our foundation collaborated 
with the Friends of the Maquis de Cabertat 
Association in organising a joint ceremony 
to pay respect to those who joined forces 
to fight the Nazis in the name of liberty.”  

Mr Gojayev recalled: “From the start of 
the Second World War, Azerbaijan was 
engaged in the campaign by the former 
Red Army of the Soviet Union against 
the Nazis. The war itself did not spread 
to Azerbaijani territory, but Azerbaijanis 
felt its weight, as more than 600,000 of 
its citizens participated in the war, of 
which half were killed. Azerbaijan played 
an important role in the war, given its 
essential oil resources. Hitler had a plan 
to invade Baku, the capital of Azerbaijan, 
to access these reserves. Azerbaijanis 
fought alongside many members of the 
Resistance in Europe, including in the 
former Yugoslavia, Italy, Poland and, of 
course, France. Ahmadiyya Jabrayilov, 
also known as Ahmed Michel, played a key 
role. He received the Legion d’Honneur, 
one of the highest official recognitions 
from the French Republic for those who 
made a difference by their actions, and 
was declared a National Hero of France.”

The Azerbaijani and French anthems 
were played once again, closing a moving 
ceremony in the midst of the woods in 
which Resistance members used to hide. 

The Mayor of Vaïssac then invited all 
participants to share drinks and a lunch. 
André Terrassier, one of the last surviving 
members of the French Resistance from 
the Maquis de Cabertat, recalled: “Yes, I 
knew Ahmed Michel; he was very brave 
and always smiling.” The son of one other 

Marie-Laetitia Gourdin, 
Director, TEAS France and 
Ulkar Muller, Senior Culture 
and Communications Officer, 
TEAS France, pay homage 
the bravery of Kharko and 
his Resistance brethren 
(Photo: Pierre Voyard)

Azerbaijani Resistance hero Ahmadiyya Jabrayilov honoured in France

The bravery of Sheki-born Ahmadiyya Jabrayilov, known to his French Resistance ‘Brothers in Arms’ as Kharko, has 
received long-overdue acknowledgement
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Resistance member, named René Chambard, was also present. 
He shared his loving memories of Ahmadiyya’s last visit to his 
father in 1977. He recalled the letters they exchanged, where his 
father called Ahmadiyya his ‘Brother in Arms’.

The story of Ahmadiyya – born near Sheki – is one of patriotism, 
valour, luck, and tenacity. As one of the 240,000 Soviet soldiers 
taken prisoner whilst launching an offensive against the Nazis 
near the Izyum Bridge over the Don, Ahmadiyya was transferred 
to many camps, eventually languishing in a camp in Frankfurt-an-
der-Oder, near the Polish border, for Soviet soldiers from the Soviet 
Republics. Refusing to join the Nazi cause after promises were 
made regarding the independence of Azerbaijan following a Nazi 
victory, he decided to escape and rejoin the Red Army. Surviving 
forced labour and considered to be Jewish, he underwent sadistic 
experiments with hydrogen cyanide, was assisted by a Turkish-
speaking cleaning woman and escaped using a the ruse of a fake 
‘burial’, thereafter joining the French Resistance.

Often disguised in women’s clothing, he blew up those restaurants 
and cafés frequented by Nazi officers, and sabotaged bridges and 
railway lines. Nicknamed ‘Kharko’, the Gestapo placed a price 
of DM10,000 on his head, and he joined the Maquis of Cabertat 
in 1944. Following the liberation of Toulouse in September 1944, 
he met General Charles de Gaulle, and after the liberation of the 
Midi–Pyrénées, he joined the Third Hussars Regiment, with whom 

he participated in the Battle of the Vosges and the liberation of 
Mulhouse and Belfort.

Thereafter, he was forcibly repatriated to the Soviet Union, 
following the Franco–Soviet Pact, where was tortured by the 
NKVD and condemned to forced labour. However, his bravery was 
belatedly recognised in 1966, when President General de Gaulle 
made his second visit to the Soviet Union. By this time, he had 
returned to Sheki, but General de Gaulle’s request to see him 
resulted in overnight fame. He became a National Hero of France, 
and received the Croix de Guerre, the Cross of Military Valour and 
the Medal of the French Resistance, amongst other accolades. 
Ahmadiyya also toured the regions of France that he helped to 
liberate, and met many of his Resistance friends. His life was 
ended at the age of 74 by a car accident in Sheki.

The story of Ahmadiyya Jabrayilov has formed the basis of several 
books and documentaries, and it is only fitting that his memory is 
revered in France – his second homeland.

Ayaz Gojayev, Cultural Advisor, Azerbaijani Embassy in France, spoke warmly of the 
bravery of his compatriot

Azerbaijan and France create Interregional Co-operation Committee
Shahin Mustafayev, Azerbaijani Economy Minister, has received Bertrand Fort, Secretary-General, French National Commission on 
Decentralisation and Interregional Co-operation and Delegate for the External Action of Local Authorities and the French Foreign Affairs 
Ministry. During the meeting, Mr Mustafayev recalled that 13 Azerbaijani cities are currently co-operating with 11 cities and one region of 
France.

He commented: “During the meeting, the parties covered the establishment of the Committee for Interregional Co-operation between 
Azerbaijan and France, with the aim of co-ordinating their processes.” In turn, Mr Fort stressed the potential for the expansion of such 
co-operation.

Marie-Laetitia Gourdin, Director, TEAS France, outlined the incredible story of patriotism, 
valour, luck, and tenacity that were the hallmarks of the life of Ahmadiyya Jabrayilov

Dignitaries from 
the Tarn-et-
Garonne region and 
surrounding cities 
reverently paid their 
respects to their 
fallen colleagues 
(Photo: Pierre 
Voyard)

Pope Francis to visit Azerbaijan
Pope Francis has revealed that he will meet Orthodox, Muslim and Jewish leaders 
during his visit to Georgia and Azerbaijan from 30 September–2 October. The Papal 
visit – which will be his 16th trip outside Italy – will include two Masses, in addition 
to meetings with heads of state, religious leaders and local Catholics, according to 
the scheduled released by the Vatican. He will also meet Azerbaijani President Ilham 
Aliyev, government ministers and civil society representatives from both countries. 

During his return flight to Rome from Armenia on 26 June, the Pope stated his wish to 
promote peace between Azerbaijan and Armenia, stating: “I say this to all the Armenians 
and the Azerbaijanis – possibly, they can’t agree on the ways of making peace, and on 
this they need to work. But I don’t know what else to say. I will say what comes to my 
heart at the time, but always in a positive way, seeking viable solutions that work.”

Pope Francis will experience Azerbaijani tolerance and 
multiculturalism first-hand
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All TEAS Magazine readers are invited to submit their short 
stories for the inaugural Khojaly Literary Prize. As many of you 
will be aware, the Khojaly Massacre on 25–26 February 1992 was 
the worst single tragedy of the Armenian–Azerbaijani conflict over 
Nagorno-Karabakh, claiming the lives of 613 civilians.

In commemoration of the forthcoming 25th anniversary of this tragedy, 
the Justice for Khojaly campaign, under the auspices of TEAS, is 
launching a creative writing competition. The following relates to the 
UK heat, but similar competitions are being run by TEAS offices in 
France, Germany, Turkey and in the Benelux countries. Simply click 
on your preferred language at www.teas.eu to see the relevant rules, 
submission details, prizes and the awards venue.

The aim of this Prize is to raise awareness of this terrible event, 
and to push for peaceful resolution to the occupation of Nagorno-
Karabakh and the seven surrounding regions that will result in the 
return of all Azerbaijani territories. 

Stories may be up to 6000 words in length, and can be as inventive 
or factual as you wish. The Judges will make their decisions 
according to the way in which the stories demonstrate creativity, 

imagination, a strong writing style, a compelling narrative and 
distinct characterisations.

The final selection of stories will be published in a compendium 
that will be distributed across Europe.

The winners will receive prizes of £500 for the winner, £250 for 
the second prize and £150 for the third prize. In the UK, prizes will 
be awarded in the Houses of Parliament with media in attendance 
in February 2017. Extracts from the winning stories will be read 
aloud. The deadline is 1 November, and submissions should be 
sent to neil.watson@teas.eu.

Khojaly Literary Prize – exercise your creativity

Alim Qasimov – the famed mugham 
khanande of international renown – came to 
London for two magical evenings. The first 
of these was a masterclass at the School of 
Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) at the 
request of Dr Rachel Harris, Reader in the 
Music of Central Asia and China, SOAS. 
During a remarkable evening, Mr Qasimov 
and his daughter Ferghana explained the 
structure of mugham, the significance of its 
poetry, and encouraged the multinational 
audience to sing some of the most famous 
lyrics (including Bari Bakh).

Numerous singers from various traditions 
– including Iranian, Turkish and Lithuanian 
music – were in the audience, so Mr 
Qasimov demonstrated how they could 
emulate his own vocal timbre, which is 
rich, emotive and replete with nuances. 
His ensemble, comprising Rafael Asgarov 
(balaban), Rauf Islamov (kamancha), 

Zaki Valiyev (tar) and Javidan Nabiyev 
(naghara), then collaborated with some 
of the instrumentalists in the audience, 
performing on oud, Arabian flute and other 
instruments, where they extemporised to 
great effect. The evocative timbre of the 
flute led to an unforgettable performance 
of Sari Gelin that reduced some audience 
members to tears. Following a question-
and-answer session, the ensemble 
performed a rousing mugham that 
culminated in a standing ovation.

This memorable evening was followed 
two days later with a concert at one of the 
most famous London venues – Wigmore 
Hall – built in 1901 and acknowledged 
for its acoustics. Sharing a bill with the 
virtuoso Tajik dutar, tanbur and sato player 
Sirojiddin Juraev, Mr Qasimov performed 
his own version of Peyman etdik (We Have 
Made Our Vows) and Alibaba Mammadov’s 
Urek deyir yasha hele (My Heart Tells Me 
That I Keep Living) alongside Ferghana, 
before singing Fikret Amirov’s Meni seni 
araram (I Will Look For You) solo. Then 
Ferghana was able to demonstrate the full 
power of her coloratura voice on her solo 
piece Eshgin mehebbeti dushub janima (I 
am burned by love). 

The symbiotic relationship between 

the Tajik maqom genre and Azerbaijani 
mugham were also made apparent in 
two pieces – Mashqi Dutar, where Mr 
Juraev collaborated with the Azerbaijani 
mugham ensemble to exciting effect, and 
the concluding piece Bulbulem ozem (I 
am a Nightingale Myself), which marked 
an exciting and exhilarating collaboration 
between both singers, the ensemble and 
Mr Juraev.

The performance attracted a five-star 
review from Simon Broughton, Editor, 
Songlines magazine, writing in the London 
Evening Standard. He described their 
performance in detail, saying: “They both 
swayed with the music, gesturing upwards 
with one hand and beating a frame drum 
(daf) with the other. For their opening song, 
they sang together, voices overlapping 
and intertwining with a sinewy flow of 
melody which reached glorious heights of 
yearning.”

Throughout, they encapsulated the 
transcendental passion, power and 
excitement of mugham, and demonstrated 
their incredible vocal range and dexterity. 
The rapt audience was transported into 
another plane of consciousness as they 
hung on every nuance of this incredible 
performance.

Alim and Ferghana Qasimov raised their impassioned 
voices in unison, alongside some of the finest Azerbaijani 
mugham musicians, to a capacity audience at the Wigmore 
Hall (Copyright: Aga Khan Music Initiative/Sebastian 
Schutyser)

Alim Qasimov brings the passion of mugham to SOAS and Wigmore Hall

Celebration of Judaism screened amidst the Cévennes Mountains
Following screenings in Strasbourg and Paris, the outstanding French documentary Shalom, Bakou, directed and produced by Murielle Levy, 
has been screened at Le Palace Cinema in Le Vigan in the Cévennes Mountains of South-Central France. The film uses personal testimonies 
to chart the history and current status of Judaism in Azerbaijan – which dates back to the 7th century AD – and contains interviews with and 
footage of leaders from the three strands of Azerbaijani Judaism – the Ashkenazi, Mountain and Georgian Jews. It includes footage of the 
Krasnaya Sloboda (Red Town) in the Guba district, which is the only purely Jewish town outside of Israel. The screening was followed a 
question-and-answer session with Mrs Levy and historian Fabienne Regard. To order a copy visit http://bit.ly/shalombakou.
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In an interview with Caspian Energy 
magazine, Shahmar Movsumov, 
Executive Director, State Oil Fund of 
the Azerbaijani Republic (SOFAZ), 
commented: “According to preliminary 
calculations, Azerbaijan will receive – 
depending on the varying price of oil – 
$30–50bn (£22.8–37.9bn) from both the 
sale and transportation of hydrocarbons. 
This will give a push to the development 
of both the economy of the country and 
the entire region.” He commented that 
implementation of the project would serve 

to ensure the long-term development of 
the Azerbaijani economy.”

He continued: “The Southern Energy 
Corridor will give Azerbaijan additional 
economic and financial opportunities, 
and provide the country with economic 
profit.” Comprising three pipelines – the 
South Caucasus Pipeline (SCP), the 
Trans-Anatolian Pipeline (TANAP) and 
the Trans-Adriatic Pipeline (TAP) – the 
Corridor will initially deliver gas to Turkey 
from 2018 and to Europe from 2020.

08 Business News

Azerbaijan to derive $50bn from the Southern Energy Corridor

Shahmar Movsumov, Executive Director, State Oil Fund 
of the Azerbaijani Republic (SOFAZ) has given a positive 
forecast for the impact of the Southern Energy Corridor on 
the Azerbaijani economy

Speaking in Baku on 28 June during the 
Azerbaijani–Hungarian Intergovernmental 
Commission, Peter Szijjarto, Hungarian 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 
publicly recognised that Azerbaijan is the 
only alternative source of gas that will 
ensure the energy security of Europe. He 
stated that there is much talk about the 
need to diversify energy supplies, and 

that the only short-term solution destined 
to provide Europe with gas is the Shah 
Deniz field in Azerbaijan, which holds 
an estimated 1.2tn m3 of gas. A final 
investment decision was made regarding 
the Shah Deniz 2 field in Baku in 2013, 
whereby the country will produce an 
additional 16bn m3 (bcm) of gas per year. 
Of this, 6bcm will go to Turkey, with the 

remainder going on to Europe.

Mr Szijjarto added that Hungary supports 
the signing of an EU–Azerbaijani strategic 
partnership agreement as soon as 
possible. He also pledged that Azerbaijan 
could count on Hungarian support during 
negotiations regarding the liberalisation 
of the visa regime with the EU.

Hungary sees Azerbaijan as the only alternative gas supplier to Europe

In a press release dated 25 June, 
Akif Mustafayev, National Secretary, 
Transport Corridor Europe–Caucasus–
Asia (TRACECA) Azerbaijan announced 
that Iran is considering transporting up to 
3m tonnes of cargo per annum to Europe 
via Azerbaijan and Georgia, instead of 
following the Turkish route used hitherto.

Mr Mustafayev wrote: “Recent events in 
Turkey on the border with Iran, together 
with the frequent terrorist attacks in the 
region, threaten the transportation of 
goods. The latest agreements between 
the Azerbaijani and Iranian governments 
in the field of transport – such as the 
unification of the two countries’ railways, 

the construction of a railway bridge over 
the Astarachay river, the creation of cargo 
terminals on both sides of the border and 
the lifting of taxes on cargo-shippers – 
make transportation through Azerbaijan a 
viable alternative for Iranian carriers and 
producers wishing to transport goods to 
Europe... In addition, a gradual thaw in 
the historically tense relations between the 
two countries in recent years has provided 
a good foundation for future co-operation.”

He added: “One should also bear in mind 
that Iran is a part of the TRACECA transport 
corridor. Recently, representatives from the 
Iranian Ministry of Transport participated 
in a meeting of the same organisation in 

Odessa, which stresses the intent of Iran to 
create a base for shipping and transport in 
Azerbaijan as a connection to Europe. The 
intentions of Iran seem very real indeed. In 
today’s world, we are witnessing a growing 
trend in the diversification of transportation 
and shipping networks – no-one wants to 
be dependent upon one route alone.”

Should such a shipping route coalesce, 
Iran would be able to ship around 3m 
tonnes of goods per year into Europe. The 
route would pass through Georgia, and 
then via the Black Sea ports to Europe. 
The scheduled launch of the Baku–Tbilisi–
Kars (BTK) railway would also provide a 
viable route.

Iran to consider Azerbaijan as an alternative route to European markets

TransTech Capital has organised and 
hosted six meetings for Ramin Guluzade, 
Azerbaijani Minister for Communications 
and High Technologies, with several leading 
UK government and private investors in 
science and engineering technologies.

The meetings included one with Oxford 
Space Systems (OSS), which was crowned 
Start-up of the Year in the 2015 British 
Engineering Excellence Awards. The 
technology developed by OSS is shortly to 
be trialled in space, and this had particular 
resonance for Mr Guluzade, who wishes 
to see Azerbaijan retain its position as a 
leader in regional space technology.

TransTech also introduced the ministerial 
party to numerous investment funds that 

have received UK government support, 
specialising in investments in science and 
engineering technologies in the space, 
energy and medical fields. Meetings 
included those with Longwall Ventures 
(a significant OSS shareholder) and 
MTI Ventures, which manages the UMIP 
Premier Fund (organised in partnership 
with the University of Manchester) and is 
also a TransTech Capital partner.

TransTech also introduced the ministerial 
party to Professor Graham Richards CBE, 
who took the delegation on a tour of the 
Chemistry building at Oxford University 
that, during his tenure as Head of 
Chemistry, the Professor helped to design 
and fund. This remains the largest in the 
world.

Finally, TransTech introduced the Ministerial 
party to the British Business Bank plc 
(BBB), which was founded to make financial 
markets work more effectively across all 
sectors, including science and engineering 
businesses in the UK, at all stages of their 
development. BBB is totally government-
owned, but independently managed.

Simon Robeson, Founding Partner, 
TransTech Capital, commented: “We were 
honoured to have been asked by Mr Guluzade 
to assist in organising his fact-finding mission 
to the UK. As experts in creating businesses 
from science and engineering research, we 
have identified a significant opportunity for 
Azerbaijan to generate non-oil based GDP 
from its exceptional science and engineering 
research base.”

TransTech Capital hosts ICT Minister in London and Oxford
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Herman De Croo, Belgian Minister 
of State and the longest-serving 
Belgian MP, outlined the potential 
for Belgian involvement in the 
development of the Azerbaijani 
non-oil sector

Around 30 Belgian industrialists and 
representatives of EU and Benelux 
institutions flocked to the Press Club 
Brussels Europe – at the heart of the EU 
diplomatic community – on 22 June to meet 
H.E. Bert Schoofs, Belgian Ambassador–
Designate to Azerbaijan, Georgia and 
Turkmenistan, who takes up his position 
on 1 August. The event was organised by 
TEAS Benelux.

Delegates included Herman De Croo, 
Belgian Minister of State and the longest-
serving Belgian MP; Amanda Paul, Policy 
Analyst, European Policy Centre; and 
Peter Vanvelthoven, Mayor of the City 
of Lommel, alongside representatives of 
ArcelorMittal, which is currently supplying 
310,000 tonnes of X70 steel for the Trans-
Anatolian Pipeline (TAP), a major artery 
of the $45bn Southern Energy Corridor 
that will bring Azerbaijani Caspian Gas to 
Europe from 2020; the Port of Antwerp, 
which is providing expert guidance to 
the Baku International Sea Port Project, 
following the signing of a Memorandum of 
Understanding; and Wallonia Export and 
Investment (AWEX), which is collaborating 
with the Azerbaijan Export and Promotion 
Foundation (AZPROMO) to assist with 
developing the non-oil economy. There 
were also representatives of such diverse 
organisations as the Federation of Belgian 
Chambers, the German Marshall Fund of 
the US and Flanders Investment and Trade 
(FIT).

Marc Verwilghen, Director, TEAS Benelux, 
commented: “Today’s event is in honour 
of the designation of H.E. Bert Schoofs. 
One of the objectives of TEAS is to foster 
good relations between Azerbaijan and 
both European and Benelux institutions. 
One of our sectors is in economics, where 
we invite Azerbaijani companies to work 

together with their European and Benelux 
counterparts to make business. Azerbaijan 
is a country with a great deal of potential. 

“Azerbaijan is a pivotal nation in a prime 
geopolitical location that is an intersection 
of multiple crossroads between Europe 
and Asia; and Russia and the Middle-
East. It lies between Russia, Iran and 
Turkey, all of which are playing key roles 
in the contemporary political world. It 
also lies on the burgeoning East–West 
Corridor that connects Europe to Central 
Asia. Furthermore, it plays a crucial role 
in the western access to the heart of the 
Eurasian continent, whether in matters 
of energy, transport, trade, business or 
military purposes, the latter due to its 
participation in NATO campaigns.

“Azerbaijan has also proven that it is 
an excellent organiser of events on 
an international level, including the 
Eurovision Song Contest, the inaugural 
European Games and – most recently 
– the Formula 1 Grand Prix of Europe. 
Europe is discovering the new Silk Road, 
and Azerbaijan is at the epicentre of that.”

A career diplomat, Ambassador Schoofs 
joined the Belgian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs in 2001. He has since been posted in 
Vienna, Belgrade, New Delhi and Moscow, 
amongst other places. Looking forward 
to his new responsibilities, Ambassador 
Schoofs recalled: “I was fortunate to be in 
Azerbaijan in 2012, just before it hosted 
the Eurovision Song Contest. I discovered 
it to be a unique mix of cultures, and to 
be very proud of its own identity. It made 
a great impression on me and I am very 
pleased to go there. When people ask 
where I am being posted, I reply: ‘Take a 
map and place Azerbaijan in the middle. 
See which countries surround it.’ 

“Azerbaijan is similar to Belgium. It is in the 
centre of a crossroads, and its people and 
government have an open-minded vision. 
I go as a Belgian and I am pleased to see 
so many people here representing Belgian 
companies and Chambers of Commerce. 

“I will be your man in Baku. You can call, 
mail or visit me for the next four years. 
Anyone who has business, or wishes to 
have business, is welcome at my office in 
Baku.”

The event concluded with networking and 
a lively question-and-answer session. Mr 
de Croo asked about diversification of 
the Azerbaijani economy, and Mr Schoofs 
indicated some of the areas in which 
Belgian expertise is and could be applied. 

Mrs Paul posed a question about the 
Southern Energy Corridor, to which 
Ambassador Schoofs replied: “This 
Corridor is an extremely important element 
in the energy mix of Europe. Unlike many 
schemes, it is realistic; it is an excellent 
idea for maintaining European energy 
security, and will be an extremely important 
in the mid- to long-term. Azerbaijan is in 
the perfect location and this project has to 
be realised.”

H.E. Bert Schoofs firmly pledged to promote Belgian 
business in Baku, to the mutual benefit of both countries

Belgian industrial kingpins meet the new 
Belgian Ambassador to Azerbaijan

Herman De Croo meets Marc 
Verwilghen, Director, TEAS 
Benelux, formerly Belgian Minister 
for Justice and Economy

There were many opportunities to 
discuss the application of Belgian 
expertise to the Azerbaijani 
environment

The meeting 
attracted 
leading 
representatives 
from some 
of the largest 
Belgian 
enterprises

Peter Vanvelthoven, 
Mayor of the City of 
Lommel, spoke of his 
experience of leading 
trade missions 
to Azerbaijan, 
particularly focusing 
on the enthusiasm 
in the country for 
Belgian experience in 
the renewable energy 
sector
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10 Belgian Business in Baku

The meeting with H.E. Bert Schoofs, Belgian Ambassador–Designate to Azerbaijan, Georgia and Turkmenistan, provided an invaluable 
opportunity for representatives of those Belgian companies that are active in the country to network with their counterparts who are 
contemplating entering the burgeoning Azerbaijani marketplace. During the meeting, Neil Watson caught up with three Belgian business 
leaders who are already benefiting from the open and exciting Azerbaijani approach to European collaboration and expertise.

Belgian–Azerbaijani business relations on the ascendance

How has the Port of Antwerp been 
assisting with consultancy and training 
regarding the Baku International Sea 
Port project?
There has been excellent co-operation and 
collaboration between the Baku International 
Sea Port Project and the Port of Antwerp. This 
was initially due to the participation of H.E. 
Fuad Isgandarov, Azerbaijani Ambassador to 
Belgium, Luxembourg and the EU, who spoke 
to Taleh Ziyadov, CEO, Baku International 
Sea Port, and indicated that the Port of 
Antwerp could be a useful partner. 

Around a year ago, Taleh and other 
representatives from the Baku International 
Sea Port was invited to visit the Port of 
Antwerp. He had previously viewed the Port 
of Rotterdam, which is the biggest port in 
Europe, being followed by Antwerp. He then 
discovered that, in terms of co-operation 
potential and a complementary approach, 
the Port of Antwerp could be an excellent 
partner for the new Baku International 
Sea Port. The Port of Antwerp impressed 
Taleh and we, in turn, were stunned by 
the ambitions and scope of the Baku 
International Sea Port.

This led the port to sign a Memorandum of 
Understanding with two subsidiaries of the 
Port of Antwerp  – namely Port of Antwerp 
International (PAI) and the Antwerp Port 
Training Centre (APEC). The former 
undertakes consultancy and management 
assistance, and the latter is our training 
centre. The co-signatories on the Antwerp 
side were Jan Blomme and Paul Verkoyen, 
the respective CEOs of PAI and APEC.

Mutual respect rapidly developed between 
the ports, and we sent some of our people to 

Baku. The Memorandum of Understanding 
has formed a kind of framework. We 
then undertook some consultancy for the 
new port development and now have a 
framework for more, but that needs to be 
finalised. We have developed a great deal 
of mutual respect and admiration for Taleh, 
the CEO. In my view, personal connections 
are extremely important. I was also the 
first Belgian Ambassador to Azerbaijan, 
so I have a longstanding relationship with 
the country. There is now an institutional 
connection between the ports.

How has the Port of Antwerp assisted 
with the creation of a logistics centre at 
the Baku International Sea Port?
We are participating in a long-term 
consultancy mission, and there is potential 
for expansion of this. The Port of Antwerp is 
also involved indirectly with the European 

Commission Technical Assistance 
Programme. We have undertaken some 
missions to Baku as part of that, and saw 
where the opportunities lie. The project 
complements the role of Baku as a focal 
point on the new Silk Road, strategically 
positioned on the Transport Corridor 
Europe–Caucasus–Asia (TRACECA), 
which is currently nearing completion, and 
other rail links and maritime–rail links. The 
Port of Antwerp has put together a task 
force, as it recognises that it will constitute 
a central hub between Europe and China. 
The Port of Antwerp is the first in Europe 
in handling maritime traffic for the logistics 
and petrochemicals industries, and this 
relationship is mutually beneficial for the 
future of both the Port of Antwerp and the 
Baku International Sea Port.

Port of Antwerp: www.portofantwerp.com

Frank Geerkens, Port Ambassador, Port of Antwerp

Frank Geerkens, Port Ambassador, Port of Antwerp and former Belgian Ambassador to Azerbaijan spoke to Neil Watson 
about the implications of the Memorandum of Understanding between the Belgian port and the Baku International Sea Port

The Baku International Sea Port is destined to play an integral role on the new Silk Road
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ArcelorMittal is currently providing 310,000 tonnes of hot 
rolled coils for the Trans-Anatolian Pipeline (TANAP) project – 
a main artery in the Southern Energy Corridor of gas pipelines 
– from its Bremen plant. How was the deal struck?
This steel type is one of our core businesses, and we supply the 
material throughout the world, including to the Baku–Tbilisi–Ceyhan 
(BTC) pipeline, completed in 2006. We already had an excellent pre-
existing relationship with Tosçelik, the Turkish pipe manufacturer, 
with whom we worked on the CAMEG project in Algeria. They are 
supplying pipes for approximately a quarter of the TANAP project. 
We recently entered into a new partnership whereby we will support 
them with our knowledge of making thicker pipes that can withstand 
extra pressure. The specification for the pipes used on TANAP is 
very stringent. This pipeline is being built to carry 31bn m3 (bcm) 
per year, but will initially only carry 16bcm, of which 6bcm will go to 
Turkey, with the remainder being channelled to the EU. 

There are also some new developments. In November, TOTAL will 
decide whether to exploit the Absheron field, and those resources 
may be transported through TANAP. It is also possible that Iranian 
resources will flow through the pipeline, but that has not yet been 
negotiated, to date. There is also the capacity for many ancillary 
projects to be channelled to fill the pipeline. The Trans-Caspian 
Pipeline (TCP) between Turkmenistan and Shah Deniz 2 is also 
under consideration, and this may add further gas to the pipeline. 
There is a myriad of future opportunities. 

What is special about the X70 grade steel that is being used?
In fact, we already supply this steel type to many pipe manufacturing 

partners. However, each pipe is different, being largely attributable 
to the pipemaker, all of which use different tooling. The finished 
pipes must meet the criteria determined by the application. The 
geotechnical conditions may result in very stringent criteria. This 
isn’t a completely new grade of steel, but we improved our steel to 
enhance its technical and efficiency characteristics, adapted to the 
tooling of Tosçelik and the end-user’s stringent requirements.

The steel is formulated to withstand both high pressures and low 
temperatures, and has to undergo a drop weight test at very low 
temperatures to guarantee its mechanical properties in a very harsh 
environment. It is not easy to achieve these properties in pipes with 
a thickness of over 18mm. Tosçelik fabricates all the pipes, and 
they supply according to the concept of just-in-time delivery. The 
X70 steel is delivered to Iskenderun in Turkey in large coils of 40 
tonnes. Large coils are most efficient, as they enable production to 
be optimised, minimise scrap, and therefore reduce the unit cost 
per pipe. Our collaboration is excellent, and should serve to benefit 
Azerbaijan, Turkey and the wider region.

ArcelorMittal Oil and Gas:
http://europe.arcelormittal.com/marketsegmentseurope/

europeoilandgasDominique Tourneur, Director, Central and Eastern Europe – CIS Countries, AWEX 
commented on two successful multisectoral trade missions to Baku

How is AWEX working to develop 
the Azerbaijani–Belgian economic 
relationship? 
To date, AWEX has organised two trade 
missions to Azerbaijan, which took 
place in 2014–15. Its objective is to 
develop matchmaking between Belgian 
and Azerbaijani enterprises. They 
were excellent trade missions, and our 
companies were very satisfied with the 
contacts that were made. Our mission is 
to bring companies together on a personal 
level, and to create understanding. It is 
then for them to decide about their future 
business relationship. During the 2014 
trade mission, we had the opportunity 
to sign a co-operation agreement with 
the Azerbaijan Export and Promotion 
Foundation (AZPROMO). Our trade 

missions are multisectoral – they are open 
to companies from any sector – but AWEX 
initially focused on companies active in the 
oil and gas sector. 

Next year we will invite decision-makers 
from various economic spheres, including 
Azerbaijan, to come to Belgium to meet 
their counterparts from Belgian companies. 
For example, we will bring together Belgian 
equipment and fertiliser suppliers with 
Azerbaijani agricultural companies. We 
are also trying to develop a project with 
Azerbaijan within the ‘East Invest’ European 
programme, which focuses on Eastern 
Europe. The idea is to introduce small- and 
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) from 
Azerbaijan to Belgian companies that are 
active in the information and communications 

technologies (ICT) sector. At this stage, we 
are searching for an Azerbaijani partner in 
this sector that is a member of the East Invest 
programme and can identify 10 Azerbaijani 
SMEs willing participate in this initiative. 

The project is ongoing, and I hope we will 
be successful in setting up this programme. 
The main determining factor at the present 
time is the diminished oil price and its 
cumulative impact on all aspects of the 
Azerbaijani economy. However, the need 
for diversification of the economy has been 
recognised, and investments are being 
channelled accordingly. Our collaboration 
firmly fits within the government strategy for 
economic diversification.

AWEX: www.awex.be

Dominique Tourneur, Director, Central and Eastern Europe – CIS Countries, Wallonia Export and Investment (AWEX)

Denis Parein, Head of Business Development and Marketing, Flat Products, Energy, 
ArcelorMittal Europe discussed the massive project to supply hot rolled coil steel to the 
TANAP project

Denis Parein, Head of Business Development and Marketing, Flat Products, Energy, ArcelorMittal Europe
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On 9 July, Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev met Frank-
Walter Steinmeier, German Foreign Minister and current OSCE 
Chairperson-in-Office in Warsaw, alongside the NATO Summit. 
During the meeting they discussed the resolution of the Armenian–
Azerbaijani conflict over Nagorno-Karabakh.
 
The meeting came in the wake of the visit by Mr Steinmeier to the 
South Caucasus. On 30 June, he met Azerbaijani Foreign Minister 
Elmar Mammadyarov in Baku and had a phone conversation with 
President Ilham Aliyev. During the talks, Mr Steinmeier underlined 
the resolve of the German OSCE Chairmanship to contribute 
towards moving the settlement process forward.

He commented: “Germany and Azerbaijan share the view that 
the current status quo is unsustainable. It must be clear that 
only negotiations will lead to a lasting and mutually acceptable 
solution. Therefore, we need a clear commitment by the sides 
to resolve the conflict by peaceful means. In order to facilitate 
progress in the peace process, we need concrete measures to 
stabilise the ceasefire and foster mutual trust.”

Acknowledging the positive momentum that emerged following the 
tripartite summit between the Armenian, Azerbaijani and Russian 
Presidents in St Petersburg on 20 June, he said: “Direct talks are 
the order of the day.” Mr Steinmeier reconfirmed his full support 
for the mediation efforts of the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs 
from France, the US and Russia, and for Ambassador Andrzej 
Kasprzyk, his Personal Representative. He also met civil society 
representatives during his visit in Baku, in addition to members of 
the Azerbaijani community of Nagorno-Karabakh.

Mr Steinmeier went further during his visit to Yerevan the previous 
day. Speaking alongside Armenian Foreign Minister Edward 
Nalbandian, he initially made reference to the resumption of 
hostilities in April, where people were killed on both sides. He 
commented: “For all the parties – not only the direct participants, 
but also the OSCE – it is obvious that continuation of the status 
quo is impossible. OSCE is searching to achieve lasting peace, 
and I share this endeavour as Chairperson-in-Office. 

“It is a positive development that the situation in the conflict zone 
has become calmer. Nonetheless, renewed escalation remains 
a real threat, so long as negotiation efforts stagnate. In order 
to facilitate progress in the peace process, we need concrete 
measures to stabilise the ceasefire and foster mutual trust.”

According to him, the summits in Vienna and St Petersburg served 
to reduce tension. Mr Steinmeier commented: “We are on the right 
track, but we need the efforts of the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs 
and the parties’ willingness to compromise.”

Steinmeier  – direct talks are necessary

During the meeting on the sidelines of the NATO Summit, Frank-Walter Steinmeier, 
German Foreign Minister and current OSCE Chairperson-in-Office, discussed the findings 
of his recent visit to the South Caucasus with Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev

12 Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict

Speaking on 12 July, following a meeting in 
Baku with Elmar Mammadyarov, Azerbaijani 
Foreign Minister, Sergey Lavrov, his 
Russian counterpart, commented: “We 
have grounds to think that we are now 
moving much closer to success than ever 
before.” However, he was loath to disclose 
the details of agreements reached between 
the Russian, Azerbaijani and Armenian 
Presidents during their St Petersburg 
meeting. Mr Lavrov continued: “For obvious 
reasons, we are not publicly disclosing 
details of those ideas that were discussed 
at the meeting. The leaders of the three 
countries agreed, after the meeting on 20 
June, that they treat those sprouts of hope 

that are appearing with great care. It’s not 
because we are hiding something – it is just 
an ethical norm at negotiations.”

Mr Lavrov particularly noted his meeting 
with Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev that 
took place the previous day. He analysed 
this, saying: “The conversation was rather 
useful, and this will help us move forward 
towards realisation of the understanding 
reached by the presidents of Russia, 
Azerbaijan and Armenia at the meeting in 
St Petersburg.”

The meeting came in the wake of the 
reignition of the conflict from 2–5 April. 

Following this, on 16 May, an important 
Summit 3+2 was held in Vienna, involving 
Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev and his 
Armenian counterpart Serzh Sargsyan. 
During the meeting they agreed to “make 
steps to monitor the observance of 
agreements on the ceasefire and introduce 
a mechanism on investigating incidents.” 
They also agreed to “possible resumption 
of the negotiations process towards settling 
the conflict.” In the trilateral declaration 
adopted on 21 June between the Russian, 
Armenian and Azerbaijani Presidents in St. 
Petersburg, the sides confirmed adherence 
towards normalising the situation on the 
‘contact line’.

Lavrov expresses hope

The Board of Executive Directors at the World Bank has approved 
$66.7m (£50.6m) in additional financing for the Internally 
Displaced Persons (IDPs) Living Standards and Livelihood 
Project in Azerbaijan. Its objective is to improve living conditions 
and increase economic self-reliance of IDPs.

Approximately 875,000 Azerbaijanis are refugees and IDPs – 
the ongoing casualties of the Armenian–Azerbaijani conflict 
over Nagorno-Karabakh – and they constitute one of the most 
vulnerable segments of society, with many IDPs still lacking 
access to quality infrastructure, social services and jobs.

Larisa Leshchenko, Manager for Azerbaijan, World Bank, 
commented: “Meeting the needs of IDPs is a key priority for 
Azerbaijan to achieve shared prosperity for all of its citizens, and 
we commend the efforts of the Azerbaijani government in creating 

decent living conditions for them. This project will complement 
existing efforts by providing better public services and income- 
generation opportunities, particularly for young people.”

The project will support the rehabilitation of community 
infrastructure, such as water and power supplies, roads, drainage 
systems, schools and health centres. It will also provide training 
and business development opportunities for young IDPs, together 
with facilitating income-generation and micro-credit activities.

Michelle Rebosio, Social Development Specialist: Europe and 
Central Asia, World Bank, commented: “While this project builds 
on our successful experience in the sector, it also contains new 
features, such as supporting IDPs to diversify their sources of 
livelihoods and income, thus contributing to the overall economic 
growth of Azerbaijan.”

World Bank supports IDPs’ livelihoods
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The estimated 875,000 Azerbaijani internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) and refugees – the ongoing victims of the Armenian–
Azerbaijani conflict over Nagorno-Karabakh – were remembered 
on UN World Refugee Day, which is commemorated each year 
on 20 June. The event took place at the Press Club Brussels 
Europe – at the heart of the EU diplomatic community – and 
saw the Brussels launch of Khojaly Witness of a War Crime – 
Armenia in the Dock, a landmark TEAS publication. The event 
was organised by TEAS Benelux and attended by Ambassador 
Khazar Ibrahim, Head of the Mission of Azerbaijan to NATO; EU 
and Belgian diplomats; press and NGO representatives; members 
of the Azerbaijani diaspora; and supporters of international law.

Marc Verwilghen, Director, TEAS Benelux, began his speech by 
quoting from Ban Ki-Moon, UN Secretary-General, who previously 
acknowledged: “Refugees are people like anyone else; like you 
and me. They led ordinary lives before becoming displaced, and 
their biggest dream is to be able to live normally again in their 
homes and country.”

He continued: “Today, TEAS Benelux is bringing to your attention 
the fate of around 875,000 Azerbaijanis who fled their homes and 
lands due to the Armenian–Azerbaijani conflict over Nagorno-
Karabakh. This is the largest IDP population in Europe, and one 
of the largest IDP populations per capita in the world.

“Despite the passing of four UN Security Council resolutions, one 
UN General Assembly resolution and rulings by the European 
Court of Human Rights (ECHR) and the Parliamentary Assembly 
of the Council of Europe (PACE) condemning Armenia, nothing 
has changed for over 20 years.”

He then explained the background to the book Khojaly Witness 
of a War Crime – Armenia in the Dock. Mr Verwilghen continued: 
“Armenia continues to resist accepting responsibility for its actions 
over Nagorno-Karabakh and on the night of 25–26 February 1992 
with the Khojaly Massacre, which was masterminded by Serzh 
Sargsyan, the current Armenian President, who was a military 
commander at the time.”

H.E. Fuad Isgandarov, Azerbaijani Ambassador to Belgium and 
Luxembourg and Head of the Azerbaijani delegation to the EU, 
said: “I am a witness to and victim of this war. It is for me to 
make the link between UN World Refugee Day and the Khojaly 
Massacre. Due to the policies of the former Soviet Union, there 
was a war between two neighbouring countries – Azerbaijan and 
Armenia. This led to the occupation of approximately 20 per cent 
of Azerbaijani territory, leading around approximately 875,000 
Azerbaijanis to become refugees on their own land.

“The conflict and the Khojaly Massacre had an indescribable 
impact on the civilian population. Altogether 613 civilians were 
killed – the death toll included women and children – and there 
were also hundreds of people left unaccounted for. Our war and 
the massacre concerned civilians, and the concept of the refugee 
problem primarily relates to civilians. The Armenians fired on 
peaceful civilian people who were forced to leave their houses, 
losing members of their families.

“This tragedy happened just 24 years ago, and knowing about this 
will enable us to avoid the future recurrence of such scenarios. All 
organisations acknowledge that the status quo is unsustainable.

“Today, in St Petersburg, there is a summit between the Azerbaijani, 
Armenian and Russian Presidents. I hope these negotiations will 

later include the Co-Chairs of the OSCE Minsk Group, and a 
solution will be found. We are neighbours of Armenia and should 
live with each other in peace. Soldiers should be in barracks; 
refugees and IDPs should be in their homes; territories should be 
returned. I am certain there will be a resolution of the problem, 
based on the sovereignty and independence of Azerbaijan, and 
that a solution to the issue of how to live together will be found. We 
manage to live harmoniously with Georgia – why not Armenia?”

Ian Peart, who co-edited the book in collaboration with the late 
Scottish writer Fiona Maclachlan recalled: “Primarily, we wanted 
to establish the truth, so we went to external eyewitnesses of what 
happened. There were many foreign journalists and witnesses to 
the immediate aftermath during the days following the massacre. 
Those who survived that horrendous night made their way to 
Aghdam and that is where they met foreign journalists. We also 
looked at those who made subsequent assessments – the experts 
– so we have accounts from the human rights organisations, 
and also from academics. These are all foreign eyewitnesses 
and commentaries and this is not propaganda. All material from 
objective external sources, other than the first section of personal 
testimonies.

“We interviewed the lucky ones who escaped the hail of bullets. 
This was incredibly difficult, as the testimonies were too painful 
for the interviewees and interpreter. Let’s talk about people – not 
numbers – like Yasemen Hasanova, who was 12 years old at the 
time and escaped with a relative. Her father was in the defence 
force and her mother went missing. Her father was killed, and 
it was only some years later that she saw her mother’s body 
on some archive television footage. She had been shot whilst 
collecting water from a well. Yasemen told us that she could never 
have imagined anyone being glad that their mother was dead... 
but now she knew that her mother had not been taken hostage.

“Yasemen is now a teacher. When her pupils ask her about Khojaly, 
she told us: ‘I tell them how beautiful Khojaly was.’ Please do all 
you can to help these people, who long to return to their land.” 

Subsequent questions included comments from a diplomat of 
the Armenian Embassy to Belgium, to which Ian Peart replied: 
“In Black Garden by British journalist Thomas de Waal, Armenian 
President Serzh Sargsyan is quoted. When quizzed about the 
Khojaly Massacre, he commented on his strategy: “Before 
Khojaly, the Azerbaijanis thought that the Armenians were people 
who could not raise their hands against the civilian population. We 
were able to break that [stereotype].”
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Khojaly victims and Azerbaijani IDPs remembered

This emotionally-charged launch on UN World Refugee Day featured (from left) Marc 
Verwilghen, Director, TEAS Benelux; H.E. Fuad Isgandarov, Azerbaijani Ambassador to 
Belgium and Luxembourg and the EU, and Ian Peart, Co-Editor of the landmark publication 
Khojaly Witness of a War Crime – Armenia in the Dock



07 / 2016 www.teas.eu

14 Personalities – Javid Shahmaliyev14 Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict

On 5 July, according to the Azerbaijani Defence 
Ministry, an Armenian sniper killed Azerbaijani 
soldier Vusal Amir Aliyev. Furthermore, Azerbaijani 
settlements near the ‘contact line’, densely populated 
by civilians, were shelled.

Azerbaijani soldier killed by
sniper in Nagorno-Karabakh

Following his tripartite meeting with 
Armenian President Serzh Sargsyan 
and Russian President Vladmir Putin in 
St Petersburg on 20 June, Azerbaijani 
President Ilham Aliyev delivered his 
perspective at a press conference following 
a ceremony to open the new administrative 
building of the Azerbaijani Armed Forces 
General Staff.
 
President Aliyev reflected: “Hopefully, the 
process will continue at an accelerated 
pace. Once again, we went to these 
talks without accepting any conditions. 
Negotiations should be substantive, 
meaningful and should not be carried out 
for the sake of imitation. Following the 
meeting, we adopted a joint statement, 
which was presented to the public. This 
declaration set out everything, including 
ways to resolve the issue. At the same time, 
we discussed the issue of enlargement of 
the Office of the Personal Representative 
of the OSCE Chairperson-in-Office…as for 
the Armenian suggestion of initiating an 
incident investigation mechanism, I believe 
that there is no need at this stage. Firstly, 
these arrangements do not currently exist. 
No-one has specifically said what these 
would comprise. Secondly, what is its 
meaning? If it means ‘freezing’ the conflict 
and the adoption of additional measures on 

the ‘contact line’, this is unacceptable to 
Azerbaijan.

“We need to see the continuation of positive 
dynamics in the negotiation process, so 
we witness concrete results and see the 
liberation of our territories. Only then can 
there be the development of mechanisms, 
and this issue be considered. It was noted 
that, in recent times, the situation on the 
‘contact line’ has stabilised, and the ceasefire 
has been restored, which is regarded as a 
positive phenomenon. There is no need to 
apply a mechanism to investigate incidents, 
and this condition was not accepted.

“The aggressive policy of Armenia should 
be brought to an end. We need to know 
when the liberation of our territories will 
begin, as this will certainly happen. The 

Azerbaijani side, and I, in particular, have 
repeatedly pointed out that we can only 
resolve the conflict step-by-step. Armenia is 
constantly trying to complicate the situation, 
to break the negotiation process and 
negate the option of a phased settlement. 
The principled position of the Azerbaijani 
government is known. This position has 
never changed and will not change. 
The issue should be resolved within the 
territorial integrity of Azerbaijan…the status 
of Nagorno-Karabakh is a matter for the 
future. Of course, a certain status can be 
granted. For example, as part of Azerbaijan, 
we have the Nakhchivan Autonomous 
Republic. Europe and other countries have 
progressive experiences and different 
statuses. However, the eventual status 
should not violate the territorial integrity of 
our state.”

President Aliyev notes positive momentum during St Petersburg summit

The outcome of the St Petersburg summit between Presidents Aliyev, Putin and Sargsyan was generally regarded as 
positive

The Azerbaijani National Agency for Mine Action (ANAMA) has discovered 
seven Armenian antitank mines and three UXOs in the Garadaghli village of 
the Aghdam district. A further UXO (grade engine part of a 9M22U missile) 
was discovered at the Chayli village in the Terter region. In addition, a 
PQ-7 missile, 100mm artillery shell and seven TM-62 anti-tank mines were 
found in the Fuzuli, Aghstafa and Ganja districts, respectively.

Seven anti-tank mines and three UXOs 
discovered in Azerbaijan

Discussions with President Hollande
Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev met 
French President François Hollande 
in Warsaw on the sidelines of the 
NATO Summit. During the meeting, 
the Presidents had a broad exchange 

of views regarding the settlement of 
the Armenian–Azerbaijani conflict over 
Nagorno-Karabakh and expressed the 
wish to achieve a negotiated peace. 
President Hollande reiterated that he 

would actively support the settlement of 
this issue. They discussed the current 
state and prospects for the further 
development of bilateral co-operation 
between the two countries.

President Hollande reiterated his call for a swift and peaceful resolution to the conflict

Kerry calls for continued negotiations
John Kerry, US Secretary of State, has urged the 
Armenian and Azerbaijani Presidents to continue 
negotiations, aimed at achieving peaceful resolution 
of the Armenian–Azerbaijani conflict over Nagorno-
Karabakh, during separate meetings on the sidelines 
of the NATO Summit in Warsaw.

Throughout, Mr Kerry emphasised the need for the 
parties to enforce the commitments reached at the 
meetings in Vienna and St Petersburg. Following the 
talks, he issued a statement reconfirming that: “The 
US supports meaningful negotiations leading to a 
comprehensive settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh 
conflict.”
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A quadripartite meeting between 
Azerbaijani, Armenian, Georgian and Swiss 
parliamentarians took place in Tbilisi on 
3 July on the sidelines of the 25th annual 
session of the OSCE Parliamentary 
Assembly (PA), organised at the initiative 
of Filippo Lombardi, Head of the Swiss 
Delegation to the OSCE PA.

The meeting was attended by Bahar 
Muradova, Head of the Azerbaijani 
delegation to the OSCE PA and Vice-
speaker, Milli Majlis (Azerbaijani 
Parliament); Azay Guliyev, Vice-Chairman, 

OSCE PA General Committee on Political 
Affairs and Security; Artashes Geghamyan, 
Head, Armenian Delegation to the OSCE; 
Gia Volski, Chairman, Georgian Dream 
Party; and Tedo Japaridze, Georgian 
MP, together with numerous Azerbaijani, 
Armenian, Georgian and Swiss MPs.

Mr Lombardi acknowledged the need to 
intensify negotiations between Azerbaijan 
and Armenia, offering an opportunity to 
change the format. Mrs Muradova stressed 
that Nagorno-Karabakh is part of Azerbaijan 
and continued: “No country recognises the 

separatist regime in Nagorno-Karabakh, 
and its participation in the negotiations as a 
party is impossible.”
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Azay Guliyev, Vice-Chairman, OSCE PA General 
Committee on Political Affairs and Security propounded the 
Azerbaijani stance during the quadripartite meeting (Photo: 
OSCE PA)

Azerbaijani, Armenian, Georgian and Swiss MPs meet in Tbilisi

The Azerbaijani State Committee for Work 
with Religious Organisations has released a 
list of the historical and religious monuments 
destroyed during the Armenian armed 
provocation on the ‘contact line’ in early April 
this year.

According to a press release, six graves 
were completely destroyed and seven 
gravestones were damaged after artillery 
shells fired by Armenian armed forces landed 
in a cemetery in the Mahrizli village of the 
Aghdam district. Furthermore, historical 

and religious monuments dating back to the 
19th century were destroyed, and several 
mosques were irreparable damaged.
 
The release continued: “The Armenian 
shelling also caused cracks in the walls of the 
mosques in the Khindiristan, Ahmadaghali 
and Zangishali villages of Agdam, and those 
of the Juma mosque in Terter.”
 
According to the Committee, the 
deliberate destruction by Armenian troops 
of Azerbaijani historical and cultural 

monuments contravenes the 1954 Hague 
Convention on the Protection of Cultural 
Property in the Event of Armed Conflict; the 
1992 European Convention on Protection 
of Archaeological Heritage; and the 1972 
Convention Concerning the Protection of the 
World Cultural and Natural Heritage.
 
According to the State Committee, there are 
up to 403 historical and religious monuments 
(67 mosques, 144 sanctuaries, 192 places 
of worship) in the Armenian-occupied 
Azerbaijani territories.

Azerbaijan releases list of monuments destroyed by Armenians
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Speaking in the French capital alongside Sergei Lavrov, his 
Russian counterpart, Jean-Marc Ayrault, French Foreign Minister, 
has stressed that Paris is ready to provide a platform for new 
negotiations on the Armenian–Azerbaijani conflict over Nagorno-
Karabakh.
 
He commented: “We have discussed the situation in Nagorno-
Karabakh. Mr Lavrov informed me about the outcome of negotiations 
held by Russian President Vladimir Putin with his Azerbaijani and 

Armenian counterparts in St Petersburg on 20 June. I reiterate that 
we are ready to provide a platform for new negotiations.”

Mr Lavrov stated that he had informed his French counterpart 
about the outcome of the tripartite St Petersburg meeting of the 
Russian, Azerbaijani and Armenian Presidents. He explained: 
“The meeting culminated with the Presidents discussing issues 
of regional security, together with possible methods of finding a 
political solution to the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.”

Paris ready to provide a platform for new Karabakh negotiations

Lamberto Zannier, OSCE Secretary-General, has stressed 
the need to make full use of the existing negotiations format 
to resolve the Armenian–Azerbaijani conflict over Nagorno-
Karabakh. 

Addressing the Annual OSCE Security Review Conference in 
Vienna on 28 June, he further noted the necessity to recommit 
towards a peaceful settlement and resolution of the conflict. Mr 
Zannier stated that the upsurge in violence in April around the 

‘contact line’ remains of great concern, and went on to voice the 
opinion that: “Stronger OSCE presence on the ground could play 
a stabilising role.” 

Speaking to TASS, Alexander Lukashevich, Russian Permanent 
Representative to the OSCE, remained optimistic, saying: 
“The OSCE sees a positive trend emerging after the recent 
consultation of the Azerbaijani and Armenian Presidents in 
Vienna and St Petersburg.”

Zannier – stronger OSCE presence needed

A first batch of Russian weapons, bought on credit for $200m 
(£151.7m), have been delivered to Armenia. The consignment 
includes Tornado multiple launch rocket systems, Igla-S anti-
aircraft missile systems, electronic signal monitoring equipment, 

flamethrower systems and Tiger armoured cars. Moscow gave 
Yerevan preferential credit terms, paying interest-only for the 
first three years, with the purchase price being repaid over a 
decade.

Armenia receives $200m batch of credit weapons

On 8 July, a final communiqué was adopted at the NATO 
Summit in Warsaw, paragraph 24 of which states the express 
commitment by NATO in support of Azerbaijani territorial integrity, 
independence and sovereignty. It also expresses backing for 
efforts aimed at achieving peaceful settlement of the conflicts in 
the South Caucasus, based upon these principles and the norms 
of international law, the UN Charter, and the Helsinki Final Act.  

The communiqué comes in the wake of previous NATO summits, 
including that held in Wales in 2014, which were similarly 
supportive of Azerbaijan. They had held that the use of force 
against the territorial integrity or political independence of 
states, together with the threat or use of force is inadmissible, 
and that the internationally recognised borders of states must be 
respected.

NATO Communiqué supports Azerbaijani territorial integrity




