
By Matthew McCully

I
n September of 2014, The Record
caught up with Montrealer Jean
Lemieux who, with the help of a fi-

nancial backer, had purchased four
buildings in Stanstead, promising to
change the face of the town.

Almost two years later, countless
hours of sanding, painting, repairing
and renovating are nearing an end as
two of his projects, the Snag Proof fac-
tory, and the former Catholic Church in
Beebe, are indeed a significant addition
to Stanstead.

“There’s not much left of the church,”
Lemieux said, standing in what is now a
venue available for rent for weddings,
dances, concerts, or even film screen-
ings.

Lemieux has a lot of friends in the
construction industry, which helped
him acquire a lot of the building mate-
rials and tools required for the mega ren-
ovation projects he has undertaken. He
also has a keen eye for recognizing the
potential in what others might consider
junk.

Lemieux showed off a set of 100-year-
old flip down chairs that he recently
bought, which he uses to set up the for-
mer church as a screening room.

“It was $700 for the seats and $300 for
the projector, that’s $1,000 to make a pri-
vate cinema,” he said.

Lemieux originally bought the Beebe
church for $25,000 and at the time, he
was astounded by the low price, consid-
ering the condition of the building. The
walls were straight, the floors were level,
and the building was surprisingly clean,
he said. 

All that was required to breathe new
life into the building was a little luck
and a lot of elbow grease.

Lemieux said that sanding the floors
did such a job on his knees that he
needed a two-week break before contin-
uing his work.

Further on in the renovations,
Lemieux found himself in the right
place at the right time, with a friend
who had about 100 ash logs that could-
n’t fit on a transport truck. He happily
took them, had them milled the follow-
ing week, then had the 400 boards
tongue and groove planed to cover the
walls of the former church.

Missing just a few finishing touches,
some baseboards and window frames
and other odds and ends, the 2,800
square foot space is on the market for
anyone in need of a venue for an event.

Lemieux said he has tables and chairs
available for bistro style seating, or his
antique chairs can be set up for a film
screening or a concert.

“I ring the bell once in a while when
I feel like it,” Lemieux said, pointing to
one of the few relics remaining in the
building that indicate the building used
to be a church. 

“When I ring it, people come,” he
laughed. On one occasion, he gave it a
ring for kicks, and two people showed up
at the front door. “Hi, we heard the bell,”
they said. Lemieux happily allowed them
to come in and have a look around.

As for the Snag Proof factory, which
he bought in 2010 for $40,000, the reno-
vation process has been much more ex-
tensive. The finished product, though, is
something that is one-of-a-kind.

It’s not quite a hotel, and not quite a
hostel, and not quite a house. 

“There’s nothing to compare it to,”
Lemieux said.

The defunct factory, built in 1911, had
no electricity when Lemieux took pos-
session, and many broken windows.
There was also a rodent population that
had taken up residence in the building.

Over the past six years, Lemieux pa-
tiently collected materials and items
that could be of use as he slowly started
repairing the factory. He ended up with
12 toilets, several tubs and sinks, a sub-
zero fridge, and a twin oven.  He bought
beds from a hotel that was closing, floor-
ing from a store that was upgrading, and
even the tools he uses were passed on to
him by a friend who closed a woodwork-
ing shop. 

The end result is a 13,000 square foot,
nine bedroom ‘house’, available for
short-term rental.

“The luxury is in the size of the
space,” Lemieux said, explaining that
most of the fixtures were hand-me-
downs or things he got at a discount. 

Each of the bedrooms has its own
bathroom, and there are massive com-
munal spaces, and a large kitchen, per-
fect for cooking for a crowd.

The decorating in the building in-
cludes artwork Lemieux either made
himself or found, as well as pieces on
loan from local artists and friends of his.

Lemieux said the property, advertised
as l’Usine Stanstead, sleeps 32 comfort-
ably, with space for more.

Most recently, he rented out the fac-
tory to a group of 40 people celebrating
a family reunion.

Lemieux said part of the draw is that
it is in a quiet area in town, backing onto
the bike trail. 

There are no numbers on the doors of
the bedrooms, and he has yet to be asked
for a key to lock any of the rooms. 

He also said that there are no televi-
sions in the factory, but so far, no one
has complained. Wi-Fi is available, he
added.

The idea for the large rental property
is to host groups like wedding parties or
family reunions, or groups and compa-
nies that want to hold retreats, training
weekends or seminars in a quiet space.

Paired with the old church, Lemieux
said groups could have a space to have a
ceremony or a concert or event, and
then head back to the factory to sleep.

As for the other buildings that
Lemieux bought with financial backer
Jean-Francois Cossette, Lemieux ex-
plained he is in the process of settling
his debts for the two buildings he has
worked on, but that the other proper-
ties, the presbytery in Beebe, as well as
the church on Notre Dame Street in
Rock Island, are the responsibility of Cos-
sette.

In the time that Lemieux acquired
and began work on his projects in
Stanstead, the town has blossomed on its

own becoming a Village Relais, new
restaurants opening, the Del Monty back
on the map, and even a Tim Horton’s
putting down roots in town.

With Lemieux’s projects, along with

the recently re-opened dance hall a few
doors down and other local endeavours,
the face of Stanstead is certainly chang-
ing, and at quite a pace.  
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The end result is a 13,000 square foot, nine bedroom
‘house’, available for short-term rental.The Border Report

L
enny is a fabulous dog! He is very
friendly and well behaved and has
a wonderfully outgoing personal-

ity. He pretty much loves everyone he
meets.

While he is a fairly new arrival at the
shelter, we had an opportunity to take
him to a fundraising event this past Sat-
urday where he charmed his way into
the hearts of everyone he met. Despite
all the activity, he was exceptionally
well behaved.  It was nice to see how
gentle and patient he was while inter-
acting with two little girls who decided
Lenny was their new best friend. They
spent most of the afternoon hanging
out with him and he was absolutely
great with them.  

Lenny is between 2 and 3 years of age
and we believe him to be a Golden Re-
triever/Husky mix. This incredibly
sweet natured dog was rescued from a
remote community in northern Que-
bec but somewhere along the way, he
learned to sit and he is very quick to
give his paw (whether you ask him to or
not).

When he first arrived at the shelter,
Lenny was full of energy and pulled on
the leash but we think it was just the
excitement of having the opportunity
to be outdoors and out for a walk. Over
the last few days he is proving to be
quite relaxed and is walking very nicely
on leash. He loves his playtime in the
dog park where he happily chases his
ball and enjoys interacting with us.

Lenny is dog social and he doesn’t
seem overly interested in the cats but
we’ll have to do further testing to be
sure.

There is something very special
about Lenny so we’ll be surprised if he
is with us for very long.

If you are interested in finding out
more about him, please send an email
to frontieranimalsociety@gmail.com or
better yet give our adoption coordina-
tor Brenda a call any day of the week be-
tween 8 a.m and 8 p.m at 819.876.7747.

Featured Pet: Lenny
Frontier Animal Society
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Lemieux in what used to be the Beebe catholique church now with refinished floors and ash
walls. Lemieux originally bought the Beebe church for $25,000 and at the time, he was as-
tounded by the low price, considering the condition of the building. The walls were straight,
the f loors were level, and the building was surprisingly clean, he said. 

Lemieux follows through on promised projects
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