
 

  
Everybody is invited to contribute and 

participate in the newsletter redaction. 

Feel free to create, share or write 

articles about events in Myanmar or 

anything that you believe important to be 

published in this newsletter. Please send 

your ideas to this following e-mail 

address: 

            andy.grosbois@gmail.com 

This is the KnNC monthly newsletter, here     

you’ll find information about Karenni 

education process, education meeting 

updating, school activities or fundraising 

project setting up by KnNC teachers, 

students or external contributors. 

All donations that will contribute to the publication of this 

newsletter are welcome. Thanks for your faithful support. 

BRIGHTEN THE WAY INTO THE FUTURE 

                                              

                                             

                                              KnNC Newsletter 

                     JULY \ AUGUST 2016 

                       

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

1
 

 

KnNC history 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  JRS  

 

Karenni State map 

 

 

 

KnNC background 
Brighten the way into the future 

KnCC was officially established on 24th June 2011 by merging KnPT and 
KLMC.  KnCC aims at preparing the students to be efficient in various 
professions and also equipping those who wish to continue their study with 
proficiency in English. 
 
The Karenni Post Ten School (KnPT) was established by Karenni Education 
Department – KnED in 1995 with the aim of upgrading English language skills of 
Karenni high school graduates. But, since then, its curriculum has been modified 
in line with the adjusted objectives to satisfy the growing needs of the community 
due to its increasing student population. KnPT graduates have been serving their 
community on every corner of it.  
 
The Burma Program Education Office (BPEO) and the British embassy in 
Bangkok jointly funded the school in 1997. But BPEO was the program’s sole 
funder from 1998 up until 2006. In 2007 and 2008, Thabyay Education Network 
and WEAVE jointly funded the program. In 2009, Canadian Embassy Fund, and 
in 2010 Child’s Dream. However, later years saw inadequate education 
opportunities for Karenni high school graduates, in terms of intake and learning 
areas.  
 
Therefore, in 2003, Karenni Leadership and Management Course – KLMC was 
set up by Karenni Students Union with the aim of training high school graduates 
with community management and leadership skills in order for them to be able to 
serve their community in CBOs, upon completion of the course. This program 
was first financially supported by a catholic foundation from Australia. But, from 
2005 onward still 2010, Karenni Student Development Program – KSDP was the 
principal funder of the program.  
 
After 2007, despite large-scale resettlement, there is still a steady need or 
demand for post ten education because new arrivals are filling in the place of 
leaving refugees. However, the schools are facing staff shortage because of 
resettlement impact and discontinuity of financial support of their previous 
funders because of many constraints. 
Therefore, in order to sustain their functioning, KnPT and KLMC have been 

merged, in the hope that available resources will be utilized while lifting their 

standard of service. 

In the beginning of January 2016, we have decided to change KnCC’s name to 
KnNC for multiple reasons. We want the school to become a national school 
instead of a community school in the aim of being integrated within the Burmese 
education. The recognition of our education by the government is also primordial. 
Finally promoting and preserving our literature, language and our culture to 
ensure our future. 

 

 

KnNC Mission 
KnNC exists to nurture students 

academically, socially, and 

spiritually; enabling them to 

become responsible and 

disciplined adults, through 

challenging and energetic 

education program whereby the 

students will discover and 

develop their own potential and 

equipped with the knowledge, 

skills, and character needed to 

serve their community towards a 

sustainably-developed society. 

 

KnNC Vision 

KnCC   KnNC seeks to be an avenue of 

development to produce   

empowered students for the 

greater advancement of their 

community. 
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Seh Theh (New Stars) Learning Center (STLC) was established in 2013 aims to 

empower youth for the greater advancement of their community. STLC dedicated to 

empowering and building the capacity of young adults to effectively serve for their 

community. It is located in Demawso, Kayah State, Myanmar. STLC is a branch 

school of KnNC and supported by Child’s Dream Foundation. STLC gives priority in 

admission to those failed the government matriculation exam and unable to continue 

their education. STLC offers a two-year program focusing on life skills subjects 

includes English, Social Sciences, Computer, Civic Education, Community 

Management, Karenni language, Basic Law and Human Rights. The course also 

includes field works and two months internship hosted by respective CSOs, NGOs 

and INGOs. The curricular based on Student-centered and critical thinking.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Chiang Mai University Researcher (July 18th) 

A researcher, namely Dr. Malee Sitthikriengkrai, from Chiang Mai 

University (CMU) has come to visit at KnNC School. This gave a good 

opportunity to students to question and learn about the field of research 

as they had been rarely involved in research process. 

Some questions asked such as: 

- What kind on knowledges do you to become a researcher? 

- What kind of research have been done by CMU?  

- What kind on material is needed to make a research? 

 

Dr. Malee has also introduced different video clips mainly about stateless 

persons who have been facing social issues as they have never received 

any official document (Thai Identity Card) by the Thai government. It has 

shown also the power of each person that could handle and never give up 

even thought their disadvantage background. 

 

 

STLC Pictures 

  

 

 STAFF MEETING (July 6th) 

KnNC staff met on the 

beginning of July and decided 

to debate on the new 

schedule. In fact we have 

noticed that some subject 

needed more our teaching 

hours as students requested. 

The grading system was also 

an important point to clarify. 

DCD class will have a 

different grading system from 

second year as we will assess 

them by topic taught and not 

with term assessment. 

Finally, funding situation, 

networking have also been 

discussed. The next meeting 

will be set up on the end of 

August. 

 
Learning Center 

Seh Theh Learning Center 
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General knowledge quiz  

On the 8th of July, Andy the English teacher has organize a big quiz 

competition among all second year students in order to win a T shirt that 

have been given by a music band from Paris, France. 

The quiz has divided into 6 main sections: English, Geography, Math, 

Environment, Science and general knowledge. 5 questions per section 

with 1 min to answer. It has been a good opportunity for student to 

review some fundamental information that have been learn during their 

learning life at school as well as outside. 

 

30 min break time was needed in order for the students to relax their 

brain and for teachers to correct all copies. 

Brighten the way into the future 

Item race competition 

The second part of the competition was organize around a race 

competition. All competitors have been spread into 6 groups. 

Teachers called one students from each groups. Then a name of an 

object has been shouted. (Chicken, flower or fruit). Students had to 

rushed and run around the school in order to gain a point for their 

team. 

Finally 6 students that have been the best on the quiz and on the 

team race competition have been named and received personally 

their T-shirt. 

 

 

Indian guests 
speakers 

3 guests speakers from 

India who were on 

vacation in Thailand went 

to share their education 

backgrounds, future plan 

and giving explanation 

about the different Indian 

universities that students 

might feel interested to 

apply for.  
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First year gardening 
project 

KnNC has always 

considered self-reliance 

as a big strength. 

Refugees have been 

supported since 30 years 

and it is capital to teach 

the young generation 

how to grow crops. First 

year student have started 

their gardening project. 

 

    STLC School 

 

Early Marriage Workshop 

We participated Early Marriage Workshop provided by GBV. The mission of this 

workshop is for teenagers have to understand how the early marriage is happening 

in the community and how is the effect to the teenagers. However, just second year 

students can participate in this workshop.  

Two trainers from GBV arrived our school at 9:00 am and we started 

workshop as soon as trainers arrived. Trainers facilitated us to discuss about early 

marriage issues in under of Reduction of Early Marriage and Early Marriage is Skill 

Major Issue in Camp topics. We found out the advantages and disadvantages of early 

marriage in group out of six. Moreover, we discussed about what do you think for 

the solution or reduction of early marriage and how does early marriage related to 

teenagers? Then, we had group presentation after discussed for those question. It is 

really essential to know such knowledge because we are all teenagers. Furthermore, 

we had lunch together with trainers too.  

Then, we are not only joined early marriage workshop but first year students 

are also enjoyed with their team competition activities as well. First year students 

competed many interesting activities such as spelling beep and ball during we have 

workshop in hall room. I can said that it is a meaningful day because we, second 

year, have obtained early marriage workshop which important to know as a 

teenagers and first year students had team competition at the same day.  

 

Brighten the way into the future  

 

 

 

 

 

DCD research presentation (26th July) 

  Our Students in Diploma in Community Development have attended a 

two-week research training. Jacintha and Arshia has been very well 

organized and methodical. There were four research topics as the following 

have been conducted. 

1. Post-ten Education in the Karenni Refugee Camp#1 and Higher 

Educational Opportunities 

2. for Karenni studentsKarenni women, education and leadership in the 

refugee camp (1) 

3. The Future of the Karenni Community: Voluntary Repatriation, Local 

Integration and Resettlement  

4. Karenni National Day and Resistance Day 

Junior researchers have interviewed, made desktop research, writing report. 

Those reports will be used as advocacy resources on social media or 

Karenni National college website. Finally, the trainees have presented a 

summary of their research processes and what they have learned from the 

training and what are difficulties that made this work complicated. 

Reports are actually reviewed by our teacher Poe Po and our coordinator. 
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Karenni National College 20th anniversary 
 
 

 

 

68th Karenni Resistant day (Pictures on the 9th of August) 

 

 

Karenni Resistant Day history 

On Ausgust 9th 2948, Anti-Fascist Peoples freedom 

League (AFPFL) government started to invade the 

office in Myatt Leh village. Ko Be Ture who was 

the village’s chairman, had to escape from Myat 

Leh and moved into Pruso Township with some of 

his followers.   

Finally the AFPFL arrested Ko Be Ture and killed 

him, since that time Karenni people have been 

celebrating the resistant day in Nyar Mo mountain 

which is located on the Thai and Karenni state 

border. 

68th Karenni Resistant Day (Nyar Mo Mountain) 

On the 8th of August, KnNC students as well as high 

school, SDC and Women study program have 

started to hike from the Karenni refugee camp 1. It 

takes usually 4 hours to reach to the summit of the 

mountain called Nyar Mo.  

Ko meh explained “during our assumption to Nyar 

Mo, we were very excited to support our community 

and soldiers. It has given us energy to walk in 

difficult condition” 

 

KnNC Students had prepared a gallery show with 

pictures of the Karenni armed force and leaders as 

soon as they arrived. Some have participated in 

the rice packaging and carried water.  

The students have also participated actively in 

night activities. They have demonstrated many 

activities related to the Karenni Resistant Day, 

such as drama, songs and video clips.  

In the next morning, the agenda started by KnPP 

leaders who have welcomed all students and other 

participants holding the Karenni flag. Each leaders 

have introduced themselves and some have given 

their speech related to this special day. Prices have 

been also given to students who have written the 

best essay on the Karenni Resistant Day. 

After the ceremony ending, games and team 

building activities have been led and organized by 

KnNC students in order to reunite teachers, 

students, soldiers and all participants, which was a 

good opportunity to strengthen the relationship 

among Karenni community and having fun 

together. 

. 
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Child’s Dream updating meeting 

The coordinator (Elizabeth Mimar) and the foreign teacher (Andy Grosbois) went to 

Chiang Mai in the middle of November 2015 to meet with the head higher education 

Mr. Thomas Brittner. 

SLTC school (branch of KnNC school) in Demoso (Karenni state,Myanmar) was the 

main point of the conversation, in fact Child’s dream has for objectives to build a 

school there. A plan of the future building has been presented.  

A problem might compromised this project: the legal certificate land-owner is 

missing. As a result, it will be very difficult to invest in a fancy building there without 

this certificate. Mrs. Elizabeth has explained that it is very difficult to obtain it but she 

will discuss again with KnPP (the legal land-owner after the ceasefire in 1995). 

Mr. Thomas Brittner has also remind that with the actual conjuncture and the 

political situation within Myanmar will certainly become more stable after the 8 

November election and that an repatriation will happen, it is difficult for them to 

continue to find donors that will invest for the education within the camp and has 

encouraged KnNC to thinking about the future of the school. 

 

HAPPY MOTHERS DAY (12th August) 
There are different ways to celebrate Mother’s Day. A 

card, a sweet words, or a flower are commonly used as 

gifts. Mother’s day fall on different day on the calendar 

depending on the countries where it is celebrated. 

 

As for us, we bless our mummy on the 11th of August. 

On the 12th it is the day of the Thai Queen’s birthday 

“Queen Sirikit”.  

On that day, we have all come to KnNC School in 

Karenni refugee camp 1.  

 

Before the speech from our school coordinator we had 

welcomed all student’s mummies. A traditional dance on 

the honor of all our beloved mothers has been done by 

our students. 

 

In this special event, Thai authority (Palad) had given 

his speech about Mother’s Day. One mum, as a 

representative, also said thanks the school and students 

for all their gifts and warm celebration. Ko Meh, as a 

representative of KnNC students, has explained how our 

mum represent life for all of us and all the patient and 

care that they have been providing since our birth. 

 

All of them have prayed in front of their mums, a lot of 

emotion has been felt by all. Some were crying which 

shows how this day is important for all our community. 

Additionally, we served some snacks and coffee to all 

mothers and participants, including students from 

Karenni Social Development Center. 

 

In the last section, all participants had a chance to plant 

trees around the school compound. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            Brighten the way into the future                             
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Scolarship opportunity 
(30th of August) 

WEAVE (Women’s Education for Advance and 

Empowerment) met with the KnNC staff to talk 

about scholarship opportunities that will be given 

to the Karenni students. Available scholarship in 

Philippine will be provided to 10 students from 

Karenni Refugee Camp 1 and 2. A pre selecting 

English test will be set up within KnNC School. 

Passing the pre selecting test mean for the 

applicants that they will be able to take another 

test in Tauggyi, Shan State in Burma, before 

starting a 6 month intensive English program that 

will permit them to acquire a suitable English 

level for their further studies. 

Students from different schools are eligible to 

apply for this program. (KnNC, KSDC, KnFSP) 

 

 

 Burmese literacy training 
(27 \ 28 August) 

Dr. Shirley and her students from Chiang 

Mai University has spent two days at 

school. The aim of their visit was to give a 

short training on Adult Burmese Literacy 

to four student from DCD in order become 

trainers and teach Burmese literacy to the 

refugees within the camp. This is to one of 

the preparedness for refugee returning. 

Students still have to continue to work on 

the materials given by Shirley before 

starting their teaching project. 500 baht \ 

month will be provided by the trainers in 

order to support the 4 new teachers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brighten the way into the future 

 

Let me know if you have questions. 

 

 

CSO Coalition Building Workshop (20-22 August) 

Elizabeth Mimar the KnNC Coordinator attended CSO Coalition 

Building Workshop for the Burma/Myanmar UPR Forum in Mae Sot 

from 20-22 August 2016. The main topic was “Working Together to 

Foster Solidarity in the UPR Follow-up Phase” which aims to bring 

all CSOs from the border areas and inside Myanmar to strengthen 

voices regarding human rights issues through UPR platform.  

During this workshop the main discussion and activities included, 

the development of UPR Implementations and CSO Action 

Strategies, the adoption of the Outcome Charter as a result of the 

workshop, outlining the key priorities for the Burma/Myanmar UPR 

Forum, recalling its values and principles and strong commitment to 

engage in the UPR process in an inclusive, constructive and 

cooperative manner. 

The UPR was created through the UN General Assembly on 15 

March 2006 by resolution 60/251, which established the Human 

Rights Council itself. It is a cooperative process which, by October 

2011, has reviewed the human rights records of all 193 UN 

Member States. Currently, no other universal mechanism of this 

kind exists. The UPR is one of the key elements of the Council 

which reminds States of their responsibility to fully respect and 

implement all human rights and fundamental freedoms. 

 

http://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/Get?Open&DS=A/RES/60/251&Lang=E
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Free Online Course 

ေ င  ေ ၾကးမကုနက္်ဘဲ၊ register လုပရ္ ံုျဖ င ့္ မမိအိ မးတဲ႔ အခ ်ိနမ္ ်မးမ ွ 
လ ယ္လ ယ္ကူကူေလ႔လမာုိႏင ္မည့္အ ခ  င ့္အ ေရး! 

Free online course မ ်မးကိ ုတက္ေရ မက္ခ ်င ္သူမ ်မးအ တ က္ The 
University of Pennsylvania မ ွ English for Career Development ကုိ 

ေအ မက္တုိဘမလတ င ္ စတငေ္ လ႔လမသငာုိ္ႏငပ္ ါသည။္  
ပ ါဝငမ္ ည့္အေ ၾကမင ္းအရ မေတ ကေ တမ ့

အ လုပအ္ ကုိင ္မ ်မးကိုဘယ္လုိရ ွမေ ဖ  ာုိႏင ္မည္လည္း၊ မမိ ိတုိ႔၏  CV ာွႏင ့္ 
interview မ ်မးကုိမည့္သုိ႔ေ ျဖဆုိရမ ည ္စ သည္ျဖင ့္ career development 

ာွႏင ့္ ပ က္သက္သည့္အေ ၾကမငး္အရ မမ ်မးစ  မပ ါဝငပ္ ါသည။္ 
စ ိတ္ပ ါဝငစ္ မးသမူ ်မးေအ မက္ပ ါ MYEO website တ င ္

အေ သးစ ိတ္ဖ တ္ရ ရာုိႏင ္ပ ါသည္။ 

Welcome to English for Career Development! This course is designed 

for non-native English speakers who are interested in advancing their 

careers in the global marketplace. In this course, you will learn about 

the job search, application, and interview process in the United States, 

while comparing and contrasting the same process in your home 

country. This course will also give you the opportunity to explore your 

global career path, while building your vocabulary and improving your 

language skills to achieve your professional goals. 

 

Southeast Asian Global Undergraduate Leaders’ Program 

SEAGULL is an exclusive leadership development programme 
by the Institute for Societal Leadership.SEAGULL will convene 

the next generation of potential societal leaders — 
undergraduates in the region who want to make change. Be part 
of an outstanding SEAGULL network.SEAGULL. Features 2 week-

long immersions in mid-January and mid July 2017. Prior to both 

immersions, you will be required to complete some readings and 

participate in online discussions. 

Who should apply? 
 

Undergraduates with a heart to see society shaped and changed for 
the good of people who are intellectually curious, and who enjoy 

understanding more about South-east Asian issues.’ 
 

Requirement 

 Citizen of a Southeast Asian country 

 Fluent in written and spoken English Language 

 Current undergraduate in a local university 

 Have a track record of demonstrated leadership 

Link 

http://www.myeo.info/international/southeast-asian-global-
undergraduate-leaders-programme/ 

 

Drawing from Academic class 

 

“Wisdom in the mind is better 

than money in hand” 

 

 

http://www.myeo.info/international/southeast-asian-global-undergraduate-leaders-programme/
http://www.myeo.info/international/southeast-asian-global-undergraduate-leaders-programme/

