
 
 

Post-Earthquake Update from Río Muchacho 
 
 
Greetings friends, volunteers and visitors, 
 
As many of you know, on April 16, a 7.8 Richter earthquake ravished Ecuador’s beautiful north coast. 
It was a very big shock to us as you can probably imagine! Canoa lost 158 out of its 170 hotels.  While 
the town is beginning to recover, as government-financed houses are under construction and tourism 
slowly returns, complete reconstruction will take 6-10 years. Here at the Río Muchacho Organic Farm 
we also had a lot of damage (see Tangara cabin below). 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Thank you for showing your support 
with calls, emails, and donations!  
 
 
Here is an update on our progress since 
the disaster.  
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 

Damage and Recovery at Río Muchacho 
 
 
Amazingly, we found a chicken buried under 
rubble (see remnants of feed shed) that had 
survived for 16 days after the earthquake with no 
food or water. We christened her Tactonia and  
she is alive and well today! 
  
Our Canoa office (and ecopaper workshop) was 
totally flattened.  It was heart wrenching to lose 
23 years’ worth of photos, materials from our 
many visitors, and documents that enable our 
farm to function smoothly. Below is a photo of our 
squashed office… well, you actually cannot see it 
because it is under a building!  
 
 



 
 

 
 
While we are extremely 
grateful that none of the Rio 
Muchacho team or volunteers 
were in the office at the time of 
the earthquake, sadly seven of 
our neighbors were killed 
under this same building. 
 
On another sad note: many of 
you will remember Elvis, the 
driver of the green pickup 
truck, who transported our 
guests to and from the farm. 
Sadly, Elvis was killed along 
with 3 members of his family in 
a hotel that collapsed. 
 

 
On the farm, we lost 8 cabins/rooms, and 13 out of 16 of our main buildings still need reconstruction. 
Slowly but surely we make progress, but a lot of our time has been dedicated to the reconstruction 
efforts of houses in the community. We give many thanks to the organizations who have helped by 
donating houses, such as: Firemen without Boarders, Hogar de Cristo, MIDUVI. 
 

Continual Progress 
 
Despite this big setback, Río Muchacho continues to be a leader in change. Both in the community and 
at the farm, we are implementing new construction methods with bamboo. We recently led two 
bamboo construction workshops for workers around the community, bringing to light the beauty and 
strength of bamboo, as well as its incredible utility in creating resilient homes and structures.  
 



 
Since the earthquake, our priority has been to help rebuild the surrounding community, so our own 
reconstruction has delayed a bit. Only recently, we finished dismantling the remnants of our main 
house – which many of you will remember was the center of activity, meetings, planning… our life. 
Dismantling was sad fortunately was made quite festive, as several volunteer groups helped and we 
shared great food and music in the evenings. Thank you to those who helped with the demolition 
process, especially Casa del Mundo – we are forever grateful! 

 
Of course, we haven’t used the main house 
since the earthquake, and you all must be 
wondering where we have been eating and 
cooking. Surprise… we turned the craft 
workshop into a nice, open-air kitchen, and 
people have enjoyed it so much that we are 
considering making it our permanent 
kitchen. The new main house, instead, will 
be a single-floor relaxation space with 
hammocks and sofas, as well as our book 
exchange and library. 
 
We have also begun the process of 
transforming Río Muchacho into an organic-
farm park in an effort to make the farm and 
surrounding nature more accessible to 
families. As part of the eco-farm park, we 
will build a vibrant information center and 
an interactive learning center for children. 
 
As always, we plan to use mostly natural 
materials that grow in the lowlands. But 
now there is so much demand for these 
materials as more and more people become 
aware of their utility, and prices have risen, 



as well as the labor of those experts knowledgeable in working with bamboo. 
 
 

We Need Your Help! 
 
As you can probably imagine the price for necessary reconstruction at our organic farm remains 
daunting. In an effort to finish the rebuild as quickly as possible, we have set up a crowdfunding 
campaign – we will be very grateful for any help you can give! Even a donation of $10 or $20 helps!  
 
Here is a link to the campaign: https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/riomuchacho 
 
We continue to work hard to create a beautiful learning space that is effective in spreading our 
mission to our local and international visitors: creating a sustainable environment that is ecologically 
sound, economically viable, and that cherishes the intrinsic worth of every living thing.   
 
Thank you again for your support. We hope you can visit us again in the future! 
 
 
Un abrazo a todos, 
Nicola, Dario, Raphael, Florence, and The Río Muchacho Team. 
 
 

https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/riomuchacho

