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Cru Bourgeois - 2014s and a new plan

Julia writes Just when you get the hang of the operating system on your computer, tablet or
smartphone, they bring out a new one, tweaked sufficiently to make all the tricks and shortcuts
you've mastered irrelevant and to make it less compatible with everything else you rely on.
Built-in desuetude, or obsolescence, is a part of life. 

And so it is with reference books and wine classification systems. 

Now that the Crus Bourgeois du Médoc is well bedded in after six annual selections since the
assurance system was approved by the public authorities and by ministerial order at the end of

http://www.crus-bourgeois.com/?lang=en#spip.php?article57〈=en


2009 (although selections were also made in 2008 and 2009), changes are on the way. To be
fair, the earlier system, described in its tangled historical context in the online Oxford
Companion to Wine entry cru bourgeois, incorporated three quality levels and when the new
arrangement started, there was a suggestion that these tiers might be reinstated in the future.

The current annual selection of crus bourgeois is open to producers in the Médoc region of
Bordeaux and determined by a general assessment of eligibility fine-tuned by an annual blind
tasting two years after the harvest. For the 2014 vintage, 278 châteaux were selected, more
than in any previous year since 2008 and representing around 33% of the Médoc vineyard
across seven appellations; approximately 30 million bottles. There's a complete list of those
selected on the cru bourgeois website, along with all previous selections back to 2008, or you
can download the 2014 selection here.

The new system brings in two major changes. Firstly, the selection - first publication anticipated
2025 - will last for five years instead of one; secondly, the historical segmentation will be
reintroduced: cru bourgeois, crus bourgeois supérieur and cru bourgeois exceptionnel.

The new president of the association, Olivier Cuvelier, appointed this year after the untimely
death of his indefatigable predecessor Frédéric de Luze of Ch Paveil de Luze and négociant firm
LD Vins, confirmed in his summary of the classification project that the founding principles
remain the same: selection based on blind tasting and oversight by an independent verification
body. The wines selected will continue to be identified by the cru bourgeois sticker, which
usefully incorporates a QR code that you can scan for further information.

While I am not entirely convinced about the three-tier system – there have been similar tiers
introduced in other appellations in France in recent years, for example St-Chinian (with
particularly obscure tier names such as 'artiste' and 'créatif') and Crémant (Éminent) – the move
to a five-year time frame seems very welcome. It will help producers plan in the longer term and
the tasting will comprise bottled wine rather than pre-bottling samples. I imagine the current
system is like painting any major road bridge. As soon as you get to the end, you have to start
again.

Whatever you think of the new operating system, which is apparently still a work in progress,
crus bourgeois are on the whole an excellent way in to well-priced Bordeaux, reflecting the ups
and downs of successive vintages but making wines that are digestible, with generally not too
much new oak or over-extraction since ambitions are more modest and pockets less deep than
at some of the more fêted and more expensive properties. Plus you don't have to buy them en
primeur or wait years before you broach them.

This year's selection, of which 182 were shown at last month's beautifully organised London
tasting, struck me as a fair reflection of 2014 in the Médoc: better overall than 2011, 2012 and
2013, not as good as 2009 or 2010, but likely to be good value and offering a range of styles, as
you can tell from our notes below. (For links to all our previous articles and tasting notes on
Bordeaux 2014, see this guide.)

Note the new art deco logo (above right), which I rather like. For those interested in label
design, here is the background to the new logo. Designed by Collectif 1300, a group of artists in
Bordeaux, it apparently embodies 'a guarantee of quality, associated with a specific
geographical area, and a rich history'. The designers continue: 'First, we based the graphics on a
network of lines, reminiscent of the rows of vines that are so typical of Bordeaux's countryside.
The lines enable the unique perspectives that one finds in these landscapes to be highlighted.
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Furthermore, they are a signature theme in our work. In scenography they allow us to give
navigational directions. In graphic design, they provide a framework to reveal new elements. It
is a graphical technique that we often reinvent and adapt in many of our projects. Second, the
final style is inspired by the world of Pop Art, which, like the Crus Bourgeois, has its origins in an
earlier historical period. This artistic movement that appeared in the 1950s, driven by youth and
a postwar desire for freedom, is illustrated by artists such as Roy Lichtenstein and Andy Warhol,
the forerunners and instigators of the genre.'

Richard and I tasted 158 wines between us, sat side by side in silence, and were speeded on our
way by very efficient sommelier service. Praise be to the organisers. The tasting notes are
grouped by appellation, the appellations in alphabetical order. Within each group, the default
order is alphabetical by producer name but you can change this using our new self-sorting
feature: 

Order by default ▼

Jump to:

Haut-Médoc
Listrac
Margaux
Médoc
Moulis
Pauillac
St-Estèphe

HAUT-MÉDOC

Ch d'Agassac 2014 Haut-Médoc82% Cabernet Sauvignon, 18% Merlot. 60% new oak.●

Deep crimson. Dark fruit, cedar and a dusty overlay. More leafy on the palate, juicy and fresh
and lots of pleasure. Still a little chewy but lots of freshness. (JH)13% Drink 2017-2024
 16
Ch Aney 2014 Haut-Médoc65% Cabernet Sauvignon, 25% Merlot, 7% Cabernet Franc, 3% Petit●

Verdot.
Deep crimson. Notably sweet, dark and plummy on the nose with some dried fruits too. The
fruit is a bit raisiny and tired so the tannins are a bit tough. (JH)12.5% Drink 2017-2020
 14.5
Ch d'Arcins 2014 Haut-Médoc55% Merlot, 45% Cabernet Sauvignon, 16 months in barrel, 30%●

new.
Both leafy and red-fruited on the nose, the alcohol sticking out rather. A bit lean on the palate,
though the tannins are just right - present but not aggressive. Overall not enough fruit for
harmony. (JH)13% Drink 2017-2020
 14.5
Ch Balac 2014 Haut-Médoc50% Merlot, 30% Cabernet Sauvignon, 20% Cabernet Franc. 12●

months in barrel, 25% new.
Very dark crimson. Savoury and dark with a hint of oak char on the nose but also plenty of
pure dark fruit. Juicy even though the fine tannins are dry. Overall a harmony of fruit and
structure but perhaps a little too dry on the finish. (JH)13% Drink 2017-2020
 15
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Ch Barreyres 2014 Haut-Médoc50% Merlot, 50% Cabernet Sauvignon, 14 months in oak (1/3●

new).
Inky crimson. Cedary, dark fruited and a touch spirity. Leafy cassis on the palate but plenty of
fruit to balance the tannins and fresh acidity. Straightforward and harmonious. Chewy and just
enough fruit to finish. (JH)13% Drink 2017-2022
 15.5
Ch Beaumont 2014 Haut-Médoc47% Cabernet Sauvignon, 45% Merlot, 8% Petit Verdot, 12-14●

months in barrel (30% new).
Pure cassis fruit with a touch of dark chocolate. Some oak char on the palate, dry textured but
elegant and promising more even though it is on the lighter side. Should become more elegant
with time. (JH)13.5% Drink 2018-2025
 15.5
Ch Bel Air 2014 Haut-Médoc60% Cabernet Sauvignon, 40% Merlot, 12 months in barrel (20%●

new).
Very dark with black core. Dark-fruited and charry and a slight herbal note on the palate. A bit
lean, with the dry tannins not fully covered by the fruit. (JH)13% Drink 2017-2020
 15
Ch Belle-Vue 2014 Haut-Médoc52% Cabernet Sauvignon, 24% Merlot, 24% Petit Verdot, 14-16●

months in barrel (25% new).
Deep crimson with purple rim. Attractive dusty quality to the dark fruit. Dark and savoury on
the palate, with a touch of charred potato skins. Not charming at the moment but elegant and
with a promising future. Dry finesse and attractive restraint. (JH)13% Drink 2017-2024
 16
Ch Bellegrave du Poujeau 2014 Haut-Médoc90% Cabernet Sauvignon, 10% Merlot. 16 months●

in barrel, 1/3 new.
Subtle dark fruit on the nose, nicely dusty. Overall quite light but all in balance with real
finesse in the light dry tannins. Juicy finish. (JH)13% Drink 2017-2020
 15.5
Ch Bernadotte 2014 Haut-Médoc65% Cabernet Sauvignon, 33% Merlot, 2% Petit Verdot. 12●

months in barrique (1/3 new).
Deep crimson. Lightly charry dark fruit but the cassis fruit is fragrant too. Dark, savoury and
chewy on the palate. Dry-textured but not drying. Elegant but needs time to unfold. Could
perhaps do with a little more fruit sweetness for comfort. (JH)13% Drink 2017-2022
 15.5
Ch Bibian 2014 Haut-Médoc55% Merlot, 45% Cabernet Sauvignon, 12 months in barrel.●

Ripe-fruited and toasty aroma. Lacking a little in freshness (though not acidity) on the palate,
the fruit just a little flat. Overall rather hard. (JH)13.5% Drink 2017-2020
 14.5
Ch Bonneau 2014 Haut-MédocThis wine is new to the classification in 2016. 55% Merlot, 40%●

Cabernet Sauvignon, 5% Petit Verdot. 12 months in oak.
Deep crimson. Slightly strange aroma of polished wood. Firm but a bit lean, maybe a bit
bloody. On the more austere side but not out of balance. (JH)Drink 2017-2020
 15
Ch de Braude 2014 Haut-Médoc65% Cabernet Sauvignon, 35% Merlot. 45% new oak.●

Sweet spicy dark plums, generously fruited and firm but rounded tannins. Juicy and well
balanced. Straightforward and nicely chewy on the finish. (JH)13% Drink 2017-2024
 16
Ch du Breuil 2014 Haut-Médoc54% Merlot, 43% Cabernet Sauvignon, 3% Petit Verdot. Aged in●

tank and US oak.
Very dark with black core. Scented and sweetly spiced. Some vanilla on the palate. Plenty of

http://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/view/591760
http://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/view/591760
http://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/view/591761
http://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/view/591761
http://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/view/591762
http://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/view/591762
http://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/view/591764
http://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/view/591764
http://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/view/591763
http://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/view/591763
http://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/view/591865
http://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/view/591865
http://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/view/591866
http://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/view/591866
http://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/view/591868
http://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/view/591868
http://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/view/591869
http://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/view/591869
http://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/view/591870


fruit up front but not particularly persistent. Firm, chewy and satisfying but a little dry at the
very end. (JH)13% Drink 2017-2020
 15.5
Ch Brochon-Plaisance 2014 Haut-Médoc59% Merlot, 41% Cabernet Sauvignon, one year in●

barrel.
Dark crimson with purplish rim. Very spicy and cedary on the nose, dark fruited but a bit hard
on the palate. Tannins a bit tough and drying on the finish. (JH)13.5% Drink 2017-2020
 15
Ch Cambon La Pelouse 2014 Haut-Médoc49% Merlot, 47% Cabernet Sauvignon, 4% Petit●

Verdot, 12-15 months in barrel.
Deep crimson. Sweetly woody on the nose, cassis and dark plum fruit. More savoury on the
palate with a hint of char, giving a sense of complexity and restraint even though it is quite
powerful. Chewy but fresh, persistent too. (JH)13.5% Drink 2017-2024
 16
Ch Cissac 2014 Haut-Médoc65% Cabernet Sauvignon, 30% Merlot, 5% Petit Verdot, 14 months●

in barrel (30% new).
Deep crimson. Smells of sweet, small dark wild berries and blueberries - inviting - and a touch
of oak sweetness. Tighter and fresher than I expected on the palate. Juicy but firm. Dark and
dry. Middle of the road but in balance. (JH)Drink 2017-2022
 15.5
Clos la Bohème 2014 Haut-Médoc70% Cabernet Sauvignon, 30% Merlot, 20 months in barrel,●

of which 80% new.
Sweet oak spice and dark fruit on the nose, just lightly and nicely leafy. Chewy, with the fruit
to fill out the structure. Firm and structured and not nearly ready. (JH)13% Drink 2018-2024
 15.5
Ch Dasvin-Bel-Air 2014 Haut-Médoc66% Merlot, 24% Cabernet Sauvignon, 10% Cabernet●

Franc. 50% aged in barrel.
Deep crimson. Sweet, dark and promising on the nose. More cedary and leafy on the palate, a
little bit severe in the tannins but should come round to be a good food wine but not for
sipping on its own. (JH)Drink 2017-2020
 15+
Ch Fontesteau 2014 Haut-Médoc50% Cabernet Sauvignon, 49% Merlot, 1% Cabernet Franc.●

75% aged one year in oak.
Markedly toasty aroma. Dry and veering between lean and elegant on the palate. Just a little
bit dry on the finish. (JH)13% Drink 2017-2020
 15
Ch de Gironville 2014 Haut-Médoc45% Merlot, 43% Cabernet Sauvignon, 12% Petit Verdot.●

80% aged in barrel, none new.
Deep crimson. Sweet, ripe dark plums on the nose but a little bitter on the palate, like bitter
chocolate. Tannins are not tough but something has been pushed a little too hard here. Shame
because the dark fruit is good. (JH)13.5% Drink 2018-2022
 15
Ch Haut-Bellevue 2014 Haut-Médoc55% Merlot, 35% Cabernet Sauvignon, 10% Petit Verdot.●

10 months in barrel.
Deep crimson. Fragrant with black fruit and a little toasty oak spice. Lovely balance between
fruit and structure. Not big or powerful but elegant and finely textured, the tannins in tune
with the moderate fruit depth. Fresh and deliciously modest. (JH)13% Drink 2017-2024
 16
Ch Haut-Logat 2014 Haut-Médoc45% Merlot, 45% Cabernet Sauvignon, 10% Cabernet Franc.●

15 months in barrel.
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Deep crimson. Sweet, dark fruit and toasty on the nose. Vanilla note as well. All boded well but
then it is a little bitter and dilute on the palate. (JH)13% Drink 2017-2020
 14.5
Ch Hourtin-Ducasse 2014 Haut-Médoc46% Cabernet Sauvignon, 46% Merlot, 5% Cabernet●

Franc, 3% Petit Verdot. 14 months in oak, 30% new.
Sweet and ripe-fruited on the nose. Toasty oak on the palate but the fruit fills out the frame.
Just fresh enough and generously fruited. (JH)12.5% Drink 2017-2021
 15.5
Ch Labat 2014 Haut-Médoc50% Cabernet Sauvignon, 50% Merlot. 30% new oak.●

Toasty layer over attractive small wild dark berries, lifted. On the palate, clean and cedar-
toned dark fruit without excess. Fresh, juicy and persistent. (JH)13% Drink 2017-2024
 16
Ch Lamothe Cissac 2014 Haut-Médoc58% Cabernet Sauvignon, 35% Merlot, 5% Petit Verdot,●

2% Cabernet Franc.
Perfumed and vanilla scented with the sweetness of blueberries on the nose. Rather less
gentle on the palate: firm tannins, more savoury dark flavours and a bit hard on the finish.
(JH)13% Drink 2017-2021
 15
Ch Lamothe-Bergeron 2014 Haut-Médoc60% Merlot, 40% Cabernet Sauvignon. 12-14 months●

in barrel (30% new).
Savoury quality to the black fruit here. Chewy texture, lively fruit, balanced by freshness. Not
terribly long but everything in place and juicy on the finish. (JH)13% Drink 2017-2022
 15.5
Ch Landat 2014 Haut-Médoc60% Cabernet Sauvignon, 35% Merlot, 5% Petit Verdot.●

Mid crimson. Cassis leaf and fruit - nicely leafy. Light and leafy on the palate too - all
refreshment without much body but very drinkable in this lighter style. (JH)13% Drink 2016-
2020
 15
Ch Larose Perganson 2014 Haut-Médoc58% Cabernet Sauvignon, 40% Merlot, 2% Petit Verdot.●

12-14 months in barrel, 30-50% new.
Rather woody (not oaky) on the nose. Then unexpectedly rich and fruity on the palate.
Generous and rounded and with good freshness. Stands out for greater density than most.
(JH)13.5% Drink 2017-2026
 16
Ch Larose-Trintaudon 2014 Haut-Médoc45% Cabernet Sauvignon, 51% Merlot, 4% Petit●

Verdot. 90% aged in barrel (25% new).
Deep crimson. Gentle, fresh and scented with dark fruit. There's oak sweet spice too but not
exaggerated. Sweetly oaky on the palate but the blueberry fruit can carry it. Freshness to
balance. Gentle but sufficiently structured. (JH)13.5% Drink 2017-2022
 16
Ch Lestage Simon 2014 Haut-Médoc95% Merlot, 2% Cabernet Sauvignon, 2% Petit Verdot, 1%●

Cabernet Franc. 12 months in barrel, 50% new.
Intensely coloured, almost black, with rich, ripe black-plum fruit. Sweet and almost treacly.
More savoury on the palate, roasted potato skins. Full of flavour if not especially elegant. Full
throttle but harmonious. Tastes as if it has some Tannat in there. (JH)14.5% Drink 2017-2022
 16
Ch Lieujean 2014 Haut-Médoc75% Cabernet Sauvignon, 25% Merlot, 12 months in barrel.●

Mid to deep crimson. A light dusty, dark-fruited fragrance and something like freshly sawn
wood. Lively, leafy and fresh on the palate. Light and digestible. Lightish tannins but all in
balance. (JH)13% Drink 2016-2020
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 15.5
Ch Liversan 2014 Haut-Médoc50% Merlot, 44% Cabernet Sauvignon, 4% Cabernet Franc, 2%●

Petit Verdot.
Aged in French oak. Lightly fragrant with red and black fruit. A little bit hard on the palate, just
a bit too much structure for the depth of fruit. (JH)13% Drink 2017-2020
 14.5
Ch Magnol 2014 Haut-Médoc45% Merlot, 43% Cabernet Sauvignon, 12% Cabernet Franc. 12●

months in barrel (1/3 new).
Mid crimson. Fragrant with leafy cassis, along with vanilla and blueberry sweetness. That same
blueberry sweetness on the palate but falls rather flat on the finish and the tannins are a bit
dry for comfort. (JH)13% Drink 2017-2020
 14.5
Ch Malescasse 2014 Haut-Médoc55% Cabernet Sauvignon, 40% Merlot, 5% Petit Verdot.●

Very dark crimson. Ripe but aromatic cassis with some sweet oak spice. Powerful, brooding
and tannic yet the fruit is there to keep the tannins from becoming overwhelming. Savoury
and dark fruited on the palate. A big wine but still balanced. (JH)13.5% Drink 2018-2026
 16
Ch Maucamps 2014 Haut-Médoc50% Cabernet Sauvignon, 39% Merlot, 11% Petit Verdot. 12●

months in barrel, 30% new.
Deep crimson. Leafily scented. Light, harmonious, almost delicate. Pleasantly scented and
finishing with light, dry tannins. (JH)14% Drink 2017-2020
 15.5
Ch Maurac 2014 Haut-Médoc55% Cabernet Sauvignon, 45% Merlot, 20% new oak.●

Very dark with black core and purple rim. Smells dark and brooding with lots of black fruit.
Generous, rounded and already quite approachable but finishes a bit flat, though it could just
be in need of a bit more time to open. (JH)14% Drink 2018-2022
 15.5
Ch Meyre 2014 Haut-Médoc44% Merlot, 40% Cabernet Sauvignon, 11% Petit Verdot, 5%●

Cabernet Franc. 12 months in barrel (30% new).
Deep crimson. Biscuit-like and vanilla and blueberry sweetness entwined with black fruit.
Rather insubstantial on the palate but the tannins are fine and it finishes fresh. (JH)13% Drink
2017-2020
 15.5
Ch Le Monteil d'Arsac 2014 Haut-Médoc51% Cabernet Sauvignon, 49% Merlot, 25% aged in●

oak (1/3 new).
Deep crimson with smudgy rim. Given the moderate amount of new oak, there is a strong
char/toast aroma. Lots of char and slightly bitter on the palate, though the tannins are very
smooth. The oak dominates, surprisingly. (JH)13% Drink 2017-2020
 15
Ch du Moulin Rouge 2014 Haut-Médoc50% Merlot, 40% Cabernet Sauvignon, 10% Cabernet●

Franc. 12 months in barrel.
Deep crimson with black core. Spicy, intense cassis aroma. Intense on the palate but a little bit
hard overall - there's plenty of fruit but the texture is a bit tough. Might come round. (JH)12.5%
Drink 2017-2022
 15.5
Ch Peyrabon 2014 Haut-MédocVery odd nose: smells a bit overripe and possibly volatile and●

the alcohol shows. Better on the palate but not much pleasure. (JH)13.5% Drink 2017-2019
 14.5
Ch Peyredon Lagravette 2014 Haut-Médoc63% Cabernet Sauvignon, 37% Merlot. 14 months in●

barrel.
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Dark-fruited and spicy. Honest and straightforward, with dark fruit and a savoury quality filling
out firm but rounded tannins. Just enough freshness and a bit tough on the finish. (JH)13%
Drink 2017-2020
 15
Ch Pontoise Cabarrus 2014 Haut-Médoc40% Cabernet Sauvignon, 58% Merlot, 2% Cabernet●

Franc. 12 months in barrel, 35% new.
Inky dark crimson. Smells dark-fruited, rich and oaky. Bags of everything here - plenty of ripe
dark fruit, grippy tannins and yet the power is in balance. Chewy finish. (JH)14% Drink 2018-
2026
 16
Ch Ramage La Batisse 2014 Haut-Médoc56% Cabernet Sauvignon, 31% Merlot, 8% Petit●

Verdot, 5% Cabernet Franc. Barrel aged.
Deep crimson. Fresh, dark fruit and just slightly smokily reductive. Dry textured but not drying.
Subtle and fresh and lively. Very nicely done. (JH)12.5% Drink 2017-2022
 16.5
Ch Réal 2014 Haut-Médoc55% Cabernet Sauvignon, 35% Merlot, 10% Cabernet Franc, aged in●

barrel.
Mid to deep crimson. Dark fruited and leathery on the nose. Oddly sweet on the palate, with
vanilla as well as blueberry fruit. Overall rather sweet and sour, leaving your mouth in need of
cleansing with something else. (JH)Drink 2017-2021
 15
Ch du Retout 2014 Haut-Médoc76% Cabernet Sauvignon, 16.5% Petit Verdot, 7.5% Merlot.●

Black in colour and black in fruit. Intense and brooding and savoury. Dark, chewy and not
ready to be approached. Lots of flavour but could do with a bit more freshness. Very chewy
and dark on the finish. (JH)13% Drink 2018-2026
 15.5
Ch Reysson 2014 Haut-Médoc90% Merlot, 10% Cabernet Franc, 33% new oak.●

Very dark crimson. Dark and savoury on the nose with some fresh-cut wood. Big and a bit
tough overall, rather aggressive. Not for those seeking light refreshment. (JH)14.5% Drink
2018-2024
 15
Ch Sénéjac 2014 Haut-Médoc55% Cabernet Sauvignon, 33% Merlot, 7% Cabernet Franc, 5%●

Petit Verdot, planted on deep gravel soils. 12-15 months in barrel (30% new).
Deep cherry red. Fragrant with graphite and lightly peppery black fruit, nicely dusty/rocky and
just a touch of cassis leaf. More leafy on the palate, balanced by some sweet plum flavours.
Fresh but with rather dry tannins, definitely on the herbaceous side and just a slight hardness
on the finish. (JH)13% Drink 2017-2022
 15.5
Ch St-Ahon 2014 Haut-Médoc60% Cabernet Sauvignon, 30% Merlot, 5% Cabernet Franc, 5%●

Petit Verdot. 20-30% new oak.
Fresh red and black fruit and lightly toasty and herbaceous. Lightish, lively and refreshing.
(JH)12.5% Drink 2017-2022
 15.5
Ch St-Paul 2014 Haut-Médoc50% Merlot, 40% Cabernet Sauvignon, 8% Cabernet Franc, 2%●

Petit Verdot, 12 months in barrel.
Dark and ripe. Quite charry on the palate, intense but a bit tough. Chewy even with plenty of
fruit at the core. (JH)13.5% Drink 2018-2024
 15.5
Ch du Taillan 2014 Haut-Médoc70% Merlot, 20% Cabernet Sauvignon, 10% Cabernet Franc.●

Aged for 12 months in French oak of which 20% is new.
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Black cherry, blackcurrant, light spice and fine tannin. Finishes lightly. (RH)14.5% Drink 2017-
2020
 15.5
Ch La Tonnelle 2014 Haut-Médoc60% Cabernet Sauvignon, 35% Merlot, 5% Petit Verdot.●

Smoky, vibrant and precise on the nose - modern and sleek with very placid tannic structure.
Juicy, refreshing and bright - a great example of how user-friendly Bordeaux can be. (RH)13%
Drink 2016-2024
 16.5
Ch Tour du Haut-Moulin 2014 Haut-Médoc50% Cabernet Sauvignon, 45% Merlot, 5% Petit●

Verdot.
Fruit cake and baked blackcurrants. Sleek and balanced on the palate, with soft tannin and
light body. Easygoing, enjoyable. (RH)Drink 2016-2022
 16
Ch Tour St Joseph 2014 Haut-Médoc50% Merlot, 45% Cabernet Sauvignon, 5% Cabernet Franc.●

Juicy, well-formed fruit aromas. Blackcurrant, light palate with a simple, easy-drinking finish.
(RH)Drink 2016-2019
 15.5
Ch Tourteran 2014 Haut-Médoc66% Cabernet Sauvignon, 24% Merlot.●

Rather green, sweaty sort of nose. Doesn't taste clean. (RH)Drink 2016-2019
 14
Ch Trois Moulins 2014 Haut-Médoc45% Merlot, 40% Cabernet Sauvignon, 15% Cabernet Franc.●

Aged for 12 to 15 months in French oak barriques.
Black cherry, juicy and satisfying though ultimately quite simple in flavour profile. Well made
and well balanced - a good, everyday bordeaux. (RH)12.5% Drink 2016-2018
 15.5
Ch de Villambis 2014 Haut-Médoc60% Merlot, 40% Cabernet Sauvignon. Two thirds aged in●

French oak (of which 30% is new), and one third aged in tank.
Very impressive fruit here - a real onslaught of ripe, juicy redcurrant and bramble. Has a good
oak influence too - spice, chocolate, even a bit of caramel. Medium bodied, refreshing acid,
long finish - very well done! (RH)13% Drink 2016-2022
 17

LISTRAC

Ch Baudan 2014 Listrac52% Cabernet Sauvignon, 45% Merlot, 3% Petit Verdot. Aged 15●

months in barrique.
Overripe fruit, black pepper spice, fairly firm tannin and moderate length. Grippy finish with
some bitter tones. (RH)13% Drink 2018-2022
 16
Ch Cap Léon Veyrin 2014 Listrac58% Merlot, 39% Cabernet Sauvignon, 3% Petit Verdot. Aged●

for 12 months in French barriques of which half were new.
Heady, medicinal notes, and a strange metallic character too. Tough structure. Doesn't seem
quite right. (RH)13.5% Drink 2017-2022
 14.5
Ch Capdet 2014 Listrac70% Merlot, 30% Cabernet Sauvignon. Aged for 12 months in French●

oak.
Cassis, liquorice, aniseed - very savoury and quite dense. Firm, bold structure, with fruit
intensity to match. Good stuff - but not approachable yet. (RH)13.5% Drink 2020-2030
 16.5
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Ch Fonréaud 2014 Listrac52% Cabernet Sauvignon, 44% Merlot, 4% Petit Verdot. Aged for 12●

months in French oak barriques.
Spicy and smoky nose, dry and firm palate. Very dry and with a little volatile acidity giving an
unkempt edge. (RH)13.5% Drink 2018-2022
 15.5
Ch Lestage 2014 Listrac62% Merlot, 37% Cabernet Sauvignon, 1% Petit Verdot. Aged for 12●

months in oak barrels.
Slightly reductive nose but the palate is perfectly fresh and vibrant. Relatively simple fruit
flavour. (RH)13.5% Drink 2016-2019
 15
Ch Liouner 2014 Listrac70% Merlot, 30% Cabernet Sauvignon. Aged for 12 months in barrel.●

Blackcurrant juice, lots of clove spice, milk chocolate, open and broad and tasty. Lightly chewy
texture. There's a breezy drinkability here that is often missing from Bordeaux. (RH)13.5%
Drink 2016-2021
 16
Ch Vieux Moulin 2014 Listrac70% Merlot, 30% Cabernet Sauvignon. Aged for 12 months in oak●

barrels.
Rich black fruit with quite a cooked style on the palate. Smooth, fine-grained and with sweet
oak influence on the length. (RH)13% Drink 2016-2018
 16

MARGAUX

Ch d'Arsac 2014 Margaux53% Cabernet Sauvignon, 47% Merlot, 80% barrel aged.●

Deep crimson. Deep, a little cedary and lightly spiced, nicely dusty. Oak sweetness on the
palate, with some leafy notes but they just add freshness; rounded and generous. Chewy,
thick tannins but generous. (JH)13% Drink 2017-2024
 16.5
Ch Bellevue de Tayac 2014 Margaux70% Merlot, 20% Cabernet Sauvignon, 10% Petit Verdot.●

Deep crimson. Sweetly oaky on the nose and showing its high Merlot content. Sweet plums
and a touch of spice. Good freshness too. Most of the impact is upfront, falls away, but easy
pleasure. (JH)13% Drink 2016-2020
 16
Ch Deyrem Valentin 2014 Margaux65% Cabernet Sauvignon, 34% Merlot, 1% Petit Verdot, 12●

months in barrel.
Deep crimson. Ripe, slightly dusty dark fruit. A bit of char on the palate, giving it a hard edge
at the moment but there's sweetness in the middle. Slightly sweet/sour on the finish but lots of
flavour and zest. (JH)14% Drink 2017-2022
 16
Ch Fortune 2014 MargauxNew to the classification this year. 74% Cabernet Sauvignon, 26%●

Merlot. 12 months in new oak.
Very dark crimson. Packed with spicy cassis and small-berried fruits, a hint of herbaceousness
but not green. Softly oaky on the palate, a little chalky in texture, the oak might just be a bit
too much for the fruit here. Chocolatey finish. Fresh enough. (JH)Drink 2017-2022
 15.5
Ch Haut Breton Larigaudière 2014 Margaux85% Cabernet Sauvignon, 9% Merlot, 6% Petit●

Verdot. 11-14 months in new oak.
Deep crimson. Delicate, fresh and lightly leafy with plenty of fine cassis fruit. There's some
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sweet oak spice too but it does not overwhelm - surprisingly. Smooth, fresh and very well
balanced. A good harmony of fruit and winemaking. Gentle but persistent. (JH)13% Drink
2016-2024
 16.5
Ch Mongravey 2014 Margaux65% Cabernet Sauvignon, 33% Merlot, 2% Cabernet Franc. Barrel●

aged (60% new).
Light vanilla aroma overlays cassis leaf. Very leafy on the palate too. Fresh and lively - and
very attractive if you like the more leafy style (which I do). You might think there was more
Cabernet Franc in here than there is. Dry finesse to the tannins. Refreshing and dry on the
finish but mouth-watering. (JH)13% Drink 2017-2026
 16.5
Ch Paveil de Luze 2014 Margaux80% Cabernet Sauvignon, 20% Merlot, 12 months in barrel●

(30% new).
Very deep crimson. Subdued and dark-fruited on the nose, with a touch of oak char,
suggesting something quite serious. A cedary note but the oak is well restrained. Dry and
peppery on the palate. Fine and dancing on the palate - lighter than I expected from the nose,
light papery tannins, but well balanced and persistent. (JH)13% Drink 2017-2024
 16
Ch Tayac-Plaisance 2014 Margaux55% Merlot, 40% Cabernet Sauvignon, 5% Petit Verdot. 12●

months in barrel.
Deep crimson. Dark and spicy on the nose with some oak in evidence but not excessive.
Smooth, rounded, with well-managed tannins providing enough structure but no tough edges.
Finishes juicy with a lovely leafy freshness. Lightish but persistent finish. (JH)12.5% Drink
2017-2022
 16
Ch La Tour de Mons 2014 Margaux55% Merlot, 37% Cabernet Sauvignon, 6% Cabernet Franc,●

2% Petit Verdot. 12 months in barrique (40% new).
Very attractive combination of fresh, dark, cedary fruit and a light oak spicy sweetness. Some
sweet chocolate on the palate but nothing in excess. Smooth tannins, accessible and long with
a fresh zestiness on the finish. (JH)14% Drink 2017-2024
 16.5

MÉDOC

Ch L'Argenteyre 2014 Médoc55% Cabernet Sauvignon, 30% Merlot, 15% Petit Verdot. 35%●

new barriques.
Impressive fruit purity on the nose. Attractive tannic chew on the palate, with lovely
integration throughout and a tangy fragrance to the fruit. Very good, a fine advert for cru
bourgeois and a style of bordeaux that can be enjoyed immediately or aged for up to a
decade. (RH)13% Drink 2016-2026
 16.5+
Ch Bégadan 2014 Médoc60% Merlot, 30% Cabernet Sauvignon, 5% Cabernet Franc, 5% Petit●

Verdot. Aged 12 months in barrique, of which 30% were new.
Smoke and slightly horsey aromas on the nose. Juicy red fruit character, crunchy acid, light
palate and a brief finish. There's plenty of ripeness here, but the oak is a little obvious, and
there seems to be something a little un-fresh on the palate. (RH)13% Drink 2016-2020
 15.5
Ch Blaignan 2014 Médoc55% Cabernet Sauvignon, 45% Merlot.●

Confected fruit and sweet, overt oak influence. Modern and sleek but the oak does not
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integrate brilliantly, and there is some bitterness to the fruit. (RH)Drink 2016-2018
 15
Ch Le Bourdieu 2014 Médoc50% Merlot, 50% Cabernet Sauvignon. Aged 12 months in●

barrique, of which 20% were new.
Simple red fruit aromas. Better complexity on the palate, albeit with a sourness that is a little
jarring. Fine for an easy-drinking option, but without great substance or depth. (RH)Drink
2016-2019
 15.5
Ch La Branne 2014 Médoc55% Cabernet Sauvignon, 43% Merlot, 2% Petit Verdot. Aged in oak●

for one year.
Smoky, toasted spice aromas. Plush, expressive cassis to match it on the palate. Great
concentration of flavour here, and strong ageing potential. Well-tended tannic structure.
(RH)13.5% Drink 2017-2022
 16.5+
Ch des Cabans 2014 Médoc53% Cabernet Sauvignon, 45% Merlot, 2% Petit Verdot.●

Fairly suppressed nose, but there is some floral character in the background. Blackcurrant fruit
on the palate but it finishes with a light, bitter note that lacks conviction. (RH)Drink 2016-2019
 15.5
Ch La Chandellière 2014 Médoc65% Cabernet Sauvignon, 30% Merlot, 5% Cabernet Franc. 10●

months ageing with oak staves.
The oak treatment is very evident, and while the flavours are pleasant enough, they dominate
the nose. The palate has routine black fruit and is softly structured, but not especially
engaging. (RH)Drink 2016-2018
 13.5
Ch Chantemerle 2014 Médoc60% Cabernet Sauvignon, 35% Merlot, 3% Petit Verdot, 2%●

Cabernet Franc. Aged 12 months in oak barrel.
Simple nose with a good, ripe blackberry fruit on the palate. Refreshing and firm - shows the
Cabernet Sauvignon influence well. There's just something a little over-extracted about this,
overall. Perhaps needs another year in bottle to relax? (RH)Drink 2017-2022
 16+
Ch La Clare 2014 Médoc45% Merlot, 40% Cabernet Sauvignon, 15% Cabernet Franc. Aged 12●

months in a mixture of barrel and tank.
Ripe fruit aromas - sweet and alluring. Clove spice from oak, simple palate with a soft, yielding
tannic structure. Simple, straightforward finish. Pleasurable and satisfying enough. (RH)12.5%
Drink 2016-2019
 16
Ch Clément St-Jean 2014 Médoc60% Merlot, 40% Cabernet Sauvignon. Aged for eight to 12●

months in oak.
Juicy, plummy fruit on nose and palate. Fine, clay-like tannic texture. Medium body and length.
Could perhaps use a bit more stuffing, but it's well made otherwise, and has decent
persistence. (RH)13.5% Drink 2017-2022
 16
Ch Clos Moulin 2014 Médoc50% Cabernet Sauvignon, 50% Merlot.●

Opulent, fruit-driven nose - very bold and modern. Black cherry on the palate, with much more
structure than expected - this is lovely wine to discover. One of the few crus bourgeois that
really needs proper bottle age. (RH)13.5% Drink 2020-2028
 17
Ch de la Croix 2014 Médoc55% Cabernet Sauvignon, 40% Merlot, 4% Cabernet Franc, 1% Petit●

Verdot. Aged for 14 months in French oak barrels of which 33% were new.
Bright, expressive blackcurrant fruit and plenty of tannic grip. Grainy mouthfeel, impressive
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fruit but the complexity isn't there yet. Worth ageing. (RH)13% Drink 2019-2029
 16.5+
Ch Delhomme 2014 Médoc100% Merlot. Aged 12 months in oak barrel.●

NHB. Black cherry, reasonably grainy palate with quite a thick tannic fuzz on the finish. Needs
some time in bottle for the structure to resolve, but I'm not sure the palate has sufficient
concentration of fruit to last too long. (RH)13% Drink 2018-2021
 15
Ch Fleur La Mothe 2014 Médoc50% Merlot, 40% Cabernet Sauvignon, 10% Petit Verdot. Aged●

in barriques, of which 33% were new.
Straightforward plummy aromas. Medium body and very fine tannin. Easygoing, unchallenging
claret. (RH)12.5% Drink 2016-2019
 15.5
Ch Fontis 2014 Médoc50% Cabernet Sauvignon, 50% Merlot. Aged in oak barrels, of which●

25% were new.
Pure, well-defined fruit with a pleasant red cherry character and perhaps a touch of violet
scent. Attractively subtle oak spice. Good amount of persistence. Nicely done! (RH)12.5%
Drink 2016-2020
 16.5
Ch Gemeillan 2014 Médoc50% Merlot, 50% Cabernet Sauvignon. Aged 12 months in barrique.●

Smoky nose, very savoury black fruit and a good combination of acid and tannin to give
refreshing structure. Vibrant fruit, but the finish is a little short. (RH)13.5% Drink 2016-2019
 15.5
Ch La Gorce 2014 Médoc55% Cabernet Sauvignon, 45% Merlot. Aged 12 months in barrique,●

of which 30% were new.
Clean, precise nose. Simple, light palate that is perfectly drinkable in a basic idiom. (RH)13.5%
Drink 2016-2019
 15.5
Ch La Gorre 2014 Médoc60% Merlot, 35% Cabernet Sauvignon, 5% Petit Verdot. Aged 12●

months in barrique.
Attractive juicy red fruit. Wonderful spicy character too. Lively and brisk palate - the flavours
are great here, and it is framed well in a light, gluggable structure. Lacks the depth and
concentration to develop much complexity, but is a good early-drinking bordeaux style.
(RH)12.5% Drink 2016-2019
 16
Ch La Grave 2014 Médoc85% Merlot, 14% Cabernet Sauvignon, 1% Petit Verdot. Aged in●

French oak barrels.
Fine but insistent tannins give a very traditional, ageworthy structure. Ripe, powerful fruit.
Deserves a few years to open up. (RH)13% Drink 2018-2024
 16+
Ch Greysac 2014 Médoc65% Merlot, 32% Cabernet Sauvignon, 3% Petit Verdot. Aged for 12●

months in tank.
Modest nose, simple palate. Finishes quickly. Not hugely engaging. (RH)13.5% Drink 2016-
2020
 15
Ch Haut-Bana 2014 Médoc55% Cabernet Sauvignon, 45% Merlot.●

Smoked meat character on the nose. Black cherry, blackcurrant, juicy and refreshing with a
sheen of vanilla oak giving modest complexity. Eminently drinkable. (RH)Drink 2016-2020
 16
Ch Haut-Maurac 2014 Médoc60% Merlot, 35% Cabernet Sauvignon, 5% Malbec. Aged for 18●

months, half each in tank and barrel, of which 25% were new.
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Blackberry, liquorice, spice, generous fruit and just enough tannin to give shape without being
intrusive. (RH)13.5% Drink 2016-2024
 16.5
Ch Labadie 2014 MédocMerlot and Cabernet Sauvignon.●

Coffee and smoke aromas - from toasted oak, perhaps? Some bitter notes on the finish, and
there's a little dilution on the mid-palate too. Enjoyable flavours, but doesn't come together as
a whole. (RH)13.5% Drink 2016-2020
 15.5
Ch Lassus 2014 Médoc50% Cabernet Sauvignon, 50% Merlot. Aged in barrique.●

Black cherry, fine tannic paste, juicy acidity. Lacking fruit intensity on the palate and seems
quite mean compared with the general 2014 standard. (RH)13.5% Drink 2016-2022
 15.5
Ch Les Lattes 2014 Médoc52% Merlot, 48% Cabernet Sauvignon. Aged in barrel and tank.●

Black cherry and tight tannic weave - an austere, traditional style of Bordeaux. That's not to
say there's insufficient fruit, but it is primarily defined by the firm structure. (RH)13% Drink
2018-2022
 15.5
Ch Lestruelle 2014 Médoc64% Merlot, 36% Cabernet Sauvignon. Aged in tank and barrel.●

Candied, almost jammy fruit. Attractive plum notes with a strong floral quality too. This is
characterful and distinctive, with a nice pinch of tannic grain to finish. (RH)13% Drink 2017-
2027
 16.5
Ch Lousteauneuf 2014 Médoc70% Cabernet Sauvignon, 20% Merlot, 10% Petit Verdot. Aged in●

oak barrels.
Lovely blackcurrant pastille fruit on the nose. Very fine grain tannin. Subtle oak spice to finish.
Enough fruit density to warrant - and reward - bottle maturation. (RH)13.5% Drink 2018-2029
 16.5
Ch Maison Blanche 2014 Médoc77% Merlot, 20% Cabernet Sauvignon, 3% Cabernet Franc.●

Aged 12 months in tank and barrel.
Rich violet scent. Blackcurrant and plum fruit with a slightly charred edge. Soft tannin and a
refreshing blast of acidity to finish. (RH)13% Drink 2016-2020
 16
Ch Méric 2014 Médoc52% Cabernet Sauvignon, 34% Merlot, 14% Petit Verdot. Aged 18●

months in French oak barrels.
Expressive, fulsome nose with lots of juicy bramble fruit. Attractive black cherry and juniper
note on the palate. Fairly brief finish, but the clarity of flavour is convincing. (RH)13% Drink
2017-2024
 16.5
Ch Moulin de Canhaut 2014 Médoc50% Merlot, 45% Cabernet Sauvignon, 5% Petit Verdot.●

Aged 12 months in one-year-old barrels.
Overripe fruit and something a bit too animal on the nose, I think. (RH)Drink 2016-2018
 14.5
Ch Noaillac 2014 Médoc55% Merlot, 40% Cabernet Sauvignon, 5% Petit Verdot. Aged 12●

months in barrique.
Ripe, juicy red fruit character. Light palate, dry and savoury to finish. Easy drinking but quite
simple overall. (RH)13% Drink 2016-2019
 15.5
Ch de Panigon 2014 Médoc50% Merlot, 45% Cabernet Sauvignon, 5% Petit Verdot. Aged for 12●

months in oak barrique.
Formidable structure and tight-knit fruit. There's a subtle acrid smoke character giving a
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savoury tone to the finish. Generous yet very taut. Really effortless flavours. (RH)13% Drink
2018-2024
 16.5+
Ch Patache d'Aux 2014 Médoc60% Cabernet Sauvignon, 30% Merlot, 7% Cabernet Franc, 3%●

Petit Verdot. Aged for 12 months in French oak barriques.
Blackcurrant, liquorice, cherry and simple spiciness. Balanced and pleasant though not very
interesting. (RH)13% Drink 2017-2020
 15
Ch Pey de Pont 2014 Médoc50% Merlot, 45% Cabernet Sauvignon, 5% Cabernet Franc. Aged●

12 months in oak barrel and tank.
Rich, fruitcake aromas and sweet spice. Generous and plush on the palate with a grainy finish
and plenty of persistence. Lovely dark chocolate finish. (RH)13.5% Drink 2018-2024
 16.5+
Ch Plagnac 2014 Médoc66% Cabernet Sauvignon, 34% Merlot. Aged 12 months in French oak●

barrique.
Candied fruit with a lifted floral note and chewy tannic paste. Quite a heady style - possibly
with some VA in the mix? (RH)13% Drink 2018-2022
 16
Ch Poitevin 2014 Médoc50% Merlot, 45% Cabernet Sauvignon, 5% Petit Verdot. Aged for 12●

months in barrique.
Perhaps very slightly reductive notes here, giving a rubbery edge to the palate. Black cherry,
bitter herby finish. (RH)Drink 2017-2022
 15.5
Ch Pontet Barrail 2014 Médoc50% Cabernet Sauvignon, 40% Merlot, 5% Petit Verdot, 5%●

Cabernet Franc. Aged in barrique.
Luxurious, fragrant and engaging on the nose. Lovely combination of violet scent, spice and
pristine blackcurrant fruit. Lovely firm structure that will age well, but is by no means austere
for early drinking. Classic claret characteristics of cedar and pencil lead already on show -
great stuff, really well done indeed. I see that I liked their 2012 as well. (RH)Drink 2017-2027
 17+
Ch Pontey 2014 Médoc65% Merlot, 35% Cabernet Sauvignon. Aged 18 months in barrique.●

Sour, tight and lean on the palate. Rather grim. (RH)13.5% Drink 2017-2029
 14.5
Ch Preuillac 2014 Médoc58% Merlot, 38% Cabernet Sauvignon, 4% Cabernet Franc. Aged for●

12 months in French oak of which 33% is new.
Black cherry at full blast, rounded and smooth but with plenty of clove character on the finish.
Lively, vibrant, fairly light. (RH)12.5% Drink 2017-2022
 16
Ch Rabaud 2014 Médoc60% Merlot, 30% Cabernet Sauvignon, 10% Cabernet Franc.●

Dark, bitter fruit character that leaves a sour impression on the finish. Simple, unassuming.
(RH)13% Drink 2016-2019
 15
Ch Ramafort 2014 Médoc50% Merlot, 50% Cabernet Sauvignon. Aged 12 months in barrique.●

Blackcurrant juice, soft tannin, bright acid. Tangy and fresh, but rather light in the middle.
Finishes with a bit of smoky scent. (RH)13% Drink 2017-2022
 16
Ch Ricaudet 2014 Médoc70% Merlot, 30% Cabernet Sauvignon. Aged for 10 months in oak●

barrels.
There seems to be an underripeness here, with boxy tannic feel and a bitter, slightly herby
touch to the fruit. (RH)13.5% Drink 2016-2018
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 14.5
Ch Rollan de By 2014 Médoc70% Merlot, 10% Cabernet Sauvignon, 10% Cabernet Franc, 10%●

Petit Verdot. Aged 15 months in barrel and tank.
Well-defined fruit on the palate, despite a fairly discreet nose. Light body, smooth tannin, very
light chew on the finish. Some liquorice notes to give a little complexity. (RH)13.5% Drink
2016-2019
 16
Ch La Roque de By 2014 Médoc50% Cabernet Sauvignon, 50% Merlot.●

Serious, savoury and dense on the palate. Lacks much in the way of persistence though. Could
use a bit more fleshiness and ripeness. (RH)13.5% Drink 2016-2020
 15.5
Ch Sègue Longue Monnier 2014 Médoc60% Cabernet Sauvignon, 30% Merlot, 7% Cabernet●

Franc, 3% Petit Verdot. Aged for 12 months in French oak barriques.
Jammy fruit, dark chocolate, blackcurrant, simple and easy-drinking structure. (RH)13.5%
Drink 2016-2019
 15.5
Ch St-Christoly 2014 Médoc55% Merlot, 45% Cabernet Sauvignon. Aged for 12 months in oak●

barriques, of which 25% were new.
Almost nothing on the nose. Sour palate, under-formed fruit. (RH)13.5% Drink 2016-2018
 14
Ch St-Hilaire 2014 Médoc55% Cabernet Sauvignon, 45% Merlot. Aged for 12 months in●

barrique.
Lively, bright red fruit on the nose. Milk chocolate and pepper spice - nice range of flavour
here, and enough structure and length to make a case for ageability. (RH) 13.5% Drink 2017-
2024
 16.5
Ch Tour Prignac 2014 Médoc60% Cabernet Sauvignon, 40% Merlot. Aged for 12 months in●

French oak barriques.
Blackcurrant pastilles, ripe and opulent with a light dusting of spice on the finish and a touch
of spice. (RH) 13.5% Drink 2016-2020
 15.5
Ch Tour Sernan 2014 Médoc65% Merlot, 15% Cabernet Sauvignon, 10% Cabernet Franc, 10%●

Petit Verdot. Aged 18 months in tank and barrel.
Blackcurrant, cherry and clove spice. Fairly tight structure. Light body. (RH)13.5% Drink 2016-
2019
 15
Ch Tour St-Bonnet 2014 Médoc65% Merlot, 30% Cabernet Sauvignon, 5% Petit Verdot. Aged●

for 20 months.
Crude fruit, simple and plain and dreary. (RH)13.5% Drink 2016-2018
 14.5
Ch des Tourelles 2014 MédocAttractive, fragrant fruit with a pleasant floral quality as well as●

dark cassis character. Fine, dry, savoury finish. (RH)13% Drink 2016-2022
 16+
Ch de Tourteyron 2014 Médoc50% Merlot, 45% Cabernet Sauvignon, 5% Petit Verdot.●

Modern, juicy fruit with a violet character and very finely sieved tannin. Generous but not
overblown. Drinking now, but has enough fine sandy tannin to age for up to a decade.
(RH)13.5% Drink 2016-2024
 16+
Ch Les Trois Manoirs 2014 Médoc55% Cabernet Sauvignon, 35% Merlot, 5% Malbec, 3% Petit●

Verdot, 2% Cabernet Franc. Aged for 12 months in barriques.
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Aniseed and blackcurrant confectionery aromas. Lots of extract and chew on the palate.
Certainly tries very hard, and the flavour depth is impressive, if not the complexity. Try ageing
for a few years? (RH)Drink 2018-2026
 16+
Ch La Valière 2014 Médoc60% Cabernet Sauvignon, 40% Merlot.●

Black cherry, simple and light and digestible. Straightforward finish. (RH)13.5% Drink 2016-
2019
 15
Vieux Château Landon 2014 Médoc70% Cabernet Sauvignon, 25% Merlot, 5% Malbec. Aged for●

12 months in French oak.
Rich, modern fruit style on the nose and palate, yet still very savoury and grainy. A touch of
bitterness on the finish, but nothing too sour. (RH)13% Drink 2016-2020
 15.5
Ch Vieux Robin 2014 Médoc55% Cabernet Sauvignon, 40% Merlot, 3% Cabernet Franc, 2%●

Petit Verdot. Aged for 18 months in barriques, of which 40% were new.
Rather flat and limp on the nose, and the palate seems hollow too. There's sufficient ripeness
and balance, just not much flavour intensity. (RH)13% Drink 2016-2020
 14.5

MOULIS

Ch Anthonic 2014 Moulis71% Merlot, 24% Cabernet Sauviginon, 4% Cabernet Franc, 1% Petit●

Verdot. Aged for 18 months in French oak barriques of which 25% were new.
Richly scented nose, all violet and plum and milk chocolate. Gets the best from Merlot - gentle
texture, plenty of fruit concentration, drinking well now. (RH)13% Drink 2016-2024
 16.5
Ch Biston-Brillette 2014 Moulis50% Merlot, 50% Cabernet Sauvignon. Aged for 12 months in●

oak, of which 30% was new.
Crude, simple fruit. Dry and bitter and chewy. (RH)13.5% Drink 2016-2019
 14.5
Ch Branas Grand Poujeaux 2014 Moulis50% Merlot, 45% Cabernet Sauvignon, 5% Petit Verdot.●

Aged for 18 months in oak barriques, of which 60% were new.
Toasty, smooth, juicy black fruit and plenty of generosity of flavour. Rounded, plump, easy
drinking. (RH)Drink 2016-2022
 16+
Ch Brillette 2014 Moulis49% Cabernet Sauvignon, 48% Merlot, 3% Petit Verdot. Aged for 12●

months in French oak barriques, of which 33% were new.
Tight blackcurrant and black olive flavour - very savoury and verging on the austere. The
structure is just about open enough for drinking now, but it would benefit from modest bottle
maturation. (RH)Drink 2018-2028
 16.5
Ch Caroline 2014 Moulis65% Merlot, 35% Cabernet Sauvignon.●

Black cherry, bright and crunchy on the palate with a simple, fairly light finish. Easygoing and
smooth, but the flavour range is quite limited. (RH)13.5% Drink 2017-2025
 15.5
Ch Chemin Royal 2014 Moulis65% Merlot, 35% Cabernet Sauvignon.●

There's quite a farmyard smell on the nose. Black fruit too, but the 'traditional' style of this
wine leaves it rather too rustic for my taste. (RH)13.5% Drink 2017-2020
 14.5
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Ch La Garricq 2014 Moulis50% Merlot, 36% Cabernet Sauvignon, 14% Petit Verdot. Aged for 12●

months in oak barriques, of which 30% were new.
Rich blackcurrant syrup flavour. Dry, finely ground tannin. Nice balance of ripe primary fruit
and firm structure with enough intensity to promise good maturation. (RH)13% Drink 2017-
2024
 16
Ch Guitignan 2014 Moulis70% Merlot, 30% Cabernet Sauvignon. Aged for 12 months in French●

oak.
Rather sweet vanilla influence on the nose. Powerful black fruit at first, but the finish fades
quickly, leaving quite a rough tannic feel. (RH)13% Drink 2018-2024
 15.5
Ch Lalaudey 2014 Moulis66% Cabernet Sauvignon, 25.5% Merlot, 5% Cabernet Franc, 3.5%●

Petit Verdot. Aged for up to 18 months in French barriques of which 50% are new.
Polished, juicy plum and blackcurrant fruit. Very ripe and round and smooth. Really crowd-
pleasing style, but not dumbed down. (RH)13.5% Drink 2016-2024
 16.5
Ch Moulin à Vent 2014 Moulis75% Merlot, 21% Cabernet Sauvignon, 4% Cabernet Franc.●

Black cherry, a bit of tobacco smoke, fine tannic quality and a good, long finish. Textbook
claret. (RH)14% Drink 2017-2024
 16.5
Ch Myon de l'Enclos 2014 Moulis50% Merlot, 50% Cabernet Sauvignon. Aged 14 months in●

barrel.
Plummy, rich, juicy and soft. Fairly simple flavour profile, but pleasant enough and the
structure has an authentically Bordelais firmness about it. (RH)13% Drink 2018-2022
 16
Ch Pomeys 2014 Moulis55% Merlot, 45% Cabernet Sauvignon. Aged for 12 months in French●

oak barriques, of which 33% were new.
Black cherry, lovely liquorice note that lingers well on the finish. Rounded but grippy tannin.
Lots to enjoy here, with persistence that bodes well for maturation. (RH)13.5% Drink 2017-
2019
 16.5+

PAUILLAC

Ch Fonbadet 2014 Pauillac60% Cabernet Sauvignon, 25% Cabernet Franc, 20% Merlot, 5%●

Petit Verdot and Malbec.
Excellent clarity of fruit flavour - so sleek and polished. Meticulous winemaking. Light tannic
fur. Fairly light for Pauillac in fact, but absolutely right for flavour. Finishes with a dark, savoury
dryness. (RH)13% Drink 2017-2027
 16.5
Ch Plantey 2014 Pauillac55% Merlot, 45% Cabernet Sauvignon. Aged for 12 months in oak●

barrique.
Blackcurrant, cedar, fresh herbs - very charming and fresh on the nose. Has the potency of
Pauillac on the palate - especially on the finish, with the hard-edged tannin. (RH)Drink 2019-
2029
 16.5

ST-ESTÈPHE
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Ch Le Boscq 2014 St-Estèphe60% Merlot, 40% Cabernet Sauvignon. 35% new oak.●

Very dark crimson with black core. Invitingly fragrant with peppery dark fruit and a nice stony
dustiness. Dry, fine texture. A little bit reticent on the palate at the moment. Not as open as
some but with potential. Fragrant and fresh on the finish but not particularly intense. Well
balanced in a lighter style. Mouth-watering finish. Moreish. (JH)13.5% Drink 2017-2024
 16
Ch Clauzet 2014 St-Estèphe55% Cabernet Sauvignon, 40% Merlot, 3% Petit Verdot, 2%●

Cabernet Franc. 14-18 months in barrel, 30-40% new.
Very deep crimson. Ripe but perfectly fresh dark fruit, cassis and plum and just a touch cedary
on the nose. Dry and elegant on the palate. Not particularly long but refined and refreshing,
with a very slight herbal bitterness that adds to the freshness rather than being aggressive.
(JH)13% Drink 2016-2022
 16
Ch de Côme 2014 St-Estèphe50% Cabernet Sauvignon, 50% Merlot, 12-14 months in●

barriques, 20% new.
Inky dark crimson. Aroma is mostly cassis fruit and leaf, fragrant and fresh. Dark and more
savoury on the palate, rounded tannins but finishes a little abruptly. (JH)13% Drink 2017-2023
 15.5
Ch La Commanderie 2014 St-Estèphe50% Merlot, 50% Cabernet Sauvignon, 12 months in●

barrel, 30% new.
Deep crimson. Sweet smelling but fresh dark fruit and a herbaceous overlay. A blend of cassis
leaf freshness and chocolate-smooth sweetness on the palate. Lots of freshness and a gentle
chew to the tannins. Needs a little more time but all the ingredients are in place and there's a
juicy finish even though the tannins are quite firm still. (JH)13% Drink 2018-2026
 16+
Ch Le Crock 2014 St-Estèphe45% Cabernet Sauvignon, 44% Merlot, 8% Petit Verdot, 3%●

Cabernet Franc, 18 months in barrel.
Inky crimson. Not very expressive yet but has depths of dark fruit. The alcohol shows a little on
the nose - slightly spirity as if it were higher than the stated 13.5% (could be last year's label).
Some dark chocolate overlays the fruit and it is all rather closed down at the moment and not
really welcoming the taster. Tannins are firm and the finish long, dry, minerally and spiced.
Wait a bit longer for this one. (JH)13.5% Drink 2018-2026
 16.5+
Ch La Haye 2014 St-Estèphe50% Merlot, 45% Cabernet Sauvignon, 5% Petit Verdot, 12-14●

months in barriques (46% new).
Deep crimson. Some savoury char on the nose, dark, dark fruit, peppery and rocky. Firm, fine-
grained texture. On the leaner and more savoury side but rather good in that style. A little
more leafy on the aftertaste, adding to the freshness. (JH)Drink 2018-2026
 16
Ch Laffitte-Carcasset 2014 St-Estèphe65% Cabernet Sauvignon, 32% Merlot, 3% Cabernet●

Franc, 12 months in barrel (30% new).
Inky crimson. Marked sweet but charry oak aroma dominates the nose. On the palate, juicy
and lively dark fruit, with the oak less obvious than at first. Chewy and satisfying, the fruit
fades a little on the finish, so the aftertaste is slightly lean. (JH)13% Drink 2017-2022
 15.5
Ch Lilian Ladouys 2014 St-Estèphe56% Merlot, 40% Cabernet Sauvignon, 2% Cabernet Franc,●

2% Petit Verdot. 15 months in oak.
Deep crimson. Initially a rather odd aroma - a dairy note on top of the leafy dark fruit? Or
perhaps it is vanilla? And the alcohol shows a little. More pure and fresher on the palate,
cedary freshness too. A bit lean on the palate, though the tannins are attractively dry and fine.
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(JH)13.5% Drink 2017-2022
 15.5
Ch Petit Bocq 2014 St-Estèphe50% Merlot, 49% Cabernet Sauvignon, 1% Petit Verdot. 14●

months in barrique.
Marked oaky aroma of sweet spice and light char, toasty. Toasty char on the palate too, with
thick tannins. You'd have to like overt oak to enjoy this but the fruit and acidity underneath are
well balanced, though it finishes a bit too dry. Maybe the oak will recede. I hope so. (JH)13%
Drink 2018-2024
 15.5
Ch Plantier Rose 2014 St-Estèphe62% Cabernet Sauvignon, 30% Merlot, 8% Petit Verdot, 15●

months in oak.
A meaty note (brett?) on top of the black fruit and some vanilla sweetness. A bit tough on the
finish, which might also suggest brett, though it is slight. Chewy tannins and not much charm.
(JH)13% Drink 2017-2020
 14.5
Ch Sérilhan 2014 St-Estèphe61% Cabernet Sauvignon, 35% Merlot, 4% Cabernet Franc, 16●

months in barriques, 35% new.
Very dark crimson. Fragrant with some red as well as the more typical black fruit - very
inviting. Some oak sweetness too. On the palate, ripe and sweet with flavours of red plum.
Unusual given the high percentage of Cabernet Sauvignon. Juicy, fresh and lively. Distinctive
in this line up of St-Estèphes. Deep and persistent but lively with a firm but not aggressive
tannic grip. (JH)Drink 2018-2028
 16.5
Ch St-Pierre de Corbian 2014 St-Estèphe54% Merlot, 46% Cabernet Sauvignon, 12 months in●

barrel (50% new).
Very dark with black core. Dark, spicy and promising on the nose. Oak is evident but not
dominant. Chewy, chocolate-thick texture, smooth but chewy. Dry and with a rather attractive
restraint in terms of fruit, somehow sophisticated if not welcoming at the moment. (JH)13%
Drink 2018-2026
 16++
Ch Tour de Pez 2014 St-Estèphe50% Cabernet Sauvignon, 45% Merlot, 3% Petit Verdot, 2%●

Cabernet Franc, 14 months in oak (30% new).
Some vanilla on the nose and overall a bit spirity, even though the alcohol is apparently 13%.
Rather lean on the palate, with the oak giving more flavour than the fruit, it seems, so that the
tannins are a bit drying on the finish. (JH)13% Drink 2017-2020
 15
Ch Tour des Termes 2014 St-Estèphe60% Merlot, 30% Cabernet Sauvignon, 5% Cabernet●

Franc, 5% Petit Verdot. 15 months in barriques (50% new).
Deep crimson with black core. Dark and savoury on the nose, dark chocolate, light oak char.
Juicy and dark-fruited on the palate. Savoury but fruity too, dark and fresh, with compact but
smooth tannic texture. Chewy and harmonious with moderate fruit intensity. (JH)13.5% Drink
2017-2024
 16
Ch Vieux Coutelin 2014 St-Estèphe65% Cabernet Sauvignon, 30% Merlot, 5% Petit Verdot.●

70% aged in barrel, of which 33% new.
Inky crimson with black core. Cedary cassis and dark chocolate, quite withheld and dark at the
moment. Restrained and elegant on the palate, all in embryo but with finesse to the tannins,
enough freshness. Refined and promising but not very generous in fruit so that the finish is a
little dry. (JH)13.5% Drink 2018-2026
 16

http://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/view/591921
http://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/view/591922
http://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/view/591922
http://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/view/591923
http://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/view/591923
http://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/view/591925
http://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/view/591925
http://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/view/591924
http://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/view/591924
http://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/view/591926
http://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/view/591926
http://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/view/591927
http://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/view/591927
http://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/view/591928
http://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/view/591928



