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 ܐܒܬ

“I announce to you great news” (lc 2,10) 

 

To all parishioners of the Syriac Church in Canada and to all brothers and sisters who believe 

in Christ. 

 

Dear brothers and sons, 

I congratulate you on this Christmas day and wish you a holy, blessed and rooted life in Jesus Christ. I 
would like to share with you some ideas of the spirit of this beautiful occasion and the meanings of this 
great feast. 
 
I am aware that many of us are living in a state of anxiety, sickness, poverty, fear and hunger. Many 
people also live under the yoke of war, as is the case in Syria, Iraq, Africa and elsewhere. Christmas for 
these people will not be a time of truce, neither relaxation nor rest. The holiday season could pass but 
sicknesses, catastrophes and sufferings would not. Of course, wars and conflicts will not stop and hu-
manity as a whole is in a state of suffering, it moans, it is in a state of parturition and awaits the deliver-
ance. We are all sick and weak and we all seek the seasons of rest, healing and relief. 
 
Here is the season of the feast that comes quickly with its symbols, its mysteries, its secrets, and above 
all the signs of hope, the signs of absolute charity and those of salvation. Let us meditate on the sign that 
the angel gave to the shepherds when he announced to them the great joy. He gave them a unique sign 
saying, "And this is the sign that is given to you: you will find a newborn swaddled and lying in a 
manger." God gave the shepherds and gave us through them, the manger as a sign. Why the manger? 
Why this strange sign? Meditate with me on the mysterious meanings of the manger, it is because through 
it, God has something to say to us, it is the surprising sign by which God speaks to us and divulges the 
mystery of his love. As if the manger summed up all the events of salvation. 
 
We might think it means humility and poverty. But the symbolic truth of the manger goes much further. 
The manger symbolizes food, where the cattle eat, the cattle goes there every day when the animals are 
hungry, where they feed since it is the main source of their survival. The infant Jesus settled in place of 
the food in the manger and he became the real food. God wanted to show his people the source of his 
food, so Jesus was born in a manger because he is the bread of life. He was born to make himself food. 
He said, "I am the living bread that came down from heaven: if anyone eats this bread, he will live 
forever. The bread I will give is my flesh, given for the life of the world "(Jn 6,51). Jesus was born 
in Bethlehem, the ancient city known for more than four centuries and whose name translates as "the 
House of Bread" in Arabic. It is as if Bethlehem waited two thousand years for Jesus "Bread of Life" to 
be born there to discover the true meaning of its name and the sign of the manger being symbolically the 
"House of Bread". 
 



 

The surprising meanings and symbols of the manger do not end there because the wooden boards of 
the manger remind us of those of the cross, it is as if the cross and the nails were prepared beforehand 
in the form of a manger. The aspect of the child Jesus swathed in the manger is identical to the aspect 
of Jesus naked on the cross. In these two aspects, the Lord offers himself as food to the world. Between 
the manger and the cross, reveals a single story: the love of God towards men. It is the sign, it is the 
announcement of great joy, it is the unique and ultimate answer of God to the endurance and misfortune 
of humans, it is "the manger and the cross". Here lies all hope, all love, all salvation and all joy. 
 

On that day we come before Jesus with all our weakness and inability. He comes to us as a little child in 
the arms of his mother to offer us hope and promise. In the darkness of our nights, here he arrives 
peacefully without drum or trumpet, he arrives tenderly without imposing on anyone. He touches our 
hearts, whispers in our ears and says: Do not be afraid, do not be discouraged and do not grieve. Poverty, 
hunger, war, oppression, injustice and darkness will not frighten you now because you are not alone, I 
come to you, I live with you, I share with you your suffering and I will make you strong men. 

 

Beloved brothers and sons, let us look at the light of the star which shines and sparkles in our dark nights, 
let it guide us and let us set ourselves on the path of Bethlehem because it is this star that will lead us 
towards the manger, towards Jesus " Emmanuel "God is with us. 

 

"I announce to you a great joy": Christ is born, Hallelujah. 
 
Laval December 13, 2016 
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