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History of Tahitian Pearls
In the past, pearls were found in oysters that were originally collected for their shells to make buttons. Once
in a while, they would find a fine pearl. These pearls were of a high rarity, and therefore, were very costly.
It is often stated that you would have to open 15 000 to 20 000 oysters just to find a single natural pearl.
From immemorial times, there were only natural pearls. They were extremely rare and more valuable than
diamonds.
Pearl Farming in French Polynesia
In the 30’s, Francois Hervé, administrator of the Tuamotu islands at the time had attempted to experiment
with pearl farming on Apataki atoll with no success. Spurred on by Jean-Marie Domard in Bora Bora, it is
only in the sixties that the first series of oysters were actually grafted and the first pearl farm was developed
by the Rosenthal brothers in 1968 on the island of Manihi.
But it is only in the 80s that pearl cultivation became a significant industry in French Polynesia.
The Birth of a Tahitian Pearl
Tahitian pearls are born in the beautiful pristine lagoons of the Tuamotu Archipelago in French Polynesia.
The conditions of these atolls (a ring-shaped island) are perfect to raise the oysters that will produce these
amazing gems. The pearl oysters found in French Polynesia are the Pinctada Magaritifera Cumingi. The
shells of these oysters have extraordinary colors, which vary from light grey to dark green, and have an
infinite numbers of shades in between. These oysters produce pearls that are often mislabeled “black
pearls” and are in fact officially called “Naturally Colored Cultured Tahitian Pearls” by professional industry
organizations like the GIA and CIBJO.

Map of French Polynesia

The atoll of Fakarava, UNESCO Biosphere Reserve

How to make a Pearl?
It takes 4 to 5 years to make a pearl. It requires a graft from a donor oyster, a nucleus, a grafter and a
surrogate oyster or receiving oyster.

The Pearl Evaluation
Once the pearls have been harvested they go through a cleaning process. Unlike other pearls in the world,
Tahitian pearls don't go through any chemical cleaning process such as bleaching or coloring. All of the
colors are natural colors.
Once cleaned, they are classified according to the following criteria:
1.
2.
3.
4.

The shape
The color
The size
& the quality

It is important to understand these criteria when purchasing a Tahitian pearl.
1.

The Shape
Tahitian pearls come in a variety of shapes:

Round
2.

Semi-round

Drop

Oval

Button

Semi-baroque Baroque Circled

The Color
Tahitian pearls are unique for its natural colors hence its label “Naturally Colored Tahitian Cultured
Pearl”. Tahitian pearls can be found in every color of the Spectrum. Many of the most desirable
pearls contain two, three or more colors all perfectly united on the same pearl giving a unique
body color.

3.

The Size
The size of a pearl is measured with a gauge; however, professionals use a sieve for large volume
of pearls. The unit of measurement is the millimeter (mm) and the pearl is measured by increment
of one millimeter. For instance: A pearl measuring 8.4mm will fall into the 8mm category
A pearl measuring 10.8mm will fall into the 10mm category

4.

The Quality
The quality of a pearl involves:
a)
b)

The surface of the pearl – the amount of imperfections found on its surface
The glow of the pearl – the reflection of the light on the surface and the refraction of the light
through the layers of nacre

TAHITI PEARL MARKET
From our pearl farm to your selection! Tahiti Pearl Market introduced in 2003 the concept of pearlery. It was
created to help our customers find the right pearl to match their desires and to share with them our
knowledge for pearl farming. With the largest selection of loose Tahitian pearls and settings, our customers
are able to select the pearl and the setting of their choice to create their jewelry. They can also select
Tahitian pearl jewelry from our designers’ collections. Our team of friendly and knowledgeable sales
associates will guide them in their selection. We strive to provide elegance, beauty and quality to our
customers.
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Provides the largest selection of Tahitian pearls and settings
History:
•
Pearl farmer since 1994
•
Tahiti Pearl Market established in 2003 as first pearlery
7 stores on the islands of Tahiti, Bora Bora, Taha’a and Rangiroa
Staff speaking: French, English, Chinese, Japanese, Italian, Spanish, and Portuguese.
Tahiti Pearl Lounge available in downtown Papeete for our customers & partners
Duty free / Tax exemption
Lifetime warranty on our Tahitian pearls
Europe & US customer service
Open everyday – Sundays & Holidays included
Complimentary shuttle
Accept all major credit cards

Store locations
Tahiti

Bora Bora

Downtown Papeete
25, Rue Colette
Tahiti, Polynésie Française
Tel : + (689) 40 54 30 60

Vaitape Harbor
Bora Bora, Polynésie Française
Tel : + (689) 40 60 59 00

Tahiti Pearl Beach Resort & Spa
Arue, Tahiti, Polynésie Française
Tel : + (689) 40 83 82 07

Hôtel Sofitel Marara
Bora Bora, Polynésie Française
Tel : + (689) 40 67 60 37

Taha’a

Hôtel Le Méridien
Bora Bora, Polynésie Française
Tel : + (689) 40 60 51 00

Le Tahaa Island Resort & Spa
Tahaa, Polynésie Française
Tel : + (689) 40 60 84 60

Rangiroa
Hôtel Kia Ora Rangiroa
Rangiroa, Polynésie Française
Tel : + (689) 40 96 02 22

