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GENERAL
As the open note on a GDG tuned cigar box guitar is G, the chord and scale maps all start at the G note and 
progress through to F#.

I have set this booklet out so that if you print it double sided and bind it, when opened to a double page, all 
of the chords / scales that relate to that type is presented over the two visible pages, just to make it easier to 
use.

6 STRING GUITAR TO 3 STRING CIGAR BOX GUITAR
If you know the string and fret position on a 6 string guitar in standard tuning, locate the key and then locate 
the same key on the 3 string GDG tuned guitar.  As you can see there are plenty of options to choose from.

6 STRING GUITAR, TUNED E A D G B E

3 STRING GUITAR, TUNED G D G
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CHORDS
READING THE CHORD MAPS

As the open note on a GDG tuned cigar box guitar is G, the chord and scale maps all commence with the 
note G and progress through to F#.

 the chord maps to locate a possible voicing of the chord, locate the root note (red) first and then the notes 
for the other two string.

The spelling of the chord, outlines the preference of the notes.

Select a root note first, in the above case the G.

Then if you can select the next note in the spelling, B, and then if possible select the third, D.

However if the notes are too far apart from the others the pitch may not sound right.  You can hear this by 
pressing the 12th fret on top (G) and bottom (G) strings and leaving the middle (D) string open.  Whilst it 
may have the right spelling, the pitch doesn’t sound right.

As such the 1st and 2nd represent bar chords, and others being inversions of these:

G ---0---12---4---4---7---7---16---
D ---0---12---0---5---5---5---17---
G ---0---12---0---7---4---7---16---

Whilst looking through the various chords for a given note, you will note that the bar chord is the same, but 
the inversions have slight variations, and this is the interesting thing about these various chords.

However at the end of the day experiment with what sounds good to you.
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Spelling of the chord (notes that form it)

Root note



MAJOR CHORDS
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MINOR CHORDS
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POWER CHORDS, 5TH
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DOMINATE 7TH
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SCALES
Generally in this section, the pure scale is presented first, then followed with the same scale but 
supplemented with the 3rd, 5th and 7th blue notes indicated.
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BLUE MAJOR INCLUDING BLUES NOTES
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BLUE MINOR INCLUDING BLUES NOTES
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PENTATONIC MAJOR
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PENTATONIC MAJOR INCLUDING BLUES NOTES
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PENTATONIC MINOR
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PENTATONIC MINOR INCLUDING BLUES NOTES
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PENTATONIC MAJOR, MINOR AND BLUES NOTES
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MIXOLYDIAN
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MIXOLYDIAN WITH BLUES NOTES
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DORIAN
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DORIAN WITH BLUES NOTES
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