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FOREWORD
to the World Social Forum remains strong and more especially through its active 
support and presence at its 2011 and 2013 Forums in Dakar and Tunis.

This legislative term started with the worst financial crisis since the Second World 
War, which very soon turned into an economic, debt, social and political crisis, a world 
crisis of inequalities - a strong momentum for radical political change. It is a crisis 
of global unbalances, caused by an uncontrolled, neoliberal globalization. Citizens 
realise that we live in a very unbalanced world. Money, profits and speculation 
circulate freely around the world, without much control, while it is more and more 
difficult for people to circulate with restrictive immigration policies and border 
controls. Financial markets are globalized, but regulations, where they exist; 
remain national or sometimes regional in the case of the EU. Crises are interna-
tional, but crisis management remains largely national or intergovernmental. 
Competition is international, but its social consequences touch local communi-
ties’ local economies and local employment. Long before the crisis started, the 
Global Progressive Forum denounced these imbalances and sought to develop an 
alternative with a priority given to job creation. 

The Global Progressive Forum also rises from this strong belief, that only 
progressive forces, if they join together, can make another world possible. 
The Forum therefore has worked at bringing together not only trade unions, 
civil society organisations, social democrats, socialist and labour leaders, but 
also progressive thinkers and researchers, to discuss their common vision and 
how to bring about change. Working together with the civil society by developing 
common purposes, common thinking and common campaigns, has been one 
of the key priorities. It has given birth to the Regulate Global Finance, Financial 
Transaction Tax (FTT) and No Tax Haven campaigns, among others, and to the 
Next Left Economic Circle which brings together left wing economists to develop 
an alternative economic response to the crisis. Together, they have reflected 
and fought for a new economic model: an economic model that is sustainable 
on the long term, for people and the planet; an economic model where growth 
delivers decent jobs and funds social protection, a model of inclusive society 
where human dignity and human rights are at the center of any public policy.

The Forum worked at promoting democracy and social progress, together 
with global progressive forces around the world. Our strong support of the Arab 
revolutions through the “Listening to the Mediterranean” project, the creation 
of the Arab Social Democratic Forum (ASDF) in 2013 and the Social Justice in the 
Middle East and North Africa project launched at the 2013 World Social Forum in 
Tunis, through the organisation of meetings, seminars and high-level conferences, 
is one of the essential achievements of this legislative period. Beyond the Arab 
World, initiatives were aimed at developing global progressive networks in Latin 
America, Europe and Africa.

The Global Progressive Forum (GPF) 
is a common initiative of the Party of 
European Socialists, the Progressive 
Alliance of Socialists and Democrats 
in the European Parliament, and the 
Foundation for European Progressive 
Studies supported by SOLIDAR. The 
GPF was created as a result of the success 
of the first World Social Forum held 
in January 2001 in Porto Alegre, in Brazil.
Since its establishment in 2003, the GPF 
has brought together academics and 
researchers, politicians and decision-makers, 
as well as civil society and trade union 
leaders (and activists) from Africa, 
Europe, Asia, the Middle East, India, 
and Latin America to discuss and 
propose alternatives to the negative 
aspects of the current Globalization 
process which specifically affects 
people in need.

The Global Progressive Forum is first 
and foremost an alternative vision 
of the world: A world where people 
circulate without speculation. A 
world where people decide on their 
future - not financial markets; A world 
where solidarity is the rule - not com-
petition; A world where people have 
decent work, and a decent life. That 
is why the GPF was created and also 
why it adopted the same motto as the 
World Social Forum: “Another world 
is possible”. The GPF commitment 

Javier Moreno Sánchez,
GPF Secretary General
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1. COMMITTED TO THE WORLD SOCIAL FORUM 

One of the primary goals of the Global Progressive Forum consists 
in strengthening the links between progressive politicians and 
the civil society, especially trade unions and NGOs, to fight 
together for global progress. During this legislative term, the GPF 
went one step further, by committing to a common campaign 
for a common goal: more tax justice and financial regulation, 
to ensure the financial sector pays its fair share to the conse-
quences of the financial crisis it caused. At the same time, the 
GPF strengthened its commitment to the World Social Forum, by 
organizing activities with other progressive partners, in Dakar in 
2011 as well as in Tunis in 2013. 

The 2013 World Social Forum took 
place in Tunis from 26 to 30 March. 
The GPF organised, together 
with SOLIDAR, and as it had done 
in the previous session in Dakar, 
a series of four workshops, in 
the framework of the official 
programme of the World Social 
Forum. The roundtables in Tunis 
focused on social justice in the 
MENA region, democratic transi-
tions and youth unemployment 
and trade. The Europeans for Fi-
nancial Reform coalition, which 
is campaigning for the FTT, fight 
against tax fraud and tax evasion 
organised an additional work-
shop on tax justice. A common 
workshop was also held with the 
Arab Social Democratic Forum, 
on women’s rights. In addition, 
a parliamentary forum was 
organised as had been done 
previously. SOLIDAR, with the

The GPF has participated in all the meetings of the World 
Social Forum (Porto Alegre, Mumbai, Nairobi and Belem) since its 
launch in 2001. In 2010, by organising field trips and joint work-
shops with its traditional partners (PES, FEPS, SOLIDAR). As part 
of the activities of the WSF, which was held from 6-11 February, 
2011 in Dakar, the GPF went a step further in its commitment to 
the WSF and its cooperation with its civil society partners. The 
four roundtables in Dakar focused on Global Social Protection; 
Immigration, Trade and Decent Work; Natural Resources 
Management and Financial Regulations and FTT and welcomed 
European leading politicians, such as Martine Aubry, President 
of the French Socialist Party, Kader Arif MEP, France, Joe Leinen 
MEP, Germany and Zita Gurmai MEP, Hungary. 
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support of GPF, launched the 
Social Justice in the Middle 
East and North Africa project 
bringing together civil society, 
trade unions, social move-
m e n t s ,  t h i n k  ta n k s  a n d 
progressive political forces.

The World Social Forum started on 26 March with the traditional opening March. Libor Roucek MEP, 
(Czech Republic), Véronique de Keyser MEP (Belgium), Ameer Sachet (SAP-Sweden), Helena Proos 
(SAP-Sweden), Sonja Lokar,  CEE Network( Slovenia), Névine Guirgis, ESDP, (Egypt) and members of the 
French PS delegation took part in this highly symbolic moment - both for the Forum and for Tunisia.

The workshop on Social Justice was co-organised by the GPF and SOLIDAR and moderated by Conny 
Reuter, Secretary General of SOLIDAR and brought around the table Khelil Ezzaouia, Minister for Social 
Affairs and MP (Tunisia); Nadeem Mansour, Executive Director of the Egyptian Association for Economic 
and Social Rights; Partner of SOLIDAR member Norwegian People’s Aid; Pouria Amirshahi MP, France;  
Elisio Rodrigues, President of CITI-HABITAT, Cap Verde; Partner of SOLIDAR member Solidarité 
Socialiste; Vicente Garces Ramon MEP, Spain and Nevine Guirgis, member of the Women’s Secretariat of 
the Egyptian Social Democratic Part.

The workshop on Youth Unemployment was introduced 
and moderated by Beatriz Talegon, IUSY Secretary 
General. Speakers included Jan Royall, Vice President 
of the Party of European Socialists (United Kingdom); 
Youssef Tlili, General Union of Tunisian Students 
(Tunisia); Partner of SOLIDAR member CGIL International 
Cooperation Network (Italy); Hasan Barghouti, Director 
of Democracy and Workers’ Rights Centre (Palestine); 
Global Network Arab States Coordinator; Hamadi 
Jeljeli, President of Création et créativité pour

le développement et l’embauche (Tunisia); Partner of SOLIDAR member Solidarité Laïque  (France); 
Arezki Derguini MP, FFS MP (Algeria) and Rana Khallaf, Youth People of the MENA region and Partner of 
SOLIDAR member Norwegian People’s Aid (Norway).

The workshop “Another Trade is possible” was co-organised by the GPF and SOLIDAR on 29 March at El 
Manar Campus.
The workshop was moderated by Elena Proos, SAP (Sweden). Speakers included Libor Roucek MEP,  Vice 
President of the S&D Group in the European Parliament (Czech Republic); Heba Khalil, Chief of Research 
Unit Egyptian Centre for Economic & Social Rights (Egypt); Partner of SOLIDAR member Norwegian 
People’s Aid (Norway); Bernard Soulage, member of the Committee of the Regions (France); Leopoldo 
Tartaglia, Department Coordinator of CGIL International Cooperation Network (Italy); and Ziad Abdel 
Samad, Executive Director of Arab ONG Network  for Development  (Lebanon).
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World social forum, Tunis, 26 March 2013
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2. THE “REGULATE GLOBAL FINANCE NOW! AND 
FINANCIAL TRANSACTION TAX NOW!” INITIATIVES AND 
THE EUROPEANS FOR FINANCIAL REFORM COALITION

Together with the Arab Social Democratic 
Forum at the World Social Forum in Tunis, 
March 2013
The workshop on Women’s rights was 
co-organised by the GPF, the Arab Social Democrat 
Forum Women, CGIL and SOLIDAR. It took place 
on 27 March in the library of the Faculty of Law. 
The debate was introduced and moderated 
by Marie Arena, a Belgian Senator. Speakers in-
cluded Zita Gurmai MEP and President of PES 
Women (Hungary); Oriella Savoldi, CGIL Interna-
tional Cooperation Network (Italy); Layal Dorra, 
External Relations Coordinator of Democracy 
and Workers’ Rights Centre (Palestine); Global 
Network Arab States; Hafidha Chekir, Professor 
and member of Association of Democratic 
Women of Tunisia; Lobna Jeribi, Member of 
Constitutional Assembly and Member of the 
Political Bureau, Tunisia; Farroudja Moussaoui, 
Association culturelle Amusnaw (Algeria); Partner 
of SOLIDAR member Solidaridad Internacional, 
Fatiha Saddas and Narmin Barzengy (Irak). 

core of their priorities as the only way to 
guaranteeing the success of progressive forces 
in the democratisation processes, Lobna Jeribi 
called on the need for political women’s transversal 
responsibilities to guaranteeing women’s rights 
and empowerment in all fields. Both Layal Dorra 
and Oriella Savoldi agreed that apart from the 
political changes towards women’s rights 
and gender equality, some structural changes 
have to be put into place on the labour market 
if we want to truly empower women and combat 
gender segregation in certain low-paid sectors 
such as health and education sectors. Despite 
the fact that women tend to have better 
educational results, some of the MENA 
countries have to tackle the high numbers 
of illiteracy, especially of rural women.

The workshop on Democratic transition was 
chaired by Libor Roucek MEP and Vice President 
of the S&D Group in the European Parliament 
(Czech Republic). Speakers included Abdellah 
Ahjam, Board Member of Réseau Marocain 
de Jeunesse et de Concertation (Morocco); 
Partner of SOLIDAR member  Solidarité Laïque 
(France); Mona Ezzat, New Women Foundation 
(Egypt); Partner of the Euro-Mediterranean 
Human Rights Network; Kamal Lahbib, President 
of the Forum des Alternatives du Maroc; partner 
of SOLIDAR member ARCI (Italy); Pier Antonio 
Panzeri MEP, (Italy); Bahia Amra, National 
Palestinian Initiative and Ameer Sachet, Member 
of the local Council of Öröbrö (Sweden) as well 
as Nabeel Shaath, Fatah Leader.

Following the introduction by Marie Arena, Zita 
Gurmai MEP took the floor to underline the fact 
that women have been the front runners of the 
revolutions and should remain at the core of 
transition and decision-making processes. While 
Fatiha Saddas emphasised the need to mobilise 
progressive forces from all fields; women NGO’s, 
Civil Society Organisations, Progressive Parties 
and Trade Unions who put gender equality at the
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Nabeel Shaath, Fatah Leader and Libor Roucek, MEP Czech 
Republic
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Seminar in Madrid: The crisis and Fianancial Markets 
Reform

I. First Phase of the campaign: rallying progressive 
politicians and activists to the cause

Martin Schulz, Anna Colombo, Poul Nyrup Rasmussen, Philip Cordery, Anni Podimata

When the global financial crisis started in 2007/2008, the GPF 
decided to strengthen its long standing commitment to fight for global 
financial regulation, to make sure that financial markets contribute 
to the long-term investment needs of the real economy, that savings 
are prudently protected and that the financial institutions, including 
hedge and private equity funds, operate in a way that benefits 
not only the managers and investors but also the workers.

On 21 September  2009, the GPF, together with a number of 
progressive forces, ranging from NGOs to trade unions, citizens, 
academics and progressive politicians, teamed up to form a coalition 
called the Europeans For Financial Reform (EFFR), to spearhead 
a campaign for real reform in our banking and financial system. 
The campaign was launched under the motto “Regulate Global 
Finance, NOW!”. The following year, the coalition decided to focus 
on a campaign to introduce the Financial Transaction Tax (FTT) 
by organising international conferences in Brussels, Madrid, 
Lisbon, Rome, Vienna and Barcelona and international 
action days for activists around Europe. The EFFR coordinated 
with a wider group of NGOs and joined forces for media stunts 
as well as photo and web campaigns. 

result of the devastating financial 
crisis - How will the post-crisis 
economic policy agenda change? 
Will the financial markets 
escape without punishment? 
Has the world learned its lesson? 
International speakers included, 
among others, Prof. Joseph 
Stiglitz, Prof. Jeffrey Sachs, 
and Prof. Stephany Griffith 
Jones, from Columbia University, 
Nicholas Stern and André Sapir.

On 28 May 2010, the GPF, FEPS and IDEAS co-organised a seminar 
in Madrid to analyse and discuss where the world is heading as a
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At the beginning of 2011, we knew the FTT would 
neither be agreed upon at international nor at 
G20 level in the coming years therefore, as a first 
step, it was essential to get it included on the 
European agenda. Socialists MEPs and the PES 
started campaigning with a photo campaign 
and press statements. The EU FTT was first 
mentioned in December 2010 in the Beres Report.  
In April, the EU FTT became a key issue in the report 
on “Innovative sources of financing” by S&D 
Rapporteur Anni Podimata MEP. Within a week, 
hundreds of thousands of petitions were sent, 
using an EFFR web tool, to all MEPs in the European 
Parliament, to support the S&D position. The 
EP finally voted in favour of an EU-wide FTT. 

In May-June 2011, over 1 000 Members of national 
Parliaments, from the socialist and social 
democratic family, signed for a financial 
transaction tax of 0.05% against speculation. At 
the same time, hundreds of thousands of petitions 
sent by the citizens to their Governments called 
on them to introduce an EU FTT, ahead of the 24 
June  European Council, where Heads of State 
and Governments of the EU met to discuss next 
steps on a Financial Transaction Tax. This was 
done through the EFFR web tool, which was 
translated in 8 different languages by the EFFR 
coalition. In April, the German SPD and the French 
PS decided to launch a joint resolution in the 
Bundestag in Berlin and in the Assemblée Natio-
nale in Paris. The proposal was discussed in both 
assemblies on the same morning. Javier Moreno 
Sanchez met, in the French Assemblée Nationale, 
with Pierre-Alain Muet MP, the initiator of the 
French resolution, thus bringing the technical 
and political expertise of the GPF to the common 
PS-SPD resolution. On 22 June (European Day 
of Action), the Mayors of Brussels and Nantes, 
Freddy Thielemans and Jean-Marc Ayrault 
in a high-level meeting called for a Financial 
Transaction Tax with the European Federation of 

However, one day after the vote, Taxation 
Commissioner, Algirdas Semeta, called it 
“irresponsible and premature”, before launching 
a very technical consultation on financial sector 
taxation. The Europeans For Financial Reform 
worked together and signed a common response 
to the EC consultation. In parallel, citizens from 
all around Europe were again mobilized through 
media stunts organised by NGOs, and through 
the web, once again, thanks to the EFFR web 
tool (400 000 petitions). On 8 June, the European 
Parliament reiterated its position and socialists 
called for a tax on financial transactions to give 
the EU a new source of revenue, a position 
defended by Göran Färm MEP in the context of 
discussions on the future EU financial framework 
2014-2020. 

The result was clear: the European Commission 
changed its position. In July, José Manuel Barroso 
announced a proposal for the autumn. With this 
proposal, the FTT would be in the hands of the 

2. Second phase of the campaign: 
Influencing the European Parliament

3. Third phase of the campaign: 
Influencing the European Commission

4. Fourth phase of the 2011 campaign: 
Reaching out to national Governments
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European Member 
States, and that’s 
where the fight at 
national level started.
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on growth. In 2012 and 
2013, Member States finally 
introduced an enhanced 
cooperation procedure for the 
introduction of a Financial 
Tr a n s a c t i o n  Ta x .  E l e v e n 
countries, Austria, Belgium, Es-
tonia, France, Germany, Greece, 
Italy, Portugal, Slovakia, Slove-
nia and Spain, have already 
decided to join forces together 
to implement a financial 
transaction... The European 
Parliament approved this 
project, thanks to the work of 
socialist MEP Anni Podimata 
and with the support of the 
coalition of the Europeans 
for Financial Reform - major 
trade unions and NGOs had 
sent letters to MEPs to call for 
a far-reaching, broad-based 
FTT, with no exemption. As a 
result, the petition website 
http://www.financialtransac-
tiontax.eu/ was re-designed in 
order to focus on the Member 
States concerned by the 
enhanced cooperation pro-
cedure. The S&D Group and 
the PES continued raising 
awareness on the issue with-
in its own political family by 
organising a series of events. 
At the PES Convention in No-
vember 2011, the GPF hosted 
the workshop "From taxing fi-
nancial transactions to taming 
credit rating agencies. Cam-
paigning for financial reform" 
organised by the Europeans 
for Financial Reform. The 
speakers included Stephany 

In 2012, the movements “Occupy 
Wall Streets” were telling us: 
we want financial regulation, 
we want financial taxation, 
we want the financial sector 
to pay for its mistakes, not the 
citizens. This was an open door 
to a wider mobilisation and an 
extended web campaign which 
continued, with increased 
coordination with NGOs, while 
the European Parliament 
was tackling the technicalities 
of the directive in order to be 
able to propose amendments 
and there is room for improvement. 
The S&D Group appointed two 
famous economists, A. Persaud 
and S. Griffith-Jones, to evaluate 
the positive impact of the FTT

Public Service Unions (EPSU) 
General Secretary, Carola 
Fischbach-Pyttel. The European 
Commission published a 
proposal for an EU FTT on 28 
September, and its reinforcement 
and adoption was to be the 
main challenge for 2012.

5. Fifth phase of the 
campaign - Making sure 
the FTT is implemented 
through enhanced 
cooperation 
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Griffith Jones, Columbia Uni-
versity; Pierre-Alain Muet MP, 
PS, France; Carsten Sieling MP, 
SPD, Germany; Senator Ahmed 
Laaouej, PS, Belgium and An-
dreas Botsch, ETUC. The panel 
was moderated by Amir Ghore-
ishi from AK Europa. 
This workshop presented the 
European-wide progressive 
campaign for taxing financial 
transactions and new ideas to 
tame credit rating agencies as 
means to empower citizens 
and hold the financial sector 
to account.

On 19 March 2013, the GPF 
and the FEPS organised 
a roundtable on the FTT 
in the European Parlia-
ment ,  in the framework 
of the Next Left Economic 
Circle. The event was chaired 
by Liem Hoang Ngoc MEP, with 
guest speakers Anni Podimata 
MEP and Economist, Avinash 
Persaud who said that the fi-
nancial sector is very adept 
of using complexity to explain 
to the politicians these issues 
which are extremely complex 
and they often make the is-
sues extremely complicated.
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3. FIGHTING FOR TAX JUSTICE: GPF AND 
S&D MOBILIZING AROUND THE NO TAX 
HAVENS CAMPAIGN AND THE TAX 
JUSTICE = SOCIAL JUSTICE CAMPAIGN

In the framework of the PES Convention (25-26 
November 2011), the Global Progressive Forum 
organised workshops on food speculation and 
tax havens and the PES an EFFR workshop on the 
FTT and CRAs. 

The workshop on Food Speculation was organised 
by the Global Progressive Forum, with the 
participation of Friends of the Earth Europe and 
ActionAid. 

ActionAid focused on the issue of land grabbing: 
What is - and what are the human rights and 
environmental consequences? Marc Tarabella 
MEP (Belgium) spoke about what should be done 
at the EU level in relation to financial markets 
regulation (MiFID), the EU trade agenda and the 
Common Agriculture Policy. The debate was 
moderated by Daniel Pentzlin, Economic Justice 
Campaigner, Friends of the Earth Europe. 

Olivier De Schutter, UN Special Rapporteur on 
the Right to Food, presented the state of play of 
the food crisis, including the issue of high and 
volatile food prices. Issues such as non-food pro-
duction and speculation, as drivers of food price 
hikes, were raised. The environmental and the 
social implications of the current food production 
model were discussed and recommendations to 
the G20 and the EU were made. Laura Sullivan, 
European Policy and Campaigns Manager with 

As a first step, in the framework of the PES 
Convention, the Global Progressive Forum organised 
a workshop on tax havens on 26 November 2011, 
with the participation of the Centre National de 
Coopération au Développement (CNCD) and

Beyond the FTT: food speculation

Moving lines in our family: Workshop on 
Tax Havens at PES Convention 

Tax Havens Workshop
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Eurodad. The speakers included Karine Lahieux 
(PS Belgium), Marta Ruiz (Senior Policy and 
Advocacy Officer, Eurodad), Grégoire Niaudet 
(International Advocacy Department, Caritas 
France - Secours Catholique/France) and John 
Evans (Secretary General, Trade Union Advisory 
Committee, OECD) and was moderated by 
Antonio Gambini (Research Officer, Finance and 
Development, CNCD/Belgium). The workshop 
discussed the state of play in the struggle against 
tax havens, following the meeting of the G20 in 
Cannes in 2011. Issues surrounding the role of 
EU Member States as clients of tax havens were 
raised, and presentations on how local and 
regional authorities have mobilised against tax 
havens took place.

As a second step, the 7th Roundtable of the 
Next Left Economic Circle, on 26 February 2013, 
was dedicated to “Tax Fraud and Tax Evasion: 
closing the loopholes for fiscal justice”, with 
guest speaker Richard Murphy, one of founders 
and key figures of the Tax Justice Network. 
He stressed that there are currently 21 
trillion dollars of assets in tax havens and 1 
trillion Euros lost by Europe in tax fraud and tax 
avoidance and said “We have to commit that 
everybody will pay their fair share. We won the 
argument but we need to win the action now:”
-Tax havens undermine democracy because they 
deny governments the money they need to fulfil 
their mandates - this money that is badly needed 
for education and healthcare. The secrecy 
they create undermines other Governments’ 
taxation systems. We therefore need full 
information exchange. This implies country by 
country reporting - he thanked the EP for its strong 
position on this. We need to know what companies 
are doing, where their assets are, where they are 
making profits. As for corporate tax abuses, he

said, “we have to embarrass the companies into 
compliance. They won’t do that voluntarily”. 
Regarding tax fraud, in the UK, in the next few 
years, one in 6 staff will be laid off in the tax 
administration - and this is a European trend. 
Austerity policies undermine the tax system, by 
downsizing the tax administrations and therefore 
allowing for tax fraud. The debate was chaired by 
Liem Hoang Ngoc MEP with Mojca Kleva Kekuš 
MEP as rapporteur on tax fraud and tax avoidance 
in the European Parliament. In her report, Mojca 
Kleva Kekuš MEP proposes concrete legislative 
initiatives and political action, such as evoking 
bank licences of financial institutions which 
assist their clientele in tax fraud, ensuring a 
Compulsory Common Consolidated Corpo-
rate Tax Base, upgrading and extending the 
scope of the Savings Directive, introducing 
country-by-country reporting for cross-border 
companies, and enhancing the regulation and 
transparency of company registries and registers 
of trusts and foundations of companies.

Making the case in the European 
parliament: Roundtable with MEPs Kleva 
and Hoang Ngoc

_11



level, etc. Tax fraud can now lead to a seven year prison sentence. Hannes Swoboda MEP, President 
of the Group of Socialists and Democrats in the European Parliament, stressed  that according to S&D 
Group study by Richard Murphy, the amount of tax avoidance in Europe represents a loss of 2.000 €uros 
a year per European citizen. Mojca Kleva Kekuš MEP emphasised that the vote, which had taken place 
a matter of hours ago, marked the beginning of one of the most important socialist battles to achieve 
social justice. Karine Berger, MP in the French parliament and Head of Economic Policies in the French 
PS, pointed out that this had been a key week in the fight against tax evasion but noted that two 
countries are still blocking the progress of this initiative against tax havens. Elisa Ferreira MEP, Coordi-
nator of the Socialists and Democrats in the Economic and Monetary Affairs Committee in the European 
Parliament, pointed out that there is a political momentum to address the issue. Antonio Gambini, 
Researcher at Belgian CNCD, underlined that the consequences of tax fraud are particularly serious in 
developing countries.

At the 2013 PES Congress in Rome, the GPF ran 
a photo campaign with the slogan "Tax Justice = 
Social Justice". 
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▶ 2013 S&D Photo campaign and stands

▶ Tax Justice = Social Justice Campaign

	  

Javier Moreno Sánchez, Elio di Rupo and Marie Arena

Catherine Trautmann MEP, Chair of the French 
Socialist delegation in the European Parliament, 
pointed out in her opening speech that the fight 
against tax fraud and tax havens affects public 
policy financing which channels support to the 
most disadvantaged. She stressed the priority 
actions of the French government in this area: 
renegotiating agreements with Switzerland, 
Luxembourg and Monaco, setting up the ne-
cessary infrastructure to make a true economic 
and political government possible at a European

Hannes Swoboda MEP Austria, and Mojca Kleva 
Kekus, MEP Slovenia

In addition to this event, a photo campaign was 
conducted within the S&D Group to invite MEPs 
to campaign for more tax justice.
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4. INTERNATIONAL TAX COORDINATION ON TAX JUSTICE 
AND MOBILIZATION AT THE WORLD SOCIAL FORUM AND 
BEYOND

5. DECENT WORK,  
DECENT LIFE CAMPAIGN

Workshop, Tunis, 28 March 2013

On 28 March 2013, the workshop "The world needs Tax Justice and 
a Financial Transaction Tax "was held at the World Social Forum 
in Tunis. This workshop was co-organised by the Europeans for 
Financial Reform, GPF, SOLIDAR, CNCD-11.11.11, Jubilee South Asia 
Pacific Movement on Debt and Development, Oxfam Great Britain, 
Robin Hood Tax campaign, War on Want, FGTB, Attac Norway, Fried-
rich-Ebert-Stiftung, Tax Justice Network-Africa, ETUC-CES, UBUNTU

Forum, National Nurses United, CIDSE, PSI, TUC. It was moderated 
by Javier Moreno Sanchez, General Secretary of Global Progressive 
Forum (Spain) and Dereje Alemayehu, Murray Worth (UK). 
Speakers included Anne Demelenne, Secretary General of the Ge -
neral Federation of Workers in Belgium (FGTB), Martha Kuhl, RN, 
Secretary-Treasurer of the National Nurses United (USA), Benedikte 
Pryneid Hansen, President of Attac Norway Hernan Cortes, Policy & 
Executive Officer of UBUNTU Forum (Spain) and Philip Cordery MP, 
(France). The workshop merged with another event organised by 
Tax Justice Africa, and speakers also included Dereje Alemayehu, 
Murray Worth (UK) and Alvin Mosioma (TJN Afrika). Progress 
achieved in Europe, especially in France, to address this issue, was 
underlined by several participants. In the US, the demands have 
been linked to the healthcare issue, and US nurses trade unions 
have been at the forefront of the US FTT campaigns. Good practices 
in campaigning for tax justice were put forward: in Europe with 
Europeans for Financial Reform in the UK, with Occupying Wall 
Street and Occupying Vodaphone campaigns in the North of 
Europe with the "tax free cities" campaign.

Discussions continued in the 
framework of a "convergence 
assembly", where the decision 
w a s  m a d e  t o  e n h a n c e 
international coordination for 
a global Tax Justice campaign. 
Problems and solutions were 
discussed. The workshops and 
the assembly paved the way 
for the worldwide campaign 
on Tax Justice, and the text 

The GPF took part in the Decent 
Work, Decent Life campaign 
in the framework of the World 
Day of Decent life, and was 
also present at the ITUC and 
ETUC congresses. Common 
events  were  organised – 
amongst others with SOLIDAR 
– to raise awareness on Decent 
Work issues as well as fringe 
meetings at the MDGs Summit 
in New York, roundtables and 
conferences in Brussels, etc.

"Tax Justice for Social Justice: 
Declaration at the World Social 
Forum 2013 – Tunis" was 
adopted. 

Public Event on Tax Fraud and Tax 
Evasion - Strasbourg, 21 May 2013



On 7 October 2009, the 2nd World Day of Decent 
Work was celebrated. Stemming from the event, 
a global alliance of trade unions, NGOs and 
progressive political forces demanded that 
international and regional institutions put 
Decent Work at the centre of their strategies 
to address the economic crisis. This demand 
was presented to representatives from seven 
regional and international institutions and was 
supported by fifteen high-level political and 
institutional representatives, 120 organizations 
representing over 28 million workers, as well as 
45,000 individuals from Finland to Liberia, New 
Zealand to the United States of America.

The Decent Work for Decent Life Alliance hosted 
a side event during the 2nd ITUC Congress, held 
in Vancouver, Canada, from 21 to 25 June 2010. 
The Alliance has been campaigning for Decent 
Work to become a priority in policy making at 
the national, regional and international level 
and to make it a cross-cutting priority in social, 
trade and development policies. We have come 
a long way, starting in Nairobi in January 2007 
until the 2nd World Day for Decent Work on 7 
October 2009. Speakers at the event included Poul 
Nyrup Rasmussen, Co Chair of the Global Progressive 
Forum, Guy Ryder, Secretary General of the 
ITUC, Amounata Cissé, Deputy Secretary General

of the ITUC, Andre Kiekens, Secretary General of 
World Solidarity, Josef Weidenholzer, President 
of SOLIDAR and John Monks, Secretary General 
of the ETUC.

Decent Work is now recognized as being integral 
to the achievement of all the MDGs; yet progress 
in realising its target has been slow.  Rather, the 
predominance of neo-liberal economic policies 
has fuelled massive unemployment and jobless 
growth, and has led to multiple crises that have 
exacerbated poverty. A concerted focus on 
demand-led growth through employment, 
decent work and social protection is a key to 
sustainable development. This must mean 
prioritizing MDG1, sub-target 1B: which aims “to 
achieve full and productive employment and 
decent work for all, including women and young 
people.” 

The 2nd World Day of Decent Work

Fringe event at ITUC Congress

Fringe event at MDGs Summit in New 
York: “Decent Work and the MDGs: 
Keeping the Promise”
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labour migration (in line with the relevant UN and ILO conventions); 
ensuring that Decent Work is put at the centre of development 
cooperation policies and that efforts towards better policy 
coherence are enhanced. The panel debate focused on the issue 
of decent work, especially concentrating on the acute topic of 
labour migration, on decent work possibilities for migrants. The 
debate addressed the challenges migrant workers face in the 
European Union and how the improved EU policies can ensure that 
migrants contribute best to economic and social development in 
both the host and the sender countries. The debate was a success 
with speakers from various international institutions including 
representatives from the European Parliament, the European 
Commission and the ILO. Guest speakers included: Anna Terrón 
i Cusi, Spanish Secretary of State for Migration; Juan Fernando 
Lopez Aguilar MEP, Chairman of the EP Civil Liberties Committee; 
Conny Reuter, Secretary General of SOLIDAR.

The event set out the case for 
incorporating Decent Work 
objectives into all MDG-based 
policies, and for the upholding 
of aid commitments, with 
significant and adequate re-
sources allocated to the funding 
of these policies. Best prac-
tice examples illustrated how 
Decent Work and Social Pro-
tection strategies can be decisive 
in reversing and lifting people 
out of poverty.

Participants in the event, 
amongst others, were Yonnec 
Polet, GPF Coordinator, Sharan 
Burrow, ITUC Secretary Gener-
al, Georgina Opoku Amank-
wah, ITUC and Conny Reuter, 
SOLIDAR Secretary General. 

On 15 September 2010, the GPF, 
in cooperation with SOLIDAR, 
organised a panel debate at 
a kick-off conference of the 
three-year-project entitled 
"Decent Work for All! - Making 
Migration Work for Development"
in the European Parliament in 
Brussels. The project – shaped 
and implemented by SOLIDAR 
and the GPF – strived to mo-
bilise support from Europe-
an citizens and politicians for 
a rights-based-approach to

Roundtable: "Decent Work 
for All! Making Migration 
Work for Development"
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1. LISTENING TO THE ARAB SPRING ACTIVISTS AND 
PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENTS: FROM BARCELONA TO 
TUNIS

The initiative "Listening to the Progressive Mediterranean" 
consists of bringing together key actors of the "Arab Revolution" 
and European decision makers and thinkers, to discuss 
democratization in the Arab world. The objective is to make it 
possible for European leaders to listen to the experience and the 
expectations of the Progressive Mediterranean people in order to 
build a new progressive partnership. The project was developed 
in partnership with the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and 
Democrats in the European Parliament (S&D Group), the Party of 
European Socialists (PES), the Foundation for European 
Progressive Studies (FEPS) and SOLIDAR.  

It was launched in April 2011, with a first conference organised by 
FEPS and the PES in Tunis, shortly followed by another conference 
in Barcelona on "Democratic transition: fears and hopes". In Oc-
tober 2011, the conference "Building the Bridge to Democracy", 
was organised in Brussels with Poul N. Rasmussen, President of 
the PES and Founder of the GPF. The first Round Table was chaired 
by Véronique de Keyser MEP, Vice- President of S&D Group. It 
allowed a first evaluation of the political, economic and social 
situation in the different countries in the 'Arab World'. These 
discussions gathered together Members of the European Par-
liament and people from the South-Mediterranean region, from 
the civil society, and from PES Member parties and foundations,
as well as bloggers. The second roundtable discussed "new 
partnership for new democracies - concrete steps" and was 
chaired by Hannes Swoboda MEP. It was an opportunity for 
S&D Members such as Said El Khadraouï MEP and Proinsias da 
Rossa MEP to discuss the role of the EU institutions in the de-
mocratisation process. The discussions included topics such as 

financial aid to election watch, 
from capacity building to create 
new grounds for cooperation 
and trade relations, including the 
issue of the on-going negotiations 
between EU and Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC). MEPs Hannes 
Swoboda , Veronique de Keyser  
opened the conferenence. The 
third roundtable was devoted to 
the role of women in democracy, 
chaired by Maria Badia i Cutchet 
MEP, Vice-President of S&D 
Group, and allowed S&D Members 
to  receive  feedback on the 
situation of women in that region, 
to discuss their role in the 
democratic transition process, 
and to exchange best practices. 
The issue of women status in a 
religious State or a State with a 
State religion in Mediterranean 
and European countries was 
tackled. Pervenche Berès MEP 
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and Edit Herczog MEP took part in the debates. The roundtables were followed by work-
shops at the EESC, the FEPS and the PES which they had organised in their respective loca-
tions. With more than 700 connections to the web streaming, in addition to the live blogging of 
the conference, the event was attended by people from both sides of the Mediterranean Sea.

As a follow-up, a workshop on "Arab Revolutions" and a film-debate were organised at the 
PES Convention on 26 November 2011. Invitees included Hanin Khoury, Palestine; YUSI Vice-
President, Nabil Shaath, Former Minister of Palestine; Francisca Sauquillo, Vice-President of 
SOLIDAR, Anna Gomes MEP, Portugal and Dalia Gabr, a blogger from Egypt. Ann Linde, International 
Secretary of SAP Sweden, kindly accepted to moderate. The screening of "Un été à Sidi Bouzekri" was 
followed by a debate with the film director, Anis Lessaoued, and Chema Ben Chaabene, a Tunisian 
lawyer, on culture and democracy, together with Hélène Conway,  a Member of the French Senate.

On 29-30 March 2012, the Global 
Progressive Forum organised, 
together with the FEPS and 
the PES, a two-day conference 
in Tunis, entitled "A progressive 
agenda for a new Arab world". 
The conference started on 
Thursday, 29 March with a networking dinner, attended by parties of the Middle East North Africa region 
and MEPs. The S&D Delegation was composed of Hannes Swoboda MEP, President of the S&D Group, 
both Vice-Presidents of the Group, Véronique de Keyser MEP and Libor Roucek MEP and Maria Muniz 
MEP and Kristian Vigenin MEP. The conference opened with welcoming speeches from Mustapha Ben 
Jaafar, President of the Constituent Assembly, Hannes Swoboda MEP, President of the S&D Group in the 
European Parliament and Sergei Stanishev, PES President.

The first Plenary, entitled "The challenges of democratic transition”, was chaired by Véronique De 
Keyser MEP Vice-President of S&D Group. Speakers included Nabeel Shaath, Commissioner for 
internation al Relations and former Minister of Foreign Affairs, Fatah, Palestine; Khelil Ezzaouia, Minister 
of Social Affairs, Member of the National Board, Ettakatol-FDTL, Tunisia; Carina Hägg, MP, Deputy Group 
Leader Foreign Affairs Committee, SAP, Sweden and Paulo Pisco MP, Portugal. This first plenary meeting 
closed with a photo action on "Solidarity with people in Syria" and was followed by four working groups. 

"Democratisation in process: media, police, justice" was chaired by Karima Souid MP Ettakatol-
FDTL, Tunisia. Speakers included Umut Oran MP, CHP, Turkey; Mohamed Allagui, President of 
the Council Superior for Human Rights and Public Freedom, Former Minister of Justice of the 
CNT, Libya; Bernard Soulage, Member of the PES Group in the CoR, President of the CoR Working 
Group on Turkey, PS, France, Dina Youssef, Local organizer, El Mohandessin, SPAP, Egypt.
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Conferences with young activists, bloggers, and 
progressive movements and politicians

Committing our political family to the project: workshop and film-debate at the PES 
convention

Bringing European and Southern Mediterranean progressive politicians together: 
The Tunis conference



2. SUPPORTING THE CREATION OF THE ARAB SOCIAL 
DEMOCRATIC FORUM: THE CAIRO CONFERENCE 
(JANUARY 2013)

- "Strengthening progressive political parties 
and movements: Political and constitutional 
priorities" was chaired by Javier Moreno Sanchez, 
Secretary General, GPF. Speakers included María 
Muniz, MEP, S&D Group, PSOE, Spain;  Bouquentar 
El Hassane, Member of the Commission of external 
Relations, USFP, Morocco; Bassam Salameh 
Musa Haddadin, Jordan, Muna Duzdar, Member 
of Parliament, SPÖ, Austria and Farida Elallagi, 
Member of the National Consortium of Libyan 
Women, Libya.

- "Progressive challenges: tackling unemployment 
and ensuring social and economic inclusion for 
all, especially for women and youth" was moderated 
by Giacomo Filibeck from PD Italy. 

- The "Perspectives for future trade agreements 
and regional integration" was chaired by Gerard 
Fuchs, Director of the International Department, 
FJJ, France. Speakers included Kristian Vigenin 
MEP, S&D Group in the EP BSP, Bulgaria; Dr. 
Hafedh Zaafrane, Association for research on 
Democracy and Development, Tunisia and 
Hussein Aziz El Masri, Coordinator, CTUWS, Egypt. 

the Political Bureau, FDTL, Tunisia; George 
Sabra, Council member, Syrian National Council, 
Syria; Basem Kamel, Member of the Egyptian 
Assembly, Egyptian Social Democratic Party, 
Egypt. 

The conference closed with the adoption of the 
Tunis declaration, defining a clear roadmap for 
cooperation which included the organisation of 
seminars on constitutional reform with experts 
and representatives from other transition countries.

The Common constitutional seminar took place 
on 7 June 2012 in the European parliament in 
Brussels and was organised by the GPF, the PES 
and the FEPS in collaboration with Ettakatol 
and the Fatah. The opening was presided by the 
two Co-chairs of the Global Progressive Forum, 
Hannes Swoboda MEP, President of the S&D 
Group, and Sergei Stanishev, President of the 
PES. 

The second Plenary, entitled “Progressives 
across the Mediterranean: A new relationship”, 
focused on the way in which the European Union 
is relating to these countries and the way that 
this could be improved through cooperation 
between progressives. Speakers included Libor 
Roucek MEP, Vice-President of the S&D Group, 
CSSD, Czech Republic, Manai Hédi, Member of 
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Exchanging good practice and expertise: 
the common constitutional seminar - 
June 2012

The first session dealt with the declaration of fundamental rights 
and was chaired by Arni Arnason, former Icelandic Minister of 
Economic Affairs, currently involved in the Icelandic constitutional 
process.

A second session focused on the choice of political regime and 
the separation of powers and was chaired by Juan Fernando 
Aguilar MEP and former Minister of Justice. Experts included 
Xavier Philippe, Constitutional Law Professor in France. The third 
session was dedicated to the Civil State and religion in the 
Constitution, chaired by Véronique de Keyser MEP, Vice President of 
the S&D Group and the fourth session to the Constitutionalisation of 
social rights and women's rights, chaired by Ana Gomes MEP,  
Portugal and introduced by Liia Hänni, Estonia, former Member of the 
constitutional assembly. Participants included Hannes Swoboda 
MEP S&D President; Sergei Stanishev, PES President; Ali MHANNA, 
Justice Minister –Palestine; Majed Bamya, Fatah external relations 
representation to the EU; Hadi Shebli, Representative of Fatah for 
the EU; Zeineb Ben Achour  Assistant, Tarek DANISH, Foreign Affairs 
Committee; ESDP Egypt, Karima Souid MP, Tunisia; Fatma Gharbi 
MP, Tunisia; Zied Miled, Member of the political bureau of FDTL, 
Tunisia; Adel FEKIH, International Coordinator of FDTL; Tunisia, 
Mohammed Hussainy, Jordanian Social Democratic Party and Dr. 
Saqqaf, Professor of Constitutional law, Jordan. Chaafa Bouaiche 
MP, Algeria; Balkacem Amarouche MP, Algeria; Hajji Ouafa, Member 
of the National Council and Committee on External Relations from 
Maroc also took part in the discussions. 

MEPs who took part in the debates were: Ines AYALA, Italy; Zita 
GURMAI, Hungary; Boguslav Liberadzki, Poland; Pier Antonio 
Panzeri, Italy; Maria Muniz, Spain; Vital Moreira, Portugal; Kristian 
Vigenin, Bulgaria; Raimon Obiols, Spain; Vicente Garces Ramon, 
Spain; Boris Zala, Slovakia together with Carina HÄGG, 
International Secretary of the Social Democratic Party, Denmark; 
Chiraz El Fassi, Adviser International Affairs, PS, Belgium; Jan Ko-
hout, CSSD, Czech Republic; Karim Pakzad, Coordinator of the In-
ternational Secretariat, PS, France; Nabila Sattar, International 
Project Manager, LP, UK; Marianna Tsirelson, Project Manager 
Middle East & North Africa, EFDS;  Sergio Bassoli, SOLIDAR, CGIL, Italy.

On 19-20 January 2013, the 
GPF organised a conference in 
Cairo, Egypt entitled "A com-
mon vision for a progressive 
Arab world - Listening to the 
Progressive Mediterranean 
"initiative". The conference 
was organised together with 
the PES, the FEPS and Social 
Democratic parties from the 
MENA region. This two-day 
internat ional  conference 
aimed at bringing together
progressive forces from around 
the world to discuss common 
challenges and to identify a 
joint path for a progressive, fair 
and inclusive society through 
a global progressive agenda 
for social justice. The event 
concluded with the creation 
of the Arab Social Democratic 
Forum (ASDF), a forum of pro-
gressive parties in the region. 
This was also an opportunity 
for Hannes Swoboda MEP not 
only to meet with President 
Morsi, but also with the three 
key leaders of the ASDF found-
ing parities - the Egyptian So-
cial Democratic Party, the Fa-
tah Palestine and Ettakatol in 
Tunis. 
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3. BEYOND POLITICAL MOVEMENTS - BRINGING 
TOGETHER ALL PROGRESSIVE FORCES FROM BOTH 
SIDES OF THE MEDITERRANEAN TO SHAPE A 
PROGRESSIVE AGENDA FOR THE ARAB WORLD

The conference started on Saturday, 19 January 
2013 with the GPF Conference “Progressives 
Together for Social Justice and Human Rights”. 
The opening of the conference welcomed Hanna 
Aboulghar, Secretary of Experts' Committee, 
ESDP Egypt; Sergei Stanishev, President, Party 
of European Socialists; Hannes Swoboda MEP, 
President, S&D Group in the European Parliament 
and Mohamed Abulghar, Chairman, Egyptian 
Social Democratic Party. PES President Sergei 
Stanishev and S&D Group President Hannes 
Swoboda underlined the need to improve 
the EU's relations with Egypt and to improve 
democracy in the country. The Socialists and 
Democrats in the European Parliament are ready 
to support Egypt politically and economically 
however Egyptian President, Mohamed Morsi, 
must create a climate of confidence and trust 
both inside and outside the country". 

The closing session was chaired by Jan Royall, 
PES Vice-President, Opposition Leader in the 
House of Lords, LP UK. Guest speakers included 
Hamdeen Sabbahy, Former Presidential 
Candidate, Egypt; Jean Asselborn, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
LSAPLuxembourg Veronique De Keyser MEP, 
Vice-President, S&D Group; and Jean-Christophe 
Cambadelis, PES Vice President, National Secretary 
for European and Foreign Affairs, PS France. 

The third plenary on "Progressive proposals for 
social and economic development" was chaired 
by Ana Gomes MEP, S&D Group. Guest speakers 
included Hania Sholkamy, Member of the Women's 
Committee, ESDP Egypt; Aladdin Terro, Minister 
of the Displaced, PSP Lebanon; Conny Reuter, 
Secretary General, SOLIDAR; Shazia Ilmi, 
Spokesperson, India Against Corruption 
movement. 

JSDP Jordan; Husam Zomlot, Deputy Commis-
sioner for International Relations, Fatah Pales-
tine; Emer Costello MEP,  S&D Group and Karim 
Baloul MP, International Secretary, FFS Algeria.

The second plenary was dedicated to "Youth 
unemployment - progressive solutions" and 
chaired by Madder Wafa, Member of the Political 
Bureau, Ettakatol Tunisia. Guest speakers 
included Ian Lucas, Shadow Minister for Middle
East and Africa, MP, LP UK; Carmen Romero López 
MEP, S&D Group; Urban Ahlin MP, Spokesperson 
on Foreign Affairs, SAP Sweden; Kristian Vigenin 
MEP, S&D Group and Rhmani Jamal, Member of 
the Political Bureau, USFP Morocco. 

debates lively. This was also an opportunity to meet with the Board 
of the newly established Jordanian Social Democratic Party, which 
has since won a few seats in the Jordanian elections and also 
joined the newly created Arab Social Democratic Forum in Cairo in 
January.

The conference was opened by Libor Roucek MEP, Vice-President 
of the S&D Group, together with Jan Royall, Vice-President, Party 
of European Socialists; Hasan Barghouthi, Director, Democracy and 
Workers Rights Centre & Global Network Arab States and Conny 
Reuter, Secretary General, SOLIDAR. This first opening session 
was moderated by Javier Moreno Sánchez, Secretary General of 
the Global Progressive Forum. Libor Roucek MEP also chaired the 
first policy dialogue. Speakers included Basem Kamel, member 
of the Egyptian Assembly, ESDP Egypt; Rachid Malaoui, Syndicat 
National Autonome des Personnels de l’Administration Publique, 
Algeria; Mohamed Bennour, Spokesperson, FDTL Tunisia; Paulina 
Lampsa, PES Presidency Member; Pasok Greece, and Giacomo 
Filibeck, Coordinator International Department, PD Italy. The 
policy dialogue was entitled "Promoting social and economic 
development and Decent Work". 

In October 2012, the GPF co-
organised, together with the 
SOLIDAR, a conference in Amman 
on Social Justice in the Arab World. 
High attendance by both civil 
s o c i et y  o rga n i za t i o n s  a n d 
progressive politicians made the 

The first plenary, which was entitled "Empowering 
people through a decent welfare system - equal 
opportunities for women and men", was chaired 
by Libor Roucek MEP, Vice President of the S&D 
Group. Guest speakers included Neven Mimica, 
Deputy Prime Minister, SDP Croatia; Suzan 
Afifi, Member of the Preparing Committee, 

"Inspiring a revolution is one 
thing, but creating a functioning, 
democratic state is another". 
Hannes Swoboda
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Massimo D’Alema, President, Foundation for European Progressive 
Studies. The first plenary was dedicated to "Identifying the 
common challenges" and the second was entitled: "Towards a 
united progressive movement". Hussein Gohar, International 
Secretary, ESDP Egypt, closed this second day of debates.

The second day on the initiative 
of Social Democrats parties of 
Egypt, Palestine, and Tunisia 
the "Arab Social Democratic 
Forum" was created. The Fo-
rum, attended by 19 major 
parties from the Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA) re-
gion and based on democratic 
and social justice values, was 
also attended by observers 
from sister European, African, 
Asian and South American so-
cial democratic parties and 
unions, including FFS, Algeria, 
ESDP, Egypt, Patriotic union of 
Kurdistan, Iraq, JSDP, Jordan, 
PSP, Lebanon, USFP, Morocco, 
Fatah, Palestine, PNI, Palestine 
and Ettakatol, Tunisia. The 
Forum was convened in partnership
with the Global Progressive 
Forum, the Party of European 
Socialists, the S&D Group in 
the European Parliament, and 
the Foundation for European 
Progressive Studies. 

The opening was chaired by 
Maha Abdelnasser, Deputy 
Secretary General, ESDP Egypt 
and welcomed guest speakers 
Mohamed Abulghar, Chairman, 
Egyptian Social Democratic 
Party; Mustapha Ben Jaafar, 
President of the Constituent 
Assembly, Ettakatol Tunisia; 
Nabeel Shaath, Commissioner 
for International Relations, 
Fatah Palestine and Hamdeen 
Sabbahy, former Presidential 
candidate, Egypt. A Keynote 
speech was delivered by 
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The second policy dialogue was dedicated to 
Instruments for development, trade, democracy 
and Human Rights. The panel welcomed guest 
speakers Jamal Rhmani, Member of the Political 
Bureau, USFP Morocco; Marianna Barsoum, Abgad 
Hawaz Foundation, Egypt; Jamil Mohammed 
Jamil Hajaref, Assistant of Abbas Zaki, Fatah 
Commissioner for Arab relations and relations 
with China; Azzam Smadi, Independent Trade 
Union Confederation, Jordan and Mohamed 
Laaouini, Asociación Bades por la Animación 
Social y Económica, Morocco.

Emilio Menendez del Valle MEP was a guest speaker 
in the third policy dialogue, which was dedicated to 
"Instruments for development – trade, democracy
and human rights", together with Jan Royall, 
Vice-President, Party of European Socialists; Paola 
Salwan Daher, Cairo Institute for Human Rights 
Studies, Egypt; Nabeel Shaath, Member of the 
Central Committee and International Relations 
Commissioner, Fatah Palestine; Farida Ghulam, 
former president of the Bahrain Young Ladies 
Association; and Alsaqladi Mohamed Ghaleb 
Ahmed, former Minister, Yemen. The panel was 
chaired by Carina Hägg MP, SAP Sweden.

On the first day of the conference, the S&D 
delegation met with Almothanna Alcheckh Atiah, 
from the Democratic People Party of Syria. They 
discussed the military and humanitarian situation 
in Syria, and the support by some countries, despite 
the situation, of the current Syrian regime. MEPs 

participated in a field visit to the Zaatari Refugee 
Camp on the Syrian border and demining operations 
in Jaber. In preparation for the field visit, the MEP 
delegation also had lunch with UNRWA not only 
in Syrian but also in Palestinian camps in Jordan. 
The purpose of this gathering was to brief the 
delegation on the situation in Syria and in particular 
the activities undertaken by UNWRA and the needs 
of the people in Syria in the framework of a field visit, 
organised by SOLIDAR member Norwegian People’s 
Aid to the Zaataru refugee camp  on 14 November.

As a follow up of previous events, and in 
partnership with FFS and the Relaunching 
Europe Project of the S&D Group, two 
roundtables were organised in Algeria on 10-12 
April 2013.

The objective of the event was to allow 
European leaders to listen to progressive forces 
from Maghreb, to hear their experiences 
and register their expectations, in order to 
build together a new partnership, based on 
progressive values and policies. That's why 
the common initiative "For a progressive

Maghreb" was launched together with the FFS 
party in Algeria and their President, Ali Laskri.

GPF - Relaunching Europe Roundtables 
in Algeria: A progressive Agenda for 
Maghreb

GPF - Relaunching Europe roundtables 
in Morocco : A Progressive Maghreb for 
Security, Development and Democracy
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The First panel dealt with social justice for 
youth employment and inclusion: developing a 
progressive vision of Algerian economics. 
Speakers included Ali Laskri, Leader of the FFS 
party; Javier Moreno Sanchez, Secretary General 
of the GPF; Hayet Tayati MP, FFS; Dalila Kaci, a 
lawyer defending the rights of Southern Algeria 
workers and Gilles Pargneaux MEP, as well as  
Abdelhamid Abbas MP, FFS ; Lamia Amari, Youcef 
Aouchiche  and Yamina Maghraoui, from SNAPAP. 

The GPF, together with the S&D Group and the 
USFP in Morocco, organised a conference in 
Marrakech on 13-14 November 2013, entitled: A 
Progressive Maghreb for Security, Development 
and Democracy. The conference underlined the 
importance of the Morocco-EU partnership, the 
importance of development as a security and 
democratic  stake for  Maghreb,  and the 
regionalisation of Maghreb as a way to enhance 
security, development and democracy in the 
region. Speakers included, among others, 
Hannes Swoboda 

The second panel was dedicated to Regional 
integration in Maghreb and in the EU. Guest 
speakers included Véronique de Keyser MEP, 
Ahmed Betattache, FFS MP, Abdellatif Abid, 
Ettakatol MP (Tunisia), and Ahmed Dahi, USFP 
MP (Morocco) and Pier Antonio Panzeri MEP. 
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"Union for Mediterranean should 
be first and foremost a union of 
people" 

"We cannot wait.  It is now with 
unions, associations, parties for 
an important Maghreb social and 
economic policy agenda". 
Pierantonio Panzeri

S&D Group President Hannes Swoboda

Gilles Pargneaux,  Karim Baloul, député FFS, 
Hamou Didouche, Député FFS

Nadja Bouaricha (El Watan), Véronique de 
KeyserMEP, Ahmed Betatache (FFS). 
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GPF Seminar on Social justice and Eco-
nomic development in the Middle East 
and North Africa

Second conference in Amman: A common vision for a 
progressive Arab world, 24-25 March 2014 – Amman 

Conference in Granada

MEP, President of the S&D Group in the European 
Parliament; Driss Lagar, President of the Moroccan 
party USFP; Ahmed Zaidi, President of the 
USFP Parl iamentarian Group;  Abdelal i 
Doumou, Vice President of the Morocco Chamber of 
Representative, Véronique de Keyser MEP, Vice 
President of the S&D Group and Javier Moreno 
Sanchez, Secretary General of the GPF. Arab Social 
Democrats were also present, including, among 
others, Ahmed Batatache, President of the FFS 
in Algeria and Hussein Gohar, Secretary General 
of the Egyptian Social Democratic Party (ESDP). 
The roundtables were also attended by civil 
society leaders, such as Conny Reuter, Secretary 
General of SOLIDAR.

On 25 September 2013, the GPF and SOLIDAR 
co-organised, in Brussels, a seminar on the Middle 
East and North Africa region with the participation 
of the S&D Group in the European Parliament 
and the Party of European Socialists. The 
seminar's aim was to support the efforts made 
towards democracy and social justice in the 
MENA region by bringing together progressive 
experts and political forces, to identify economic, 
trade and social policies for a fair and inclusive 
society through a global progressive agenda 
for social justice. The seminar welcomed high

level speakers from the MENA region, such as 
George Sabra (former president of the Syrian Na-
tional Council) and Nabil Shaath (Commissioner 
for International Relations Fatah), but also 
Bernardino León (EU Special Representative for 
the Southern Mediterranean Region),  Véronique 
de Keyser MEP, Vice-president of the S&D Group, 
and Josef Weidenholzer, President of SOLIDAR.

Taking the opportunity of being in the Alhambra, 
a place of great historical and cultural signifi-
cance with regard to the common past of Europe 
and North African peoples, the GPF and the S&D 
Group promoted a public conference on the “Pro-
gressive Euro Mediterranean Dialogue – Peace, 
Progress and Democracy”. The conference was 
held on 13 November 2013 with interventions 
by the S&D Group President, Hannes Swoboda 
MEP, Carmen Romero López MEP and Antonio 
Panzeri MEP; Bernardino León, the EU Special 
Representative for the Southern Mediterranean 
Region and other guest speakers from the North 
Africa countries: Azza Kamel Maghur from the 
Lybian Council for Human Rights; Driss El Yazami, 
President of the Morocco's National Council of 
Human Rights; Ali El Yazghi, Moroccan Member of 
Parliament from USFP; Khelil Ezzaouia, Tunisia’s 
Minister of Social Affairs and Mohammed Azahaf 
and Adel Baba, both intercultural mediators in 
Spain, dealing with North African immigrants.

The conference focused on the discussion of the 
consequences of the Arab Spring and its impact 
on North African countries. In fact, there were 
significant differences of how the different countries 
of the Maghreb were affected by the outbreak 
of revolutionary movements that emerged 
throughout the entire region. 
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Naturally, one of the most important topics of discussion 
was to understand how these claims for change found or did 
not find a match on the Arab Spring’s political aftermath. 

Nonetheless, despite the strong aspirations and claims, there 
are still several challenges and obstacles to overcome in order to 
achieve a better and more democratic system as well as reducing the 
subsisting inequalities. The political authorities still 
lack flexibility and the status quo still favours the elite 
through corrupt practices that weaken the system. More-
over, in all the countries where there were protests, there 
was also an attempt by the more fundamentalist sectors 
of society to emerge and make their way into power. Finally,  the EU 
approach to North Africa was also widely debated, , in particular, 
regarding economic integration, vis-à-vis trade agreements, and 
migration flows. The high numbers of immigration in Europe, with 
a big flow from North Africa, poses several questions in terms of the 
relations between Europe and North Africa and how the challenges 
it poses must be addressed on both sides of the Mediterranean.

– S&D Group, Zoltan Simon, Po-
litical Advisor, S&D Group and 
Magalie Uystepruyst, Assistant, 
Global Progressive Forum. The 
S&D delegation held bilateral 
meetings with the PUK/Irak 
delegation, the Syrian delega-
tion, the Jordanian delegation 
including Jamil Nimri, Member 
of Parliament, the Egyptian 
Delegation, and the Algerian 
and Tunisian delegations. The 
S&D delegation also took the 
opportunity to visit the Za'atari 
Refugee Camp for a field visit. 
At its arrival, the delegation 
had an inter-agency briefing 
(UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP). The sec-
ond part of the conference was 
dedicated to the Arab Social 
Democratic Forum (ASDF) 
and the Kerry Peace Initiative. 

The S&D delegation to the GPF Conference in Amman included MEP 
Hannes Swoboda, President of the S&D Group, MEP Maria Eleni Koppa, 
S&D Group Coordinator in the European Parliament Sub-committee 
on Security and Defence and Javier Moreno Sanchez, 
Secretary General of the Global Progressive Forum, Deputy Secretary 
General of the S&D Group Secretariat. Staff members included 
Céline Bayer, Adviser to President Swoboda and Press officer, 
Cécilia Gondard, Political Advisor, Global Progressive Forum 



1. THE GENEVA GROUP MEETINGS

3. PARLIAMENTARIAN COOPERATION AND REGIONAL 
MEETINGS

2. THE NEXT LEFT ECONOMIC CIRCLE

Neoliberal economics and 
politics have become main 
stream in Brussels institutions 
and this has often been pointed 
out as a major obstacle to 
defending our social democratic 
positions. In September 2011, 
the Foundation for European 
Progressive Studies (FEPS) 
and the Global Progressive 
Forum (GPF) launched the 
Next Left Economic Circle under 
the chairmanship of Liem 
Hoang Ngoc MEP and Stephany 
Griffith Jones (University of 
Columbia, NYC, US). This circle 
meets every two months, 
with one famous Heterodox 
/ Post Keynesian economist 
and attracts 40 to 70 econo-
mists and citizens from the 
European institutions, NGOs 
and Trade Unions, but also 
students and academics, thus 
contributing to spreading 
our progressive ideas further 
afield. In the first year, five 
Roundtables were organised 
with key economists such as 

Clinton Global Initiative, where 
meetings with key Democrat 
leaders and senior academics 
were held. 

2) It participated in the 
conference "After the Financial 
C r i s i s  -  A  P r o g r e s s i v e 
Agenda for Africa" in Cape 
T o w n  i n  M a y  2 0 1 0 , 
organised by the FEPS with 
the Africa Forum, SOLIDAR, 
Fundación Ideas and Olof 
Palme Foundation. The GPF 
also sent a delegation to 
Dakar in February 2012 to 
discuss the Europe-Africa 
partnership. 

3) The Forum of Parliamenta-
rians was held in Dakar on the 
occasion of the Dakar World 
Social Forum (2011) at the 
invitation of the National 
Assembly of Senegal. S&D 
MEPs were able to hold talks 
with African members of par-
liament. Discussions focused 
on the development of 
democracy in Africa and 
throughout the world. The 
meeting enabled participants 
to exchange ideas on the 
main issues of globalisation.

The Geneva Group was set up in January 2006 in Geneva, Swit-
zerland, bringing together socialist political leaders and leaders 
of international organisations in order to develop an effective 
common response among socialists and social democrats to the 
challenges of globalisation. Since then, every year there have 
been high-level meetings in Geneva, where world leaders have 
focused on the most crucial global political issues, searching for 
solutions to these acute problems. Geneva Group Meetings took 
place on 1 February 2010 in Geneva, on 22 June 2010 in Vancou-
ver and on the 7 October 2010 in Washington, DC. Among the 
participants were Pascal Lamy, Director-General, World Trade 
Organisation WTO; Poul Nyrup Rasmussen, President of the 
Party of European Socialists and former Prime Minister of 
Denmark; Massimo D’Alema, President of the FEPS and Former 
Prime Minister of Italy; Richard Trumka, President, AFL-CIO; 
Damon Silvers, Director of Policy & Special Counsel, AFL-CIO, 
Rick Samans, Managing Director, World Economic Forum; 
Robert Johnson, Executive Director, Institute for New Economic 
Thinking; Lawrence Mishel, President, Economic Policy Institute; 
Sarah Wartell, Executive Vice-President, Center for American 
Progress; Ivan Doherty, Senior associate and director of politi-
cal party programs NDI; Pravin Jamnadas Gordhan, Minister of 
Finance, Republic of South Africa ; Nelson Barbosa, Secretary of 
State of Economic policy, Brazil, etc. 

Eckhard Hein, Professor in the Berlin School of Economics and 
Law; Laurent Cordonnier, Economist at Lille University, 
France; Engelbert Stockhammer,  Professor of Economics 
at Kingston University, London; Malcolm C Sawyer, Pro-
fessor at Leeds University, UK; Marc Lavoie, Professor in 
the Department of Economics at the University of Ottawa; 
Henri Sterdyniak, Head of Department at French OFCE; 
Richard Murphy, Tax Justice Network;  James Galbraith, 
Senior economist at Texas University and Guntram B. 
Wolff, economist at Bruegel Think Tank. 

The last roundtable of the Next Left Economic Circle was 
dedicated to "A critical analysis of the Troikas" and was 
co-chaired by Alejandro Cercas, Social Affairs Committee 
coordinator. Guest speakers included Panagiotis Roumeliotis, 
former MEP and Vice president of the Pyreaus Bank. 
Jürgen Klute MEP and Anni Podimata MEP were also 
present. Among the failures of the Troika programmes, he 
mentioned the mismanagement and misevaluation of this 
unprecedented crisis by the IMF, the Eurozone authorities, 
and the European Governments, and the ability of a 
cooperation-driven system rather than community based 
system to deal with crises. Social consequences of the 
Troika were ignored, and might lead to another crisis in 
Greece. Drawing lessons from this experience, speakers 
stressed the need to reform the European Central Bank, 
to create community-based debt crisis management 
mechanisms. Debt settlement systems such as European 
debt mutualisation or cancellation, debt restructuration 
methods, and evaluation of reasonable debt levels, tak-
ing into account social and economic policies fostering 
growth, was also discussed.

The GPF took part in a number of regional meetings
1) With regard to Asia, the GPF attended the Australian 
Labour Party meeting on 29 April 2010 and took part in 
a delegation to China. A number of delegations were or-
ganised to the US, under the chairmanship of Poul N. Ras-
mussen and in the framework of its participation to the 
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Last roundtable of the Next Left Economic Circle 

Zita Gurmai,  Henri Weber, Corina 
Cretu Kristian Vigenin



4) In 2011, fifteen years after the 4th World 
Conference on Women and the adoption of the 
Beijing Platform for Action, the GPF strongly 
supported the initiative of PES women led by 
their President Zita Gurmai MEP, together with 
PES Youth Organisation, ECOSY to draw more 
global attention to gender inequality issues, 
at the 54th session of the Commission of the 
United Nations on the status of Women taking 
place in New York. The event emphasized the 
double discrimination faced by migrant women 
and launched the PES Women campaign "My Body, 
My Rights", drawing more substantial attention to 
women's sexual and reproductive health rights.

5) The GPF also took part, on 19-20 April 2012 
in Rome, in the 2nd Progressive Parliamentary 
Leaders conference. “Rewrite the world",  which 
was organised by the Parliamentary Group of 
the Italian Democratic Party, in cooperation 
with Global Progress and the Progressive 
Parliamentary Network. Recognizing the 
relevance of a parliamentary gathering of all 
progressives to find common answers to common 
challenges, Hannes Swoboda MEP and 
Javier Moreno Sanchez, respectively Co-Chair 
and Secretary General of the Global Progressive 
Forum, spoke at the event stressing the need for a 
global progressive movement and for networking 
among progressive parliamentary groups.

6) The S&D Group also co-organised the World 
Parliamentary Forum at the Tunis edition of the 
World Social Forum (2013), and Véronique de 

Keyser MEP co-chaired the opening of this event. 
A number of bilateral meetings were also held 
with the EU Delegation, media representatives 
and magistrates’ representatives, to discuss 
freedom of the press and media in the region.

Having acknowledged that the Latin American 
continent was a key player in today's world and 
that Latin American progressive movements 
were playing a key role in these positive trends, 
while existing international socialist fora have 
not proven to be proper platforms to build strong 
relations with these partners, one of the key 
priorities of the GPF was to strengthen its 
relation with Brazil’s Partido dos Trabalhadores 
and the Foro de Sao Paulo. 

During a visit to Europe in June 2010, Valter 
Pomar, former PT International Secretary and 
current Executive Secretary of the Foro de São 
Paulo met, among others, the GPF Secretary 
General Javier Moreno Sanchez and several 
PES member parties to highlight the importance 
of creating a link between the Foro and the 
European socialist family. In this context 
he extended an invitation to attend the Foro’s 
20th anniversary meeting in Buenos Aires which 
was attended by PES member parties (PS-France,
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Brazilian PT

Foro de Sao Paulo

Conference with the Foro 
de Sao Paulo: EU and Latin 
America: Progressive 
Dialogue over the Atlantic

PSOE-Spain, DP-Italy). In January 2012, the PES attended the 
founding of the European Secretariat of the Foro de Sao Paulo in 
Madrid, Spain. PS France and DP Italy were also present. At this 
meeting strong pressure was exerted on the PES to strengthen 
its relation with the Foro by means of regular political exchanges, 
even on an informal basis.

As a follow up, a delegation was sent to the 4th Congress of Brazil’s 
Partido dos Trabalhadores. The Global Progressive Forum Delega-
tion, led by Secretary General Javier Moreno Sanchez, visited Brazil 
on 21-23 May 2012. A number of bilateral meetings were held in Sao 
and Brasilia with, among others,  Gilberto Carvalho, Minister of the 
Secretariat General of the Presidency; Aloizio Mercadante, Minister 
of Education; Luis Dulci, Director of the Instituto Lula; Arthur 
Enrique, President of the CUT; Paulo Teixeira, Member of the 
Federal Parliament; Iole Iliada, International Secretary of the PT; 
Valter Pomar, Executive Secretary of the Foro de Sao Paulo and 
Nalu Faria, Coordinator of the Sempreviva Organização 
Feminista. Javier Moreno Sanchez also spoke at the SOLIDAR 
Global Network conference on "The role of labour movement 
organizations in shaping the international cooperation agenda 
after 2015" (22-24 May 2012) in Rio de Janeiro. 

The Foro de Sao Paulo (FSP) is an umbrella organisation that 
gathers close to a hundred left-wing political parties of Latin 
America. The FSP was created in 1990 by the Brazilian Partido 
dos Trabalhadores (Workers’ Party) and since has assumed its 
leadership by always holding the Executive Secretariat. The parties 
that form the Foro represent very different spectra of the left 
and include members from the far left, to communists or former 
communists to social democratic parties. 

In 2012, the first GPF observatory mission to the meeting of the Foro 
de Sao Paulo was organised:  a GPF delegation of two MEPs -Vicent 
Ramon Garces and Andres Perello Rodrigues- attended from 3 to 6 
de July 2012 in Caracas, Venezuela. A second observatory mission 
was sent to the Foro de Sao’s 19th meeting, which took place in São 
Paulo from 31 July to 4 August 2013. 

From 27 to 30 January 2014, 
the GPF welcomed a delega-
tion of the Foro de Sao Paulo 
to Brussels and organised the 
conference "EU and Latin 
America: Progressive Dialogue 
over the Atlantic". This de-
legation was composed of 4 
members from Frente para la 
Victoria ("Front for Victory") 
of Argentina, Frente Amplio 
(Broad Front) of Uruguay, Partido 
Socialista Frente Amplio (So-
cialist Party Broad Front) of 
Ecuador, and Frente Socialista 
(Socialist Front) of Porto 
Rico. It paved the way for 
future, reinforced cooperation, 
especially regarding economic 
and social policies, given that 
the Latin American region, led 
by Socialist Governments, is 
currently showing strong signs 
of a sustainable economic and 
social growth while European 
conservative austerity policies 
fail to deliver. A series of bi-
lateral meetings included the 
PES, FEPS, SOLIDAR or the 
Belgian Socialist Party with a 
view to strengthening the ties of
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4. STRENGTHENING LINKS WITH OUR 
LATIN AMERICAN PROGRESSIVE 
PARTNERS - BRAZILIAN PT AND FORO DE 
SAO PAULO



reflection and cooperation on both sides, as well 
as introducing them to the Progressive Alliance 
movement.

The conference held on 29 January in the European 
Parliament was a fitting end to the Foro de Sao 
Paulo three-day visit to Brussels. The debate 
focused on the relations between EU and Latin 
America, namely between left-wing parties, the 
issue of left-wing coalitions and unity and the 
economic and social development models of 
both continents. The successful setting up of 
platforms of common understanding that gathered 
and united the different parties from the left 
wing spectrum in Latin America pave the way to 
the possibility of unifying the different left-wing 
forces and seeking common ground for global 
political alliances. These platforms were the 
result of several years of negotiations and 
intense debate that eventually led to diminishing 
the differences that separated the several 
political parties and forces and allowed them to 
find common points of interest. It was through 
these achievements that the left came out united 
and formed the electoral coalitions that would 
lead it to power in Latin America. 

The role of the USA and the American liberal and 
capitalist model and the economic and social 
development models in Latin America and in 
Europe, as well as the current global crisis, were 
subjects of intense debate. 

The Gezi Park protests, that led to the creation 
of the Taksim Platform, gathering activists from 
different spectrums of society, fighting for different 
policies in the city of Istanbul, quickly spread to 
other cities of Turkey. It was soon clear that the 
protests were part of a major claim for reform 
and democratization, against the government. 
The police and military forces brutal repression 
of the activists, mostly engaging in peaceful 
protests, revealed the authoritarian nature of 
President Erdogan's government and the lack 
of respect for the fundamental rights of people, 
which constitute the very nature of a democratic 
regime. Moreover, the still unresolved dispute 
with the Kurdish population, who lack the 
recognition of their political and social rights, the 
on-going undefined path towards Europe, the 
disrespect for the principles of a secular State, on
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Prof. Dr. Koray Çalışkan from the Bosphorus University and a 
columnist at Radikal newspaper - and two public roundtables.

▶ The first roundtable was on the Fundamental rights and 
freedoms in Turkey - moderated by Prof. Dr. Ayhan Kaya from the 
Istanbul Bilgi University with the participation of Prof. Dr. Fuat 
Keyman, from the Sabancı University; Prof. Dr. Mithat Sancar 
from the Ankara University; Çiğdem Aydın from KADER (Chaldean 
Assyrian Non-Governmental Organization); Nadire Mater, from 
Bianet newspaper and Libor Rouček MEP - whereas the second 
focused on the Kurdish solution and constitutional changes - 
moderated by Ezgi Başaran, from Radika with the participation 
of Dr. Sezgin Tanrıkulu, Turkish MP and member of the Executive 
Committee of the CHP; Prof. Dr. Büşra Ersanlı from the Marma-
ra University; Meral Danış Beştaş, BDP Deputy President; Prof. Dr. 
Rıza Türmen, Turkish MP, member of CHP and former judge of the 
European Court of Human Rights and Béla Szombati from the 
Delegation of the European Union to Turkey.

▶ A programme of Bilateral meetings, including CHP members, 
the Taksim Platform, DISK (Trade Union) and the Mayor of the Şişli 
District in Istanbul, Mustafa Sarigul.

The GPF hold a conference on Women's rights in Turkey on 20 
March 2014 in the European Parliament in Turkey, with Maria Ele-
ni KOPPA MEP, Javier MORENO, General Secretary of the GPF and 
Marc Tarabella MEP. Mrs. Koppa MEP stressed the importance of 
better understanding women rights in Turkey. Gender equality and 
women rights not only in the EU but around the world, is part of the 
S&D Group priorities. As stressed BY J Moreno Sanchez, listening 
to the progressive Mediterranean and helping social progressive 
forces in the region was a priority for the Global progressive 
Forum in the last years, especially when it organized an 
international conference in Istanbul last year at Taksim square. 
Turkish MP Safak PAVEY, underlined that today, in the Turkish 
society, too many women are victims of violence. She also showed 
a documentary film about those mothers' experiences.

which modern Turkey was 
founded, are of great concern 
given the country's current  
situation. It was in this context 
of political and social turmoil 
that the Global Progressive 
Forum and the Friedrich Ebert 
Stiftung Istanbul, with the 
support of the S&D Group, 
organised a conference in Istanbul 
on 22- 23 November 2013 to 
discuss the present and future 
democratic challenges of Tur-
key, both internally and within 
Europe.  The S&D Delegation 
was composed of the President 
and Vice-President of the 
S&D Group, Hannes Swoboda 
MEP and Libor Roucek MEP, 
respectively, the S&D Vice-
Chair of the Delegation to the 
EU-Turkey Joint Parliamentary 
Committee, Maria Eleni Koppa 
MEP, and the Secretary General
of the GPF, Javier Moreno 
Sánchez. The events consisted 
of:

▶ A public conference - moderated 
by CNN Turk reporter Şirin 
Payzın, with the participation 
of Prof. Ahmet Insel from the 
Galatasaray University Istanbul; 
Şafak Pavey, Turkish MP and 
member of the Executive 
Committee of CHP; Tayfun 
Kahraman, President of the 
Chamber of City Planners Istanbul 
Branch of the Union of Chambers 
of Turkish Engineers and 
Architects (TMMOB); Maria 
Eleni Koppa MEP and Assoc. 
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Women's Right in Turkey Conference 

5. EASTERN PARTNERSHIP: 
FROM ISTANBUL TO BELGRADE

Bela Szombati

Maria Eleni Koppa, MEP Greece



joined the European Parliament right after Austria's accession 
to the EU and was leading candidate of the SPÖ in following 
elections (2004, 2009). He is known as an engaged parliamentarian, 
having served in 15 committees, 11 delegations and the 
rapporteur of countless reports. Through his regional focus 
on south-east Europe, central-Asia and Russia and his steady 
contribution to the fight against political extremism and 
promoting minority rights, Hannes is considered to be an expert 
of European integration. Having served as a Vice-president of the 
S&D, his law and economics background, the 14 years representing
 the interest of employees in the Vienna Chamber of Labour as 
well as the nine years he served in the Vienna Assembly and 
Municipal Council provided him with vast prior experience and 
knowledge of foreign affairs, urban development, education, 
health, housing and labour policies.  

Hannes Swoboda was 
selected President 
of the S&D Group in 
January 2012. As a 
staunch pro-European 
a n d  a  d e d i ca te d 
member of the Social 
D e m o c ra t i c  Pa r t y 
in Austria (SPÖ), he

Sergei Stanishev was 
born on 5 May 1966. 
He studied history 
in which he holds a 
PhD. He was a visiting 
fellow in International 
R e l a t i o n s  a t  t h e 
London School of eco-

nomics and Political Science. 
Prior to his political career he 
worked as a journalist. In 1996, 
he became Head of the Foreign 
Policy and International Relations 
Department of the Bulgarian 
Socialist Party. He was elected 
Member of the Bulgarian Parlia-
ment. Since December 2001, 
he has been Chairman of the 
National Council of the Bulgarian 
Socialist Party. He was re-elected 
as Party Chair in 2002, 2005 and 
2009. From 2002 to 2009 he was 
a member of the PES Presidency. 
Sergei Stanishev was Prime 
Minister of Bulgaria from 2005 to 
2009. During his term as Prime 
Minister, Bulgaria became member 
of the European Union. Currently, 
he is a Member of the Parliament 
and Chairman of the Parliamentary 
Group of the Coalition for Bulgaria.

He has written more than 50 
publications on foreign policy 
issues in Bulgarian and inter-
national periodicals. In 2009 he 
published the book “Because we 
are socialists”.

On the 24 November 2011, he 
became PES President. His priorities 
for the PES in 2012 included 
promoting and developing the 
PES alternative to austerity only 
policies, based on creating jobs 
and investing in sustainable 
projects that can ensure a return to 
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growth, fighting youth unemployment, protecting democracy  where it is under threat across Europe, 
and continuing the PES renewal process underway ‘Our Vision for Progressive Societies in the 21st 
Century’. 
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The two co-Presidents

The 3 former Presidents

 The Secretary General

Hannes Swoboda, President of the S&D Group in the 
European Parliament

Poul Nyrup Rasmussen 

Martin Schulz 

Josep Borrell Fontelles

Javier Moreno Sánchez

Sergei Stanishev, PES President

is the founder of the GPF. Having played a leading role in Danish politics for over 
a decade as Prime Minister and leader of the Danish Social Democrat Party, Poul 
Nyrup Rasmussen was elected President of the Party of European Socialists (PES) in 
April 2004. He has been a leading figure in the development of new policy ideas and 
initiatives for European social democrats, as chair of the PES High Level Group on 
Globalisation and Chair of the PES Lisbon Network.

grew up in Würselen, Germany, and first got involved in local politics in 1974. He 
became a counselor for the German Social Democratic Party in 1984 and Mayor of 
Würselen three years later - the youngest mayor in the region's history.  In 1994, 
he was elected to the European Parliament, first serving on the Sub-committee on 
Human Rights and then on the Committee on Civil Liberties and Home Affairs. In 
2004, he was elected Group leader of the European Socialists in the Parliament. After 
the elections in 2009 he was re-elected leader of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists 
and Democrats in the European Parliament with an over-whelming majority. He is 
currently President of the European Parliament.

the Secretary General, is a former Member of the European Parliament and currently 
President of the European Federation of the PSOE (PSOE Europa). Prior to his 
election as a member to the European Parliament in 2004, Javier Moreno had a wide 
experience within the European Institutions which commenced in 1991. Elected for 
the Spanish list of the Socialist Group in the European Parliament in 2004, he served 
on the Committees for International Trade and the Committee for Civil Liberties 
where he concentrated his work on the fight against illegal immigration. He was 
Deputy Secretary General of the PES from 2004 to 2006. He is now also Deputy 
Secretary General and Head of the Foreign Affairs Department in the S&D Group in 
the European parliament. 

former President of the European Parliament (2004-2007), is also a former Chair of 
the Global Progressive Forum. 



www.globalprogressiveforum.org s-d.gpf@europarl.europa.eu34_ _35

The TEAM

Main PARTNERS
Yonnec Polet Joao Albuquerque 

Sylvie Rurakamvye
Cécilia Gondard 

Alexandra Salmon-Bobek

David Capezzuto

Magalie Uystepruyst 

is Deputy Secretary General of the Party of 
European Socialists and head of the department 
of Foreign Affairs. He is a Belgian national with a 
BA in International Studies and Political Science 
from the Université Libre de Bruxelles, Belgium. 
In 2004, he joined the PES and became part of the 
GPF Team. He is also very much involved in NGO 
work in Belgium. He was President of the CNAPD 
(Coordination National d’Action pour la Paix et 
la Démocratie), the largest peace and citizens’ 
rights platform in French-speaking Belgium. 
He has been President of Reso-j, the platform 
of youth organizations of the Parti Socialiste, 
since 2008. He is also member of the PS National 
Bureau.

Directorate, before joining the S&D Group in 2007 
as an assistant for Delegations and Transatlantic 
Relations. In addition to her mother tongue, she 
speaks English, German, Spanish and Portuguese. 

The Global Progressive Forum has also a website 
and a virtual club. Visit our website:  
www.globalprogressiveforum.org

worked in the GPF team as a political advisor 
from September 2013 to March 2014. Joao holds 
a Master's in International Relations from Lisbon 
University and has worked for Portuguese 
industries for several years, before joining the 
S&D Group in the European Parliament. 

Assistant, is a Belgian-Burundi national with a 
BA in Marketing Management from ISFCE and a 
complementary MA in International Finance from 
J.M. Corporate University. Inspired by several 
work experiences in Communications, she joined 
the PES three years ago working in the Secretary 
General’s office and moved to the GPF team in 
January 2008.

is a French national. She holds a BA in European 
Studies from La Sorbonne and a Masters in 
European Business from the ESCP-EAP – European 
School of Management. After having worked for 
two years in marketing in Paris, Cecilia came to 
Brussels where she worked for the Party of 
European Socialists as an assistant on financial 
regulation in the EU Policy Department. Cecilia 
joined the GPF team in the European Parliament 
as an Administrator in November 2009.

Assistant and Photographer, is an Austrian 
national with a BA in Translation from ISTI 
Belgium. She joined the S&D Group in the European 
Parliament in 1995 following the Civil Liberties 
Committee, then working for the Group's Press 
office and in the Cabinet of the President, Martin 
Schulz. She worked with the GPF Team from May 
2010 to June 2012. 

also an Administrator, is an Italian and Australian 
national with a BA in International Studies and 
Political Science and a Master’s in Diplomacy and 
Statecraft from the University of Birmingham, UK 
and a DEA in Political Science from the Université 
Libre de Bruxelles, Belgium.  After working 
in Australia for two years in the media sector, 
David moved to Brussels and joined the Party of 
European Socialists as Assistant in the Interna-
tional Department. David worked for a Member 
of the European Parliament with the position of 
Head of Office until 2008 before becoming part of 
the GPF Team as Political Advisor until June 2013.

is a French national and has recently joined the 
GPF Team. She worked for 7 years in the European 
Commission, Employment and Social Affairs 



W W W. G L O B A L P R O G R E S S I V E F O R U M . O R G
S-D.GPF@EUROPARL.EUROPA.EU

DESIGNED BY ADGRAFICS DESIGN STUDIO
WWW.ADGRAFICS.EU


