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 The topic of this research paper is the effect of environmental contamination on the rights 

of the residents of Villa Rodrigo Bueno. Rodrigo Bueno is an in informal settlement in the city of 

Buenos Aires that was established in the early eighties. Since the economic crisis, like many 

other informal settlements within the city, Rodrigo Bueno has been faced with threats of forced 

eviction from the government. The government justifies these claims on the grounds that the 

settlement is occupying lands that officially belong to the Costanera Sur Ecological Reserve 

which was established in 1986. Also, the government claims that the settlement is contaminating 

the environment of the Ecological Reserve, which as protected land should be safeguarded from 

any environmental pollution. In contradiction to these claims, the government has also made 

Villa Rodrigo Bueno the site of extremely dangerous environmental contamination, by either 

allowing or overlooking the dumping of abandoned cars inside the villa. For over a decade now 

the Federal Police has been depositing these derelict vehicles in the settlement to create what 

residents now call the car “cemetery.” This car “cemetery” has contributed to the various causes 

of environmental contamination that Rodrigo Bueno faces. Toxins from the eroding cars leech 

into the soil, water, and air; when residents come into contact with these toxins, their health is 

gravely jeopardized. One toxin in particular that has significantly impacted the children of the 

settlement is lead. Long-term exposure to lead has been proven to cause a number of 

neurological damages in children such as reduced IQ, behavioral disorders, learning and 

visuomotor functions deficiency, as well as to lead to impaired cognitive development, behavior 

disorders, impaired hearing acuity, and reduced size.  

 Everyday life in Rodrigo Bueno is made more difficult by the unbearable living 

conditions the residents are subjected to. The government has suspended the supply of clean 

water, electricity, garbage collection and gas. In order for any semblance of livable conditions, 

the residents have had to implement the different systems they lack through clandestine 

measures. The general infrastructure of the settlement is inadequate since the government has not 

supported any urbanization as of today; this contributes to the dangerous living conditions as 

well.  

 In order to understand the situation of Rodrigo Bueno one must first understand why the 

settlements of Bueno Aires are currently being threatened with forced eviction. Global processes 

such as privatization, economic deregulation, and state reform have affected the urban space 
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drastically in the twentieth century. In regards to Buenos Aires, since the nineties state reform 

has supported projects of urban renewal, and privatization has allowed foreign investors to 

sponsor such projects. As a result, the housing market has become more competitive and the 

aspiration to “beautify” the city has led to the gentrification of poorer sections of the urban 

space. Consequently, the growing housing infrastructure has become geared towards high-

income sectors of society, while low-income sectors are left searching for more affordable means 

of housing, which as a result led to the increase of informal settlements. When the formal market 

became inaccessible to large portions of the society, these low-income sectors had to create 

informal housing strategies. These new strategies were seen in the form of informal settlements, 

which appeared in unused and unsuitable land, such as under highways, next to railroad tracks or 

in environmentally contaminated areas. After the 2001 economic crisis the government used the 

housing market once again to revitalize the failing economy, this resulted in the now prevalent 

forced evictions of the informal settlements, and what Rodrigo Bueno is facing today.  

 Despite the many laws enacting the obligations of the state to protect the rights of its 

citizens, such as the residents of Rodrigo Bueno, the state has failed to do so and even succeeded 

in violating several human rights through its actions in this settlement. In addition to the right to 

housing violated by the threat of forced eviction, the government has also violated the right to a 

healthy environment, the right to health, and the rights of children, through its actions 

contributing to the environmental contamination of the car “cemetery,” and its inaction regarding 

the lack of sanitary services like garbage removal.  

 In conversing with residents of the settlement it was clear that the struggle to retain and 

exercise their human rights has been a long and tiring struggle, which as of now has been 

fruitless. The residents recognize that they possess certain inalienable human rights, and realize 

that the government is violating them with their actions or inactions; however, despite the years 

of work put into their struggle, and the numerous lawyers and organizations working on their 

behalf, the government has refused to respond to the resident’s demands.  An upcoming court 

ruling will determine if Rodrigo Bueno will urbanize or not, and after that it is just a matter of 

getting the government to come through with their responsibility in advancing the urbanization.  
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Introduction:  

The right to a healthy and safe environment fit for a standard of living adequate for ones 

welfare is one that members of informal settlements seldom have the privilege to enjoy. In an 

article from 2006 in La Nacion Buenos Aires was reported to have approximately 150,000 

people living in informal settlements. In the last five years that figure is said to have increased by 

30%. The government of Buenos Aires recognizes the existence of twenty slums within the city, 

some of which receive assistance from social benefit plans and development programs. However, 

there are many more settlements that do not receive these benefits, formally called 

“asentamientos”, or informal settlements; included in this group is the settlement Rodrigo Bueno. 

Rodrigo Bueno is a settlement located next to the Costanera Ecological Reserve near the affluent 

neighborhood of Puerto Madero. Since the nineties the area of Puerto Madero underwent 

considerable urbanization aimed at modernizing the city. The Rodrigo Bueno settlement poses a 

setback for major development actors who plan on using the land that the settlement is located on 

to build high-rises and luxury homes. Consequently, the residents of Rodrigo Bueno have been 

threatened with forced eviction since 2005. The influence of major urban development actors, 

like the Constructora IRSA, investors, entrepreneurs, and finally, the state, have framed the 

policy of eradication of the settlement.  

The population of the settlement is now over 1,000 families from Paraguay, Peru, and the 

interior of Argentina. The conditions of the settlement are drastic, with the community members 

living without drinking water, plumbing infrastructure, electricity, or gas. As well as the threat of 

eviction imposed on the settlement, Rodrigo Bueno faces extraordinary environmental 

contamination threatening the health of the areas inhabitants. The settlement has been the 

dumping grounds of the Federal Police for abandoned cars for over a decade now. Through 

weathering and rainfall toxic chemicals and runoff leech into the ground and the environment of 

the settlement. The demolition of 175 houses through a housing subsidy awarded to families 

willing to leave Rodrigo Bueno, has generated piles of debris which, included with the car junk 

yard, the brimming septic tanks, and garbage piles, add to the unhealthy and unsafe 

environmental contamination of the site. The government is reluctant to offer garbage collection 

to the settlement, and thus the problem continues and worsens as time passes. The various health 

problems specifically concern the dangerous levels of lead in the water, air, and soil of the 

settlement, which among all of the residents, affects the health of children most.  
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The objective of my research was to study the environmental contamination of the 

Rodrigo Bueno informal settlement and how this affects the rights of the community members. 

However, although I started out with one main objective, my research expanded into the study of 

more issues in order to incorporate the circumstances in which Rodrigo Bueno exists. Therefore, 

in addition, I have researched the various actions by the residents, and outside organizations, 

concerning any progress concerning solutions to the contamination problem and living 

conditions. There were many aspects to take into consideration for this project, since not only 

does the settlement face the problem of environmental contamination, but also forced eviction by 

the government. To understand the situation of the community, and other settlements of Buenos 

Aires, I have researched the relationship between the government, the settlements, and the 

various interest groups of urban planning that want to eradicate and relocate the settlements. I 

have also researched the theoretical framework behind global urban processes and how this has 

in turn affected Buenos Aires, and consequently Rodrigo Bueno. Within this context I have tried 

to answer the question: which rights are at stake for the residents of the informal settlement 

Rodrigo Bueno?  

 

 

Methodology:  

My field research was conducted in the Rodrigo Bueno settlement, in which I conducted 

interviews with community member Elizabeth and other residents who were willing to speak 

with me on the subject of the environmental contamination and how it affected them. These 

interviews were carried out in one site visit to Rodrigo Bueno, during which Elizabeth, Nuria, 

and I toured the settlement, observed the various sources of environmental contamination, and 

spoke to four other community members. Two of the members were mothers whose children had 

been involved in the ongoing research regarding lead contamination in the children residing in 

Rodrigo Bueno. The other two residents were a man and a woman who lived within the 

settlement. The interviews were approached from an environmental contamination perspective, 

in order to view how these residents felt, and were affected by the pollution, but also included 

examining what their priorities were in terms of urbanization, housing rights, and the ongoing 

struggle between the government and the Rodrigo Bueno residents.  
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I also conducted other interviews with professionals working within the settlement. My 

first interview was with Maria Elia Capella who is a lawyer working with Rodrigo Bueno 

residents in their appeal against eviction. The second interview was with Dr. Joaquin Bovisio 

who is a doctor that did research within the settlement concerning the health effects of the 

environmental contamination of lead on the resident’s health. I then interviewed Mariel Acosta 

from the organization ACIJ, which focuses on establishing working mechanisms that allow 

citizens to report acts of corruption in the government, in order to facilitate legal investigation, 

prosecution, and penalization of corruption. 1 

My secondary sources consist of legal documents from ADHP, ACIJ, La Defensoria Del 

Pueblo, Diario Z, La Nacion, Mundo Urbano, La Justa, and Instituto Argentino Para El 

Desarrollo Economic. 

Reference framework: 

In order to understand what type of city Buenos Aires is today and how urban space is 

produced, it is important to analyze the impact of global processes on a city. This requires 

knowledge of the network of actors and institutions which affect the production and 

appropriation of the city, such as the state, residents, investors, and entrepreneurs. Then, we will 

examine how these factors affect the inhabitants of the Rodrigo Bueno settlement. 2  

Latin American countries emerged into the global economy during the eighties and 

nineties, creating significant changes in their economic framework. One change was the 

privatization of public enterprises and the reduction of the active role of the state, in order for the 

market to operate freely without any obstacles. Also, in many countries, there was a decline of 

manufacturing development and extensive development in the service sector. This resulted in 

changes in the labor market, such as the growth of informal employment, declining wages and 

growing unemployment levels. Consequently, this created a more unequal social structure, which 

was displayed dramatically in the urban space. 3 

																																																													
1 "Rights and Community Building in Urban Slums." Asociacion Civil por la Igualdad y la Justicia 
2 "La Politica de Erradicacion en el Asentamiento Rodrigo Bueno Costanera Sur. Un Analisis desde la Dim." Mundo 
Urbano. 
3 "La Politica de Erradicacion en el Asentamiento Rodrigo Bueno Costanera Sur. Un Analisis desde la Dim." Mundo 
Urbano. 

Comment [W1]: Global,	state,	to	specifically	Rodrigo	Bueno	

Comment [W2]: Economic	background	of	Latin	America	
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State reform, economic deregulation and privatization have laid the foundation for the 

transformation of urban space which leaves settlements like Rodrigo Bueno in situations of 

forced eviction. 4 

The Global Processes that Effect Urban Space: 

The societal development of urban centers is determined by the capitalist mode of 

production; in particular, the twentieth century was marked by global economic development 

that impacted Latin American urban centers with increasing population densities. Globalization 

is recognized as the “process that accompanies capitalism since its inception” which in turn plays 

an important role in geographical reorganization i.e. urban centers; in order for capitalism to 

thrive it requires a space for transportation, communication, infrastructure, and technology, all of 

which facilitate the accumulation of capital. Much of the capital that fuels this system is invested 

in real estate space which in turn produces uneven temporal and geographical development.5 

Geographical inequality is created by the “intensity of capital investment rich regions, which 

increases the wealth of these areas, while poor regions become relatively poorer.” One theory 

presented by Edgard Soja in Geografias Postmodernas is that the survival of capitalism depends 

on uneven geographic development and the differentiation of space.6 However, the result of this 

creates a division in society and the exclusion of the most vulnerable sectors of society, formally 

known as gentrification. In Acerca de la Gentrification, Hilda Herzer defines gentrification as 

the process resulting from the conversion of socially marginal areas of the central city, into areas 

of residential use for the middle class7. According to Herzer in the last decade gentrification has 

become a “global urban strategy” through which socio-spatial segregation is manifested; lower 

income sectors are displaced by capital investments in urban areas that were once degraded but 

then intended to become modernized and profit forming. For her, gentrification has to specify a 

few specific conditions: the displacement of at least a portion of low-income residents, the 

physical improvement of the neighborhood, and in part, changing the social character of the 

																																																													
4 "La Politica de Erradicacion en el Asentamiento Rodrigo Bueno Costanera Sur. Un Analisis desde la Dim." Mundo 
Urbano. 
5 Harvey, David (2000). Espacios de Esperanza. 
6 Soja, Edgard (1989) Geografías postmodernas 
7 Herzer, Hilda (2008) “Acerca de la gentrificación” en Hilda Herzer, et.al. 

Comment [W3]: Affect	of	state	reform,	privatization,	and	
economic	deregulation	on	transformation	of	urban	space	



11	Iglesias-Musachio	
	

neighborhood. 8This results in a process of residential segregation by which the population of 

cities is located in spaces of homogenous social composition within the same, but clearly 

heterogeneous in relation to other neighborhoods.9 

 With the deregulation of markets capital investments were brought to Latin America in 

the form of large malls and luxury homes, which segregated the high-income sectors within 

gated communities away from the city. The difference between the socially homogenous 

neighborhoods is the access to quality services such as infrastructure, health, education, 

transportation, public safety, and recreational areas. This creates socio-discrimination of the 

lower- income sectors because not only do they lack the access to the quality and quantity of 

certain services, but this situation could hamper their access to sources of employment, 

education, culture, and recreation that is fostered with the linkage and relationships between 

people of other social classes, which in turn leads to progressive social isolation.  

Therefore it is thought that spatial segregation is an manifestation of social inequality, 

inequality which according to Herzer became more acute after the change in the labor market 

and role of the state. Furthermore, gentrification is not possible without state intervention, since 

the displacement of lower-income sectors is done through acts like forced evictions, or 

compulsorily situations where the state forces families to move with compensation such as 

housing subsidies.  

Urban Renewal Specific to Buenos Aires: 

 The processes of urban renewal, gentrification, and urban policy are impacting the city 

of Buenos Aries and make clear the network of actors with interests in the Rodrigo Bueno 

settlement. Since the 2001 economic crisis there has been a significant rise in poverty, which has 

not only been manifested through the population growth in villas, but in the development of 

purported “new urban settlements.” These can be described as informal settlements that are 

“implanted in empty spaces scattered in different parts of the urban fabric” such as next to 

railroad tracks, under highways, in empty parks or areas of the city. The term "New Urban 

Settlements" (NAU) has been developed since 2006 by the Defensoria Del Pueblo to refer to the 
																																																													
8 Herzer, Hilda (2008) “Acerca de la gentrificación” en Hilda Herzer, et.al. 
9 Kaztman, Rubén (2001) “Seducidos y abandonados: el aislamiento social de los pobres urbanos” 
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informal processes of the occupation of land or buildings, private or public, for low-income 

families without organization and planning prior to the occupation.10 As of 2007 the Defensoria 

Del Pueblo has identified 30 of these new settlements, all of which exhibit extremely precarious 

building infrastructure, lack basic services, are on unsuitable land, and produce unsafe and 

unhealthy living conditions for the families that live there. The increase in population within the 

villas has been manifested not only through the development of building construction, but 

through increasingly overcrowded conditions.  

In recent years a new informal housing market has responded to the demand of those 

social sectors that cannot access the formal housing market. With the exception of the last 

military dictatorship, which violently expelled nearly all inhabitants from these types of 

settlements, the state has aimed at eradicating the villas with programs including housing 

solutions, such as providing housing subsidies through cash grants. However, the approach of the 

state in the villas has been and continues to be inefficient in providing for the growing sectors of 

the population that cannot access the private housing market. “The housing policy cannot be 

separated from an economic context marked by social exclusion, unemployment and job 

insecurity, which impedes or prevents access to decent housing for growing sectors of the 

population.”11 The state requires policies that regulate the operations of the private housing 

market and develop public housing programs for those social sectors that cannot access decent 

housing.12 

According to Vanina Lekerman, since the nineties the planning policies of the city began  

to have a bias towards entrepreneurs and foreign investors in the urban renewal process; the state 

policies have incorporated urban revitalization and beautification in certain areas of the city, 

while the housing policy has ignored the low income, susceptible sectors, which in turn generates 

‘socio-spatial’ and residential segregation.13 In addition a socio-spatial segregation theory by 

Dattwyler Hidalgo called “state precariopolis segregation” asserts that through urban policies, 
																																																													
10 "La Politica de Erradicacion en el Asentamiento Rodrigo Bueno Costanera Sur. Un Analisis desde la Dim." 
Mundo Urbano. 
 
11 Herzer, Hilda (2008) “Acerca de la gentrificación” en Hilda Herzer, et.al. 
12 Buenos Aires. Defensoria Del Pueblo de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires. "Cementerio de Autos Ubicado entre la 
Reserva Ecológica y la Villa Rodrigo Bueno." 
13 Lekerman, Vanina (2005) “Procesos informales de ocupación de tierras en la Ciudad de Buenos Aires. ¿Villas o 
asentamientos? El caso del asentamiento Costanera Sur. Los excluidos del sueño”. 



13	Iglesias-Musachio	
	

the state distributed the poorest populations to specific peripheral areas under insecure 

conditions. 14 

The urban renewal process that started the enhancement of the city of Buenos Aires in the 

late nineties was initiated through privatization, development, and improvement of the nationally 

owned port of Puerto Madero.15 The project of renovating Puerto Madero was implemented 

through the Corporation Puerto Madero SA, which is governed by private businesses, yet whose 

shareholders are the national government and the city of Buenos Aires. The aim of this 

partnership was to sell or contribute these port lands to private actors in order to incorporate this 

area into the broader plan of urbanization of the coastal strip. This project relies on the ability of 

the state to transfer public lands to corporations and to develop them to the standards of urban 

development; in the case of the Costanera Sur project the land proposed for development is 170 

hectares. Through this method, the lands will be turned into residential, commercial, and 

entertainment oriented spaces aimed at high-income sectors. In this way, according to Henri 

Lefebvre in El Derecho a la Ciudad, “the town becomes a consumer quality product, for tourists, 

foreigners, and high-resource sectors.”16 Through this type of real estate development the 

urbanization of these lands can obtain extraordinary surplus incomes by the purchase and sale of 

public lands whose initial value is very low but its final value is very high. This is due to the 

process of the recovery of land and buildings, driven by the state, through planning policies, 

public investments (like services, public spaces, and infrastructure) and the exchange of public 

land to private interests for development. This is the type of urban renewal that Puerto Madero 

underwent and which is now threatening the area south of the port, where the settlement Rodrigo 

Bueno exists.17 

It is important to take into consideration how the economic crisis of 2001 impacted the 

situation of the settlements within Buenos Aires. Prior to 2001 the use of forced eviction by the 

																																																													
14 Hidalgo Dattwyler, Rodrigo (2007) ¿Se acabó el suelo en la gran ciudad?: Las nuevas periferias metropolitanas de 
la vivienda social en Santiago de Chile. Revista EURE (Santiago), mayo 2007, Vol. 33, No.98, p.57-75. ISSN0250-
7161. 
15 Rodríguez, María Carla, Bañuelos, Carla y Mera, Gabriela (2008) “Intervención-no intervención: ciudad y 
políticas públicas en el proceso de renovación del Área Sur de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires, en Hilda Herzer, et al. 
16 Lefebvre, Henri (1968) El derecho a la ciudad. 
17 "La Politica de Erradicacion en el Asentamiento Rodrigo Bueno Costanera Sur. Un Analisis desde la Dim." 
Mundo Urbano. 
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government was much less prominent than after the economic crisis. After 2001 the economy 

was clearly very bad, and the measures taken to revitalize the financial system were to expand 

and renew the housing market. This was done through mass construction and beautification of 

the city’s urban spaces. Therefore, with this new objective to renew and urbanize the city’s 

spaces, many of the settlements taking up useful land were threatened with forced eviction and 

pushed out to the outskirts of the city. Since then settlements have continued to face this 

imminent threat, and many are challenged with the same struggles of Rodrigo Bueno.   

 

The Effect of Urban Renewal on Rodrigo Bueno: 

Rodrigo Bueno is an exemplary case of contested land, with its location on the coast 

opposite the Rio de la Plata and the prospect of developing high-end real estate, concerning 

various actors: real estate agents, investors, the Ecological Reserve, and the residents fighting for 

their settlement. 

Since the mid-nineties the area of Puerto Madero was distinguished by large increases in 

state and foreign investments aimed at modernizing the city and obtaining high profit rates. 

Rodrigo Bueno has presented a setback for those interested in investing in the Puerto Madero 

area, however since mid-2005 the state has proceeding in forcing eviction on the residents of the 

settlement, displacing 175 families who volunteered for a housing subsidy.18 The Government of 

Bueno Aires justifies this action by claiming that the settlement is established on a land mass 

where development is impossible. However, it is clear that there are other factors leading to this 

decision, such as the existence of actors with conflicting interests such as the state and the major 

urban development actors, in this case, Constructora IRSA, investors, and entrepreneurs.19 

The Civil Reserve Association “Neighbors Autoconvocados” has claimed that the 

inhabitants of the settlement have seized lands that belong to the ecological reserve. The City 

Council of the City of Buenos Aires declared that area a Natural Park and Ecological Reserve 

																																																													
18 "La Politica de Erradicacion en el Asentamiento Rodrigo Bueno Costanera Sur. Un Analisis desde la Dim." 
Mundo Urbano. 
 
19 "La Politica de Erradicacion en el Asentamiento Rodrigo Bueno Costanera Sur. Un Analisis desde la Dim." 
Mundo Urbano. 
 

Comment [W4]: History	of	Buenos	Aires	modernization	
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through Ordinance 41247 in 1986. That same year around 30 families had settled on the area 

now known as Rodrigo Bueno, causing tension and conflicts with the reserve. The 

representatives of the reserve are said to be in favor of the removal of the settlement, not only 

because of the indiscretion of its occupation of this land, but also for polluting the environment. 

In this way, the reserve “also opposes the construction of a mega real estate by IRSA, given the 

strong environmental impact this project can generate.”20 

The Role of Constructora IRSA: 

In 1997 IRSA bought the land formerly known as the Ciudad Deportiva Boca Junior for 

$50 million with the goal of building a housing complex, hotels, shops, and parks and recreation 

on the water front for sectors with high purchasing power. The project was called “Santa Maria 

del Plata” and was authorized through the Resolution 1004 in 2003, which with the further urban 

development of Puerto Madero will worsen the status of illegitimacy of the inhabitants of the 

settlement. To the constructors of IRSA the presence of the villa threatens the viability of the 

project, and the ability to show prospective customers an environment consistent with the 

neighborhood of Puerto Madero. It is clear that the Corporation Puerto Madero is one party that 

could have a significant impact on the fate of Rodrigo Bueno. 21 

The Role of the State:  

In the nineties the government helped build the settlement by providing housing materials 

and labor for the construction of the homes. Over time as the population grew the state 

intervened with infrastructure services; pipes were installed for storm water, along with water 

pumps, and the power supply was improved. Also, a collection service was provided to empty 

septic tanks. It is therefore through state intervention that the settlement is situated at its current 

location. However, as urban renewal took place throughout the city, in this case in Puerto 

Madero, the settlement became a problem that the government needed to eradicate for the 

																																																													
20 "La Politica de Erradicacion en el Asentamiento Rodrigo Bueno Costanera Sur. Un Analisis desde la Dim." 
Mundo Urbano. 
 
21 "La Politica de Erradicacion en el Asentamiento Rodrigo Bueno Costanera Sur. Un Analisis desde la Dim." 
Mundo Urbano. 
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approval of the “Santa Maria del Plata” project. The controversial area is located on the banks of 

the river and in close proximity to the central area of the city, therefore generating greater 

pressure by the private sector and greater receptiveness by the state.  

In order to evict the residents of the settlement Rodrigo Bueno, the state needed to justify 

their reason for expulsion; the justifications which the state has raised have been mixed. One 

explanation that the state has presented is that the residents of the settlement are responsible for 

contaminating species of the ecological reserve which are faced with “subhuman” living 

conditions. Also, the state reasons that the residents have claimed land that has been declared 

public space, and that they have domesticated land that is impossible to urbanize. It is important 

to note here, that while the government is justifying the eradication of the settlement for these 

reasons, IRSA is intending to construct a housing complex among other projects on the land 

bordering the settlement. With these arguments the Government of the City proceeded with the 

eviction in 2005. In that same year the Ordinance 41247were formed which created the 

“Program for Land Reclamation of the Costanera Sur Ecological Reserve” which started 

negotiations between the residents and the office of Social Development. The goal of the state-

run program was to evacuate the land “peacefully” through “agreements” between the residents 

and the government, where people who left would be given grants of $15,000 or home equity 

within the framework of Act 341. (The Law 341 was approved by the legislature of Buenos 

Aires in December 2000 and aims to implement policies for access to housing for low-income 

households in critical housing situations).22 As a result, 175 families of the settlement 

volunteered to move and 100 houses were dismantled. However, during this time many 

inhabitants reported receiving threats by officials to vacate the area. Also, according to the 

Defensoria Del Pueblo, after the houses were demolished the government ceased the cleaning of 

the septic tanks and waste collection service, and there were sudden water and electricity 

shortages. A police guard was stationed at the entrance of the settlement where officers would 

prevent the entry of materials and food for the residents. In response to these harassing acts the 

																																																													
22 Rodríguez, María Carla, Bañuelos, Carla y Mera, Gabriela (2008) “Intervención-no intervención: ciudad y 
políticas públicas en el proceso de renovación del Área Sur de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires, en Hilda Herzer, et al. 
22 Lefebvre, Henri (1968) El derecho a la ciudad. 
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Permanent Assembly for Human Rights (ADHP) filed an injunction ordering the Government of 

the City of Buenos Aires to ensure better living conditions for the residents of the settlement.23  

Forced Evictions: A Violation of Human Rights: 

The United Nations Organization (La Organización de las Naciones Unidas (ONU)) has 

consistently ruled that forced eviction constitutes a violation of several human rights protected 

by treaties like the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ESCR) and 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The ESCR Committee has stated that "forced 

evictions are prima facie incompatible with the requirements of the International Covenant on 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and could only be justified in the most exceptional 

circumstances and in accordance with the principles of international law." Similarly, Article 31 

of the Constitution of the City "promotes ... urban and social integration of marginalized 

populations, the recovery of slums and regularization of property value, with criterion for 

definitive radication…”24 Therefore, not only are the government’s actions a violation of human 

rights, but they are in clear opposition to the states requirement to promote the integration of 

settlements into the urban landscape and to further the development of these communities.  

 

 

Villa Rodrigo Bueno: Living Conditions and Lack of Social Services 

Four Blocks from the Costanera Sur Ecological Reserve and Puerto Madero is the Villa 

Rodrigo Bueno, a settlement of four hectares and 1,000 families living in precarious housing. 

Five years ago the state began to threaten the residents with forced eviction. 25 

Originally when the Ecological reserve was created in 1986, there were thirty families settled on 

the south bank. According to an official survey in 2002 there were 225 families living within the 

settlement. Four years later the number grew to 390 families, and today that figure has grown to 

																																																													
23 "La Politica de Erradicacion en el Asentamiento Rodrigo Bueno Costanera Sur. Un Analisis desde la Dim." 
Mundo Urbano. 
 
24 Brunner, Lisl. "Informe sobre el Barrio Costanera Sur-Rodrigo Bueno." Asamblea Permenente por los Derechos 
Humanos. 
25 Spillman, Ezequiel. "Pelea for la Tierra en la Villa Rodrigo Bueno." Diario Z de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires. 
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990.26 The population of the settlement now consists of families mostly from Paraguay, Peru and 

the interior of the county. These families live in perilous housing conditions without drinking 

water, sewage systems, or gas.27  

  There are four sections to the settlement with walkways that allow access to 

housing. According to the residents the first inhabitants of the settlement arrived more than two 

decades ago, most of who were unskilled workers. The land adjacent to the Rio de la Plata, 

where Rodrigo Bueno is located began to be colonized by various species of plants and animals, 

which led to the enactment of the Municipal Ordinance 41247 declaring the area as a National 

Park and Ecological Reserve. Today, the settlement borders the Reserve, however also borders 

what the Federal Police of Argentina use as storage for abandoned vehicles. The site is also 

separated by a very contaminated stream 1700 meters long and 5 meters wide which empties into 

the Rio de la Plata.  

Over the years the Villa has grown to over three hectares, and the current construction of 

the settlement is the result of residents working together to build their homes out of ‘rubble, 

sand, and earth.’ The residents also established their own service infrastructure such as water 

connections, electricity, and waste disposal, as well as designing their own internal 

communication channels. The residents have been incorporated into the area in which they live; 

most residents work nearby either at the fair in Retiro, in construction, or food stalls along 

Costanera, and the children attend schools in the area, in either San Telmo or La Boca.28 

Today the area is still surrounded by nature, and the best way to enter the villa is to 

continue until the end of Avenida Spain through a dark narrow alleyway, or otherwise through 

the car junkyard. The neighborhood holds houses with up to four floors and the ground is 

covered with rubble. Each block has three social references that are in charge dealing with the 

problem of obtaining gas, electricity, and water. According to Diario Z, a delegate and resident 

of 11 years of Rodrigo Bueno, Luis Espinoza, the settlement suffers from infrastructure 

problems, “We have basic problems like water, for example at this time, in summer, we have no 
																																																													
26 Spillman, Ezequiel. "Pelea for la Tierra en la Villa Rodrigo Bueno." Diario Z de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires. 
27 "La Politica de Erradicacion en el Asentamiento Rodrigo Bueno Costanera Sur. Un Analisis desde la Dim." 
Mundo Urbano. 
 
28 Buenos Aires. Defensoria Del Pueblo de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires. "Cementerio de Autos Ubicado entre la 
Reserva Ecológica y la Villa Rodrigo Bueno." 
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water pressure. Cistern trucks come from UGIS (intervention Unit Villas) but the issue is you 

have to enable a new pipe.”29 The settlement is currently using the water branch of the former 

sports center, but the UGIS promised to install new pipes in December of last year and to carry 

out the work in January, in return for free labor from the residents.  

Another problem facing the community is the lack of electricity, “in winter low 

temperature burns fuses. We do not have a processor but a transfer with four mouths, one for 

each block, which cannot handle the demand for electricity because when it was installed it was 

to supply 400 families and we are now more than doubled. ” Yet another problem, as according 

to the Buenos Aires Institute of Housing (IVC) is that  the growth of Rodrigo Bueno has been 

exponential.30  

 

The Conflict with the Ecological Reserve:  

 

During the dictatorship in the seventies Costanera Sur was the dumping ground for the 

debris from buildings demolished to put up highways, and sediment from dredging the river. The 

silt and rubble was planned to be moved in order to build an ‘Administrative center surrounded 

by green,’ however none of this was done, and eventually nature acted on its own, creating plant 

communities that sheltered and fed various animal species. Today this space is a reservoir for a 

biodiversity of flora and fauna typical of the Pampas plains; the reserve contains 250 bird 

species, 9 amphibians, 23 reptiles, 10 butterflies, and 50 mammals. The flora of the reserve 

include vast ‘cortaderas’ grasslands with forests of alder, Willow River, creoles, ceibos, cattails, 

and rushes. The Ecological Reserve was formally established on June 5th, 1986 by the Buenos 

Aires City Council by Ordinance 41247. In 1992 a plan was approved to undertake the 

conservation, protection and proper management of the reserve. 31 

																																																													
29 Spillman, Ezequiel. "Pelea for la Tierra en la Villa Rodrigo Bueno." Diario Z de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires. 
30 Spillman, Ezequiel. "Pelea for la Tierra en la Villa Rodrigo Bueno." Diario Z de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires. 
31 "Bajo la Lupa: La Vida en Peligro." 
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In 2005 Ibarra signed Decree 1004 for three million dollars to be invested in the “Recovery 

Program of the Land of the Ecological Reserve.” As Secretary of Social Development, Jorge 

Telerman was responsible for carrying out this program.32  

Within this “recovery plan” was the proposal to relocate residents of the villa, “It was one of the 

smaller settlements of the city. We made a proposal to move people, and developed two 

alternatives: one credit and another through a smaller grant amount.” After signing the decree, 

the former head of the government started running the program with “great success.” 175 

families received around $20,000 as a housing subsidy, however only 59 of those families left 

the villa, those of whose houses were demolished. At that time there were 390 families in the 

village.33  

Although these demolitions generated piles of debris and exposed the sewage holes, the 

government neither removed the debris and nor covered the potholes, which, with rainfall, 

caused the wells to overflow and spill through throughout the walkways of the settlement. A 

month after paying the subsidies to families, the government suddenly suspended the cleaning of 

septic tanks and garbage collection, despite an injunction ordering it. It also discontinued the 

provision of electricity, resulting in high and low voltage causing damage to light bulbs, electric 

water pumps and appliances such as refrigerators and microwaves.34  As a result, an action “de 

amparo,” or “of protection” by means of the residents was filed to investigate the living 

conditions in the settlement, the health risks posed by overflowing septic tanks, the accumulation 

of dirt and debris from the demolition of the houses, and the reluctance of waste collection by the 

government. This investigation was done by a team of volunteers that work in the Free Legal 

Clinic on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights through ADHP. The data represents 139 of 

about 500 families which equals approximately 2,000 people. The majority of the daily 

consultations between this group and the residents were for better food assistance programs; 

																																																													
32 Spillman, Ezequiel. "Pelea for la Tierra en la Villa Rodrigo Bueno." Diario Z de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires. 
33 Spillman, Ezequiel. "Pelea for la Tierra en la Villa Rodrigo Bueno." Diario Z de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires. 
34 Brunner, Lisl. "Informe sobre el Barrio Costanera Sur-Rodrigo Bueno." Asamblea Permenente por los Derechos 
Humanos. 
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however the larger aim was to demand decent housing conditions from the government of 

Buenos Aires. 35 

Investigation into the living conditions of the settlement revealed that 82 members of the 

settlement had received threats of intimidation and coercion by the government in order to force 

the dwellers to vacate their homes of more than 25 years.36 The APDH volunteers working with 

the settlement were also threatened, and filed a formal criminal complaint for crimes of coercion, 

threats, and the misuse of public funds, which are now under investigation. The action “de 

amparo”, signed by 82 residents, challenged the orders by the city government aimed at forcing 

them to evacuate the land. On September 5, 2005, Dr. Elena Liberatori from Haramburu issued 

an injunction ordering the city government to ensure the cleanliness of the streets, garbage 

collection, and the provision of potable water and electricity to the residents, while the issue of 

urbanization of the settlement is resolved by the city.37  

The Human Rights Violated Through Environmental Contamination: 

The Right to a Healthy Environment: 

The right to a healthy environment is a basic human right and necessity for the fulfillment 

and implementation of other rights for the simple fact that a safe environment is essential for an 

adequate standard of living in general. In order to enjoy a certain standard of living that every 

human inherently possesses as a human right, the right to a healthy environment must first be 

realized. The Stockholm Declaration claims that in order for one to live a life a dignity and 

welfare, certain satisfactory living conditions within ones environment must be met, it is a 

precondition to the attainment of liberty and equality. Secondly, one must protect their 

environment for the enjoyment of this same right for future generations.  In the event of 

environmental damage it is the obligation of the authorities to repair the environment as the law 

sees fit. It is the responsibility of authorities to not only protect this right but to ensure the proper 
																																																													
35 Brunner, Lisl. "Informe sobre el Barrio Costanera Sur-Rodrigo Bueno." Asamblea Permenente por los Derechos 
Humanos. 
 
36 Buenos Aires. Defensoria Del Pueblo de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires. "Cementerio de Autos Ubicado entre la 
Reserva Ecológica y la Villa Rodrigo Bueno." 
37 Brunner, Lisl. "Informe sobre el Barrio Costanera Sur-Rodrigo Bueno." Asamblea Permenente por los Derechos 
Humanos. 
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use of natural resources, the protection of the biodiversity and natural heritage of the 

environment, and to educate and inform others regarding the environment.  

New principles accepted by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights with regard to 

the quality of life were integrated into the Constitution through reforms made in 1994, 

specifically in article 41 that states, "All people are entitled to a healthy and balanced 

environment fit for human development and productive activities to meet present needs without 

compromising those of future generations and have a duty to preserve it. The authorities shall 

provide for the protection of this right, the rational use of natural resources, preservation of 

cultural and natural heritage and biodiversity, and environmental information and education. The 

state promulgates rules containing the minimum protection, and the provinces are required to 

reinforce them without altering their local jurisdictions. It is prohibited from entering the 

territory of present or potential dangerous or radioactive wastes.” 

The Buenos Aires constitution reinforces these rights as provided in Article 26, dictating 

the same conditions for the right of everyone to enjoy a healthy environment. However, Article 

27 stipulates the protection of living conditions specifically within all urban areas with particular 

regard to air quality. Under the General Environmental Law, Law No 25 675 determines a 

“minimum” necessary to achieve a sustainable and adequate management of the environment, to 

preserve and protect biodiversity, and to implement sustainable development, all under the 

mandate stipulated in the third paragraph of Article 41 of the Constitution. The law set basic 

principles of environmental protection that must be followed uniformly throughout the nation, 

including highlighting the “precautionary principle” through which the sources of environmental 

threats must be attended to as a top priority in order to prevent the degradation of the 

environment that could occur. The “precautionary principle” establishes that the source of the 

environmental threat or degradation is responsible for the costs of preventative or corrective 

actions. With a specific side note to environmental damage Article 27 defines such damage as, 

“any significant alteration to alter negatively the environment, resources, ecosystem balance, 

goods or collective value.” One characteristic of environmental damage is that the outward 

appearance of damage emerges very slowly, sometimes taking years until the damage is noticed 

and acted upon accordingly. Consequently, it is often difficult or impossible to prevent this 
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previous stage, however it is prudent to develop certain measures to minimize the potential 

harm.38 

In the analysis of environmental damage Thomas Hutchinson notes that, "This damage 

not only damages the quality of life or health of humans but can affect the development of a 

community and can seriously compromise their interests, present and future. The environmental 

damage affects the whole community and not just to an individual or a particular group. This is 

because when you are all interrelated in the environment, damage that occurs in one place affects 

another. The first thing to do is prevent further damage from occurring, then the environment 

should be restored to previous conditions and, finally, if applicable, there must be monetary 

compensation for the damage." 

The Precautionary Principle:  

The precautionary principle is defined as the, “obligation to suspend or terminate 

activities that threaten the environment even though there is no scientific evidence linking these 

activities with the deterioration of the environment.” The function of this principle is to reduce 

the uncertainty of situations of environmental damage in order to allow authorities to act on these 

threats and prevent any risk of damage, thereby protecting the health of the environment when 

there is no conclusive scientific certainty.  

The precautionary principle was adopted by many international declarations and 

multilateral treaties after the Ministerial Declaration of the Second Conference on Environmental 

Protection in 1987. Through Principle 15 of the Rio Declaration of 1992, it was stated that, "In 

order to protect the environment, States shall widely apply the precautionary approach according 

to their capabilities. Where there are threats of serious or irreversible damage, lack of full 

scientific certainty should not be used as a reason for postponing cost-effective measures to 

prevent the costs of environmental degradation. " 

In essence the principle asserts that states should seek to prevent harm to the health of the 

environment and humans, even when there is not yet scientific assurance of the cause of damage. 

																																																													
38 Buenos Aires. Defensoria del Pueblo de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires. "Condiciones de Vida en “Villa Costanera 
Sur- Rodrigo Bueno”." 
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According to this article, there are three basic facets of the precautionary principle: “the threat of 

injury; scientific uncertainty and precautionary action.”  

The fundamentals of the precautionary principle are defined as such: 

a) The threat of harm.  

There must be an identifiable health or environmental hazard, and the same must be 

potentially serious and irreversible.  

b) The scientific uncertainty.  

 

As a consequence of human action, in the modern era the environment has been altered in 

ways never before seen. Therefore, the affects of such changes on human health are 

“generally unknown or unknowable.” Because of this fact, the precautionary principle 

recognizes scientific uncertainty as grounds to take preventative action, since one can 

never know the gravity of a threat, or the serious or irreversible impacts on health and/or 

the environment. The principle must be utilized in cases of, “significant scientific 

uncertainty about causality, the magnitude, likelihood and nature of damage.” 

c) The precautionary action.  

 

“The essence of the precautionary principle is that it provides a reason to take action 

against any activity or substance in the absence of scientific certainty before continuing 

the practice in question, whether  under investigation or not.” 

The General Environmental Law of Argentina (Law No. 25 675) states in article 4 that, 

“The interpretation and application of this law, and any other standard by which environmental 

policy is implemented, shall be subject to compliance with the following principles: ... 

Precautionary Principle: Where there are threats of serious or irreversible absence of information 

or scientific certainty should not be used as a reason for postponing cost-effective measures, cost 

to prevent degradation of the environment ...” Therefore, it is clear that the law establishes that 

the integration of this principle into state policies is compulsory.  
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This is evident through laws such as No 24 051 which declares that in case of hazardous 

waste contamination, the state will be responsible for all consequences of such waste. The law 

determines that any waste which, “might damage directly or indirectly, living things or pollute 

the soil, water, atmosphere or environment in general,” as a hazardous waste, and therefore 

generates, “fault-based liability for the guardian of the waste.” Therefore, whenever the 

automobiles are deposited into the Ecological Reserve and the area of Rodrigo Bueno, it is 

classified as hazardous waste and thus the responsibility of the state to demand the removal of 

the vehicles.  

The clear danger presented by the automobiles in a state of abandonment is established in 

article 1 of Law No. 342, which states that, "motor vehicles or their parts that are found in places 

of public domain in a state of deterioration and / or immobility and / or neglect pose a danger to 

health, public safety, and  the environment ...”  

Therefore, with the evidence of the potential danger that motor vehicles left in a state of 

abandonment pose, the state is required to prohibit the use of the Ecological Reserve and 

Rodrigo Bueno territory as the dumping grounds for the 22nd precinct to dispose of such 

materials. Despite the fact that there is not concrete evidence of the pollution levels generated by 

the vehicle junkyard, the state is responsible to take action straight away in order to prevent the 

occurrence of further damage to health of the residents and the environment.39  

																																																													
39 Buenos Aires. Defensoria del Pueblo de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires. "Condiciones de Vida en “Villa Costanera 
Sur- Rodrigo Bueno”." 
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Legal Obligations of the State: 

The local Constitution establishes in article 27 that the state has the obligation to: 

“A) preserve and restore essential ecological processes and natural resources within its domain;  

 

2) protect and enhance public spaces and open access, particularly to restore coastal areas and 

ensure their common use;  

 

3) preserve and enhance green spaces, forested and landscaped areas, natural parks and 

ecological reserves and preserve their biodiversity;  

 

4) protect, consolidate and control of pollution and maintenance of coastal areas of the Rio de la 

Plata and the Matanza-Riachuelo Basin.”40 

 

The Right to Health: 

Similar to the right to a healthy environment, the right to health is a fundamental 

precondition for the ability to exercise other human rights. It is the right of everyone to the 

utmost possible standard of health conducive to a life of dignity. As defined by the article, health 

is, “"... a state of complete physical, mental and social capabilities, and not merely the absence of 

disease and infirmity." It thus includes a wide range of socioeconomic factors to promote 

conditions in which people can lead a healthy lifestyle (nutrition, access to safe drinking water, 

adequate shelter, adequate sanitation and environmental conditions). “ 

The local constitution of the City of Buenos Aires provides in Article 20 the, “right to 

comprehensive health ... Public expenditure on health is a priority social investment. Secured 

through the state health care system are individual and collective actions for the promotion, 

																																																													
40 Buenos Aires. Defensoria del Pueblo de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires. "Condiciones de Vida en “Villa Costanera 
Sur- Rodrigo Bueno”." 
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protection, prevention, care and rehabilitation of persons, and that health services have the 

criterion of accessibility, fairness, integrity, solidarity, universality and opportunity ...”41 

The Rights of Children:  

On September 27, 1990 the Congress of Argentina ratified the Law No. 23 849 which 

established the responsibility of the state to ensure the protection and care for the wellbeing of 

children and to ensure to the highest degree possible the survival and development of children. In 

regard to health, the law provides that children have the right to, "the highest attainable standard 

of health," and that the state is required to provide medical and health services, as well as to 

prevent disease and malnutrition through available technology and the provision of sufficient 

food and clean drinking water. Also included in the law is the right of children to an acceptable 

standard of living that promotes physical, mental, spiritual, and social development, and in the 

absence of these standards, for the state to take measures to assist the party responsible for the 

child in implementing this right.  

In the local constitution under the Law No 114 of the Integral Protection of the Rights of 

Children and Adolescents provides in article 4 that "All children and adolescents enjoy the 

fundamental rights inherent to their status as persons. The City encourages social participation 

and ensures all opportunities to their full physical, mental, moral, spiritual and social 

development, in conditions of freedom, equality and dignity. " In addition to article 6 which 

states the responsibility  of the Government of Buenos Aires to, “ ensure children and 

adolescents, with absolute priority, the realization of the rights to life ... to health ... housing ... 

and in general, to pursue their development. "  

Therefore, it is clear that in keeping with the constitution of Buenos Aires that the state 

has a duty to protect the children under its jurisdiction who are in extremely dangerous and 

helpless situations, as in the case of the children living in Villa Rodrigo Bueno.42  

Rodrigo Bueno: A Site of Environmental Contamination 

																																																													
41 Buenos Aires. Defensoria del Pueblo de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires. "Condiciones de Vida en “Villa Costanera 
Sur- Rodrigo Bueno”." 
42 Buenos Aires. Defensoria del Pueblo de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires. "Condiciones de Vida en “Villa Costanera 
Sur- Rodrigo Bueno”." 
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The paradox that an ecological reserve is the source of pollution can be seen at Rodrigo 

Bueno where since 1996 the Federal Police have stacked hundred of broken down vehicles 

which, when broken down and weathered affect the biodiversity of the site and those living in 

the bordering villa Rodrigo Bueno.  

The site of the abandoned vehicles in a section of the reserve directly impacts the 

biodiversity of the flora and fauna. The danger posed by a motor vehicle in a state of 

abandonment has been established by the Law No 342, which states in article 1 that, “"motor 

vehicles or their parts that are found in places of public domain in a state of deterioration, 

immobility and neglect involving a danger to health or public safety or the environment ...".” 

The Defensoria Del Pueblo warns that the car junkyard not only dangerously affects the 

Ecological Reserve but the health of the residents as well. Many studies on the high rate of 

toxicity have found that many of the substances that the cars contain, like polychlorinated 

polychrome fluids which include gasoline, motor oil and hydraulic systems, are all highly 

harmful pollutants that, “could damage directly or indirectly living beings, soil, water or 

atmosphere.”43 When the cars deteriorate they release automotive fuels, lubricants, brake fluids 

and coolants from tires, batteries, air conditioning systems and other parts of the vehicle, which 

pollute the environment. Specifically, the toxic chemicals found in the car junk yard are arsenic, 

cadmium, zinc, copper, chromium, mercury, and lead, all of which are lethal to living organisms.  

																																																													
43 Buenos Aires. Defensoria del Pueblo de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires. "Condiciones de Vida en “Villa Costanera 
Sur- Rodrigo Bueno”." 
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Figure	2	Erosion	and	Oxidization	within	car	"cemetery" 

The land in which the pollutants are released undergoes the accumulation of these toxic 

substances and degradation. These pollutants then spread through water and air thus multiplying 

its adverse effects and directly impacting the flora and fauna. These effects include the 

accumulation of pollutants on the vegetation, and degradation and reduction of the number of 

species. These same effects apply to the wildlife that feeds on the toxic vegetation. The exact 

effect of pollution depends of the toxicological characteristic of each pollutant and its 

concentration level; however the massive variety of pollutants that a “car graveyard” can 

generate over the years can produce severe consequences for the environment, water, flora and 

fauna of the Ecological Reserve.44  

																																																													
44 Buenos Aires. Defensoria Del Pueblo de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires. "Cementerio de Autos Ubicado entre la 
Reserva Ecológica y la Villa Rodrigo Bueno." 
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However, no one is more at risk than the residents of Rodrigo Bueno. As noted above 

motor vehicles left in a state of neglect contain harmful liquids, lead paint, and other 

components, which degrade and damage the environment exposed in serious and irreversible 

ways. This presence of these pollutants to the human population is also highly damaging to 

health, especially that of children. Lead is one specific pollutant which leaves irreversible 

damage to human health. “Lead is a malleable and ductile metal that is used in the manufacture 

of batteries, plastics, paints, varnishes, enamels, etc. Continued exposure to lead is liable to cause 

serious digestive disorders, anemia, nervous system, etc. For women, chronic exposure to lead 

can lead to an increased occurrence of sterility and spontaneous abortions. For its part, in the 

case of children, there is evidence about the negative effects of lead on the health of children, 

even at concentrations that do not cause any adverse effects in adults. In this regard, chronic 

exposure can cause a number of neurological damage in children such as reduced IQ, behavioral 

disorders, learning and visuomotor functions deficiency, among others. Subclinical effects due to 

chronic low-level exposure to lead include impaired cognitive development, behavior disorders, 

impaired hearing acuity, reduced size, etc... ” 45 

The Minister of Environment and Public Space of the city, engineer Juan Pablo Piccardo 

recommended that actions be taken to determine the status of soil contamination and if 

necessary, to take measures to restore the soil back to normal. The agency also advised the 

Buenos Aires Health Minister, Dr. Jorge Lemus, to determine the relation between the 

environmental pollution of the villa and the diseases of the settlements residents, and to ascertain 

suitable treatment.46 

Serious consequences generated by the vehicles placed on the property in question not 

only affect the health of the residents of Rodrigo Bueno, but their basic human rights.47  

Research on the Contamination of Children in Villa 20: 

																																																													
45 Buenos Aires. Defensoria Del Pueblo de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires. "Cementerio de Autos Ubicado entre la 
Reserva Ecológica y la Villa Rodrigo Bueno." 
46 "Bajo la Lupa: La Vida en Peligro." 
47 Buenos Aires. Defensoria Del Pueblo de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires. "Cementerio de Autos Ubicado entre la 
Reserva Ecológica y la Villa Rodrigo Bueno." 
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 It is pertinent to state the findings of the various medical studies with children in another 

villa that has been exposed to a vehicle junkyard for over a decade, in this instance, it is Villa 20, 

in the district Lugano. The Defensoria Del Pueblo alerted the local executive of the risk and 

progressive damage that exposure to the toxins of the junkyard can cause for the residents of the 

settlement, since the site of pollution, the General Playa Fernandez de la Cruz, is located adjacent 

to the villa. The Defensoria Del Pueblo made various recommendations to eradicate and dispose 

of the material in the junkyard, however the resolutions were ignored by the administration and 

the beach continues to house tons of toxic debris.  

The risks alerted to the constitutional body were tested by several studies to detect 

pollution and/or lead poisoning that were conducted by the Coordination of Environmental 

Health and Community Action #18 of the Ministry of Health. The studies detected abnormal 

levels of lead in the blood of the children evaluated from Villa 20. The latest study, in December 

2007, found that out of 59 children tested, 35.5% of the blood results contained lead levels equal 

or greater than 10 ug. The study also found apparent maturation disorders in the children 

analyzed and other symptoms associated with lead poisoning, including anorexia, in 38% of the 

cases evaluated, frequent respiratory infections, in 37%, recurrent abdominal pain, in 23 %, 

repeated headaches, in 22%, and diarrhea, in 20% of the cases.  

With proof behind the allegations of the Defensoria Del Pueblo, the local legislative body 

sanctioned Act No 2724 on May 22, 2008, declaring an environmental, health, and infrastructure 

emergency of the Villa 20. The sanction requires the administration to carry out analyses and soil 

remediation of the Playa de la Cruz Fernandez General, and the necessary infrastructure and 

services needed for urbanization of the settlement. The sanction also granted a period of 180 

days for the administration to conduct epidemiological studies to sufficiently report the health 

status of the residents of Villa 20 and identify possible diseases directly related to environmental 

pollution, and to determine the actual number of people affected in order to design suitable 

strategies. Lastly, the sanction imposes that the local administration removes, decontaminates, 

and compacts and disposes of the scrap vehicles of the junkyard.  

The similarity between Villa 20 and Rodrigo Bueno are clear, therefore it is necessary to 

take immediate action to protect the health of the population of the settlement. The only effective 
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solution to avoid contamination of the population is to control the exposure levels of children 

and adults to these toxins, which means the immediate eradication of the car junkyard on the 

grounds of the Ecological Reserve.  

Legal Action Regarding Environmental Pollution and Health Affects: 

On October 22, 2008 Dr. Joaquin Bovisio, sanitarian doctor and member of the Health 

Committee of the Permanent Assembly for Human Rights (APDH) filed with the Defensoria del 

Pueblo office a statement signed by more than fifty members of Rodrigo Bueno that alleged that, 

“…On Thursday, October 9 in the morning, police officers stacked and deposited a significant 

amount of vehicles in block 3…” The car junkyard is located at the entrance of the settlement 

and mere meters away from the Laguna de Los Patos and Coipos, lagoons which make up the 

Costanera Sur Nature Reserve, an area that is protected by existing legislation for the 

conservation of biological diversity. The car depot has been brought to the attention of the local 

authorities and the Defensoria Del Pueblo in the past. When questioned about the documentation 

authorizing the occupation of that land for the use of depositing cars, the police official stated 

that in 1997 the head of the police unit raised the issue to the Ecological Reserve officials, whose 

executives gave the area to the police personnel. No documentation has been found for this.48   

On January 12, 2009 the Defensoria Del Pueblo performed an inspection of the police 

unit in question; in order to determine if the unit was continuing to deposit cars in the villa, as 

was reported by the residents of the neighborhood. Investigators confirmed that there were 

dozens of cars and other vehicles piled in a section of the Ecological Reserve, near two lagoons 

within the Natural Park, and that this deposit is located at the entrance of the Villa Costanera Sur 

Rodrigo Bueno, just meters away from the houses. Additionally, it was confirmed that iron, auto 

parts, and scrap metal were present in the junkyard. The vehicles were piled directly on top of 

the ground without any protective lining to decrease the risk of environmental pollution.  

One neighbor of the settlement said that the Federal police from the 22nd Precinct, “piled 

all these cars, many wrecked, burned, occupied the entire venue, and now the problem is that it is 

full of rats, snakes, all kinds of insects, at night and on rainy days, it leaves a terrible smell of all 
																																																													
48 Buenos Aires. Defensoria del Pueblo de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires. "Condiciones de Vida en “Villa Costanera 
Sur- Rodrigo Bueno”." 

Comment [W14]: General	information	about	Rodrigo	Bueno	
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the cars, a smell so strong it make your head ache…”A total of 587 cars that were abandoned or 

seized by municipal infractions are present in the junkyard. The use of this land for a car deposit 

dates back to over a decade.49  

It was recommended to the then-Secretary of Social Development of the government of 

the City of Buenos Aires –enforcement authority of the Recovery Program of the Costanera Sur 

Ecological Reserve, established by Decree No. 1247-1205  that necessary means be taken to: “i) 

manage the decontamination, decommissioning, compaction and disposal of all land boulders 

deposited in the Ecological Reserve in accordance with current regulations; ii) provide for 

measures to reconstruct the environmental damage caused; iii) conducting a health risk report in 

order to determine the possible production of damage to the health of the population and ensure 

appropriate medical treatment of the affected population. ”50 However, the recommendations 

made to the administration have not been followed as of yet.  

Analysis: 

Before entering Villa Rodrigo Bueno for my interview with Elizabeth, a member of the 

community, I can’t help but notice the luxurious surroundings. There are sleek, modern 

skyscrapers towering overhead, a beautiful marshland and boardwalk as part of the Ecological 

Reserve, Romanesque statues scattered along the road, and parrilla stands every few meters.  

You would not expect to find amidst all of this an area of governmental neglect and 

environmental contamination as in Rodrigo Bueno, but it’s inevitable, the moment you pass 

beyond the wire fence, as the cement sidewalk turns to unpaved mud roads, you can already see 

the cars stacked high what is called the car “cemetery”. There aren’t just cars; there are buses and 

trucks as well, many of which look like they have been eroding for a decade, and some of which 

look like have been set on fire, with ash and debris pooled on the metal framework that remains.  

																																																													
49 Buenos Aires. Defensoria del Pueblo de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires. "Condiciones de Vida en “Villa Costanera 
Sur- Rodrigo Bueno”." 
50 Buenos Aires. Defensoria del Pueblo de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires. "Condiciones de Vida en “Villa Costanera 
Sur- Rodrigo Bueno”." 

Comment [W15]: Legal	action	regarding	the	pollution	and	
health	affects	
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Figure	3	Eroding	scorched	bus	and	car	next	to	the	fence	put	up	by	the	Ecological	Reserve. 

The cars are stacked on what used to be a grassy area, without any type of lining between 

the eroding cars and the ground. All of the cars are in a state of abandonment, and there are 

evident visual signs of oxidization and erosion, many of which are completely rusted over, and 

now have weeds growing within them. The car junkyard is not even a foot away from the road 

that guides you into the settlement; the cars line the road the entire way there, as well as the 

houses on the other side of the junkyard, just feet from the abandoned cars.  Once you get closer 

to where the houses begin, you pass a weakly structured police headquarter for the 22nd precinct, 

with signs displaying this information painted out onto a wooden plaque. The roads are very 

muddy and get more so the further into the settlement you walk, until you can no longer walk on 
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the road but on the makeshift cement sidewalk that the community members made themselves. 

The mud is the result of the harsh rains in the city over the last few days, and explains why 

Elizabeth did not want to meet me on Saturday when the weather was bad.  

When I see the first houses of the settlement I notice that there is a lot of construction 

going on within several different locations, and I continue to view this throughout the whole 

tour;  the neighbors are working together to help build more houses and to repair the old one.  

They are building houses with cement and red bricks, which I can see is a new method of 

construction because the older houses seem to be constructed of sheet wood and very thin, flimsy 

material.  

	

Figure	4	Debris	and	rubble	from	the	demolition	of	houses 

There is apparently a population of Peruvians, Paraguayans, and Argentineans from 

inland, and recently there has been an influx of settlement dwellers from other villas, namely 

villa 31, which the neighbors do not like. I notice the first of many stores throughout the 

neighborhood, some are more makeshift stores within people’s homes, and others are very more 
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urbanized grocery and convenience stores.  There are many street dogs throughout the 

settlement, two of which growled and seemed like they were going to attack us when we tried to 

go down one alleyway; one neighbor says the dogs are a big problem, because of the number of 

them, and because they go through the garbage, spreading the garbage all over the settlement 

grounds. There is also the problem of an infestation of rats that use that junkyard as shelter.  

When I ask Elizabeth about the research being done on “plomo," or  lead, she says that 

there are one hundred children in the settlement being tested for lead, and that twenty-five of 

them have come back with very bad lead levels. The research was started over a year and a half 

ago, and is related to the car junk yard, which when weathered and oxidized, spreads the lead 

through the air, soil, and water. Elizabeth says that when the tests started they found that the first 

to be infected were the families farthest downhill, which seemed odd to them because they were 

farther away from the car junkyard. They then found out that when it rains the lead in the 

junkyard seeps downhill and collects with rainwater in small ponds and puddles, which is where 

the children play and then get infected. The doctors doing the research of the lead levels 

informed the parents to keep the children away from small stagnant pools of water in the 

settlement because of this problem. The car junkyard itself collects small pools of water when it 

rains, which Elizabeth said, attracts insects and humidity to the junkyard.  This she said affects 

the adults because they then suffer from more asthma, and affects the community as a whole 

because of the insect infestation. 51  

When we walked past the first houses in the settlement still along the main road, I noticed 

there was a wall that separated the road from the abundant trees and brush of the Ecological 

Reserve, which seemed to be spilling over the fence towards the road. Elizabeth said that the 

Reserve built the wall so that people within the reserve could not see that there is a settlement 

right on the other side of the greenery.52 We walked within the settlement then, between the 

buildings and different “manzanas,” or block, and I noticed the different types of infrastructure. 

First of all, the sidewalks switched between cement in some areas, mud in others, and wooden 

planks in the rest, however, in all cases there was running water leaking from the water pipes in 

ground, which in most places were also coming up out of the ground.  

																																																													
51 Interview with Elizabeth from Rodrigo Bueno 
52 Interview with Elizabeth from Rodrigo Bueno 
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This issue of water is a major problem for the community, as well as other social 

services, like electricity, gas, garbage collection, plumbing, and basic infrastructure. Apparently, 

the government began the installation of water pipes for service from the government to start, but 

they never finished the installation and the pipes were not good, so certain neighbors decided to 

buy their own pipes. The water is not supplied to them by the government, which means that 

they rarely get water coming through their pipes and when they do it is scarce and during times 

while most people are at work; so the neighbors get their water through clandestine measures. 

Therefore the infrastructure of the water pipes is very weak and unstable, leading to the leaking 

of pipes all over the sidewalks, causing the pools of water that the children are supposed to keep 

away from.53  

The access to other social services like electricity is similar to water in that the 

government does not provide it, but when it does come it is very low quantity. The residents do 

not get any gas from the government at all. This Elizabeth explained is why there is a lot of 

construction going on because winter is coming and it gets very cold inside without any gas. 

There are only two bins that the government collects garbage from, with are about the size of two 

family garbage bins put together, and this is to collect garbage from over one thousand families 

now living in the settlement, although Elizabeth thinks there are now more even more families. 

The garbage collection is clearly drastically inadequate, therefore there is garbage strewn 

everywhere along the streets and piled within the settlement, however most of the people throw 

their trash in the river running beside the settlement.54  

																																																													
53 Interview with Maria Elia Campella  
54 Interview with Elizabeth from Rodrigo Bueno 
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Figure	5	Two	of	four	garbage	collection	bins	for	the	entire	settlement 

The river is another very big source of contamination for the settlement, since not only 

does the trash from the settlement get thrown right into the river, but since there is no sewage 

infrastructure for the settlement, the sewage gets released directly into the water as well. This is 

again where contamination is very likely spread, and which affects the people in numerous ways. 

For example, the water pipes that deliver water to the settlement run under the river, which 

Elizabeth stated, have holes and she thinks that this leads to contamination of the drinking water, 

which if this is true, is contaminated with not only lead, since the river is downstream from the 

junkyard, but also with sewage and garbage. The doctors researching the contamination told the 

families not to drink the tap water, but to buy bottled water instead. Also, when the river level 

goes down the stench is apparently so unbearable that people have to close off all windows and 

doors to the outside just to lessen the smell. The river is an unnatural bluish green tint, which is 

full of garbage and which houses are being built into with stilts supporting them underground.55  

																																																													
55 Interview with Elizabeth from Rodrigo Bueno 
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Figure	6	Contamination	in	the	river	right	next	to	houses	of	the	settlement 

The infrastructure of the buildings is unstable as all of the houses are built crammed 

together, one on top of the other, without any safety measurements taken like in construction 

sites. The houses are built by the people who live in them and the neighbors that help them, with 

materials bought from the construction sites of the sleek new skyscrapers being built across the 

street, since they can get them for cheaper than other lumber yards. Most homes are made of 

cement and bricks, but the general location and style of construction of some houses looks 

unstable and unsafe for living conditions. Elizabeth said that they are waiting now to hear from 

the court on a decision of whether they are going to be urbanized or not.  

When I asked some residents whether the contamination was a concern or main priority 

of theirs they replied that urbanization was their top priority, and receiving the social services 

like water and electricity which they are missing. The environmental contamination seemed to be 

a lesser priority, because as they put it, they needed a roof over their heads, and the problem they 

were being faced with by eviction was threatening that part of their lives. What's more, the 
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subsidies that the government had offered in 2005 did not work well for the “Recovery Plan,” 

since many people took the subsidy to buy something for themselves, like good clothes or a TV, 

and then they returned to the settlement. The housing subsidies granted each adult who 

volunteered 7,000 pesos and 15,000 pesos for children.56 Elizabeth stated that volunteers were 

coming forward with people unrelated to them as to acquire more money, and then taking the 

money and returning to the settlement. However, as Elizabeth said, it is impossible to find 

somewhere to live within the city for the amount of money the government was offering, and 

they only receive the money once, not multiple times; they have no choice other than to remain 

in the settlement until their financial means become better, or to move outside of the city, which 

many are reluctant to do since many have jobs within the city.57  

Also, Elizabeth said that the issue of environmental contamination was not a priority of 

many to follow up on because some thought that if they claimed there was environmental 

contamination this would give the government another reason to evict them from the property, 

claiming that since the land is unsuitable for human living conditions they would have to leave. 

However, the neighbors are also asking for the cars to be removed from the property, not so 

much for contamination reasons but for the general living conditions it presents for the people of 

the settlement.  

The research for the lead levels in the children began after there was some push from 

outside people to test the children, but at first there was resistance from the parents who were 

wary as to why the tests needed to be done. However, after the affects of lead on health was 

explained the parents were more inclined to have their children tested. I talked with several 

mothers whose children had been tested for lead levels, and two of the mothers said their 

children’s results came back as negative five parts per million, which detects that there is some 

lead in their blood, but not enough that they would have to take medication for it. The issue of 

medication was a bit hazy, it was either that children under five could not take the medication, or 

children who tested under five parts per million did not need to take the medication. Regardless, 

the two mothers whose children received test scores of negative five parts per million, were told 

that the lead would never leave their blood, but that they could change things about their 

																																																													
56 Interview with members of Rodrigo Bueno community 
57 Interview with Elizabeth from Rodrigo Bueno 
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surroundings to make sure their children’s lead levels did not rise even further. They were told 

they could increase the amount of vegetables they ate, as well as not letting them drink the tap 

water, or play in the stagnant pools of water outside. Also, the children were told, “not to come 

into contact with the earth,” but one mother said that it was not just the water or the ground that 

affected the children; it was in atmosphere, the air, which affected them as well. This mother in 

particular seemed more aware than other neighbors about the environmental contamination and 

its affect on the health of the children, and was the most concerned member I talked to. She 

wanted to move because of the contamination and how it was affecting the health of the people, 

but her financial means stopped her from doing so.  She said that if the settlement was urbanized, 

the car junkyard was removed, and their land was decontaminated, she might want to stay, but 

that even with more urbanization there would be more pollution especially without social 

services. When the mother asked about the affects of the lead on her children’s health the doctors 

told her that lead could affect their character, making them more violent, and that it could make 

it harder for them to think and perform in school. When I talked to the second mother who also 

had two children who were tested for lead levels, she said the same things except that she had 

wanted to move at first when she heard about the lead contamination, but when she got her 

child’s results back and saw that they weren’t very bad she decided to stay. Now she said she 

would like to leave but her economic means prevents her from leaving. She also mentioned that 

her niece had been tested for lead levels and came back with a very high percentage, she was one 

of the twenty five who got very bad results, a level of five parts per million or above, but since 

she was less than five years old she could not take medicine. She did not know how the mother 

reacted or what she thought about the situation.58 

In answering the question I set out to investigate, it seems that there are several human 

rights being violated in the Rodrigo Bueno settlement, not only relating to the environmental 

contamination, but to the forced eviction as well. Pertaining to the pollution caused by the car 

cemetery and the general living conditions posed on the residents of the settlement, it is evident 

that the right to a healthy environment, the right to health, and the rights of children are being 

violated. In regards to the threats of forced eviction on the residents, which the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights specifically denounces as a violation of human rights, the right to 

																																																													
58 Interview with Elizabeth from Rodrigo Bueno 
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housing is being violated. However, in speaking with professionals working within the 

settlement, and the settlement residents themselves, it became clear that they were more 

concerned about their right to housing, and the eminent forced eviction that could expel them 

from their homes. They also seemed to prioritize the lack of social services such as clean water, 

electricity, gas, and decent infrastructure, over the other violated rights related to the 

environment. This could be for several reasons. The concern for everyday necessities like food, 

shelter, water, and energy can take precedence over one’s life, in comparison to the need for 

health, which in the case of environmental contamination, does not outwardly affect ones health 

until long after the damage is done. Health problems are something that can seemingly be 

avoided, whereas the conflicts with fundamental needs like shelter and water are necessities that 

affect ones everyday life. However, this does not impact the significance that these residents’ 

human rights are being violated more than pertaining to their housing rights. The threat of 

environmental contamination seems like an invisible threat, but the affects of these toxins present 

themselves in a very visible way once one has been exposed to pollutants for too long. This is 

particularly true in the case of children, whose health is much more vulnerable to the affects of 

pollutants, which can severely and irreversibly damage their physical, mental, and social 

development. It seemed that only when parents became more aware of the effect that the 

contamination could have, or already did have, on their children’s health did they become more 

concerned with their right to a healthy environment and their right to health. The new research 

being conducted with lead contamination in the resident’s children has seemed to spark new 

awareness in the issue of contamination. The mothers especially seemed to be aware of the 

pollution problem, and all said that they would like to leave the settlement if they were 

financially able.  

Furthermore the resident’s struggle for urbanization and secure housing took precedence 

over their right to health and a healthy environment because many residents thought that in 

trying to argue that their settlement was environmentally contaminated and that this was 

affecting their health they would be giving another reason to the government to evict them. Many 

residents thought that the government would then have the authority to say that the land is unfit 

for human living conditions, which would be another basis for eviction or relocation. In this way, 

many residents are afraid to fight for their environmental and health rights because it could 
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threaten their right to housing, whereas in their present situation it is their right to housing which 

is threatening their health.  

Now the residents are awaiting the court verdict which will determine if the settlement 

will urbanize or not. If urbanization is granted then another battle is next, according to Mariel 

Acosta from ACIJ, because apparently after the court decisions are made the real issue is trying 

to get the government to follow through with the court order.59 

After observing and interviewing various factors involved in the circumstances of 

Rodrigo Bueno it is apparent that it is not enough to solely recognize the value of human rights, 

and to understand that one inherently possesses certain fundamental rights. The struggle of the 

residents of Rodrigo Bueno is a clear example of this flawed reality; these residents recognize 

that their posses the right to health, to a healthy environment, to the rights of their children, and 

to the right to housing, and they even have lawyers and outside organizations concerned and 

working on their behalf, however still their struggle has received no tangible results. It is not 

enough to fight for your rights, because in so many cases, like the case of Rodrigo Bueno, 

nothing has come of it so far. This is not to say that nothing will come of it, struggles regarding 

humans rights take a long time, but it is clear that any results from this fight with come 

politically. After talking to the residents and researching the struggle of Rodrigo Bueno it is 

visible how tiring and how much effort it takes to fight for their rights and to physically feel and 

know that their rights are being violated by their government.   

Conclusion: 

This project has taken me down several avenues of research that I did not expect to 

encounter when first starting out. I began my research on one topic, that of environmental 

contamination and the effects of this on the rights of the residents of Rodrigo Bueno. However, I 

throughout the course of my work it became clear that I could not fully grasp this concept of 

contamination without understanding the various struggles of the settlement as a whole. The 

topics of environmental contamination, and all other aspects of the settlement, are related to each 

other, and in working with my initial question I found that this brought me to research in other 

areas.  
																																																													
59 Interview with Mariel Acosto from ACIJ 



44	Iglesias-Musachio	
	

 I set out to research what rights were at stake for the residents of Rodrigo Bueno. 

Technically, the government has violated their right to housing, a safe and healthy environment, 

health, and the rights of the children. However, as stated before, these inherent human rights are 

a prerequisite for the enjoyment of other fundamental human rights. Therefore, it is not only the 

above described rights that are affected directly by the government’s actions, but also the other 

rights that are indirectly affected. What’s more, the residents are forced to prioritize the rights 

they value most, which more most was the right to housing i.e. a roof over their head, therefore 

forfeiting their claim to their right to health and a healthy environment in which to live.  

It is necessary to understand the influence that the various actors exert on the fate of 

Rodrigo Bueno, as well as on the production and appropriation of urban space. The informal 

occupation of land is a strategy that low-income families develop as a result of urban renewal 

and gentrification that displaces the impoverished from the areas revitalized and segregates them 

from the rest of society. As a result of the implementation of neoliberal housing policies, the 

production of housing has fallen dramatically, leading to a situation that contributed to many 

families needing to seek alternative access and production of housing, i.e., informal settlements. 
60 

The process of evacuating the land is a clear attempt to continue the previous endeavor of 

urban renewal that began in Puerto Madero in order to encourage large private enterprises and to 

prioritize the “exchange value” of the city. The actions implemented by the state allow for this 

socio-spatial segregation to take place, which results in the situation that the residents of Rodrigo 

Bueno are facing today.61 

The local authorities have been concerned with the protection of the Ecological Reserve 

and the care of the environment therein. The blame for the environmental disquiet have been 

placed on Villa Rodrigo Bueno because of its close location to the reserve, with the reasoning 

that the existence of the villa hinders the development of the protected area and that it negatively 

																																																													
60 "La Politica de Erradicacion en el Asentamiento Rodrigo Bueno Costanera Sur. Un Analisis desde la Dim." 
Mundo Urbano. 
 
61 "La Politica de Erradicacion en el Asentamiento Rodrigo Bueno Costanera Sur. Un Analisis desde la Dim." 
Mundo Urbano. 
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impacts the ecosystem. However, in somewhat contradictory action, while stating its concerns 

over the Ecological Reserve, the state has either approved or tolerated extremely destructive 

activity for the environment and humans on this land. It should be noted that this has occurred 

even with the recommendations made by the Defensoria Del Pueblo and with similar past 

experiences such as with Villa 20, and the known consequences.  

The Federal Police have been depositing cars onto the villa’s grounds for over a decade, 

in blatant opposition to current legislation declaring the land as a protected Ecological Reserve. 

The government has failed in its obligation by the local constitution to protect and improve 

public spaces, especially green spaces, forested and landscaped areas, and natural parks and 

ecological reserves, to preserve biodiversity, and to protect, maintain, and control pollution of 

coastal areas like the Rio de la Plata.  

The activities that the local authorities have been involved in with regard to the car 

cemetery have been and will continue to be extremely polluting until the contamination is 

removed and the land restored. The pollution directly affects the environment of the reserve and 

the settlement, and endangers the health of the residents, namely the children. This is yet another 

incident in which the government has violated the resident’s human rights, namely the right to a 

healthy environment, the right to health, and the right of the children. In regards to the threat to 

the environment, the accumulation of toxic matter generated by the corroding cars has 

contaminated and degraded the soil, air, and water. These contaminants have proliferated and 

spread their negative affects to directly impact the flora and fauna of the ecosystem.  However, 

with regard to the affect of the pollutants on health, it has been verified that long-term exposure 

to metals like lead can cause severe digestive disorders, anemia, and damage to the nervous 

system, sterility, spontaneous abortions, and other dangerous side effects. This is a serious 

problem for the adults in the area, but even more so for the children who immune systems are 

much more vulnerable to pollutants at these concentrations. Moreover, the affects of chronic 

exposure to pollutants can take years to appear when concerning the environment or people. 

However, when the most vulnerable parties, such as children, pregnant women, and the elderly, 

begin to demonstrate affects of exposure, the damage is, at this point, irreversible. 
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In lieu to this information it is indisputable that the local government has not only failed 

in its responsibility to protect the health of its citizens and the environment, but have also played 

a direct role in causing the unsafe conditions that have contributed to this serious and irreversible 

damage. It is recommended that the state take immediate action to end the effects of the 

pollution, remove the coastal police contributing to this problem, determine the level of pollution 

in the area, and restore the land to the necessary levels, repairing the degradation caused and 

preventing any further harm from occurring.62  

Suggestions for Future Research: 

 

It would be interesting to follow up on this project topic to see if Villa Rodrigo Bueno 

receives the court decision to become urbanized or if the community members will be forced to 

evict, especially since the land in question is so contested by various urban planning actors. 

Another interesting topic of research could be to follow up on the state of research into the levels 

of contamination in the water, soil, air, and of course, the health of the inhabitants of the villa. 

When I finished my research the tests were still in progress and had been for a year and a half, I 

am interested to know the final analysis of the tests that were done with the children in the 

community, and what treatment methods were used to better their health. Also, the issue of social 

services was always a main priority for the inhabitants and when I conducted interviews with 

members of the community in late May of 2010, most families still had no access to clean water, 

electricity, gas, sewage infrastructure, or garbage collection; it would be interesting to know if 

the state has begun to provide these services and if so, how the urbanization process has 

progressed. In addition, the main site of contamination which my project focused on was the car 

junkyard and the river that ran behind the settlement, which had been ordered by the courts to be 

removed and for the land to be restored to safe living standards; research could be done on the 

state action behind the restoration of the land and water source, the progress of the restoration, 

and the possible positive health effects on the environment and community members. However, 

if these changes have not been made, one could always take up where I left off and begin 

research into where the settlement is today in their fight for better living conditions and 

urbanization.   
																																																													
62 Buenos Aires. Defensoria del Pueblo de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires. "Condiciones de Vida en “Villa Costanera 
Sur- Rodrigo Bueno”."	
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