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1. DESCRIPTION OF THE INITIATIVE AND OBJECTIVES OF THE CCE TF 
 
The Commission is expected to adopt the revised Directive 92/106/EEC on Combined Transport 

(multimodal transport of goods) in Q4/2017. In order to support the initiative and in agreement with 

the Commission, the CCE has set up a dedicated Task Force on Intermodal Transport. 

The Commission recognizes the importance of reducing the negative externalities – such as noise, air 

pollution, CO2 emissions, congestion, safety, etc. – of the transport sector in promoting effective 

solutions through the so called “modal shift,” supporting multimodal solutions including rail, inland 

waterways and maritime transport which cause less negative externalities (see Low-Emission 

Transport Strategy, adopted in July 2016).  

The Combined Transport Directive (92/106/EEC) is the only EU legal instrument that directly supports 

multimodal freight transport. The Directive was evaluated in late 2016 and will be reviewed in 

Q4/2017 in order to more effectively and efficiently support the reduction of negative externalities, 

simplifying the main definitions and conditions for eligibility for regulatory and fiscal support 

measures, reduce administrative burden and bring the Directive closer to new business models and 

solutions (including state of the art logistics solutions, ICT etc.).  

The main objective of the Commission’s initiative is to further encourage the use of non-road 

transport modes on long-distance freight transport. This objective is to be achieved by improving the 

competitiveness of combined transport as an alternative to road transport, contributing to road 

traffic safety, reduced congestion and environmental externalities.  

Today in Europe the road freight transport option is comparatively cheaper (as external costs are not 

being internalized), and there are no strong economic reasons to shift freight to more sustainable 

transport modes. In a highly competitive market which does not provide real price signals to users 

and in which multimodal transport operations have disadvantages compared to road transport (such 

as network density, time and costs, complexity of transport chain management etc.), the modal shift 

will not happen without a certain degree of intervention and effective support measures at EU level. 
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The upcoming review of the Combined Transport Directive aims at improving the existing policy 

framework by eliminating shortcomings and updating the incentives and support measures for the 

industry. The review will have the three specific objectives:  

1. Simplify the eligibility criteria for the support provided by the Directive (incl. the definitions)   

2. Review the support measures for multimodal transport to ensure effectiveness  

3. Improve the implementation (transport documents, coordination and reporting, etc.) 

Main objectives of the Task Force: 

The main objective of the Task Force is to support DG MOVE’s initiative in reviewing the Combined 

Transport Directive, promoting the modal shift as a way to reduce negative externalities in the 

transport sector while identifying solutions to improve the instrument’s efficiency and effectiveness 

of incentives and support measures. The Task Force should thereby take into account the economic 

benefits for the sector as well as the societal and environmental impact of the respective policy 

options and concrete support measures.   

 

2. TASK FORCE WORKING SCHEDULE 

The CCE Task Force on Intermodal Transport will work in Q2/Q3 2017 to provide actionable 

recommendations to the European Commission. The Task Force shall meet at least two times over 

this period: 

- 1st meeting on Wednesday 17 May 2017 from 12:30 to 16:00 at the Cercle Royal Gaulois, Rue 

de la Loi 5 – 1000 Brussels. This meeting will include the hearing of Sandro SANTAMATO, 

Head of Unit Maritim Transport & Logistics (DG MOVE) at the European Commission. The 

lunch will be followed by an internal meeting where we will elaborate the skeleton of our 

contribution and assign the drafting responsibilities between the Task Force members. 

 

- 2nd meeting in July or September 2017 (dates and details to be confirmed) will include a 

hearing of Matthew BALDWIN, Deputy Director-General of DG MOVE. 

Participation to this Task Force is strictly reserved to invited Members and alternates could only be 

admitted after the inclusion in the list of members of the CCE Transport Practice. Task Force 

members / observers are committing themselves to attend the full meetings.  

 

3. KEY ISSUES AND QUESTIONS TO PREPARE AHEAD OF THE MEETING 

Please find below a list of questions in line with the objectives described above on the key issues that 
Task Force Members should prepare ahead of the meeting on 17 May 2017: 
 
1. Questions regarding the relevance and effectiveness of Directive 92/106/EEC: 
 

• To what extent is the Directive addressing the need of the best use of EU transport resources 
and addressing the problems of road congestion, road safety and pollution/emissions? 
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• To what extent does the directive still match the current needs or problems a) in terms of 
combination of transport modes b) in terms of road-leg limits c) in terms of loading units?  
 

• Are all the support measures still relevant for current needs? How have the different 
measures – a) cabotage liberalisation, b) elimination of quotas and authorisation, c) 
elimination of tariffs, d) taxation measures, e) measures for own account transport and f) 
measures for transport documentation – been effective (and if yes, to what extend?) in 
supporting multimodal solutions and increasing the share of combined transport, also in 
cross-border transport? 

 
2. Questions regarding the level of implementation and administrative burden of the Directive: 
 

• Have all Member States implemented the directive completely and effectively? Are there any 

obstacles due to the lack of implementation and enforcement of the Directive at Member 

State level? Have Member States introduced any additional measures that have had a 

positive/negative effect on multimodal transport?  

 

• To what extent has the directive generated costs, administrative burden or benefits to 

transport operators and users? Which measures should be taken to lower the administrative 

costs?  

 

This list of issues and questions is not exhaustive but reflects key issues the Commission is looking 

into that the Task Force should address. Further issues will be proposed, discussed and the scope of 

our work will be refined during the kick-off meeting on 17 May. During this meeting we will also 

elaborate the skeleton of our contributions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


