
Letter to UN Security Council Members : Take action 
against the Algeria backed Polisario Militias. 

Brussels,  April 22,  2017 

 

Dear Ambassador, 

 

We are writing to you to use your position in the UN Security Council to take action against the 

Polisario militias who are creating further instability in the area by their bold disregard for the 

authority of the United Nations. (see Petition here)  

 

Following King Mohammed VI‘s request to the Secretary General of the United Nations, Antonio 

Guterres, to take urgent and necessary measures to curb the Polisario Front’s activities, which 

threaten the UN‐brokered ceasefire and jeopardize stability in Guerguerate, Guterres urged both 

Morocco and Polisario to “exercise maximum restraint and take all necessary steps to avoid 

escalating tensions.” 

 

To avoid escalation and to comply with the United Nations’ 1991’s ceasefire agreement, Morocco 

unilaterally withdrew from the Guerguerat region late February after dispatching police forces to the 

area last August to combat drug trafficking. This decision was hailed by France, Spain, the US, the UN, 

and the EU.  

 

Morocco by "restoring the full functionality of Minurso" is, also, in accord with recommendation of the 

Security Council in its resolution 2285, adopted at the end of April 2016.  

 

The Algerian backed Polisario militia refused to withdraw from the UN controlled buffer zone in 

Guerguerat despite calls from the UN Secretary General. To no avail, he also dispatched the Head of 

MINURSO to negotiate with the Polisario’s “Defense Minister”. 

 

The truck drivers documented an illegal checkpoint imposed by Polisario‐armed militants on the road 

to Mauritania. At gunpoint, the drivers were forced to remove the Moroccan road tax disc and license 

plate from all vehicles, and were told to either “comply with the directives or die.”  

https://secure.avaaz.org/en/petition/Members_of_the_UN_Security_Council_Take_action_against_the_Algeria_backed_Polisario_military_units/?cDYYpeb


 

Recently, the separatist groups has even threatened to take arms against the United Nations Mission 

(MINURSO), if the peacekeeping mission set foot on Guergarat, according to sources on the ground. 

 

In the last report, the UN Secretary General has expressed his deep concern by the continued 

presence of Frente Polisario armed elements and the challenges this poses to the raison d’etre of the 

buffer strip. Then he Calls on your Council to Urge Polisario to Withdraw from the region fully and 

unconditionally. 

 

However, the media close to the separatist front quoted according to front official that the withdrawal 

from the Guerguerat area was "not negotiable" and the Polisario militia would remain there. 

 

The Resolution about Western Sahara under discussion in the Security Council should take actions 

against Algeria backed Polisario to prevent the region from becoming an irreversible time bomb.  

 

Unfortunately, Tindouf Camps have been transformed into a big open‐air prison where people are 

deprived of their most basic needs, human rights and refugee rights. The UNHCR (UN High 

Commissioner for Refugees) still has no access in order to authenticate and count the refugees 

despite repeated resolutions of the Security Council. 

 

Sincerely, 

Signatory Associations 

 
Moroccan Association of Entrepreneur Women of Laâyoune  

Dar Attaliba –Laâyoune  

Aicha Oum El Mouminin for social development and Charity Women  

Forum for Development and Culture Association of Sahrawi Women of Sea Fisheries in Laâyoune  

Association Annaourasse of Sea Fisheries in Laâyoune  

 Association Al Irchad dakhla Association Farhana of Social Development Association  

Al Ihtiram for Social Affairs Association  

 Madinati Assocciation Badr for Education and Culture  

 Association Al Mostakbal Sakia El Hamra‐ Association of Women for Social Initiative  

 Association of Initiative for the Development of Environment and ‐Solidarity Association Al Fikr and Culture  

Association Al Mostakbal of Women and Environment in Laâyoune  


