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Can “anybody” become the President of the USA? 

Main notion: places and forms of power 
 

 
 

In 2008 and 2012, American voters elected their first Black president. Next November, they will have to choose 

between having a businessman with no electoral experience or a woman as their new President. In both cases, this 

will be a first. 

 

However, to understand the choice the Americans will have to make, we have to be aware of some political realities 

of such a diverse country and be able to answer these questions: 

How can one become a candidate in the first place? What does the road from candidacy to presidency look like? 

Who are considered to have been the greatest Presidents? How does each state traditionally choose between 

Republicans and Democrats? … 

 

FINAL TASK: this will eventually enable you to produce a 3-minute speech devised to answer 

the question: “If you were a candidate to the US presidency, what would your program 

consist in?”  

   

  TARGET LEVEL : Parler en continu / B2 

« S’exprimer de manière détaillée et organisée sur une gamme étendue de sujets relatifs à ses domaines d’intérêt ou 

de connaissances » 

 

LEARNING GOALS (objectifs) 

 Learn about a few great American presidents; 

 Learn about the voting process of the presidential election; 

 Learn to speak in detail about a subject I am familiar with, without notes;  

 Use the different values of the past tense; 

 Revision : use the present perfect 

 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA (critères d’évaluation)  

 I can speak for 3 minutes straight without reading my notes; 

 I can provide a convincing, informed speech that fits the task; 

 I can assess a situation and express wishes and hypotheses.  



STEP 1 

What makes a great US President? 

 

ACTIVITY 1.1 LISTENING Mount Rushmore 

 

Listen to the recording and take notes. Then, complete the captions below (the information about 

the presidents is given from left to right). 

Location: 
…………………… 
…………………… 
 
Height: 
………………….. 
 
Sculptor: 
………………….. 
 
Duration of the 
works: 
……………….. 
(from …………. 
to ……………...) 
 

 

Name ………………….. 
………………….. 
………………….. 
 

………………….. 
………………….. 
………………….. 
 

………………….. 
………………….. 
………………….. 
 

………………….. 
………………….. 
………………….. 
 

Key value(s) ………………….. 
………………….. 
………………….. 
 

………………….. 
………………….. 
………………….. 
 

………………….. 
………………….. 
………………….. 
 

………………….. 
………………….. 
………………….. 
 

 

ACTIVITY 1.2 WRITING Mount Rushmore 

 

Use all your notes to write a presentation of the Mount Rushmore National Memorial. Be ready to 

read your production to one or more partner(s) and get their feedback. 

 

VOCABULARY 
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ACTIVITY 2.1 READING Ranking the Presidents 
 

“New ranking of U.S. presidents puts Lincoln at 
No. 1, Obama at 18; Kennedy judged most 
overrated” 

Source: the Washington Post 
Authors: Brandon Rottinghaus and Justin Vaughn  

 

Date of publication: February 16, 2015  https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-
cage/wp/2015/02/16/new-ranking-of-u-s-presidents-puts-

lincoln-1-obama-18-kennedy-judged-most-over-rated/ 

 

 

Although it has been celebrated officially since 1879, Presidents’ Day serves essentially two 
purposes: a patriotic excuse for retail discounts and an irresistible occasion to engage in armchair 
analysis of the nation’s presidents. 

To add some systematic evidence to the perennial conversation, in 2014 we surveyed 162 
members of the American Political Science Association’s Presidents & Executive Politics section 
and asked them to rate the U.S. presidents. Here is what we found. 

The most highly ranked presidents contained many of the usual suspects. Abraham Lincoln was 
rated the greatest president, with an average score of 95 out of 100, followed by George 
Washington and Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

The rest in the top 10 were Teddy Roosevelt, Thomas Jefferson, Harry S. Truman, Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, Bill Clinton, Andrew Jackson and Woodrow Wilson. Those presidents with a score of 
more than 50 are graphed below. 

This list is similar to past lists, except that both Clinton and Eisenhower crack the top 10. 

We also asked respondents which president should be added to Mount Rushmore, and Franklin 
Roosevelt was the overwhelming favorite.  Almost two-thirds of respondents chose him. The next 
highest vote-getters, Eisenhower and Ronald Reagan, were supported by only 5 percent of 
respondents. 

Who were the worst presidents? James Buchanan was the lowest ranked, and was joined at the 
bottom by Warren Harding, Andrew Johnson, Franklin Pierce and William Harrison. Presidents 
with shortened terms tend to fare worse, on average, as in other rankings. 

The views of these scholars differed from the views of Americans in some interesting ways. For 
example, in 2010, a plurality of respondents would have put John F. Kennedy on Mount 
Rushmore, followed by Reagan and Franklin Roosevelt. The Kennedy mystique looms larger in 
the public mind than for most scholars. 

Indeed, when asked about which presidents were most overrated and underrated, our survey 
found Kennedy to be the most overrated, followed by Reagan and Andrew Jackson. 

The most underrated? Eisenhower, George H.W. Bush and Truman. All of these underrated 
presidents, to some degree, were consensus-builders. They also all managed international 
conflicts, something that most of the top 10 great presidents did. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/wp/2015/02/16/new-ranking-of-u-s-presidents-puts-lincoln-1-obama-18-kennedy-judged-most-over-rated/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/wp/2015/02/16/new-ranking-of-u-s-presidents-puts-lincoln-1-obama-18-kennedy-judged-most-over-rated/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/wp/2015/02/16/new-ranking-of-u-s-presidents-puts-lincoln-1-obama-18-kennedy-judged-most-over-rated/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/choice2004/leadership/schlesinger.html
http://fivethirtyeight.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/01/23/contemplating-obamas-place-in-history-statistically/
http://www.vanityfair.com/magazine/2010/01/60-minutes-poll-201001?currentPage=2


How does Barack Obama fare? Scholars had a mixed view of him. Obama ranks 18th overall and, 
among the modern presidents (those since FDR), he is in the middle of the pack. He ranks behind 
not only Clinton and Eisenhower but also Reagan, Johnson, Kennedy, and George H.W. Bush.  
Obama ranks ahead of Gerald R. Ford, Jimmy Carter, Richard Nixon, and George W. Bush (who 
was ranked 35 overall). 

Perhaps because of the era in which he governs, Obama was considered the second most 
polarizing president (after George W. Bush). Of the 19 presidents dating to Teddy Roosevelt, 
Obama was rated 13th in terms of legislative skill, 11th for diplomatic skill and 10th for integrity 
and military skill. Consistent with this, only 2 percent of respondents suggested adding Obama to 
Mount Rushmore. 

One caveat that comes with presidential rankings is that even scholars appear to be influenced by 
ideology. Consistent with other research, we found predictable ideological differences in views of 
Obama and George W. Bush. 

Of course, it is too early to fully assess Obama or even Bush. History is always shaping and 
reshaping the legacy of former presidents. As in the case of Eisenhower and Clinton, presidential 
legacies can improve with time. This seems especially likely when presidents serve more than one 
term, preside over economic prosperity, and effectively handle international conflict. 

For Obama in particular, the next two years may therefore prove crucial in determining whether his 
legacy will put him among the nation’s better presidents. 

 

 

http://themonkeycage.org/2011/05/13/partisan-bias-in-presidential-rankings/


ACTIVITY 2.1 READING Ranking the Presidents 
 

For these two sets of questions, read the text entirely. 

Key information 

1) When did the survey take place? Who were the respondents? What questions were they 

asked? 

2) Barack Obama is the 44th (forty-fourth) President of the USA. Find a word that describes 

how he is perceived in terms of popularity. 

Going further 

3) What are the main conclusions of the most recent survey? What has changed since the 

previous one? Answer in your own words by simplifying parts of the text. 

4) Which president is more popular among the general public than among the scholars (the 

“intellectuals”)? Quote the text to justify your answer. 

5) List all the factors that have an influence on a president’s popularity in a positive and in a 

negative way. 

 

Now, read the text again more closely. 

Detailed understanding of the text (scanning) 

Copy and translate these words or expressions into French. Use a dictionary only at the end, to 

check or complete your answers.  

(l.2) purposes;  retail discounts 

(l. 4) evidence 

(l.8) to crack the top ten 

(l. 15) overwhelming 

(l. 20, 30) to fare 

(l. 23) to loom large 

(l.25) underrated – overrated 

 

(l. 37) skill 

(l. 40) caveat 

(l. 41) consistent with 

(l. 43) to assess; to shape 

(l. 44) legacy; former 

(l. 45) likely 

(l. 46) handle 

(l. 47) whether 

 

ACTIVITY 2.2 RESEARCH WORK - SPEAKING Ranking the Presidents 

 

In groups of four, look up one of these following names or themes in an encyclopedia. Then, 

produce a 2-minute presentation in front of the class. 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt – John Fitzgerald Kennedy – Ronald Reagan 

Conservatism – Liberalism – Republicans and Democrats 
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ACTIVITY 2.1’ READING Ranking the Presidents 

Check your understanding of the text one last time. Tick the right answer and quote the text to 

justify your answer. 

(l. 1-3)  
 

□ 1879 is the date of the first American presidential election; 

□ 1879 is when retail discounts were invented in the US. 

□ 1879 is when Americans started paying tribute to their presidents every year. 

Quotation: 
 
 

(l. 4-13) □ The journalists are not surprised by the results of the survey because the top 10 is 

similar to the one of the previous survey. 

□ The journalists are not surprised by the results of the survey even if the top 10 

has changed a little since 2010. 

□ The journalists are surprised by the results because Clinton and Eisenhower are 

now in the top 10. 
Quotation: 
 
 

(l. 14-20) □ A small number of respondents want Eisenhower and Reagan to be added to 

Mount Rushmore. 

□ 75% of the respondents want FDR to be added to Mount Rushmore. 

□ More than 66% of the respondents want FDR to be added to Mount Rushmore. 

Quotation: 
 
 

(l. 21-29) □ Eisenhower, H.W Bush and Truman are underrated because they were very 

obstinate and did not care about criticism. 

□ They are underrated partly because they tried to please everybody, including 

those who did not vote for them. 

□ They are underrated partly because they managed international conflicts. 

Quotation: 
 
 

(l. 30-39) □ Obama has got a better ranking than Ronald Reagan. 

□ Obama has got a better ranking than Jimmy Carter. 

□ Obama has got a better ranking than FDR. 

Quotation: 
 
 

(l. 40-47) □ It is possible for a president to become more popular years or decades after his 

term(s). 

□ Clinton’s popularity is not as good now as it was when he was the President. 

□ People are grateful to a president who rules the country in a time of economic 

crisis.   
Quotation: 
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ACTIVITY 2.3 LANGUAGE STUDY Ranking the Presidents 

 

Comparer un ou plusieurs présidents en particulier à l’ensemble de la catégorie des présidents est 

l’occasion d’utiliser ……………………………………… . En effet, nous pouvons repérer notamment 

ceux qui se trouvent aux deux extrémités d’une échelle mesurant leur popularité. 

Retrouvez et copiez les expressions du texte qui correspondent aux traductions suivantes : 

a) « Les présidents les mieux classés » (littéralement : « classés le plus haut ») 

(l. 7) …………………………………………………………………………………………… 

      b) « le plus grand président » (l. 8) ……………………………………………….  

      c) « les suivants à recevoir le plus de votes »  

           (l. 15-16) …………………………………………………………………………………………… 

      d) « les pires présidents » (l. 18) ……………………………………………………. 

      e) « celui qui est classé le plus bas » (l. 18) …………………………………………………….. 

      f) « le plus sous-estimé » (l. 27) ……………………………………………………..  

      g) « le deuxième président à diviser le plus l’opinion »  

          (l. 35-36) …………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

1) Quelle est l’expression française qui revient dans tous les segments ? ……………… 

Il s’agit donc de superlatif de ………………………. .  

2) Tous les segments comportent un □ verbe □ adjectif □ nom. Soulignez-le dans chaque 

phrase. 

3) a) Classez les segments en fonction de leur manière dont ils sont construits : 

THE MOST + ……………. ………….….......+ -est IRREGULIER 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

b) Expliquez ce qui permet d’associer un adjectif à l’une ou l’autre des deux premières 

formulations.  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

c) Traduisez les phrases suivantes 
1) D’après le sondage, Lincoln est le président le plus populaire de l’histoire des Etats-Unis. 

2) Kennedy est considéré comme le président le plus surestimé par les intellectuels. 

3) Washington est le deuxième plus grand président. 

4) Les présidents les moins populaires sont souvent ceux qui ont eu les mandats les plus courts.  

(NB le superlatif de supériorité se construit avec “the least + ADJ” quel que soit le type d’adjectif
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ACTIVITY 3 SPEAKING Virtual Visions of Mount Rushmore 

 

1) Introduce and describe the two cartoons. 

2) Comment upon the cartoons: what message do they convey? What do they imply? What is 

their tone and why? 

 
 

Document A  
 
(Source : Ottawa Citizen, 2012 ; author : 
Cardow) 
 

 

Document B  
 
(Source : Twitter/ Los Angeles Times, 
2015 ; author: David Horsey) 
 

 

ACTIVITY 4 TRAINING FOR THE EXAM What makes a great US President? 

 

Taking all the documents we have studied into account, think about a nuanced answer to the 

question “What makes a great US President?” 

Your answer must enable you to mention specific aspects of the documents and can possibly 

raise new questions. 

After making up your answer, compare your point of view with your partners for 1 to 2 minutes 

straight. 

END OF STEP 1 

 



STEP 2 

How does a presidential election work? 

ACTIVITY 5.1 LISTENING How to become President of the USA? 

 

Watch the video and take notes.  
 
Then, say if the statements below are true or false. Use 
your notes to justify your answers. 
 
Source: http://kids.usa.gov/president  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2eXCG-hlaqI   

 

1. You cannot be elected President if you are 30 years old.      

2. Caucuses and primaries allow people to choose candidates. 

3. People can vote for a president but reject the vice president the party has chosen.  

4. The presidential choice is an indirect election.  

5. You can win the presidential election even if you got fewer popular votes. 

6. The winners take office immediately.          
      

ACTIVITY 5.2 READING How to become President of the USA? 

Read the poster from Kids USA to check your answers. 

ACTIVITY 5.3 SPEAKING How to become President of the USA? 

 

With a partner, find arguments to both sides of the debate: “Is the United States a democratic country?” 

Then, act out the debate with a group of two other students. 

Definition: 

Democratic: based on a form of government in which the people choose leaders by voting (from Merriam-

Webster online dictionary) 

Useful tools to express one’s opinion: 

 

 

http://kids.usa.gov/president
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2eXCG-hlaqI


 



DEFINITIONS 

Caucus: a meeting of the local members of a political party to select delegates to the national party convention. A caucus is a substitute for a 

primary election. 

Delegate: a person authorized to represent others as an elected representative to a political party conference. 

Elector: a member of the Electoral College. 

Electoral College: the voters of each state -and the District of Columbia (Washington D.C)- vote for electors to be the authorized constitutional 

members in a presidential election. 

Natural Born Citizen: someone born with US citizenship includes any child born “in” the United States, the children of United States citizens 

born abroad, and those born abroad of one citizen parent. 

Primary: an election where voters select candidates for an upcoming general election. Winning candidates will have delegates sent to the 

national party convention as their party’s US presidential nominee. 

Source: http://kids.usa.gov/president

http://kids.usa.gov/president
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ACTIVITY 6.1 SPEAKING Was George W. Bush’s election legitimate? 

 

Describe and comment upon this cartoon. What does it suggest about the way the 2000 

presidential elections were organized in Florida? 

 

(by Mike Collins, 2000) 
 

 

ACTIVITY 6.2 READING Was George W. Bush’s election legitimate? 

 

Al Gore, not George Bush, should be sitting in the White House today as the newly elected 
president of the United States, two new independent probes of the disputed Florida election 
contest have confirmed.  

The first survey, conducted on behalf of the Washington Post, shows that Mr Gore had a 
nearly three-to-one majority among 56,000 Florida voters whose November 7 ballot papers were 
discounted because they contained more than one punched hole. 

The second and separate survey, conducted on behalf of the Palm Beach Post, shows that 
Mr Gore had a majority of 682 votes among the discounted "dimpled"1 ballots in Palm Beach 
county.  

In each case, if the newly examined votes had been allowed to count in the November 
election, Mr Gore would have won Florida's 21 Electoral College votes by a narrow majority and 
he, not Mr Bush, would be the president. Instead, Mr Bush officially carried Florida by 537 votes 
after recounts were stopped.  

In spite of the findings, no legal challenge to the Florida result is possible in the light of the 
US supreme court's 5-4 ruling in December to hand the state to Mr Bush. But the revelations will 
continue to cast a cloud, to put it mildly, over the democratic legitimacy of Mr Bush's election.  

                                                           
1
 A chad is a fragment of paper (or plastic) that has been punched out of a card, creating a hole. “Dimpled” chads are 

attached to the ballot at all four corners, but bear an indentation indicating the voter may have intended to mark the 
ballot. 

“Florida recounts make Gore winner” by Martin Kettle, The Guardian, January 29th , 2001 
 
Source: http://www.theguardian.com/world/2001/jan/29/uselections2000.usa  

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/florida
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2001/jan/29/uselections2000.usa


Some 56,000 so-called "overvotes" were examined in the Washington Post survey. All of 
these ballot papers were ruled to be invalid votes on November 7 because they contained two or 
more punched holes in the presidential section of the ballot. Twelve Florida counties used voting 
machines where voting was by punch cards in this way, and eight of them participated in the 
survey: Broward, Highlands, Hillsborough, Marion, Miami-Dade, Palm Beach, Pasco and Pinellas. 
None of the ballot papers in the survey formed part of any official count or recount.  

The research shows that 45,608 of the 56,000 ballot papers (87% of the total) contained 
votes for Mr Gore, compared with 17,098 containing votes for Mr Bush (33%). In 1,367 cases, 
voters punched every hole except that for Mr Bush.  

In cases where the voters cast invalid "overvotes" in the presidential election, but then cast 
valid votes in the US senate contest lower down on the same ballot, 70% voted Democrat, Mr 
Gore's party, and only 24% voted Republican.  

The disproportion was especially dramatic in Palm Beach, whose butterfly ballot2 paper 
interleaved two lists of candidates in such a way as to show Mr Gore's name second on the ballot 
paper, but to require the voter to punch the third hole to record a vote for him.  

Though no absolute conclusions can be drawn from the overvotes, the implication that 
many thousands more invalidated Floridians intended to vote for Mr Gore than for Mr Bush seems 
hard to resist. The survey also clearly implies that some of Florida's voting machines were 
inadequate and that many voters were confused by the procedure.  

In the second survey, the Palm Beach Post examined 4,513 dimpled "undervotes" - so 
named because no hole was punched in the ballot paper - and which were excluded from the 
November and December manual recount process. In each case, the Palm Beach county 
canvassing board3 ruled that no vote had been cast on these ballots but Democratic or Republican 
observers disputed the ruling. The ballots in the survey had been set aside for a possible court-
ordered review that never took place.  

Of the disputed ballots, some 2,500 had dimples for Mr Gore, while 1,818 had similar marks for 
Mr Bush. If they had been counted, Mr Gore would have had a net gain of 682 votes. This would 
have been in addition to a separate net gain of 174 votes from Palm Beach which was disallowed 
by Florida's secretary of state. 

 

Read the texts several times before answering the questions. Answer in your own words 
(you can include small quotations as long as you use inverted commas), except for 5). 

1) Give the context of the presidential election (year, names of the candidates and their 

respective parties). 

2) Explain what the problem was for voters. Read the whole text to be as precise as possible. 

3) In what county of the state was the problem particularly obvious? Which paragraph best 

illustrates the cartoon from activity 6.1? (mention the lines) 

4) Why weren’t the recounts taken into account? Who took the decision to make George W. 

Bush’s score in Florida valid?  

5) Quote the sentence meaning that George W. Bush would have lost if a recount had been 

allowed. 
                                                           
2
 The butterfly ballot used in the Palm Beach County, Florida U.S. presidential election, 2000 is a ballot paper that has 

names down both sides, with a single column of punch holes in the center, which has been likened to a maze led to 
widespread allegations of mismarked ballots  
3
 the canvassing board : l’autorité en charge du dépouillement 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_presidential_election_in_Florida,_2000
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._presidential_election,_2000
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maze


ACTIVITY 7.1 SPEAKING The Swing Vote 

 
Look at this document closely and say in your own words what a swing state is. 
 

 
 

Taken from the article entitled “The Swing Vote” by Chris Jenkins, October 17th 2012 

Source: http://cjenkinsbalance.blogspot.fr/2012/10/the-swing-vote.html 

ACTIVITY 7.2 LISTENING The Swing Vote 

 

Watch the video and do the exam-style task.  

“The key post-convention battleground states”; 

from CNN, uploaded on July 29th 2016 

Source: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zWTSOQ2wHNs  

The presenter’s name is John King. 

 
ACTIVITY 7.3 TRAINING FOR THE EXAM How does a presidential election work? 

Use the documents we have studied in STEP 2 to make up a personal answer to the question: 

“How does a presidential election work?”. Insist on the aspects that differ from presidential 

elections in France.  

END OF STEP 2 

 

 

 

http://cjenkinsbalance.blogspot.fr/2012/10/the-swing-vote.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zWTSOQ2wHNs
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STEP 3 

What challenges await Clinton and Trump? 

In groups of three or four students, make a synthesis of the four documents below to provide a first 

answer to the question “What challenges await Clinton and Trump?”.  

Write a 200-word report of these documents. The best works will be used as a correction and 

shared with the class. 

ACTIVITY 8.1 LISTENING Who are the 2016 candidates? 

 

“Hillary Clinton: Mini Biography”  
(from Bio, uploaded on January 28th, 2016) 
 
Source: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gW5W2u2rh_A  
 

 
 

“Donald Trump’s Life Story”  
(from The Daily Conversation, uploaded on August 30th, 2015) 
 
Source: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JCS7nCwOT7c  
 

 
 

ACTIVITY 8.2 READING Winning people’s trust in politics 

 

“Americans don't expect much from their next president, no matter who it is” 

(The Washington Post, August 18th 2016, by Michael A. MEMOLI)  

Source: adapted from http://www.latimes.com/politics/la-na-pol-voter-attitudes-poll-20160818-snap-story.htm  

A deeply divided electorate has at least one thing in common: few expect big things from the next 
president. 

Fewer than one-third of registered voters think Hillary Clinton or Donald Trump would make a good or great 
president, while more are likely to see either as being “terrible” in the Oval Office, a new Pew Research 
Center poll finds. 

Expectations are only slightly better for Clinton than Trump. Thirty-one percent said she would be a good or 
great president, 22% say average, 12% poor and 33% say terrible. Forty-three percent of voters think 
Trump is likely to be a terrible president, accounting for the biggest discrepancy between the two 
candidates; only 27% say he would be a great or good president. 

Those figures were little changed since a March survey, and reflect a relative ambivalence even among the 
nominees’ supporters. Fewer than one in four Clinton or Trump supporters expect their candidate to be a 
great president while more decisively predicting the worst about the opposing candidate: 72% of Trump 
supporters say Clinton would be terrible, while 83% of Clinton backers said that of Trump. (…) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gW5W2u2rh_A
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JCS7nCwOT7c
http://www.latimes.com/politics/la-na-pol-voter-attitudes-poll-20160818-snap-story.htm
http://www.people-press.org/2016/08/18/clinton-trump-supporters-have-starkly-different-views-of-a-changing-nation/?utm_source=adaptivemailer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=16-08-18%20august%20political&org=982&lvl=100&ite=205&lea=22335&ctr=0&par=1&trk=
http://www.people-press.org/2016/08/18/clinton-trump-supporters-have-starkly-different-views-of-a-changing-nation/?utm_source=adaptivemailer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=16-08-18%20august%20political&org=982&lvl=100&ite=205&lea=22335&ctr=0&par=1&trk=


Clinton’s four-point lead among registered voters is just beyond the survey’s 2.8-percentage-point margin of 
error, and represents a tighter race than in mid-June when Clinton led Trump by nine points. 

But beyond views of the candidates, the poll demonstrates vastly different views of the state of the nation 
and its most pressing challenges. 

Clinton supporters, for instance, were far more likely (59%) to say that life was better for people like them 
now than 50 years ago than Trump supporters (just 11%). 

While two-thirds of Trump supporters said immigration was a very big problem for the country, just 17% of 
Clinton voters said the same. Another wide disparity existed in views of whether the gap between rich and 
poor represented a very big problem: 70% of Clinton supporters said it was, compared with just 31% of 
Trump supporters. The only issue where views aligned was on relations between racial and ethnic groups. 
Forty-seven percent of all voters said it was a “very big” problem, a jump from 29% who said that in 
2007 when the question was last asked, and ranked it ahead of terrorism, immigration and the 
environment.   

The survey as a whole painted a pessimistic view of the future beyond the candidates. Half of all voters 
said the future for the next generation of Americans would be worse than the present, while just one in four 
voters said better and about one in five said it would be the same. Even Clinton voters had only a narrowly 
optimistic view of this question (38% better vs. 30% worse). 

Pew’s data found a dramatic turnaround in the view of free trade agreements among Republican voters. 
Fifty-five percent of Republican and Republican-leaning voters said in 2014 that free trade agreements 
have been good for the U.S.; 51% said the same in the month before Trump launched his candidacy in 
2015 and made attacks on existing free-trade deals a cornerstone of his campaign. But now just 32% say 
that, while 61% now say the trade deals have been bad for the U.S. 

Democrats, meanwhile have remained largely supportive of free trade agreements. Fifty-eight percent 
called them good for the U.S. while just 34% said they weren’t. 

Voters were split on the question of whether the proposed Trans-Pacific Partnership would be good for the 
U.S., with one in four voters undecided. Securing approval for the trade pact among a dozen Pacific Rim 
nations including the U.S. is a major priority for President Obama in his final months in office, and he has 
vowed to press ahead despite opposition from both Clinton and Trump. 

Obama enjoys a healthy 53% job approval rating, the highest rating Pew has found during his entire 
second term. 

ACTIVITY 8.3 SPEAKING Thinking about the future of the USA 

 

(from the Wisconsin State Journal; by cartoonist Phil Hands; published on June 16th , 2016) 
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ACTIVITY 9.1 READING What have Clinton and Trump got to offer? 

 

Opinion: Trump promises too much, but Clinton has the opposite problem                        
(from MarketWatch.com, by Rex NUTTING, published on October 6, 2016) 

Source: http://www.marketwatch.com/story/americans-choice-is-trumps-hellish-vision-or-clintons-
boring-realism-2016-10-05 

Trump tells us what we want to hear, while Clinton tells us what we need to know 

One presidential candidate says he will solve all of our problems without breaking a sweat. “This is 
going to happen fast,” Donald Trump has reassured his supporters. “This is so easy.” 

The other says governing this complex and deeply divided nation is anything but easy. “It is 
difficult when you’re running to be president, and you understand how hard the job is,” Hillary 
Clinton told campaign contributors. “I don’t want to overpromise. I don’t want to tell people things 
that I know we cannot do.” 

Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton could not have more different leadership styles.  

Trump is like the lost guy who won’t ask for directions because he’s a man who can bend reality to 
his will. Clinton is the woman who quietly consults the map. She gets us where we want to go, but 
the journey isn’t nearly as exciting.  

Trump, the political outsider who’s always been his own boss, says he’ll build a wall, expel all the 
illegals, cut everyone’s taxes, balance the budget, defeat ISIS4, create 25 million new jobs, stare 
down China, and bring back factories and pride to America. And he’ll do it by lunch time. “Easy.” 

Clinton, the political insider who’s seen first-hand how incremental political progress can be, says 
we have to temper our hopes, because change never comes easy. If it were easy, it would have 
been done already.  

No one ever snapped his fingers and declared “Let’s have a vibrant middle class” and, poof!, it 
was done. No one ever woke up from a dream to find that racism had been overcome, or that the 
Berlin Wall had come down, or that all of our problems had magically gone away in the middle of 
the night.  

Trump’s confident manner appeals to those who want a strong leader who will make things 
happen by snapping his fingers. On the other hand, Clinton’s cautious manner appeals to those 
who are realistic. 

Trump has “the vision thing,” all right, but unless you are a white wealthy male, it’s a vision of Hell. 
Imagine a nation in which greed, suspicion and egotism are the only civic virtues. Imagine a 
country where all women are judged by their breasts, where all brown people are asked for their 
papers, where all Muslims are terrorists, where all black people are presumed guilty, and where 
everyone is measured by only one thing: Are you a winner or a loser? And where there can be 
only one winner. 

Trump pretends he’s not a politician. But he is the consummate politician. He tells us what we 
want to hear so we’ll adore him and vote for him, even though he doesn’t really have anything 

                                                           
4
 Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (also known as Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant) 

http://www.marketwatch.com/story/americans-choice-is-trumps-hellish-vision-or-clintons-boring-realism-2016-10-05
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/americans-choice-is-trumps-hellish-vision-or-clintons-boring-realism-2016-10-05
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/05/22/business/economic-promises-a-president-trump-could-and-couldnt-keep.html
https://theintercept.com/2016/09/30/hillary-clinton-center-right/
http://teacher.scholastic.com/lessonrepro/lessonplans/profbooks/elvesandshoemaker.pdf


particular in mind when he vaguely promises to make America great — again — and to win so 
much that we’ll beg him to stop with the winning already!  

Trump’s campaign is all about Donald Trump. He claims to speak for you, but he’s never listened 
to anything that anyone said. He only hears the cheering. 

God, do we love to cheer for politicians who promise the moon! Like JFK who literally promised 
the moon, like Ronald Reagan who promised America would be a shining city on a hill again, like 
Bill Clinton who promised to feel our pain, like Barack Obama who promised hope and change.  

We crave a leader who will tell us where we want to go. But shouldn’t we be the ones who decide 
that? This is a democracy, after all, not a dictatorship. 

There has been a lot of ink spilled over the past year about what makes Donald Trump tick, but 
comparatively little about what makes Hillary Clinton tick. Ezra Klein of Vox (a Clinton supporter, 
admittedly) has been one of the few journalists on that story. His take? Clinton’s strength isn’t her 
voice; it’s her hearing. Almost alone among politicians, she prefers listening to talking. 

She is, in some ways, the opposite of Obama, because she believes in the audacity of realism, not 
hope.  

As she said in 2008 as she battled with Obama for the Democratic nomination: “I could stand up 
here and say, ‘Let’s just get everybody together, let’s get unified. The sky will open. The light will 
come down. Celestial choirs will be singing. … Maybe I’ve just lived a little long, but I have no 
illusions about how hard this is going to be. You are not going to wave a magic wand and have the 
special interests disappear.” 

Republicans frequently argue that Hillary Clinton will do anything to be elected, that all of her 
campaign promises — raising the minimum wage, investing in people’s skills, reforming the 
criminal justice system, promising debt-free college, making the 1% pay higher taxes — are just 
cynical pandering.  

But the one thing Hillary Clinton won’t do to pander to the electorate is to tell them that she will fix 
everything, that it will be easy.  

I’m not arguing that Clinton doesn’t have a huge ego, nor that realism is the only way to be an 
effective politician. Sometimes, the people need an inspiring, eloquent and idealistic leader to give 
them hope that a better way is possible. Sometimes, change isn’t incremental; it’s revolutionary.  

But most of the time, change is incremental, it’s back-breaking. It requires compromise and an 
ability to listen as well as to speak. When President Hillary Clinton takes the oath in January, she’ll 
have to work with a Republican House, and maybe a Republican Senate. In grid-locked 
Washington, it will take a realist, not a dreamy idealist or a pumped-up egotist, to make any 
progress. 

She might not be what we want, but she might be what we need. 

ACTIVITY 9.2 LANGUAGE STUDY What have Clinton and Trump got to offer? 

In French, describe and comment upon the underlined segment (l. 16-17).  

Then, translate these two sentences into English (the text features the needed vocabulary): 

a) Si Trump gagnait l’élection, le Mexique devrait construire un mur et le payer. 

 

b) Si j’étais Président, j’augmenterai le salaire minimum et je ferais payer plus d’impôts aux plus riches. 

http://www.vox.com/a/hillary-clinton-interview/the-gap-listener-leadership-quality
http://www.vox.com/2016/1/28/10858464/hillary-clinton-bernie-sanders-political-realism
https://berniesanders.com/stream/
https://www.donaldjtrump.com/
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ACTIVITY 9.1 READING What have Clinton and Trump got to offer? 

 

1. Introduce the document (source, date, author, topic) . To account for the topic in your own words, make sure 

you have read the title, the url and the small introduction in italics. 

Part 1 (l. 2-21) 

2. What adjective best corresponds to each candidate’s style? Circle the right answer for Clinton and underline 

the right answer for Trump. Quote the text to justify your answers. 

SHY – METHODICAL – EASY-GOING – WEALTHY – OVERCONFIDENT 

 

3. In the text, find the words or expressions meaning: 

a) Facilement, sans se fouler 
b) Le voyage 
c) Prendre ses désirs pour 

une réalité 

d) Intimider 
e) Qui progresse petit à petit 
f) Dynamique  

 

4. (l. 15) “Clinton, the political insider who’s seen first-hand how incremental political progress can be”.  

Explain what part of her life this passage refers to (give two elements). 

Part 2 (l. 22-41) 

5. Are these statements right or wrong? Justify your answer with a quotation from the text? 

a) Trump’s victory would only please White Anglo-Saxons Protestants. 

b) The reality is that Trump has got a solid, well thought-out program. 

c) American people usually trust some of the candidates’ or President’s most optimistic promises. 

 

6. In the text, find the words or expressions meaning: 

a) Prudent 

b) Accompli, très doué 

c) Désirer, avoir très envie de 

Part 3 (l. 47-62) 

7. a) Judging from lines 42 to 52, is Hillary Clinton more realistic or idealistic? What can explain it? Answer in 

your own words. (around 30 words)  

b) Quote four elements showing that she considered Obama’s promises as not credible. 

 

8. What does the author of the article reproach Clinton for? Answer in your own words and quote the 

corresponding sentence. 

 

9. a) What “House” is the author talking about, line 64?  

 

b) Explain the expression: (l. 64-66) “In grid-locked Washington,  it will take a realist […] to make any 

progress.” 

 

10. In the text, find the words or expressions meaning: 

a) On a dit beaucoup de choses sur 

b) Des flatteries / flatter 

c) Harassant  

d) Gonflé à bloc 
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ACTIVITY 10.1 LANGUAGE STUDY Wishes and hypotheses 

 

 

 

Copy the sentences and conjugate the verbs 
between brackets. 
 

1. If I (go) to the USA, I would visit Mount 
Rushmore. 

2. If Clinton manages to get the entire toss-up 
states vote, she (win) the election. 

3. If Lincoln had lost the Civil War, he (not – enter) 
the pantheon of the great American presidents. 

4. Al Gore (be elected) President if the Supreme 
Court had allowed the Florida votes to be 
recounted. 

5. If I (be) an American citizen, I don’t know who I 
(vote) for this year. 

 
NB « Wish » est également associé à la notion d’irréel, 
en l’occurrence à un souhait portant sur le présent ou sur 
le passé.  Il est suivi des mêmes outils verbaux que 
« if ».  
 

6. Trump wishes he (can) still convince more 
electors to vote for him (mais vu son incohérence 
lors des débats, il a peu de chances) 
 

7. Clinton wishes the media (not – see) her 
collapse from heat after the 9/11 memorial 
ceremony. (mais c’est trop tard) 

 

ACTIVITY 10.2 FINAL TASK Can “anybody” become the President of the USA? 

 

Produce a 3-minute speech devised to answer the question: “If you were a candidate to the US 

presidency, what would your program consist in?”  

 Take the whole chapter into account to find ideas. 

 Remember to use superlative (Act 2) and to express wishes and hypotheses (Act 9&10) 

The assessment criteria will focus on  

1) how well you carry out the task (length, relevance, organization, originality…) 
 

2) the quality of your spoken English (fluidity, understandability, grammar, vocabulary…)  



 


