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Why is travelling a British issue? 
Main notion: spaces and exchanges 

 
 

 
“There are no foreign lands. It is the traveller only who is foreign.” 

 
Robert Louis STEVENSON, Scottish novelist and poet (1850-1894) 

 
 

“All travel has its advantages. If the passenger visits better countries, he may learn to improve his own. And 
if fortune carries him to worse, he may learn to enjoy it.”  

 
Samuel JOHNSON, English writer (1709-1784) 

 
Though only 210,000 square meters wide (as compared to France’s near 650,000), Great Britain 

has been shaping the world for many centuries. Its inhabitants take pride in the “greatness” of 
their island by citing, among others, the explorers that have helped expand the mighty British 

Empire, thus enabling the United Kingdom to be the first world power up the second half of the 
20th century. 

 
But now that there is no more land to discover and conquer, we can also apprehend the idea of 

travelling as a source of cultural, scientific or even human enrichment. In other words, what 
purposes do British travellers serve nowadays?  

 

 

FINAL TASK: write an email to take part in an exploration programme. 
 
TARGET LEVEL: Ecrire / B2 
 
« écrire des lettres exprimant différents degrés d’émotion, souligner ce qui est important pour soi dans un événement 
ou une expérience » 
 

LEARNING GOALS 
- Learn about the great British explorers and current famous British travellers 
- Understand what motivates exploration and travelling in past and present United Kingdom 
- Revise how to express purpose 
- Learn/ revise how to write an application letter   
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ACTIVITY 1 SPEAKING On the move 

 

 

Picture 1 
 

1. Describe the picture. 
 

2. Imagine what this 
woman is doing 
there as well as her 
motivations. 

 

 

 

Picture 2 
 

1. Describe the 
picture. 
 

2. In your opinion, 
what may bring 
these young people 
to take a trip in 
faraway places? 

 

 

3. Compare the two pictures. What image of the British do they show? 

4. Can you imagine why Britons count so many adventurers and explorers? 

 

 



Lycée Notre Dame du Mur – année scolaire 2016-2017 – Terminale – séquence 2 

STEP 1: explorers with a cause 

ACTIVITY 2.1 READING - SPEAKING Sir Ranulph Fiennes 

 

 

 

“A winter traverse of the Antarctic is widely regarded as the last true remaining polar challenge, and the expedition’s 

success will reassert Britain’s status as the world’s greatest nation of explorers” Sir Ranulph Fiennes 

Read the quote and try to identify the elements featured on the sign that Fiennes is holding in the 

picture. Then say who the man is and what his expedition was about. 

 

ACTIVITY 2.2 LISTENING Sir Ranulph Fiennes 

Do the exam-style listening task. TIP: the recording is longer than usual, so make different parts. 

“Sir Ranulph Fiennes’s expedition launched” (BBC) 
 
Source: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YZeqF4x4Bfg  
 

 
   

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YZeqF4x4Bfg
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ACTIVITY 3.1 READING  The Royals and exploration 
 

 

1) Draw a chronology associating dates, explorers, monarchs and destinations. 

 

2) a. In your own words, give a definition of the words “patronage” (l. 23) and “patron” (l. 33)  

b. Say how patronage has evolved over time.  

      3) What vision of the Royal Family is given in the text? (around 50 words) 
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ACTIVITY 3.2 LANGUAGE STUDY  The Royals and exploration 

 

Les propositions subordonnées relatives, de condition et de but 

 

ACTIVITY 3.3 WRITING  The Royals and exploration 

1) Match each word or expression with its definition. 

 to circumnavigate □  □ something that has been accomplished by 
hard work, ability or heroism 

 a journey □  □ an institution or organization set to provide 
help, money or goods to those in need 

 to take a trip □  □ a trip (especially at sea or in the air) 

 a trek □  □ worldwide traveler 

 a globetrotter □  □ a long and difficult walk 

 a voyage □  □ a trip (in general) 

 to raise funds □  □ an obligation or a promise  

 an achievement □  □ to travel 

 a charity □  □ to sail or fly around the world 

 a commitment □  □ to offer one’s personal services for free 

 to volunteer □  □ to collect money in order to finance a project 

 

2) Write a +/- 100 words paragraph about the role of the British monarchy in the exploration of 

the South Pole.  

You must use the three linguistic tools studied above (relative clauses, If-clauses and 

expressions of purpose) and vocabulary taken from the previous activities (including the 

previous question). 
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ACTIVITY 4.1 READING – LISTENING  Exploring with a purpose 

STEP 1 Read the text or listen to the document and discuss it with your team. 

STEP 2 Find information about the various adventurers, their missions and their reasons for 

travelling the world over the centuries. 

 

Team 3: 

Source: https://soundcloud.com/user-490229688/terminale-the-east-india-company  

 

https://soundcloud.com/user-490229688/terminale-the-east-india-company


 

ACTIVITY 4.2 SPEAKING  Exploring with a purpose 

 

SPEAKING Two spokespeople will be chosen in each group by the teacher to report the team’s 

findings to the class.  

Everyone takes notes and asks questions. 
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ACTIVITY 5.1 READING – LANGUAGE STUDY Show your experience and skills 

(STEP 3 – what is left for the British to discover?) 

1) Read the email then say what the subject is and what the sender wrote it for. 

 

2) Pick out the expressions used to show the applicant’s skills and experiences. 

 

3) Observe and comment upon the verbs l. 11 (“I have gained an insight…”) and l. 14 (“what 

your charity has been doing to find solutions”): what verb forms are they (tense and 

aspect)? What is their purpose?  

ACTIVITY 5.2 WRITING Show your experience and skills 

 

Complete the missing part of the email (l. 10), adding a few skills and experiences in relation with 

charities and the missions which could be given to Sean Dunn. 

 



ACTIVITY 6.1 READING  Show your motivation 

 

 

1. What does a wwoofer do? 

2. Identify the words and expressions that are used to speak about the girl’s motivation. 

ACTIVITY 6.2 PREPARING FOR THE FINAL TASK  Show your motivation 

 

WRITING 

Write an email to a farm to become a wwoofer, and state your motivations. 

SYNTHESIS 

1. What drives young people to hit the road? 

2. What skills and qualities do you need to go and live such experiences? 

3. Would you rather be a woofer or an applicant for a more traditional summer job? 

ACTIVITY 7 WRITING  Final Task 

Write an email to take part in an exploration programme (minimum length: 150 words) 

 

 


