
 

Unit 18 

Present perfect continous(I have been doing)or present 

perfect simple(I have done) 

Study this solution: 



Unit 19. Present perfect with how long; 

simple past with when; since and for 

2-3 minutes 

 
    

Unit 19. Present perfect with how long; simple past with when; since and for 

A.Use the simple past 

(I did) to ask or say whensomething happened: 

  A: When did it start raining?  

  B: It started raining at one o’clock / an hour ago.  

  A: When did Joe and Carol first meet?  

  B: They first met when they were in college / a long time ago.  

Use the present perfect (I have done /I have been doing) to ask or say how long something has 

been happening (up to the present): 

  A: How long has it been raining?  

  B: It‘s been raining since one o’clock / for an hour.  

  A: How long have Joe and Carol known each other?  

  B: They’ve known each other since they were in college / for a long time.  

B. 
Since and for 

We use both since and for to say how long something has been happening: 

  I’ve been waiting for you since 8 o’clock.  

  I’ve been waiting for you for two hours.  

We use since when we say the beginning of the period (8 o’clock). We use for when we say the 

period of time (two hours). 

 



   She’s been working here since April. (= from April until now) She’s been working here for six 

months, (not since six months)  

  I haven’t seen Tom since Monday. (= from Monday until now) I haven’t seen Tom for three days, (not 

since three days)  

We do not use for in expressions with all (all day / all morning / all week / all my life, etc.): 

  I’ve lived here all my life, (not for all my life)  

C. 
Note the structure How long has it been since… ?: 

  A: How long has it been since you had a vacation?  

  B: It’s been (= it has been) two years since I had a vacation. (= I haven’t had a vacation for two years.)  

 It’s been ages since Aunt Helen visited us. (= 

She hasn’t visited us for ages.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unit 20. Present perfect (I have done) or simple past (I did)? 

2 minutes 

 
    

Unit 20. Present perfect (I have done) or simple past (I did)? 

A.It is often possible to use the present perfect (I have done) or the simple past (I did): 

  I’ve lost my key. Have you seen it anywhere? 

or: I lost my key. Did you see it anywhere?  

But do not use the present perfect to say when something happened (for example, yesterday, two 

years ago, when I was a child, etc.). Use a past tense in these sentences: 

  I lost my key yesterday, (not have lost)  

  Did you see the movie on TV last night? (not have you seen)  

  I ate a lot of candy when I was a child, (not have eaten) Use a past tense to ask when or what 

time something happened:  

  What time did they arrive? (not have they arrived)  

  When were you born? (not have been born)  

B. 
Do not use the present perfect (I have done) for happenings and actions that are not connected 

with the present (for example, historical events): 

  The Chinese invented printing, (not have invented)  

  How many symphonies did Beethoven compose? (not has … composed)  

C. 

Now compare these sentences: 



 

  



                  

Here are some more examples: 

  There was a man talking to a woman outside my house. The man looked American, and I 

think the woman was Indian. 

  When we were on vacation, we stayed at a hotel. In the evenings, sometimes we had dinner at 

the hotel and sometimes in a restaurant. 

  I saw a movie last night. The movie was about a soldier and a beautiful woman. The soldier 

was in love with the woman, but the woman was in love with a teacher. So the soldier shot the 

teacher and married the woman. 

B. 

We use a/an when the listener doesn’t know which thing we mean. We use the when it is clear 

which thing we mean: 

  Tom sat down on a chair, (we don’t know which chair) 

Tom sat down on the chair nearest the door, (we know which chair) 

  Ann is looking for a job. (not a particular job) 

Did Ann get the job she applied for? (a particular job) 

  Do you have a car? (not a particular car) 

I cleaned the car yesterday, (a particular car, my car) 

C. 
We use the when it is clear in the situation which thing or person we mean. For example, in a 

room we talk about “the light / the floor / the ceiling / the door / the carpet,” etc. Study these 

examples: 



  Can you turn off  the light, please? (= the light in this room) 

  Where is the bathroom, please? (= the bathroom in this building/house) 

  I enjoyed the movie. Who was the director? (= the director of the movie) 

  I took a taxi to the station. (= the station of that town) 

  We got to the airport just in time for our flight. 

Also: the police / the fire department / the army. 

We also say the bank, the post office: 

  I have to go to the bank to change some money, and then I’m going to the post office to buy 

some stamps. (The speaker is usually thinking of a 

particular bank or post office.) 

We also say the doctor, the dentist, the hospital: 

  John wasn’t feeling very well. He went to the doctor. (= his doctor) 

  Two people were taken to the hospital after the accident. 

 

Unit 68. The (1) 

A. 
For the difference between the and a/an see Unit 67. 

We say the… when there is only one of something: 

  What is the longest river in the world? (There is only one longest river in the world.) 

  We went to the most expensive restaurant in town. 

  The only television program she watches is the news. 

  Paris is the capital of France. 

  Everybody left at the end of the meeting. 

  The earth goes around the sun. (also: the moon / the world / the universe) 

B. 
We say: the sea the sky the ground the city / the country 

  Would you rather live in the city or in the country? 

  Don’t sit on the ground! It’s wet. 

  We looked up at all the stars in the sky. 

We say go to sea / be at sea (without the) when the meaning is go/be on a voyage: 

? Ken is a seaman. He spends most of his life at sea. 

but: I would love to live near the sea. (not near sea) 
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We say space (not the space) when we mean space in the universe: 

  There are millions of stars in space, (not in the space) 

but: He tried to park his car, but the space wasn’t big enough. 

C. 

Movies theater radio television  

We say the movies / the theater: 

  We went to the movies last night. 

  Do you often go to the theater? 

Note that when we say the theater, we do not necessarily mean one particular theater. 

We usually say the radio: 

? We often listen to the radio.  

  I heard the news on the radio. 

But we usually say television (without the): 

  We often watch television.  

  I watched the news on television. 

but: Can you turn off the television, please? (= the television set) 

D. 

Meals: We do not normally use the with the names of meals: 

  What time is lunch? 

  We had dinner in a restaurant. 

  What did you have for breakfast? 

  Ann invited me to (or for) dinner. But we say a meal: 

  We had a meal in a restaurant. 

We also say a when there is an adjective before lunch/breakfast, etc. 

  Thank you. That was a very nice lunch, (not that was very nice lunch) 

 

  



Unit 69. The (2) 

A. 

Study these sentences: 

  The rose is my favorite flower. 

  The giraffe is the tallest of all animals. 

In these examples the… doesn’t mean one particular thing. The rose = roses in general, the 

giraffe = giraffes in general. We use the + a singular countable noun in this way to talk about a 

type of plant, animal, etc. Note that you can also use a plural noun without the: 

  Rose are my favorite flowers, (but not The roses … – see Unit http://moscow-

translator.ru/letter/murphy-unit-81.html) We also use the + a singular countable noun when we 

talk about a type of machine, an invention, etc. For example: 

  When was the telephone invented? 

  The bicycle is an excellent means of transportation. We also use the for musical instruments: 

  Can you play the guitar? (not Can you play guitar?) 

  The piano is my favorite instrument. 

B. 

The + adjective 

We use the with some adjectives (without a noun). The meaning is always plural. For example, 

the rich = rich people in general: 

  Do you think the rich should pay more taxes? 

We use the especially with these adjectives: 

the rich the old the blind the sick the disabled the injured 

the poor the young the deaf the dead the unemployed the homeless 

  That man over there is collecting money for the homeless. 

  Why doesn’t the government do more to help the unemployed? 

These expressions are always plural. You cannot say “a blind” or “an unemployed.” You have to 

say “a blind man,” “an unemployed woman,” etc. 

C.The + nationality words 

You can use the with some nationality adjectives when you mean “the people of that country.” 

For example: 

  The French are famous for their food. (= the French people) 



  The English are known for being polite. (= the English people) 

You can use the in this way with these nationality words: 

the British the Welsh the Spanish the Dutch 

the English the Irish the French the Swiss 

You can also use the with nationality words ending in -ese (the Japanese / the Chinese, etc.). 

With other nationalities you have to use a plural noun ending in -s: 

(the) Russians (the) Italians (the) Arabs (the) Germans (the) Turks 

 



    

 



                   Unit 73. Names of streets, buildings, etc. with and without the 

                



Unit 29. May and might (future) 

A.We use may or might to talk about possible happenings or possible actions in the future. Study 

these examples: 

  I’m not sure where to go on my vacation, but I may go to Puerto Rico. (= perhaps I will go) 

  The weather forecast is not very good. It might rain this afternoon. (= perhaps it will rain) 

  I can’t help you. Why don’t you ask Tom? He might be able to help you. (= perhaps he will be 

able to help) 

The negative form is may not or might not: 

  Ann may not come to the party tonight. She isn’t feeling well. (= perhaps she won’t come) 

  There might not be a meeting on Friday because the director is sick. (= perhaps there won’t be 

a meeting) 

It doesn’t matter whether you use may or might. You can say: 

  I may go to Italy, or I might go to Italy. 

B. 

There is also a continuous form: may / might be doing. Compare this with will be doing (see 

Unit 10 a,b): 

  Don’t call at 8:30. I’ll be watching the football game on TV. 

  Don’t call at 8:30.I may (or might) be watching the football game on TV. (= perhaps I’ll be in 

the middle of watching it) 

You can also use the continuous (may/might be doing) when you are talking about possible 

plans. Compare: 

  I’m going to Puerto Rico in July, (for sure) 

  I may (or might) be going to Puerto Rico in July, (it’s possible) 

But you can also say: I may/might go to Puerto Rico in July. 

May as well, might as well 

C. 
Study this example: 

A: What do you want to do this evening? 

B: I don’t know. Any ideas? 

A: Well, there’s a movie on television. It sounds interesting. 

B: We might as well watch it. There’s nothing else to do. 

We use may/might as well to say that we should do something, but only because there is no 

reason not to do it and because there is nothing better to do. We might as well watch it means, 

“Why not watch it? There’s nothing better to do.”  
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  You’ll have to wait an hour for the next bus, so you might as well walk. 

  We may as well go to the party. We have nothing else to do. 

  “Should we have dinner now?” “We might as well.” 

 

Module 9 

 may, might, probably, definitely, will,  for predictions 

But what do they mean? Below is an explanation of these terms and their meaning: 

‘will definitely’  

We use this phrase when we are sure something will happen eg. ‘We will definitely go out on 

Friday night’. 

The negative of this phrase is definitely won’t 

‘will probably’ 

This phrase is used when we are fairly sure (perhaps 75% sure) something will happen eg. ‘We 

will probably  go to the movies tonight’ 

The negative of this phrase is probably won’t 

‘may / might’ 

These verbs are used to say that something could happen / that it’s possible something will appen 

eg. We may / might go out on Friday night 

The negative of these verbs is may / might not and people will say mightn’t 

eg. I mightn’t be able to see you on Friday night / I may not be able to see you on Friday night 

Will people use mobile phones in the future? Will they write letters? Will people spend more 

time at home? Will they still play computer games? Will people still read books? Will people still 

use CDs? Will we use the internet? Will computers replace teachers? 
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