
 
 
 
 
 

 

FOR IMMIGRANT VISA APPLICANTS 
 

 
RECEIVING APPROVED CASES FROM USCIS 
 
Please allow up to 1-2 weeks after receipt of an I-824 

form from U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 

(USCIS) before expecting your immigrant visa interview 

appointment details. This ensures USCIS has had 

enough time to mail the approved petition and NVC has 

entered it into our database. This is the first point that 

NVC is aware of a case and able to provide details. 

 
ADVICE 
 
Do not send original civil documents to NVC.  
Submit photocopies of items required. However, you 

must bring all original civil documents to the interview 

for the consular officer to review — even if you 

submitted photocopies to NVC. 
  
After receiving an interview appointment; review the 

specific instructions for scheduling a medical exam. 

PRIOR to all visa interviews, applicants must have 

completed a medical exam with an approved physician 

in the country of interview. 

 

The interview is mandatory. You and your dependents 

must attend. Take to the interview all passports and 

any original documents required by the consular. 

 

The NVC uses an internal system to “estimate” when a 

visa number might be available which is adjusted every 

month based on the visa Bulletin. When your priority 

date becomes current, NVC proceeds with your case. 

 

NVC provides an I-864 “Assessment Letter” when 

cases are scheduled for an interview appointment. This 

letter provides suggestions for how you can correct 

your documents prior to interview with a consular 

officer. 

 

 
 

SCHEDULING VISA INTERVIEWS 
 
NVC schedules interviews on a monthly basis. We 

receive each embassy’s list of available appointment 

dates and times, and we fill them in the order that 

cases became documentarily qualified, as long as there 

is an available visa number. (There is a maximum 

number of visas the U.S. can approve each year in 

some visa categories, so there may be a delay between 

completing your application and being eligible for an 

interview if you are in one of these categories.) 

 

WHAT CAN’T NVC DO? 
 

NVC researches cases and communicates with 

overseas embassies and USCIS when necessary. As 

the “middle man,” NVC cannot on its own: 

   Approve an expedite or transfer request 
 
   Reinstate a case 
 
In the above instances, NVC forwards your request to a 

consular officer overseas and waits for their decision. 

 
I-601A PROVISIONAL WAIVERS 
 
NVC can continue to collect and review documents for 

a case during the time an I-601A Application for a 

Provisional Unlawful Presence Waiver is being 

adjudicated by USCIS. However, documentarily 

qualified cases will not be scheduled for a visa 

interview until USCIS adjudicates the provisional waiver 

application. NVC will hold a case if any applicant on the 

case has an I-601A being adjudicated at USCIS. 

 
USCIS requires I-601A applicants to include proof that 

their Immigrant Visa fee has been paid. Applicants in this 

category can email NVCI601A@state.gov This address 

is only for generating fee receipts. NVC does not 

respond to general inquiries in this mailbox. 

mailto:NVCI601A@state.gov
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Record Year for Immigrant Visas 

The Bureau of Consular Affairs recently published worldwide visa statistics for 2015, which proved to be a record 
year for NVC.  As you can see from the chart below, NVC facilitated more immigrant visa interviews than ever before 
in nearly every category.  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NVC is proud of its role helping families reunite and facilitating business investment in the U.S., all while providing  
a crucial role in defending our borders.  Here are NVC’s unique workload statistics from FY2015: 
 
 Received 648,000+ petitions from USCIS  
 Updated 269,000+ newly current Family-Based petitions 
 456,000+ cases processed and sent to embassies/consulates overseas 
 2.7 million cases at NVC, including cases NVC is actively working on (immediate relative cases and current   

cases in numerically limited categories) and non-current cases in preference categories  
 Received 1.4 million pieces of incoming mail 
 Sent 3.3 million pieces of outgoing mail 
 Responded to 1,683,000+ written inquiries 
 Responded to 1,471,000+ public calls 
 Responded to 92,000+ Congressional inquiries 
 

 
Change to Dominican Document Requirements 

Civil documents from the Dominican Republic no longer need to 
be legalized by the mail civil registry office in Santo Domingo.  This 
change is effective immediately and was made in cooperation with 
the U.S. Embassy in Santo Domingo based on changes in  
Dominican federal procedures.  Civil documents include such  
government-issued items as birth, marriage, death, and divorce 
certificates.  We hope this change will help immigrant visa  
applicants in the Dominican Republic more quickly and easily 
compile their required documents. 
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TIPS FOR FASTER SERVICE 

 E-mail us at NVCCongressional 
@state.gov    

 Use the NVC case number or USCIS 
receipt number as the subject line 

 Please refer to one case per e-mail 

 Include in the body of the e-mail the 
name and date of birth of the 
beneficiary (visa applicant) 

 Include a privacy waiver that either 
specifically refers to DOS or NVC, or 
gives broad permission to “any 
federal agency” to share information   

http://travel.state.gov/content/visas/en/law-and-policy/statistics/immigrant-visas.html�
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