
 

 

DRC REAFFIRMS COMMITMENT TO FIGHTING SEXUAL 

VIOLENCE  

 

-Military Justice Book highlights critical importance of prosecuting military offenders and presents 

successful case studies, including the General Kakwavu prosecution- 

-Recent UN figures show an 85% decrease in reported cases of conflict-related sexual violence in the 

DRC over the last three years- 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 3 July 2017: The Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) has today reaffirmed 

its commitment to fighting sexual violence in conflict with the launch of a Military Justice Book at the 

AU Summit in Addis Ababa. 

The Book, which was written by the magistrates of the DRC’s Military High Court in partnership with 

the office of the Personal Representative of the President on sexual violence and child recruitment, Ms 

Jeanine Mabunda, highlights the ongoing fight being waged in the DRC against impunity for crimes of 

sexual violence with case studies of successful, sometimes infamous prosecutions.  

Given the current unrest in some regions of the DRC, the Book’s launch is an important milestone that 

reminds institutions of the country’s lack of tolerance for those who commit acts of sexual violence 

during conflict. 

The launch comes shortly after the publication of 2016 UN report which records an 85% decrease in 

reported cases of conflict-related sexual violence in the DRC over the last three years. 

Ms Mabunda, who hosted the event, called for continued pressure on institutions to hold offenders to 

account:  

“The Military Justice Book is the result of my office’s partnership with the Military High Court and our 

joint efforts to fight against impunity for conflict-related sexual violence. I am proud to launch a book 

which brings to light the judicial efforts made to tackle this kind of violence in the DRC.  

“We are not complacent. Recent fighting, especially in Kasai province, shows that we still have a long 

way to go. However, we strongly believe the prosecution of perpetrators of all ranks in the military is a 

critical step in the fight against conflict-related sexual violence in the DRC. We will continue to fight for 

justice for the victims, and end the impunity of the perpetrators of these crimes.”  

The Military Justice Book is a collection of ten cases that were brought before the Military High Court 

and involved sexual violence committed by men serving in the military at the time. Two of the cases 

included are the well-known 2003 Songo Mboyo mass rape and 2014 General Kakwavu cases. General 

Jerome Kakwavu is the first Congolese general to be successfully prosecuted for rape. The case is 

considered a turning point in the fight against impunity for conflict-related sexual violence. In the Songo 



 

Mboyo case, the military court convicted the servicemen of crimes against humanity in accordance with 

the Rome Statute.  

 

Events have recently taken place across the DRC to mark International Day for the Elimination of Sexual 

Violence in Conflict. This includes the opening of a specialist gynaecological centre dedicated to the 

care of victims of sexual violence at the General Referral Hospital of Kintambo, and workshops for 

troops on sexual violence laws as well as training sessions for FARDC officers based in Kasai, hosted by 

The Civic Education, Social Action Service. 
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CONTACT DETAILS 

3098, Avenue Batetela – Immeuble Crown Tower – 12ème étage/Suite 1206 – 
Kinshasa/Gombe 

Suivez-nous sur Twitter : @StopDRCSV  
Facebook: Stop DR Congo Sexual Violence 

Site Web: www.stopdrcsexualviolence.com 

 

 

http://www.stopdrcsexualviolence.com/

