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Professional simultaneous translation of the debates  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DRAFT PROGRAMM 

Friday   6th October 2017 (German > English)  
19H-22H  Presentations and discussions in German 

Saturday   7th October 2017 (French <> English) 
10H15-12H30 Presentations and discussions in French 
12H30-14H  Lunch  
14H-16H  Presentations and discussions in French or English  
16H-16H30  Coffee break  
16H30-18H30 Presentations and discussions in English  
18H30-20H  Dinner 
20H-22H30  Roundtable in French and English 
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10H-15H            Brunch with speakers and limited participants 
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What happened to paideia and scholê? 
  
  
In the work titled « Definitions », often attributed to Plato, education or 
paideia in ancient greek, refers to the care provided to the soul. Paideia 
was the process of educating individuals, in a way of moulding or raising 
them up, thus enabling them to reach their « true » nature, that of 
the genuine human being.  
 
The first meaning of school according to its greek etymology  (scholê) 
was «leisure», especially that dedicated to the study of the free man.1 
 
Nowadays low literacy skills are a concern globally, including in middle 
and high income countries. About 20% of adults in Europe lack the 
literacy skills they need to fully participate in society. Adults with poor 
literacy and numeracy skills face numerous sources of disadvantage. 
(UNESCO report Education 2030).2	
  
Yet what concerns the Swiss pediatrician Remo H. Largo the most, is the 
fact that more and more children are suffering from burnout, a term 
usually used for adults and related to overwork. Largo also raises the 
point that many children are also suffering from low self-esteem which he 
claims is an unintentional by-product of the traditional school system. 
Largo suggests that this forced system of education does not sufficiently 
fulfil individual and emotional needs of young people. He is an advocate 
for enabling self-determination, which he connects with self-directed 
learning and free schools. All this implies a radical rethinking of our 
society.3 
  
The educationalist Sir Ken Robinson promotes a similar argument, as he 
said : "We need to look at the alternatives. The alternatives work. The 
great challenge for the alternative and democratic school movement is to 
take these alternatives from the fringe to the mainstream !  When we do 
that we'll find we don't need alternatives because we will have 
implemented principles that actually work!".4 	
 
Haven’t we gone astray too much and isn’t it high time to give the 
ethical meaning back to « education » and « school » ? 

																																																								
1			Wikipedia Paideia Scholê Definitions	
2  UNESCO Report Education 2030 (EN) p.47 col.1 
3			http://mobile2.tagesanzeiger.ch/articles/59299abaab5c370ec3000001	
4			www.youtube.com/watch?v=IALCagywibc 
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This European colloquium seeks to show how alternatives work, in 
different contexts, whether in institutions or elsewhere and to 
discuss about what prevents them becoming mainstream, so that 
they can be available for everyone.  
 
 
Thus it is addressed to: 
  
- everybody and most particularly all the people trying to accompany their 
children in their development and learning experience, without using 
power, fear or manipulation 
- all people questioning the obsession of performance and examination 
- all teachers interested in informal learning without really knowing how to 
put it into practise  and wondering how to maintain order in freedom  
- all medical actors having to deal with children suffering at school 
- anyone interested in alternatives 
- anyone concerned by democratic values and fundamental rights  
- anyone just curious and not fearing questioning some dogmas... 
  

  
Freedom of education concerns us all !	
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Bertrand Stern  (DE/FR)  

As independant philosopher, for about five decades he has 
dedicated himself to questions of educational freedom and 
the critique of our civilisation and schooling.  At the centre 
of his work is the unconditional respect of dignity, 
competencies and self-determination of the 
individuum thus leading to a radical questioning in 
particular of the taboos childhood, school and working 
ideology. 
 
www.bertrandstern.de 
www.bertrandstern-stiftung.de/ 
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Franziska Klinkigt  (DE)  
 
Franziska Klinkigt is a psychologist, systemic 
(family-) therapist and counsellor. She is the  
author of a book on structural violence: 
 
« Wer sein Kind liebt ...  
Theorie und Praxis der strukturellen Gewalt »  
tologo verlag, Leipzig, Oktober 2015 

She dedicates herself to educational freedom since many years and also to 
the critique of schooling and education as well as questions related to non-
violent and peaceful inter-personal dealings.  
 
Sie is intensively dealing with the topic of structural violence and  highlights in 
this context in particular aspects of the best interest of the child and the 
endangerement of the child’s welfare. 
 
franziskaklinkigt.blogspot.lu 
	



 

	  
 
« This book shows that the essence of the current education system is based on the 
needs of the society of 200 years ago. It describes a number of myths in education, 
such as: more education is better, teaching is learning, tests lead to better education, 
children need guidance, teachers are regarded as professionals and children do bully. 
These myths cause great suffering for children and inhibit learning and development. 
It seems the Rights of the Child stop at the front door of the school».  
 
 

	
	

	

Peter Hartkamp (NL/EN) 
 

Peter Hartkamp is active on the Council of the European 
Democratic Education (EUDEC) and gives presentations on 
education and human rights in different countries 
 
He is also founder of 3 democratic schools in Holland and 
author  of : « Beyond coercive education, A plea for the 
realisation of the rights of the child in education ».� 
www.beyondcoerciveeducation.eu 
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Dr Alan Thomas (EN) 
 
UCL Institute of Education, London.  
Alan’s research focusses on home education, mainly based 
on 150 in depth interviews and many extended 
observations of families in the home.  
 
Author of « Educating Children at Home », Cassell, 1998 
 
Co author of « How Children learn at home »,  
Thomas and Pattison, Bloomsbury, 2007 
 
 

Dr Harriet Pattison (EN) 
 
Author of "Rethinking learning to read" Heretics Press 
2016. Harriet is a former home educator and currently 
lectures in early childhood at Liverpool Hope University.   
She has an academic background in social anthropology  
and science policy and is drawn towards the philosophy  
of the alternative. 
 
etheses.bham.ac.uk/5051/ 
www.educationalhereticspress.com/titles-rethinking-learning-
to-read.htm 

		
	



	
	

	

	

Jean-Pierre Lepri (FR) 
 
Inspector (at the highest level) in the National Education 
sector in France, key expert (project leader) and 
consultant for UNESCO, author of many books (Ed. 
Myriadis).  
 
www.education-authentique.org/index.php?page=qui-
sommes-nous 
www.grealavie.org 
	

« Learning is innate !  
We don’t learn to learn. Nobody can teach me to learn or anything else. I learn on 
my own and inevitably what is meaningful to me in the environment where I am : 
language, customs, food.. Teaching, educating… is unecessary, except for teaching 
the status of being literate or educated ». 
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Bernard Collot  (FR) 
 
During his career as a teacher in a one-class school, 
where all ages were mixed, at the national Education in 
France, Bernard Collot explored and studied how children 
develop cognitively and socially given the freedom of being 
themselves, and as a consequence of informal learning.  
 
« L'école du 3ème type » Ed. L’Instant Présent, 2017  
« L’école de la simplexité » TheBookEdition.com, 2012 
 
b.collot.pagesperso-orange.fr/b.collot/index2.htm 



	
	

	
	
	
	

	

Melissa Plavis (FR) 
 
PhD Student in anthropology at the University of Paris 
Nanterre, author of « Apprendre par soi même, avec les 
autres, dans le monde. L'expérience du unschooling »  
Ed. Myriadis, 2017  
 
Learning on your own, with others, in the world.  
The experience of unschooling 
 
She is also a member of the PROSCIEF  team at the 
University of Cergy-Pontoise in France (Processus de 
scolarisation à l'épreuve de l'instruction en famille) and 
mother of 4 children in unschooling. 
	

Other	participants…	

Bernadette Nozarian  (FR/US) 
 
Author of "Apprendre sans aller à l'école", Ed. Nathan, 2017. 
(Learning without going to school) 
 
Mrs Transition pédagogique, founder of  the e-Magazine 
collaborativEducation, tries to build pathways between  
different types of education.  
 
Also teacher and trainer, Bernadette Nozarian, Ph.D is a  
member of the PROSCIEF team at the University of Cergy-
Pontoise in France (Processus de scolarisation à l'épreuve de 
l'instruction en famille) and mother of young adults who have 
been educated without a formal school.	
 

 Invitations to institutions or else for which the 
confirmation is currently being processed : 
 
 - Representative of the Ministry of Education, Childhood and  
 Youth of Luxembourg 
 - Representative of UNESCO Luxembourg 
 - Person with legal expertise within this framework 


