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LUKE 4 :16-22 ( JESUS quoting Isaiah 61     :1-11)

« And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his custom, he went to the 

synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 

given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written, “The Spirit of the Lord 

is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to 

proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are 

oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.” And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to 

the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. And he began to 

say to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” And all spoke well of him and 

marveled at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth. 

PEOPLE MARVELED AT THE GRACIOUS WORDS …. So is the case today, we 
marvel at the Words of JESUS…..

Particular and nice words which, for too many among us, seem to be 
uttered for a special circle of people to which we hardly can think being 
part 

The fact is that there is a universal complaint of the feebleness of the Christian
life. In spite of the known promises, thousands of believers long to know how 
to become and be made daily partakers of the victorious life so well described 
in the Word of GOD. In spite of their zeal and desire to serve God, their secret 
life is a failure… as so well described by Paul when He says in

HEBRWES 5:12-14 “For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you 
need someone to teach you again the basic principles of the oracles of God. 
You need milk, not solid food, for everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the
word of righteousness, since he is a child. But solid food is for the mature, for 
those who have their powers of discernment trained by constant practice to 
distinguish good from evil.”

And JESUS goes farther by saying in 

MATTHEW  7:22-23 “On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not 
prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many 
mighty works in your name?’ And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew 
you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.”



Hard saying isn’t it? Workers of lawlessness? After a life spent on hard work 
and toil IN HIS NAME? as an intercessor, a Sunday class teacher, a choir 
member, a deacon, an elder, a pastor! But, worker of lawlessness! Who then 
will be saved?

God says in ISAIAH 55:8 “ my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways my ways, declares the Lord, For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”.

The wrong part cannot be God. Hear what He says in the same book:

ISAIAH 55:10 “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do 
not return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving 
seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out 
from my mouth;it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that 
which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.”

So, the words above are not empty words, they are full of meaning, they are the
words of life whether we partake with them or not. 

Let us skim together in the Word and find answers :

1. What can explain the shifting which is noticed in the life of SAUL the 
Pharisee,  who became PAUL the evangelist?

ACTS 8:3 “Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house after 
house, he dragged off men and women and committed them to prison.”

2 TIMOTHY 4:8 Paul says a few days before being martyred… “For I am 
already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my 
departure has come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on 
that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his 
appearing.”

WHAT A CHANGE!!!
2. From Peter the coward to Peter the martyr

LUKE 22: 54-62 “Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him 
into the high priest's house, and Peter was following at a distance. And 
when they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down 
together, Peter sat down among them. Then a servant girl, seeing him as
he sat in the light and looking closely at him, said, “This man also was 
with him.” But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not know him.” And a 
little later someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.” 
But Peter said, “Man, I am not.” And after an interval of about an hour 



still another insisted, saying, “Certainly this man also was with him, for 
he too is a Galilean.” But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are 
talking about.” And immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster 
crowed. And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered
the saying of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the rooster 
crows today, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept 
bitterly.

2 PETER 1:3-15: Peter says ” His divine power (or Spirit) has granted to 
us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of 
him who called us to his own glory and excellence (means of grace) by 
which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so 
that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, 
having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful
desire. For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith 
with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, 
and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 
and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. 
(this is the fruit Holy Spirit so well depicted by the book of the prophet 
Asaiah ISAIAH 11:1-2) and PETER goes ahead saying….  For if these 
qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being 
ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ (what 
JESUS calls WORKERS OF INIQUITY as also said BY JESUS in the LUKE
19 in the parable of the talents for the unfaithful servant who kept the 
talent laid up in a handkerchief without producing any interest for his 
master).  PETER goes ahead saying….For whoever lacks these qualities 
is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed 
from his former sins (when he accepted JESUS as his personal Savior 
and Lord) . And PETER continues….Therefore, brothers, be all the more 
diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if you practice these 
qualities you will never fall. For in this way there will be richly provided 
for you an ENTRANCE into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. Therefore I intend always to remind you of these qualities, 
though you know them and are established in the truth that you have 
( so is the case for today’s sermon). And PETER concludes…..I think it 
right, as long as I am in this body, to stir you up by way of reminder, 
since I know that the putting off of my body will be soon, as our Lord 
Jesus Christ made clear to me. And I will make every effort so that after 
my departure you may be able at any time to recall these things .” (this 
is the task given to ANY BELIEVER and the CHURCH as the body of 
CHRIST)

IS THIS THE SAME MAN? GIVE AN ANSWER…..



THE QUESTION IS “WHAT HAS HAPPENED WITH THESE TWO 
CHARACTERS TO GET THEM COMPLETELY TRANSFORMED AND GIVE 
THEM A SO VIVID ASSURANCE OF THEIR FINAL REWARD AS RELIABLE
SERVANTS OF JESUS THE CHRIST?

The answer is found in the word of God.

1. For PAUL:

ACTS 9:10-19 “Now there was a disciple at Damascus named 
Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, 
“Here I am, Lord.” And the Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the 
street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of 
Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is praying, and he has seen in a 
vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so 
that he might regain his sight.” But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have 
heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your 
saints at Jerusalem. And here he has authority from the chief priests 
to bind all who call on your name.” But the Lord said to him, “Go, for 
he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the 
Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. For I will show him how 
much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” So Ananias departed 
and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he said, “Brother
Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you 
came has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled 
with the Holy Spirit.” And immediately something like scales fell from 
his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized; 
and taking food, he was strengthened. 

2. And for PETER

ACTS 2:1-4 “When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all 
together in one place. And suddenly there came from heaven a sound
like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they 
were sitting. And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and 
rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them 
utterance.’’

ACTS 2: 14- 18 ‘But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice
and addressed them: “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, 
let this be known to you, and give ear to my words. For these people 
are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the 
day. But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel: “‘And in 
the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on



all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your 
young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; 
even on my male servants and female servants in those days I will 
pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. “

PETER GOES AHEAD WITH HIS SPEECH and SOMETHING HAPPENS, 
LISTEN:

ACTS 2:37-41 “Now when they heard this     they were cut to the heart, 
and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall 
we do?” And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, 
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for 
you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom 
the Lord our God calls to himself.” And with many other words he 
bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves
from this crooked generation.” So those who received his word were 
baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls.”

To make a summary of what is above, we have read:
1. For JESUS: “the Spirit of the LORD is upon ME”
2. For PAUL: “that you may regain your sight and be filled with the 

Holy Spirit.
3. For PETER: “And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit “

So the HOLY SPIRIT is the answer!

BROTHERS AND SISTERS, We have to find out which kind of Christians we 
are, those who are led by the flesh or those who have THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD 
UPON THEM? It is a question of life and death. Hear what says the WORD:

ROMANS 8:13 “  For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the 
Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.”

So CARNAL CHRISTIANS do exist, and Jesus Christ is clear in His statement here 
above when He says ….will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from 
me, you workers of lawlessness. 

These words are addressed to believers in JESUS…. I mean to You and Me. 

The Spirit says to each one of us: “Ask yourself the question, AM I STILL 
CARNAL or SPIRITUAL? This by praying to GOD for His revelation. 

The carnal Christian is caracterised by

1. HEBREWS 5:12-14 A LACK OF GROWTH. Where there is life there is 
growth.

 A baby is to be helped and cared by others for, he cannot help;



 So are the Christians who cannot help the others by their faith.
 Is this your case? If so, bow before God with a contrited heart

2. The carnal state is also a STATE OF SIN AND FAILURE
 No victory over sin

1CORINTHIANS 3:3 “For while there is jealousy and strife among 
you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only in a human way?”
(they were divided into religious parties… in the Church !!!)

 Some Christians have some good measure of the grace of GOD but 

have not conquered their temper. When they receive a sharp saying 
from someone, they give a sharp answer.

 Christians who have never loved as God wants them to love the 

unlovable, they are selfish, self  centered.
 Christians who IN THEIR INNER LIVES are not receiving daily the 

revelation of the Spirit in regard with the commandments of God (the 
TEN COMMANDMENTS Exodus 20:1-17 ; and their summary THE 2 
GREATEST COMMANDMENTS Luke 10:27 ) and are not like David 
praying, outpouring their hearts to God saying….”Search me, O God, 
and know my heart! Try me and know my thoughts! And see if 
there be any grievous way in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting! (PSALMS 139:23-24)

3. Note that along with the carnal state, there might be found a great deal of 
SPTITUAL GIFTS (1CORINTHIANS 12:4-12)

 Being able to exercise spiritual gifts does not necessarily means 

that we are not carnal ( i.e the gift of preaching or teaching but full 
of pride, full of self, full of lust, full of greed…)

 The spiritual man will get really spiritual children… He will impart 

the life of God with power (husbands is this your case for your 
wifes? Wifes, is this your case for your husbands and chidren? 
Children, is this the case for your brothers? Your sisters? Your 
friends? Christians, is this the case for your enemies and for those
who mistreat you?

4. The carnal state brings in INCAPACITY for receiving spiritual truths
 As long as a Christian is carnal, do not give him spiritual food. You

must bring him to the point where he recognizes that he is carnal 
(rich, full of self) SEE the story of THE RICH YOUNG MAN in 
MATTHEW 19: 1-22 when we are full of self, there is no place for God. 
We’ve got to sell everything…. And so give him a way in our hearts. 
God will never, never build on carnal foundations.

In conclusion:

- GOD WANTS US TO PASS FROM THE CARNAL TO THE SPIRITUAL
- The question is HOW?



o We must be convicted and brought to the conviction of our being 

into the carnal state(before conversion a sinner must be convicted
of sin, he must know and confess his transgressions)

o Before conversion we were not convicted that our nature was 

utterly sinful, that there were hidden sins that we had never known
o AT our conversion, we were delivered from the power of sin
o With the second conviction, we become aware of the incapacity of 

the flesh to do any good, and the mighty power of the flesh to 
work evil

o The HOLY SPIRIT works that conviction and brings in the desire to

be delivered from the power of Sin. We will be brought to cry like 
Paul “woe is me”

o It is simply because the flesh has power that we sin. We must find 

deliverance by becoming an entire spiritual man Knowing the Holy
Spirit intellectually does not mean that we believe in what HE can 
do daily in our lives, as GOD and LORD

o We must be led to see that becoming spiritual is a possibility, that 

there is a spiritual life in our reach and which is our duty to live, 
that God God wants us to be spiritual men

o That the Holy Spirit can lead us in that place of helplessness, 

where HE will live in us in His DIVINE POWER AND renew our 
whole nature into SPIRITUAL by hushing us into the hands of our 
everlasting FATHER GOD through His Son JESUS CHRIST who 

says in MATTHEW 11: 28 “Come to me (to my WORD), all who 

labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”

GOD BLESS HIS CHURCH


