
	  

       Study Guide: Water and Security 

Water has a vital importance to every living 
human being, and nearly every living terrestrial 
being. Today, the issue of access to fresh and 
clean water is simultaneously local, regional 
and global. 

Along with food security, water security has 
become a central focus for analysts and 
government officials. Despite the attention, few 
mechanisms exist to ensure that people around 
the world have access to potable water. 

Some striking figures : 

844 million people in the world -one in ten- do not have access to clean water. 1

2.3 billion people in the world -one in three- do not have a decent toilet 2

289.000 children under 5 die each year due to diarrhoeal diseases caused by 
poor water and sanitation. It means a child dies because of theses diseases every 

two minutes.  3

Every minute a newborn baby dies from infection caused by a lack of clean water 
and an unclean environment. 42% of healthcare facilities in Africa do not have 

access to safe water. 4

         With this many people adversely affected by water insecurity, it is crucial that 
the international community takes concerted action to improve water security in its 
various dimensions. UNESCO defines the challenge this way: “Water security 
involves the sustainable use and protection of water systems, the protection against 
water related hazards (floods and droughts), the sustainable development of water 
resources and the safeguarding of (access to) water functions and services for 
humans and the environment”5

 WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme (JMP) Report 2017 update1

 WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme (JMP) Report 2017 update2

 WASHWatch.org3

 WHO/UNICEF, 20154

 Bart Schultz and Stefan Uhlenbrook, “‘Water Security’: What does it mean, what may it imply?” UNESCO-5

IHE Institute for Water Education, 2007 
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http://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/publications/wash-health-care-facilities/en/
http://WASHWatch.org


Why is the implication of the Security Council over the issue of water needed? 

According to the United Nations Environmental Programme, the problem is 
widespread. However, some areas are mainly concerned such as South-Asia, 
Central-Asia or Africa. Then, in some hotspots, we may expect more and more 
conflicts since water security is absent or heavily stressed. 

As a result, the security of States is at stake: insufficient water supplies can generate 
instability and conflict, both within States (possibly contributing to unrest, violence, 
and even state failure) and between States (especially those that compete for control 
over shared water resources). 

As an instance, shared river basins are a major concern because they could be a 
source of regional tensions: states will use diplomatic and other leverage to preserve 
their water interests, and ‘upstream’ states will be tempted to use water as a 
diplomatic weapon, including by threatening to impede flow. Nonstate actors, notably 
terrorists and other extremists, may also seek to sabotage dams and other 
infrastructure. Regional stability and peace, therefore, increasingly depend on 
effective management of the world's 263 shared international water basins.

The 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda’s main purpose is to foster peaceful, 
just and inclusive societies which are free from fear and violence. Nevertheless, 
there can be no sustainable development without peace and no peace without 
sustainable development. In this sense, water security is associated with human 
security. 

Example : the Aral Sea

The regional stability in Central Asia is 
at stake. The Aral Sea and the rivers 
associated with it create a basin that 
serves a variety of States, including 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, 
the southern part of the Kyrgyz 
Repub l i c , as we l l as sou thern 
Kazakhstan, northern Afghanistan, Iran, 
and a small portion of China. The Aral 
Sea was once the world’s fourth-largest 
freshwater lake but has been shrinking 
since its water was diverted by the Soviet Union’s irrigation projects during the Cold 
War. The water remains a vital resource in the region and was projected to be a 
source of conflict among the post-Soviet states in Central Asia. 
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Contrary to expectations and in part because of energetic action by UN organs and 
agencies, the States of the region have begun to cooperate in an effort to protect 
and manage the remaining water resources in hopes of arresting what in 2010 Ban 
Ki-moon characterized as « one of the planet's worst environmental disasters » .”6

Recently the UN Security Council applauded regional efforts to cooperate on 
pressing security issues, including water security, with the assistance of the UN 
Regional Centre for Preventive Diplomacy for Central Asia (UNRCCA).

The Aral Sea basin requires sustained cooperation to address a dire situation; to fail 
to do so jeopardizes human security and the security of States. But it is certainly not 
the only area subject to severe water stress. 

On June the 6th 2017, the UN Security Council discussed linkages between water, 
peace and security at a meeting on preventive diplomacy and transboundary waters. 
Antonio Guterres  stated that « water issues can be catalysts of cooperation rather 7

than conflict ». 

2 main dates to remember : 

September 2015 —> The General Assembly adopted the 2030 Sustainable 
Development Agenda, ensuring water security, it was defined as one of its core 

goal. 

At the initiative of Senegal, the Security Council held an open debate on 22 
November 2016 on Water, Peace and Security. This debate marked the first time 

the connection between water and security was addressed in a formal meeting of the 
Council. Senegal shed light on the main issues which members will be encouraged 
to address. These include the cooperation between the UN and regional 
organisations on water resources; the role of the Security Council in managing 
water-related conflicts, protection of water resources during armed conflict; 
encouraging cooperation between countries facing water-related issues.    

 “Aral Sea 'one of  the planet's worst environmental disasters'.” The Telegraph online, http://6

www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/earthnews/7554679/Aral-Sea-one-of-the-planets-worst-environmental- 
disasters.html, accessed 9 October 2012.  

  Antonio Guterres is a Portuguese politician and diplomat who is the current Secretary-General of  the United 7

Nations.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Secretary-General_of_the_United_Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations


 

Resources on Water and Security: 

The 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda : https://www.un.org/pga/wp-content/
uploads/sites/3/2015/08/120815_outcome-document-of-Summit-for-
adoption-of-the-post-2015-development-agenda.pdf

Security Council Report about Energy, Climate and Natural Resources: http://
www.securitycouncilreport.org/energy-climate-and-natural-resources/

The UN Security Council discusses water diplomacy: http://sdg.iisd.org/news/un-
security-council-discusses-water-diplomacy/

A report dealing with new dimensions in water security from the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the UN: ftp://ftp.fao.org/agl/aglw/docs/misc25.pdf

Then, we truly advise you to check out the official websites from the country you 
would like to represent during our simulation, you can read some national 
newspaper dealing with the issue of Water Security as well, so that you can 
understand what is your country’s point of view on this topic. 

The MUN PSL team wishes you luck and is looking forward to seeing you all on 
Saturday! 
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