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The project site is situated between the existing Émile Legault School and 
Raymond Bourque Arena, both of which are horizontal in form and neutral in 
character.  For this project, it thus became vital for the design of new sports 
complex to create a visual and physical link between the Marcel Laurin Park 
(to the north of the site), and the projected green band that will run along 
Thimens Boulevard.

The sculptural nature of the project creates a strong link between these two 
natural elements in the urban fabric.  Two angular objects — one prismatic, 
white and diaphanous, the other darker and stretched horizontally — embrace 
the specific programmatic functions of the project but simultaneously 
transcend these, inviting users and passersby from the boulevard, while 
serving as a signal for the passage toward the park beyond.

The two volumes appear to float, suspended by the kinetic energy emanating 
from the heart of the project, thereby evoking the dynamic nature of the 
activities (sports, athletics, training) taking place within.

Ultimately, the facility is designed to encourage sport participation and 
support healthy lifestyles in the community.  The design accomplishes this 
through the integration of high performance sport venues bound together 
by a network of carefully considered social spaces.  The result is a facility 
that supports the development of the community and adapts to the changing 
demands of its users.
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The luminous parallelogram volume is covered 
over most of its surface with white metal panels 
that gradually become silkscreened at the ground 
level next to the pools and transparent at the main 
entrance.  The pools, palestra, and multifunctional 
spaces receive natural light filtered through the 
white serigraphed glass.

The metal skin of the white volume extends 
vertically to hide mechanical equipment on the 
roof and emphasize the angularity of the building.  
A bridge in red glass delicately links the complex 

to the Émile Legault school.  It then passes 
through the space above the pools, connecting 
to the vertical circulation system of the complex.  
The materiality gives the architectural ensemble a 
visual lightness which ties together the different 
functions of the volumes.

PROGRAM   
entrance hall / Reception AREA / interior soccer field / interior pool / gymnasium / recreational pool / 
palestra / training and fitness centre / locker rooms / multifunctional spaces / administrative offices / 
cafe

GROSS AREA   
14 300 m² / 153 924 ft²

COMPLETION DATE 
february 2017



The project contains an accessible green roof landscape 
that serves as a continuation of the public promenade 
(pedestrian and bicycle paths) that starts at the Thimens 
Boulevard.  Leading through the outdoor public space 
and alongside the main entrance, this new topographic 
path continues over the sculptural architectural volumes 
towards the sports field and Marcel-Laurin Park beyond.

The main access to the sports complex is through a 
large luminous triangle cut into the undulating plane 
of the site.  Upon entering the complex, visitors find 
the café and the exterior terrace to the right as well 
as large openings onto the interior soccer field and 
its bleachers.  To the left, large, glazed windows allow 
views to see pools spaces, over which hover the 
colourful volumes of the palestra and the gymnasium, 
seemingly suspended inside the white angular prism.

Landscape
The landscaping accentuates the movement of 
the building as well as the access to the park it 
creates.  In addition to the public promenade, 
project creates two forested passageways that link 
to and signal the presence of Marcel-Laurin Park.

These passageways employ the native vegetation of the 
exiting neighbouring forest.  Green channels have been 
implemented to store, absorb and clean the rainwater 
collected from the parking zone and the new buildings 
through the process of phyto-purification.  Monumental 
trees punctuate the parking layout providing a welcoming, 
verdant landscape for the parking area and signaling 
the vegetation and forest around the building complex.



A colorful sculptural staircase, visually connected to the 
volumes of the palestra, sinuously engages the structural 
elements of the building.  The superimposition of the 
palestra and gymnasium above the pool area allows them 
to be connected directly to the multifunctional room 
and public hall, which are both essential to the intensive 
and varied use of the building, and which permit the 
possibility of modifying these spaces for different uses.

The changing rooms, showers, and service spaces are 
positioned at the junction of the two programmatic 
volumes.  Comprising the center of the project’s major 
functions, these spaces are connected on their north 
side with the administration area, which itself opens 
toward a more private interior courtyard that overlooks 
the north side of the lap pool.  The administrative spaces 
efficiently engage the ground floor plan, particularly 
in their contact with the spaces related to the pools.

EXPLODED AXON



The positioning of the mechanical equipment above 
the two built volumes ensures an efficient distribution 
of air and services and simultaneously favors heat 
recovery through natural ventilation processes.

The soccer f ield opens generously to the 
entrance hall.  The darkly colored corrugated 
metal volume conceptually becomes a mineral 
layer of strata angled with the ground plane.  This 
volume is composed along its southwest face 
by a Trombe wall that collects solar energy for 
heating in winter.  The same heat is evacuated by 
the upper portion of the wall in summer months.

Community sport and recreation facilities are 
highly complex and technically demanding facilities 

and the buildings must perform on a number of 
key technical issues.  The design has taken into 
consideration the requirements of the various sport 
technical regulations appropriate for a facility of this 
nature.  Moreover, aquatic facilities are technically 
advanced facilities that require careful attention to 
detailing, lighting, ventilation and material choices.  
The design has been developed with extensive 
knowledge of materials and building technologies 
to specifically address the taxing and humid 
conditions of pool environments.  This includes 
an in-depth analysis of climatic issues, corrosion 
resistant architectural finishes, leisure pool water 
features, water sterilization systems, natural 
ventilation, day-lighting and the control of glare. 

LONGITUDINAL SECTION 1

LONGITUDINAL SECTION 2



VIEW OF THE HALL AND BLEACHERS ALONG THE INDOOR SOCCER FIELDVIEW OF THE INDOOR SWIMMING POOLS

Community sport and recreation facilities are 
important symbols of community pride and play 
a vital role in the development of both healthy 
communities and athletes.  The goal of the CCSL 
is to create the best possible sport and recreation 
facilities that function as: vital community nodes 
and social hubs; highly flexible facilities for 
recreation, sport, wellness and special events.  To 
this end, the building has been rigorously designed 
to perform to the highest caliber structurally, 
programmatically, functionally and aesthetically.

The design accommodates recreational, sport 
development, leisure, wellness and special event 
activities.   We envision this facility as a place to 
play and where the community will come to interact.  
In order to meet the wide range of community 
needs, the design is flexible and adaptive, both on 
a daily basis and over the life span of the facility.

The CSSL is designed to be a destination of 
choice for the community, one that contains 
meaningful and animated social spaces that 
establish sustainable and financially viable places 
of gathering, connections and interaction.  The 
indoor and outdoor social spaces encourage 
a critical mass of people gathering and public 
life, with opportunities to appreciate the natural 
surroundings and feel a part of the landscape.  
Throughout  the complex the architecture 
provides opportunities to sit, stay, play, and relax. 



FLOOR PLAN LEVEL 1 - POOL / SOCCER FIELD

FLOOR PLAN LEVEL 2 - BRIDGE FLOOR PLAN LEVEL 3 - PALESTRA

INDOOR SOCCER FIELD
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Ultimately, in carefully integrating high performance sport venues with a network 
of social spaces, the new CSSL has been meticulously designed to encourage 
healthy lifestyles, adapt to the changing demands of its users, and provide a 
cutting-edge, signature sports complex for Montreal and its borough of St-Laurent.
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