
                                                 

The Poetry and Poetics Research Team (PPRT)  

 

 organizes a Study Day on  

 “Poetics and/of Performance”  

To be held on Saturday, 10 February 2018 

At the Faculty of Letters and Humanities of Sfax, Tunisia. 

 

Call for Papers 

Under the auspices of the Doctoral School in Letters, Arts and Humanities, the Laboratory on 

Approaches to Discourse (LAD), the English Department at the Faculty of Letters and 

Humanities of Sfax, along with the Systemic Functional Linguistics Association of Tunisia 

(SYFLAT), the Poetry and Poetics Research Team—an affiliate of the LAD—organizes its 

first study day entitled “Poetics and/of Performance.” Albeit mostly concerned with the 

dialogic side of the poetic text, this academic event seeks to revisit issues related to literature 

in a multidisciplinary context in light of the recent advances in the fields of literary theory and 

criticism. The complementarity between poetry and performance has a long history.  It goes 

back to the oral poetics of ancient Greece, when all forms of creative compositions (epic and 

lyric)were essentially for and about performance. As observed by A. Lord (1960), G. Nagy 

(1996) or even W.B. Worthens (2010), this complementarity is analogous with that of langue 

and paroleas formulated by the linguist Frdinand de Saussure, which means that performance 

is the embodiment of poetry. Contemporary performance poetry also takes the poetic text 



from the page to the stage testifying to the fact that poetry is about performance through 

which the audience can directly experience the poem as a real-time discourse. 

In anticipation of the synergy that would be created between the participants, this study day 

seeks papers that will endeavour to inquire into the links between poetry and pragmatics, 

poetry and drama, poetry and the narrative, among other research questions. The contributions 

may cover, but are not limited to, the following topics: 

 Literary pragmatics 

 Cognitive semiotics of poetry and dance 

 Body art 

 Theatricality 

 Verse drama 

 Drama therapy 

 Visual poetry 

 Cultural poetics 

 Politics and poetics 

 Performative space 

 Literary perspective on Gesture Studies 

 Narratology and performativity  

 Polyphony and speech act theory 

Email Address: 

Abstracts of no more than 250 words are to be kindly sent to: 

poetperformconference@gmail.com by December 31st , 2017.  

Notification of Acceptance: 

Participants whose abstracts have been accepted will be informed by  

January the 15th , 2018.  

 

  

 


