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METHODOLOGY  

	

In	 the	context	of	our	collaboration	with	 the	French	Red	Cross,	we	realized	a	 territorial	

and	 sectorial	 diagnosis	 on	 the	whole	 Ukrainian	 territory,	 focusing	 however	 on	 the	 South	 and	

East	 areas.	 The	 analysis	 of	 the	 country’s	 internal	 migrations,	 their	 causes,	 but	 also	 their	

management	 by	 different	 authorities,	 has	 thus	 been	 made	 in	 the	 light	 of	 an	 edgy	 political	

context,	 both	 as	 a	 result	 of	 exogenous	 tensions	 and	 external	 pressure.	 To	 apprehend	 and	

manage	this	duty,	we	decided	to	split	in	three	distinct	poles:	political,	economic	and	societal.	

	

In	 the	 first	 place,	 we	 did	 an	 exhaustive	 data	 collection	 concerning	 Ukraine	 political	

situation,	causes	of	 its	general	 instability,	and	the	state	of	 its	migrations	since	 the	2013	and	

2014	 crisis.	 To	 do	 so,	 we	 relied	 on	 multiple	 sources,	 from	 official	 governmental	 and	 NGO’s	

reports,	to	several	press	articles,	and	scientific	reviews.	

Several	 interviews	helped	us	refine	our	analysis.	Thus,	specialist	of	the	Ukrainian	situation	

as	 Hélène	 Richard,	 journalist	 for	 the	 Monde	 Diplomatique;	 Ioulia	 Shukan,	 professor	 at	 the	

Nanterre	 University	 and	 author	 of	 Live	 the	 Ukrainian	 crisis:	 Maïdan	 generation,	 Uve	 Poom,	

worker	at	the	social	enterprise	Beetroot	Academy	in	Kiev	and	Yaroslav	Minkin,	IDP	himself	and	

active	member	in	several	associations	turned	toward	IDPs’	integration	in	the	Ukrainian	society.	

	

In	 a	 second	 phase,	 we	 used	 specific	 tools	 to	 help	 us	 build	 an	 exhaustive	 and	

understandable	report	of	internal	displaced	persons	in	Ukraine	since,	mainly,	the	2014	crisis.	

We	made	a	mapping	of	actors,	as	well	as	a	problem	tree	giving	us	the	opportunity	to	visualize	

more	 the	 outcome	 of	 Ukrainian	 internal	 migrations	 and	 their	 integration	 in	 the	 inclusive	

business	of	the	state.	Listing	all	the	helped	us	understand	the	power	play	that	is	still	going	in	the	

country	 concerning	 Ukraine	 sensitive	 situation.	 The	 problem	 tree	 allowed	 us	 to	 identify	 links	

between	internal	migration	roots,	its	evolution	through	the	years,	its	national	and	international	

handling,	 and	 its	 future	 perspectives,	 and	 thus,	 create	 a	 SWOT	matrix,	 showing	 the	 different	

aspects	of	Ukraine	unique	situation.	This	matrix	will	then	help	us	initiate	our	project’s	feasibility	

study.	
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INTRODUCTION  

	

This	 research	 is	 a	 territorial	 and	 sectorial	 diagnosis	 about	 the	 economic	 integration	 of	

Internal	Displaced	People	in	Ukraine	through	inclusive	business.		

	

Since	April	2014,	Ukraine	faces	an	armed	conflict	in	Donbas,	which	opposes	the	government	

forces	 and	 pro-Russia	 separatists.	 Hence,	 the	 country	 is	 divided	 between	 government	 control	

areas	and	non-government	control	areas.			

This	 conflict	 has	worsened	 the	 socio-economic	 and	 living	 conditions	 in	 Donbas.	 The	main	

infrastructures	 have	 been	 destroyed,	 particularly	 in	 the	 industrial	 field.	 By	 the	 end	 of	 2016,	

around	3,8	millions	persons	were	in	humanitarian	need.	Official	information	register	1,7	millions	

of	Internal	Displaced	Persons	(IDPs),	but	the	real	number	is	estimated	at	3	millions.		

	

	 In	this	diagnosis,	we	will	first	do	a	territorial	analysis	to	show	the	characteristics	of	the	

country,	 historical	 but	 social	 and	 economical	 as	 well.	 Ukraine	 history	 is	 indeed	 an	 important	

prism	to	understand	this	internal	migratory	crisis	and	its	issues.		

	 The	second	part	of	its	research	analyses	the	different	flows	and	profiles	of	IDPs.	Their	

integration	 is	 the	major	 issue	 for	 a	 long-term	 response	 to	 this	 conflict.	 	 To	 face	 this	 internal	

migratory	crisis,	several	initiatives	have	been	taken	by	international	community	but	also	by	the	

Ukrainian	civil	society.	

	

	 Which	could	be	the	solution	to	integrate	the	IDPs	and	to	offer	them	better	living	wages	

in	the	regions	where	they	immigrated?	If	the	IDPs	fled	an	unstable	region,	they	still	represent	an	

added	value	to	the	Ukrainian	economy,	as	long	as	we	can	think	of	dynamic	and	innovative	fields	

they	 could	work	hand	 in	hand	with	 the	natives	of	 the	 receiving	 regions.	 Inclusive	 business	 in	

particular	offers	 real	opportunities	both	 for	 the	 IDPs	and	 the	whole	Ukrainian	population	 in	

term	 of	 social	 connection	 and	 economic	 enhancement,	 when	 the	 State	 fails	 to	 manage	 a	

important	economic	crisis	and	to	take	care	of	the	marginalised	group	in	Ukraine.	
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PART 	 I 	 – 	TERR ITORIAL 	D IAGNOSIS 	 	

1. UKRAINE	GENERAL	CHARACTERISTICS	

1. 1. GEOGRAPHY 

	

Ukraine	 is	 an	 eastern	 European	 country,	 at	 the	 crossroads	 between	 Europe	 and	 Asia.	

Ukraine’s	area	 is	603	500	km2	and	 it	has	a	population	of	about	42	539	010,	according	 to	 the	

statistic	of	2016.	 It	 is	 the	second	 largest	country	within	Europe.	The	country	shares	 frontiers	

with	 Russia,	 Belarus,	 Poland,	 Slovakia,	 Hungary,	 Romania	 and	 Moldova.	 The	 border	 with	

Russia	is	the	longest	one.	It	is	also	bordered	by	the	Black	Sea	and	the	Sea	of	Azov.	About	95%	

of	 the	 rivers	 are	 part	 of	 those	 two	 sea’s	 drainage	 basins.	 There	 are	 seven	 major	 rivers	 in	

Ukraine:	Desna,	Dnipro,	Dniester,	Danube,	Prypiat,	Siverian	Donets	and	Southern	Buh1.	

	

	

																																																													
1		Central	Intelligence	Agency,	The	World	Factbook:	Ukraine,	Environment	-	current	issues,	last	updated	
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Concerning	 the	 climate,	 there	 is	 a	 temperate	 continental	 one,	 but	 precipitations	 are	

disproportionately	 distributed	 in	 the	 country:	 highest	 in	 west	 and	 north,	 lesser	 in	 east	 and	

southeast2.	 The	 country	 is	 almost	 entirely	 constituted	 of	 level	 plains	 and	 occupies	 a	 large	

portion	of	the	East	European	Plain.			

Ukraine	 is	 also	 rich	 in	 natural	 resources,	 like	 iron	 ore,	 coal,	 or	manganese.3	Ukraine	 has	

about	5%	of	the	world	reserves	of	iron	ore.	Coal	is	the	main	fossil	fuel	of	Ukraine	and	is	mined	

in	the	Donetsk	and	Lviv-Volyn	basins,	both	located	on	the	territory	of	Donetsk	and	Lugansk.4		

The	 country	 has	 to	 deal	 with	 many	 environmental	 issues.	 For	 example,	 some	 regions	

suffer	 from	 lack	of	 adequate	 supplies	of	 potable	water.	 Pollutions	 in	 general,	 deforestations	

and	other	concerns	are	very	 important	 topics.	The	 radiation	contamination	 in	 the	northeast,	

following	 the	 Chernobyl	 Nuclear	 Power	 Accident	 in	 1986,	 is	 also	 an	 environmental	 issue	 in	

Ukraine5.	To	deal	with	these	issues,	many	international	agreements	have	been	signed,	like	the	

Environmental	Protocol	for	example6.		

	

1. 2. STATE’S HISTORICAL CONSTRUCTION AND CONTRASTS IN 
UKRAINE SOCIETY 

	

There	are	several	contrasts	in	Ukrainian	society,	at	different	scales.	Ukraine	seems	to	be	

divided	between	 those	who	 identify	more	with	 the	 European	Union	 and	 those	who	 identity	

more	 to	 Russia.	 Therefore	 we	 can	 wonder	 if	 there	 is	 a	 real	 separation	 East/West	 or	 only	

several	divided	identities.		

First,	 the	 Ukrainian	 population	 is	 heterogeneous,	 which	 could	 be	 explained	 by	

historical	factors.	Ukraine	built	many	relations	throughout	history,	especially	with	Poland	and	

Russia.		

																																																													

2	Idem.	
3	Welcome	to	Ukraine,	Ukraine	overview,	UkraineTrek.com	
4	Idem.	
5	Central	Intelligence	Agency,	The	World	Factbook:	Ukraine,	Environment	-	current	issues,	last	updated	in	
2017	
6	Idem.	
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The	 country	 has	 been	 under	 the	 control	 of	 different	 European	 populations:	 most	

importantly	with	the	Polish,	then	with	the	Lithuanians	and	also	the	Austro-Hungarians.	Mostly,	

it	was	the	Polish	influence	that	introduced	westernized	cultural	characteristics,	which	became	

lasting	elements	in	the	Ukrainian	society.		

Afterwards,	 a	 Russian	 domination	 began	 more	 on	 the	 East	 and	 South	 of	 Ukrainian	

territory.	In	the	Middle	Age	(862),	the	principality	of	Kyiv	or	"Rous"	was	the	first	State	formed	

in	 the	 region	 and	 it	 covered	 Ukraine,	 Russia	 and	 Belarus.	 As	 the	 first	 State	 entity	 of	 these	

countries,	Kyiv	was	regarded	as	the	cradle	of	all	Eastern	Slavs.	Thus,	Kyiv	has	taken	a	mythic	

dimension	and	is	also	a	symbol	of	orthodoxy.	

From	 the	 17th	 century,	 Ukraine	 has	 been	 again	 under	 the	 influence	 of	 the	 Russian	

Empire,	which	was	particularly	influent	in	the	Eastern	part	of	Ukrainian	territory.	In	1815,	the	

Russians	 succeeded	 in	 controlling	 the	 whole	 territory	 of	 Ukraine.	 The	 use	 of	 Ukrainian	

language	 was	 limited	 and	 forbidden,	 considered	 as	 a	 "lower	 dialect".	 Then,	 Ukraine	 was	

integrated	into	the	Soviet	Union,	and	under	Stalin’s	regime,	Russia	tried	to	remove	any	form	of	

Ukrainian	national	 identity.	 It	 is	 interesting	to	note	that	Western	Ukraine	was	annexed	 later,	

while	 the	 Eastern	 Ukraine’s	 population	 was	 largely	 eradicated	 by	 the	 Stalinist	 repressive	

policies7.	

																																																													

7 	Yann	 Breault,	 Pierre	 Jolicoeur,	 Jacques	 Levesque,	 La	 Russie	 et	 son	 ex-	 empire,	 reconfiguration	
géopolitique	de	l’ancien	espace	soviétique,	Paris,	Presses	de	Science	Po,	2003,	pp	25-80	et	105-136.	

The	principality	of	Kiyv,	the	origin	of	the	Russian	Empire	(Source	:	Euratlas)	
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After	those	several	invasions,	Ukrainian	territory	was	divided	many	times	between	the	

West,	with	a	European	culture	and	identity,	and	the	East,	more	Russian.	This	division	of	the	

territory	caused	a	war	in	1654,	ended	by	the	Treaty	of	Andrussovo	which	divided	the	territory	

in	 two	 between	 the	 Eastern	 part	 of	 the	 Dnieper,	 which	 paradoxically	 took	 the	 name	 of	

"Ukraine	on	the	left	bank"	and	its	Western	part	"Ukraine	of	the	right	bank” 8,9.		

Therefore,	 linked	 to	 these	 historical	 factors,	 Ukraine	 has	 various	 cultural,	 linguistic	 or	

religious	 influences.	 According	 to	 the	 2001	 Ukrainian	 census,	 77.8%	 of	 the	 population	 is	

Ukrainian,	 and	 17.3%	 is	 Russian,	 while	 the	 other	 communities	 represent	 only	 4.9%	 of	 the	

population.	There	are	mainly	Belarusians,	Moldavians,	Crimean	Tatars,	Bulgarians,	Hungarians,	

Romanians,	Poles,	Armenians,	Greeks,	Ural	Tatars,	Gypsies,	Azerbaijanis,	Georgians,	Germans	

and	Gagauz,	etc.		

	

																																																													

8	Andreas	Kappeler,	et	al.,	Petite	histoire	de	l’Ukraine,	Paris,	Institut	d’études	slaves,	Collection	cultures	
et	sociétés	de	l’Est,	1997,	224p.		
9	Olivier	de	Laroussilhe,	L’Ukraine,	Paris,	Presses	Universitaires	de	France,	Collection	Que	sais-je	?,	2002,	
127	p.	

The	different	ethnicities	in	Ukraine	(Source	:	Ukrainian	Office	of	Statistics,	2001)	
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Concerning	 the	 languages,	 according	 to	 the	 2001	 census,	 67.5%	of	Ukrainian	 people	

speak	Ukrainian	at	home	as	their	mother	tongue,	compared	with	29.6%	for	Russian	and	2.9%	

for	 other	 languages	 (Ruthenian,	 Tatar	 ,	 Polish,	 Hungarian,	 Romanian,	Moldavian,	 Bulgarian,	

Greek,	Trasianka).	Nonetheless,	this	distribution	must	be	taken	into	account	because	almost	all	

the	Ukrainian	 population	 is	 bilingual	 and	 speaks	 as	well	 Ukrainian	 as	 Russian.	 However	 it	 is	

particularly	 interesting	 to	 note	 that	 there	 is	 a	 spatial	 distribution	 of	 the	 languages	 on	 the	

territory:	with	the	majority	of	Ukrainian	speakers		located	in	the	West	(90	%),	and	the	majority	

of	Russian-speakers	in	the	East	and	South10	

Dialects	are	also	very	important	in	Ukraine.	There	are	three	main	types	of	dialects:	the	

Northern	dialects,	the	dialects	of	the	Southwest	and	the	dialects	of	the	South-East.	They	are	

used	 to	 identify	 the	 geographical	 origin.	 In	 addition,	 there	 is	 standard	 Ukrainian,	 the	 urban	

Ukrainian,	which	differs	between	the	East	with	a	majority	of	Russian-speakers	and	the	West,	

with	 a	 majority	 of	 Ukrainian-speakers.	We	 also	 have	 the	 sourjyk,	 a	 dialect	 that	 is	 a	 mix	 of	

Ukrainian	 and	 Russian.	 There	 is	 also	 a	 distinction	 between	 the	Ukrainian	 of	 the	 capital	 (the	

Ukrainian	of	Kiev)	and	the	rural	Ukrainian11.	

								Another	important	characteristic	of	Ukrainian	society	is	the	existence	of	different	

religious	 beliefs,	 which	 fuel	 the	 diversity	 of	 identities.	 Historically,	 there	 is	 no	 specific	

confessional	 referent	 in	 Ukraine.	 Ukraine	 is	 a	 multi-confessional	 country.	 According	 to	 an	

																																																													

10		Ukrainian	office	of	Statistics.	http://www.ukrstat.gov.ua/		
11	Idem.		

Spatial	repartition	of	languages	in	Ukraine	(Source:	Ukrainian	Office	of	Statistics,	2001)	
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institutional	 point	 of	 view,	 the	 different	 churches	 are	 distributed	 as	 follows:	 Orthodox	

organizations	 represent	 52.5%	 of	 religious	 organizations	 in	 the	 Ukrainian	 territory,	 Greek-

Catholic	 organizations	 12.2%,	 Roman	 Catholic	 organizations	 3,1%,	 Protestant	 organizations	

25.2%,	Muslim	organizations	 1.7%,	 Jewish	 organizations	 0.8%	 and	 new	 religious	movements	

4.5%.	 Moreover,	 Orthodoxy	 itself,	 which	 is	 the	 most	 important	 religion	 in	 Ukraine,	

institutionally	speaking	but	also	due	to	the	large	part	of	orthodox	believers	(66%	of	Ukrainian	

people	 declare	 themselves	 as	Orthodox),	 is	 divided	 between	 three	 competing	 churches:	 the	

Ukrainian	 Orthodox	 Church	 attached	 to	 the	 Moscow	 Patriarchate	 (UPC-MP)	 with	 36.5%	 of	

religious	organizations	located	in	the	territory	of	Ukraine,	the	Ukrainian	Orthodox	Church	Kiev	

Patriarchate	 attached	 to	 (UPC-KP)	 with	 11.7%	 of	 religious	 organizations,	 and	 finally	 The	

Ukrainian	Autocephalous	Church	(UAPC)	with	its	4%	of	religious	organizations.	

	 Religions	 play	 a	 non-negligible	 role	 in	 Ukrainian	 antagonisms:	 languages	 and	

religions	 do	 not	 necessarily	 go	 hand	 in	 hand.	 Thus,	 the	 Ukrainian	 Orthodox	 Church	 of	 the	

Moscow	Patriarchate	 is	almost	entirely	Russian-speaking,	while	 the	Ukrainian	Greek	Catholic	

Church	 (Unite	 Catholic)	 is	 Ukrainian-speaking.	 And	 Ukrainian	 Orthodox	 Church	 of	 Kyiv	

Patriarchate	and	the	Ukrainian	Autocephalous	Orthodox	Church	are	both	massively	Ukrainian.	

In	Western	Ukraine	(where	there	is	Kiyv,	the	capital),	the	population	is	predominantly	Catholic,	

speaking	 Ukrainian	 and	 geographically	 closer	 to	 the	 European	 Union.	 The	 Eastern	 part	 is	

populated	by	Russian	people,	speaking	Russian	mainly	Orthodox12.	

	 Therefore	Ukrainian	society	is	divided	between	different	identities,	which	are	mainly	

due	 to	 history.	 They	 separate	 Ukraine	 between	 a	 population	more	 culturally	 European	 and	

another	population,	more	Russian.	But	we	have	to	be	careful	to	not	to	be	too	simplistic.	There	

are	 mainly	 different	 influences	 that	 mix	 within	 Ukrainian	 territory	 and	 Ukrainian	 people	

themselves	but	no	real	East/West	separation.	Thus,	it	would	be	wrong	to	reason	in	terms	of	

ethnicity	and	binary	 to	say	 that	Ukraine	 is	a	country	separated	between	the	West	and	the	

East.	In	reality,	it	is	rather	a	melting	pot	of	identities.	Historically,	we	have	to	think	in	terms	of	

rural	or	urban	environment	and	in	terms	of	social	status.	At	the	beginning	of	the	20th	century,	

																																																													

12Natalka	Boyko,	Kathy	Rousselet,	«	Les	Eglises	ukrainiennes.	Entre	Rome,	Moscou	et	Constantinople	»,	
Le	Courrier	des	pays	de	l’Est,	n°1045,	septembre-octobre	2004,	pp.	39-50.	
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cities	were	divided	between	 the	Austro-Hungarian	Empire	and	 the	Russian	empire,	but	 then	

with	industrialization	this	all	changed13.	

1. 3. THE ECONOMIC SITUATION IN UKRAINE 

	

The	Ukrainian	economic	field	has	known	a	lot	of	disruptions	since	the	2000s,	hence	the	

political	and	social	changes	in	the	country.	We	will	consider	here	the	economy	of	the	last	few	

years,	keeping	in	mind	that	the	state	of	the	economy	is	likely	to	evolve	fast	again	in	the	times	

of	come.		

The	Observatory	of	Economic	Complexity	(OEC)	using	2015	data	describes	the	general	

characteristics	 of	 the	 Ukrainian	 economy	 today14	in	 regard	 of	 the	 world’s	 economic	 state.	

According	to	the	OEC,	Ukraine	was	in	2015	the	50th	largest	exporter	in	the	world	and	the	35th	

most	complex	economy	in	term	of	Economic	Complexity	Index	(ECI).		

Ukrainian	growth	 is	characterised	by	 important	distortions,	making	 it	quite	difficult	

to	control	for	the	government	and	the	economic	structures.	Ukrainian	GDP,	as	we	can	see	on	

the	following	graphic,	depends	largely	on	the	political	climate	of	the	country.		

Nowadays,	Ukraine	 is	 extremely	 dependent	 on	 the	 help	 of	 international	 financial	

institutions	 like	 the	 IMF	 or	 the	World	 Bank,	 which	 is	 a	 true	 problem	 in	 several	 fields	 that	

require	autonomy	and/or	long-term	solutions	from	the	inside.		

																																																													

13Interview	with	Ioulia	Schukan,	teacher	researcher	in	the	University	of	Paris	Ouest	Nanterre.	Author	of	
GénérationMaïdan.	Vivre	la	crise	ukrainienne,	Éditions	de	l’Aube,	2016.	
14	The	Observatory	of	Economic	Complexity,	“Ukraine”.	
http://atlas.media.mit.edu/fr/profile/country/ukr/	
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We	 can	 notice	 that	 Ukraine	 has	 been	 included	 in	 the	 “traditional	 model”	 of	 the	

Eastern	European	countries	until	its	economy	faced	a	major	crisis	in	2014.	More	than	a	third	

of	the	Ukrainian	production	is	taken	in	charge	by	small	or	medium-sized	enterprises,	whereas	

another	 third	of	 the	production	 comes	 from	 large-sized	 companies.	 This	 observation	 gives	 a	

good	 indication	 for	 the	 NGOs	 and	 international	 organizations	willing	 to	work	 in	 partnership	

with	the	Ukrainian	enterprises	and	actors.	

The	functioning	of	the	economy	in	Ukraine	is	in	the	line	of	the	historical	background	

of	the	post-Soviet	countries,	in	parallel	with	a	specific	cast	of	economic	actors,	who	are	the	

oligarchs.	 In	 fact,	 Ukraine	 economic	 structure	 follows	 the	 rentier	 model15:	 oligarchy	 and	

political	elites	are	very	closed	or	even	the	same.	If	some	prices	are	determined	by	the	market	

mechanisms,	many	are	still	decided	by	those	oligarchs	and	most	 licenses	cannot	be	obtained	

without	 corruption	practices.	After	 the	Orange	Revolution,	 the	 leaders	 in	 power	did	 little	 to	

deal	 with	 the	 system’s	 inner	 problems.	 The	 laws	 mainly	 benefit	 the	 oligarchs.	 The	 lack	 of	

effective	 legislation	 prevents	 job	 and	 property	 security	 and	 limits	 the	 funds	 granted	 by	

international	 institutions	such	as	the	IMF.	The	black	economic	represents	about	40	to	50	per	

cent	of	the	GDP16.	

2. HISTORY	OF	UKRAINE	

2. 1. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

2.	1.	1. HISTORICAL	CONSTRUCTION	OF	IDENTITIES:	A	REAL	SEPARATION	
EAST/WEST?	

	

The	question	of	a	Ukrainian	national	sentiment	has	been	a	crucial	issue	in	1991	at	the	

moment	of	 the	 independence	of	Ukraine	 from	 the	Soviet	Union.	We	have	to	underline	the	

existence	 of	 a	 passive	 bilingualism	 in	Ukraine.	 Indeed,	 it	 isn’t	 unusual	 that	 people	 switch	 of	

language	during	a	conversation.	Therefore,	it	would	be	superficial	to	say	that	there	is	a	division	

in	 Ukraine	 between	 Russian	 and	 Ukrainian	 speakers	 and	 talking	 in	 terms	 of	 "ethnicity”	 is	 a	

																																																													

15	Andrew	Wilson,	 “Ukraine”,	 in	 Isobel	 Coleman,	 Terra	 Lawson-Remer,	 Andrew	Wilson,	 Pathways	 to	
Freedom:	 Political	 and	 Economic	 Lessons	 from	 Democratic	 Transitions,	 Council	 on	 Foreign	 Relations	
Press,	2013.	
16	Idem. 
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mistake,	 because	 such	 division	 doesn’t	 exist.	 Before	 the	 politicization	 of	 the	 language’s	

question,	it	has	never	been	a	contested	topic.			

Besides,	 Russian	 speakers	 are	 not	 necessarily	 all	 originated	 from	 Russia.	 Many	

Ukrainians	who	have	a	“Russian	origin”	prefer	to	express	themselves	in	Russian	just	as	many	

Ukrainians	who	have	a	“Ukrainian	origin”	or	other	origin.	For	instance,	in	Crimea	and	in	some	

towns	 in	 the	 East	 of	 Ukraine,	 the	 large	 part	 of	 Ukrainians	 are	 originated	 from	 Russia	 and	

Ukrainian	was	neither	taught	at	school	nor	used	by	a	significant	proportion	of	the	population	

before	1991.	But	 in	the	rest	of	the	country,	Ukrainian	was	 largely	the	 language	of	a	minority	

because	it	had	been	considered	as	"rural"	by	city	dwellers	regardless	of	their	ethnicity.	It	is	in	

fact	the	independence	and	the	gradual	return	of	Ukrainian	in	the	administration,	in	the	media	

and	at	school,	that	led	Ukrainian	to	be	understood	and	spoken	throughout	Ukraine,	as	by	the	

Russians	as	the	Ukrainians.	Although	it	is	more	rarely	used,	Ukrainian	is	understood	by	all	the	

population	 in	Crimea	and	in	the	Far	East	of	the	country.	It	would	therefore	be	wrong	to	say	

that	Russian-speakers	 are	 "pro-Russian"	 For	 instance,	Kyiv,	 a	 largely	Russian-speaking	 city,	 is	

considered	by	Russian	propaganda	as	a	city	populated	by	anti-Russian	speakers17.	

In	 reality,	 the	 question	 of	 the	 language	 is	 eminently	 political.	 The	 existence	 of	 a	

fracture	between	an	East	and	a	West	is	exaggerated	in	these	times	of	conflict.	The	media	and	

the	politicians	use	these	divisions	 in	order	 to	achieve	their	political	goals.	 In	 this	 respect,	we	

can	cite	the	example	of	the	visit	of	Victor	Yushchenko	in	2005,	a	"pro-European"	president,	to	

the	government	of	Moscow	just	after	his	election.	It	shows	that	the	relationships	between	pro-

Russian	and	pro-Ukrainians	are	 less	 tense	then	they	are	often	portrayed18.	There	are	diverse	

cultural	 influences,	 either	 European	 or	 Russian,	 but	 there	 is	 also	 a	 real	 Ukrainian	 national	

feeling.		

At	each	moment	of	its	history,	the	language	issue	in	Ukraine	has	been	a	political	one.	To	

sum	up,	at	the	beginning	of	the	20th	century,	Ukrainian	was	spoken	more	in	the	countryside,	

it	was	the	language	of	the	working	class,	and	Russian	was	the	language	of	the	cities.		

The	 process	 of	 constructing	 a	 national	 Ukrainian	 identity,	 although	 long	 and	 difficult,	

highlights	the	relevance	of	our	claim.	When	the	country	gained	its	independence	in	1991,	the	

non-existence	of	a	Ukrainian	nation	in	its	history	required	the	establishment	of	real	process	of	
																																																													

17	Communauté	Représentatif	de	 la	Communauté	ukrainienne	en	France,	«	La	question	 linguistique	en	
Ukraine	»,	15	août	2015,	http://crcuf.fr/	
18	Cyrille	Gloaguen,	«	L’Ukraine	entre	Est	et	Ouest,	les	limites	de	grilles	de	lecture	héritées	de	la	guerre	
froide	».	Hérodote,	n°118,	3e	trimestre	2005,	pp.	108-146. 
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construction.	 In	 her	 analysis	 of	 Eastern	 European	 countries	 who	 gained	 their	 independence	

from	the	Soviet	Union	 in	 the	1990s,	 Juliane	Besters-Dilger	defines	national	 construction	as	a	

discourse	 that	 highlights	 the	 main	 differences	 of	 a	 population	 compared	 to	 another.	 In	

emphasising	 these	differences	 the	national	 identity	 itself	began	 to	 take	shape.	 	According	 to	

her,	this	differentiation	concerns	mainly	three	areas:	culture,	religion,	and	language19.	

There	has	been	a	promotion	of	the	Ukrainian	cultural	particularities.	Since	1990,	many	

initiatives	 were	 implemented	 to	 highlight	 the	 contrast	 between	 Ukrainian	 and	 Russian	

mentalities,	 to	 promote	 Ukrainian	 folklore	 and	 Ukrainian	 popular	 culture	 in	 order	 to	

artificially	create	a	sort	of	Ukrainian	historical	continuity.	Ukrainian	historians	try	to	bring	out	

the	 idea	 of	 a	 continuous	 historical	 link	with	 the	 Kingdom	of	 Kyiv,	 the	 principality	 of	Galicia-

Volynia,	the	Cossacks,	the	19th	century	national	movement,	the	Bolshevik	revolution,	and	with	

the	Independence	from	the	Soviet	Union	in	1991.	The	question	of	Kyiv	legacy	has	always	been	

a	contentious	topic	with	Russia,	which	considers	Kyiv	as	the	cultural	cradle	of	all	Slavic	people.	

Therefore,	Ukraine	 tries	 to	 portray	 an	 idea	 of	 a	Ukrainian	 population	 and	 a	Ukrainian	 state,	

and	opposes	in	this	respect	the	Russian	attempts	to	put	forward	its	political	preeminence	over	

all	 the	 territories	 concerned 20 .Then,	 the	 promotion	 of	 Ukrainian	 language	 is	 more	

complicated	 since	 the	 use	 of	 Ukrainian	 throughout	 the	 territory	 is	 challenged	 by	 the	

presence	 of	 Russian	 speakers	 in	 all	 spheres	 of	 everyday	 Ukrainian	 life.	 	 The	 question	 of	

language	is	regulated	by	the	Law	of	the	28th	October	1989	and	the	Constitution	of	1996	which	

guarantees	 cultural	 and	 linguistic	 rights	 for	 all	 and	 offers	 the	 possibility	 to	 use	 any	 other	

language	in	public	services,	political	parties,	businesses	or	institutions,	and	in	areas	where	the	

majority	of	citizens	are	non-Ukrainian.	There	is	an	important	principle	of	non-discrimination	of	

languages.	 However,	 the	 situation	 maintains	 the	 "sharing"	 between	 the	 predominately	

Ukrainian-speaking	West	 and	 the	 predominately	 Russian-speaking	 East21.	 In	 regards	 to	 the	

use	 of	 Ukrainian	 in	 the	 public	 sphere,	 the	 use	 of	 Russian	 on	 the	 same	 basis	 as	 Ukrainian	

prevents	Ukrainian	 to	be	 imposed	as	 the	State’s	 language.	 In	public	education,	 senior	public	

																																																													

19	Juliane	 Besters-Dilger,	 «	Les	 différenciations	 régionales	 de	 l'espace	 linguistique	 en	 Ukraine	»,	Revue	
d'études	comparatives	Est-Ouest,	vol.	33,	n°1,	2002,	pp.	49-76.	
20 	Jean	 Radvanyi,	 Les	 États	 postsoviétiques	 :	 identités	 en	 construction,	 transformations	 politiques,	
trajectoires	économiques,	Paris,	A.	Colin,	2004,	pp.	66-79.	
21	Juliane	 Besters-Dilger,	 «	Les	 différenciations	 régionales	 de	 l'espace	 linguistique	 en	 Ukraine	»,	Revue	
d'études	comparatives	Est-Ouest,	vol.	33,	n°1,	2002,	pp.	49-76.	
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service,	 and	 the	media,	 Russian	 is	 much	more	 used	 than	 Ukrainian.	 The	 press	 and	 popular	

literature	are	also	marked	by	the	invasion	of	the	Russian	language22.	

	

Moreover,	there	is	no	unique	Church	to	support	the	national	construction	of	Ukraine.	

Four	Churches	have	 the	ambition	 to	embody	 the	nation	and	national	 religious	 tradition:	 the	

Orthodox	Church	of	the	Patriarchate	of	Moscow,	the	Patriarchate	of	Kyiv,	the	Autocephalous	

Church	and	the	Greco-Catholic	Church.	

	

2.	1.	2. FORMER	ORGANIZATION	OF	THE	POLITICAL	SPHERE	

	

The	Soviet	Republic	of	Ukraine	was	created	in	December	1917,	in	Kharkov,	but	it	was	only	

five	years	later,	in	December	1922,	that	Ukraine	officially	became	a	federated	republic	in	the	

Soviet	Union23.	

																																																													

22	Denis	 Dafflon,	 «	Les	 Russes	 d'Ukraine	 :	 un	 enjeu	 lié	 à	 la	 définition	 de	 l'identité	 nationale	»,	 Revue	
d'études	comparatives	Est-Ouest,	vol.	39,	n°1,	2008,	pp.	95-120.	
23	Maxime	Deschanet,	«	Introduction	à	l’histoire	de	l’Ukraine	»,	HAL,	23	mai	2014.	
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From	the	1920s	to	the	early	1930s,	the	Soviet	leaders	put	in	place	a	strategy	to	include	

the	communist	ideology	into	the	daily	lives	of	Ukrainian	citizens.	This	policy	of	“ukrainization24”	

was	built	to	facilitate	the	implementation	of	socialism	in	the	country’s	institutions	and	society.	

For	decades,	Ukraine	was	under	the	control	of	USSR	central	administration	which	applied	a	

very	 severe	 political	 and	 economical	 control	 over	Ukraine,	with,	 among	others	 things,	 the	

famous	 episode	 of	 starvation	 Stalin	 organized	 in	 1933	 (Holodomor)25,	 which	 killed	 over	 6	

million	of	Ukrainian	people,	or	the	killing	and	deportations,	by	the	Soviet	leader,	of	Ukrainian	

executives	 and	 intellectuals	 to	 prevent	 nationalism	 to	 flourish	 in	 the	 country.	 The	

centralization	of	the	cultivable	lands	and	the	use	of	the	Donbas	region	to	provide	electricity	for	

the	entire	Republic	made	Ukraine	a	key	region	for	the	USSR.		

After	 the	 invasion	 of	 Poland	 by	 the	 Nazis	 (1939),	 and	 then,	 by	 the	 Soviet	 army,	 all	

Polish	regions	with	Ukrainian	majority	were	annexed	by	USSR	forces,	as	for	the	Romanian’s	

ones	 a	 year	 later	 (1940).	 All	 these	 territories,	 coupled	 with,	 later	 on,	 with	 Czechoslvak	

Ruthenia’s	 (1945),	 Romanian	 Islands	 (1948)	 and	 Russian	 Crimea	 (1954),	 formed	 modern	

Ukraine26.	

A	non-negligible	part	of	Ukrainians	engaged	in	the	German	government	to	show	their	

opposition	 to	 the	Soviet	power.	Another	part	of	Ukrainian	citizens	created	 the	“UPA”,	which	

stands	 for	 “Insurrectional	 Ukrainian	 Army27”,	 to	 push	 the	 Red	 Army	 out	 of	 the	 country’s	

borders.	The	remaining	Ukrainian	people	fought	for	the	Soviet	army,	which	gave	the	country	a	

special	status	on	the	international	scene	as	Stalin	asked	to	the	United	Nation,	in	1945,	to	give	

Ukraine	the	title	of	founder	nation	of	the	organization.	iI	gave	the	USSR	the	opportunity	to	use	

three	votes	instead	of	one	in	the	decisional	process	of	the	organization.		

Since	1955,	thanks	to	the	relative	period	of	“liberalization”	started	under	Khrouchtchev	

presidency,	 Ukrainian	 communists	 gathered	 to	 create	 a	 dissident	 movement	 within	 the	

country,	 led	 by	 personalities	 such	 as	 Viatcheslav	 Tchornovil,	 Vassyl	 Stous,	 or	 Levko	

Lukyanenko.	 This	 movement,	 as	 any	 other	 dissident	 initiative	 for	 nationalism,	 was	 roughly	

repressed	by	the	central	government	through	gulag	and	exile	convictions.	

																																																													

24	Maxime	Deschanet,	«	Introduction	à	l’histoire	de	l’Ukraine	»,	HAL,	23	mai	2014.		
25 	InfoUkes,	 “The	 Artificial	 Famine/Genocide	 (Holodomor)	 in	 Ukraine	 1932-33”,	 April	 26th	 2009.	
http://www.infoukes.com/history/famine/	
26	Andrew	 Gregorovich,	 “World	 War	 II	 in	 Ukraine:	 Ukraine's	 Population	 Losses	 in	 World	 War	 II:	 7.5	
million	or	13,614,000?”,	InfoUkes.	http://www.infoukes.com/history/ww2/page-17.html	
27	Andrew	Gregorovich,	“World	War	II	in	Ukraine:	UPA	-	Ukrainian	Insurgent	Army”,	InfoUkes	
http://www.infoukes.com/history/ww2/page-08.html	
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The	end	of	the	Soviet	Republic	of	Ukraine’s	history	started	in	1989	with	the	beginning	of	

the	perestroika	plan	engaged	by	Mikhaïl	Gorbatchev.	Thus,	the	same	year,	the	liberalization	of	

the	Soviet	regime,	and	the	release	of	all	Ukrainian	political	prisoners,	gave	the	citizens	the	

impulse	 they	 needed	 to	 organize	 themselves	 in	 order	 to	 defend	 their	 inner	 rights.	 The	

popular	 movement	 of	 Ukraine,	 also	 called	 “Roukh”,	 then	 formed,	 and	 was	 the	 first	

independent	political	party	in	Ukraine	since	1919.	On	July	16th;	1990,	the	Ukrainian	Parliament,	

led	by	a	large	majority	of	democratic	Ukrainian	parties,	voted	its	first	sovereignty	declaration,	

which	became	official	with	the	proclamation	of	Ukraine’s	independence	in	1991,	supported	by	

a	popular	referendum	(90,3%	of	“yes”)28.		

	

2. 2. THE POST-SOVIET TRANSITION 

2.	2.	1. POLITICAL	TRANSITION:	THE	RISE	OF	THE	OLIGARCHS	

	

FROM	1991	TO	1994	

The	 first	 presidential	 election	 of	 Ukraine	 took	 place	 the	 same	 day	 as	 the	 popular	

referendum	for	independence.	Its	outcome	elected	Leonid	Kravtchouk	president	with	61,6%	of	

votes29.	But,	since	1992,	the	lack	of	real	institutional	reforms,	and	the	bad	management	of	its	

global	 economy	 led	 Ukraine	 to	 a	 critical	 society	 state,	 and	 a	 considerable	 decrease	 of	

Ukrainian	 quality	 of	 life.	 This	 situation	 precipitated	 the	 end	 of	 Kravtchouk	 mandate.	 By-

election	 became	 unavoidable	 in	 front	 of	 the	 Parliamentary	 obstruction,	 and	 the	 economic	

crisis.	In	July	1994,	with	52%	of	votes,	Leonid	Koutchma	became	the	new	Ukrainian	president	

FROM 1994 TO 2004 

Former	President	Leonid	Koutchma	made	up	a	strategy	of	economic	reforms,	and	a	

plan	 for	 stabilization,	 supported	 by	 the	 IMF30.	 Eager	 for	 a	 balanced	Ukraine	who	would	be	

able	 to	nurture	good	 relations	with	Russia,	 and	 to	 turn	more	and	more	 towards	 a	European	

implementation,	Koutchma	had	to	overcome	institutional	obstacles	created	by	the	Parliament	

																																																													

28	Perspective	Monde,	«	Ukraine	».	http://perspective.usherbrooke.ca/bilan/pays/UKR/fr.html	
29	Perspective	Monde,	«	Ukraine,	chronologie	depuis	1991	»,	
http://perspective.usherbrooke.ca/bilan/servlet/BMHistoriquePays?codePays=UKR&langue=fr	
30	Larousse	France,	«	Ukraine,	vie	politique	depuis	1991	»,		
http://www.larousse.fr/encyclopedie/divers/Ukraine_vie_politique_depuis_1991/187636	
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(Verkhovna	Rada).	To	do	so,	the	former	president	Koutchma	decided	to	strengthen	his	political	

power	 through	 a	 new	 Constitution,	 at	 the	 expense	 of	 the	Ukrainian	 administration.	 But	 the	

Parliament	opposition	continued	 to	block	 the	efficiency	of	 the	 reforms	Koutchma	wanted	 to	

put	 in	 place.	 This	 situation	 increased	with	 the	 Russian	 financial	 crisis	 of	 1998.	 A	 year	 later,	

Koutchma	 was	 re	 elected	 as	 president,	 and	 gave	 the	 lead	 of	 his	 government	 to	 Viktor	

Iouchtchenko.	 However,	 in	 2000,	 Koutchma	 retried	 to	 reinforce	 its	 power,	 diminishing	 the	

Parliament’s	authority	once	again.	This	attempt	was	seen	as	non-democratic	by	the	European	

Union.		

Another	 non-democratic	 attitude	 was	 the	 one	 that	 consisted	 (and	 still	 goes	 on	

nowadays)	 in	 using	 the	 revolving-doors	 strategy	 to	 serve	 personal	 interests.	 Indeed,	 the	

Ukrainian	oligarchy	was	very	imbricate	with	the	political	institutions.	Proof	of	this	imbrication:	

the	nomination	of	Viktor	 Iouchtchenko	was	not	only	a	choice	made	because	of	his	skills,	but	

mainly	done	thanks	 to	his	 social	and	economic	position	 in	 the	country	as	he	was	 the	 former	

director	 of	 the	 National	 Bank	 of	 Ukraine.	 Koutchma	 policy	 continued	 like	 that,	 punctually	

stained	 by	 corruption	 cases 31 ,	 or	 international	 tensions,	 causing	 great	 uproar	 to	 the	

authoritarian	regime	in	place,	internally	and	internationally.	Thereby,	agreements	like	the	Pact	

																																																													

31	J-A	Dérens,	Laurent	Geslin,	«	Ukraine,	d’une	Oligarchie	à	l’autre	»,	Monde	Diplomatique,	pp.	4	et	5,	
Avril	2014			

Autor	:	Bas	van	der	Shot	
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of	 Partnership	 and	 Cooperation	 signed	 in	 June	 1994	 between	Ukraine	 and	 the	 EU	 lacked	 of	

consistency	due	to	the	ambiguous	attitude	of	the	Ukrainian	leader.	Part	of	those	tensions	were	

also	caused	by	the	large	proportion	of	corruption	running	in	the	political	sphere.		

The	 beginning	 of	 the	 second	millennium	was	 the	 start	 of	 a	 very	 troubled	 period	 for	

Ukraine	as	 tenseness	with	Russia	was	gradually	going	up,	 like	 the	people’s	dissatisfaction.	 In	

2001,	 Viktor	 Iouchtchenko	 was	 thrown	 out	 of	 the	 government	 by	 the	 politico-oligarchs	

sphere	 in	the	Parliament	because	of	reforms	he	wanted	to	implement.	He	has	been	replaced	

by	 Anatoli	 Kinakh,	 former	 leader	 of	 the	 Ukrainian	 League	 of	 the	 Industrialists	 and	

Entrepreneurs.	 All	 those	 points	were	 the	 prelude	 of	 the	 revolution	 that	 started	 a	 couple	 of	

years	later.	

	

2.	2.	2. THE	CONSEQUENCES	OF	THE	TRANSITION	ON	THE	UKRAINIAN	
ECONOMY	

 

A DIFFICULT TRANSITION TO MARKET ECONOMY 

Although	a	market	economy	is	supposed	to	be	more	efficient	than	a	centrally	planned	

economy,	the	transition	has	brought	many	problems	in	ex-Soviet	countries	and	especially	in	

Ukraine.	 Economic	 transition	 went	 hand	 in	 hand	 with	 inflation	 and	 a	 drop	 of	the	 GDP	by	

almost	a	quarter	 from	1993	 to	199432.	 Labor	productivity	dropped	 to	half	over	 the	 first	nine	

years	of	transition	and	at	the	end	of	2004,	the	Ukrainian	economic	efficiency	was	at	the	same	

level	 than	 in	 199533.	 This	 catastrophic	 situation	 led	 some	 authors	 such	 as	 Van	Zon	to	 affirm	

that	Ukraine	moved	“from	a	developmental	to	a	predatory	state34”,	adopting	a	rent-seeking	

behavior	instead	of	acting	for	the	country	development.		

	

Several	 reasons	 can	 explain	 these	 difficulties	 and	 the	 lack	 of	 economic	 efficiency,	

which	persisted	many	years	after	the	beginning	of	the	transition	process35.	Firstly,	the	lack	of	

structural	 transformations,	markets	 reforms	and	 legislation	prevented	 the	development	of	 a	
																																																													

32 	Peter	 Rodgers,	 Colin	 C.	 Williams,	 John	 Round,	 “Corruption	 in	 the	 post-Soviet	 workplace:	 the	
experiences	of	recent	graduates	 in	contemporary	Ukraine”,	Work	Employment	Society,	Vol	22,	 Issue	1,	
2008,	pp.	149-166.	
33	Anatoliy	 G.	 Goncharuk,	 “Economic	 Efficiency	 in	 Transition:	 The	 Case	 of	 Ukraine”,	Managing	 Global	
Transitions,	Vol.	4,	n°	2,	2006,	pp.	129–143		
34		H.	Van	Zon,	The	Political	Economy	of	Independent	Ukraine,	London,	Springer,	2000.	
35Anatoliy	G.	Goncharuk,	op.cit.		



 

 

 

25 

functioning	market	 economy.	 Secondly,	Ukraine	 suffered	 from	 technological	 backwardness36	

after	 its	 independence.	 In	 fact,	 the	 cheapness	of	 the	energy	provided	by	neighbor	 countries	

such	as	Russia	was	not	an	incentive	for	Ukraine	to	modernize	and	promote	innovations	in	the	

energy	 sector.	 More	 generally,	 too	 little	 efficient	 investments	 and	 innovations	 have	 been	

made.	Finally,	State	corruption,	the	 influence	of	oligarchy	and	the	 inefficiency	of	the	 judicial-

legal	system	 led	to	the	 fact	 that	many	enterprises	 from	the	 formal	sector	decided	to	turn	to	

the	 informal	 sector.	The	 combination	 of	 those	 factors	 prevented	 an	 effective	 transition	 du	

market	economy.			

After	 the	 independence,	 the	 ex-Communist	 elite	 remained	 in	 power.	 The	 first	

president,	Leonid	Kravchuk,	did	not	implement	reform	to	create	a	market	economy,	quite	the	

contrary	he	wanted	to	develop	a	smaller	version	of	the	Soviet	economy.	Under	his	presidency,	

Ukrainian	GDP	dropped	by	almost	50%37.	His	successor,	Leonid	Kuchman	did	little	to	develop	

the	market	economy	despite	the	strong	powers	he	was	granted	by	the	new	constitution38.	 In	

the	 late	 1990s,	 the	 oligarchs	 became	more	 and	more	 influent	 in	 politics	 and	 economy.	 The	

privatization	reforms	taken	during	this	period	were	at	their	benefit	and	global	and	substantive	

economic	reform	was	not	implemented.	In	December	1999,	Viktor	Yushchenko	was	appointed	

prime	minister	and	although	his	reforms	favored	economic	growth,	they	mainly	enriched	the	

oligarchs	who	therefore	gained	even	more	in	influence39.		

At	 the	 beginning	 of	 the	 2000s,	 the	 situation	 improved	 slightly	 following	 the	

appointment	 of	 pro-reformers	 at	 the	 head	 of	 the	 state.	 Between	 2000	 and	 2004,	the	GDP	

increased	 by	 8.6%	on	 average40.	Moreover,	 the	 Orange	 Revolution	 brought	 hope	 that	 the	

economic	 development	 would	 be	 pushed	 further	 and	in	 2006	 the	 EU	 bestowed	 “market	

economy	status”	on	Ukraine41.			

But	in	reality,	many	economic	problems	remained	and	the	progresses	are	limited.	The	

high	 levels	 of	 corruption	 and	 the	 absence	 of	 a	 rule	 of	 law	 prevent	 any	 development	 of	 a	

																																																													

36	Idem.		
37Andrew	 Wilson,	 “Ukraine”,	 in	 Isobel	 Coleman,	 Terra	 Lawson-Remer,	 Andrew	 Wilson,	 Pathways	 to	
Freedom:	 Political	 and	 Economic	 Lessons	 from	 Democratic	 Transitions,	 Council	 on	 Foreign	 Relations	
Press,	2013	
38	Idem.	
39	Idem. 
40 	Peter	 Rodgers,	 Colin	 C.	 Williams,	 John	 Round,	 “Corruption	 in	 the	 post-Soviet	 workplace:	 the	
experiences	of	recent	graduates	 in	contemporary	Ukraine”,	Work	Employment	Society,	Vol	22,	 Issue	1,	
2008,	pp.	149-166.	
41Idem.	
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strong	market,	which	could	increase	living	standards	and	favor	entrepreneurship42.	The	anti-

corruption	 reforms	 taken	 after	 the	 Orange	 Revolution	 by	Yushchenko	had	 only	 a	 limited	

impact	and	even	increase	the	price	of	the	bribes	since	it	became	riskier	to	use	them.			

The 2008 economic crisis hit	hard	Ukraine	in	2009:	GDP	dropped	by	15%	in	2009	and	

exports	decreased	by	49%,	especially	steel	exports43.	A	drop	of	real	incomes	and	an	increase	of	

unemployment	 were	 also	 the	 consequence	 of	 the	 crisis.	 The	 International	 Monetary	 Fund	

granted	a	loan	to	Ukraine	to	support	the	economy	but	Ukraine’s	refusal	to	increase	domestic	

gas	 prices	 seriously,	 which	 deteriorated	 the	 relations	 between	 the	 country	 and	 the	

international	organization44.		

ECONOMIC RELATIONS WITH RUSSIA AND THE EU 
ASYMMETRIC ECONOMIC RELATIONS BETW EEN UKRAINE AND RUSSIA 

The	 collapse	 of	 the	 Soviet	 Union	 and	 the	 sudden	 implementation	 of	 borders	 led	 to	

several	 difficulties	 for	 both	 Ukraine	 and	 Russia.	 Ukraine,	 specialized	 in	 arms	 and	 chemical	

industries,	 found	 itself	with	huge	stocks	 it	did	not	need45.	As	seen	earlier,	 the	 lack	of	market	

economy	 mechanisms	 impacted	 negatively	 post-Soviet	 States	 economies	 but	 also	 the	

economic	relations	between	them,	a	tendency	exacerbated	by	the	rapprochement	of	some	of	

those	 countries	 with	 the	 West.	 Under	 those	 circumstances,	 economic	 exchanges	 between	

those	countries	dramatically	decrease	from	1992	to	199346.	

Ukraine	 quickly	 started	 to	 introduce	 measures	 to	 develop	 its	 own	 independent	

economy,	 followed	 by	 the	 other	 States.	 Nevertheless,	 they	 forgot	 to	 take	 into	 account	 the	

consequences	of	such	measures	on	the	common	monetary	and	customs	systems,	still	in	force	

at	 the	 time.	As	a	 consequence,	 those	 systems	 fell	 apart	and	 so	did	 the	other	 systems	 in	 the	

zone.	 A	 new	 class	 of	 business	 people	 took	 advantage	 of	 the	 situation	 by	 speculating	 on	

																																																													

42Idem.	
43Andrew	 Wilson,	 “Ukraine”,	 in	 Isobel	 Coleman,	 Terra	 Lawson-Remer,	 Andrew	 Wilson,	 Pathways	 to	
Freedom:	 Political	 and	 Economic	 Lessons	 from	 Democratic	 Transitions,	 Council	 on	 Foreign	 Relations	
Press,	2013	
44	Idem.	
45Tadeusz	Andrzej	OlszaÄski,	 “Ukraine	and	Russia:	mutual	 relations	and	 the	conditions	 that	determine	
them”,	CES	Studies,	2001,	pp.	33-50.	
46	Idem.	
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different	 exchanges	 rates	 and	 prices	 and	 became	 increasingly	 influent	 in	 politics	 of	 those	

States47.		

Natural	gas	 is	the	key	element	to	understand	Ukraine	and	Russia	economic	relations:	

on	one	hand,	Ukraine	cannot	do	without	the	imports	of	natural	gas	from	Russia	and	on	the	

other	hand,	Russia	needs	those	exports	to	stabilize	its	public	finances	and	Ukraine	appears	to	

be	the	country	receiving	most	of	Russia	natural	gas	exports48.	Moreover,	almost	all	of	Russia	

natural	gas	exports	transit	through	Ukraine,	which	reinforces	once	again	the	importance	of	the	

two	countries	economic	relations.	

As	a	consequence	of	Ukraine	high	dependency	on	Russian	natural	gas	supplies,	Russia	

often	used	them	as	an	instrument	to	pressure	on	Ukraine	decisions	and	behaviours.	In	2000,	

Putin	 became	 the	 new	 president	 of	 the	 Russian	 federation	 and	 decided	 to	 give	 up	 his	

predecessor’s	idea	of	reintegrating	Ukraine	in	a	post-USSR	space	to	treat	its	counterpart	more	

as	a	partner	and	an	equal.	The	development	of	 bilateral	 relations	proved	 to	be	 efficient	 in	

that	 it	 made	 Ukraine	 more	 likely	 to	 make	 concessions	 to	 Russia,	 thus	 maintaining	

asymmetric	relations	between	the	two	countries.		

	

A PATH TOW ARDS GREATER COOPERATION W ITH THE EU 

Ukraine	demonstrated	its	willingness	to	get	closer	to	the	EU	for	the	first	time	in	1993,	

through	the	Decision	of	the	parliament	called	“On	the	Key	Directions	of	the	Foreign	Policy	of	

Ukraine49”.	However	the	process	towards	more	economic	cooperation	between	Ukraine	and	

the	EU	has	been	very	slow	since	then.	

When	 Leonid	 Kuchma	 and	Victor	 Yuschenko	 came	 into	 office	 in	 2000,	many	 citizens	

hoped	 that	 it	 would	 bring	 closer	 Ukraine	 and	 the	 West	 in	 terms	 of	 standard	 of	 living	 and	

economic	 relations.	 Nevertheless,	 both	 Ukraine	 and	 the	West	 became	 quickly	 disappointed	

with	 each	 other	 and	 Ukraine	 started	 to	 understand	 that	 there	 was	 little	 alternative	 to	

economic	co-operation	with	Russia.	Indeed,	Ukrainian	economic	growth	during	the	2000s	was	

mainly	driven	by	Russia	economic	successes	than	by	any	co-operation	with	the	West.	The	IMF	

																																																													

47	Idem.	
48	Idem.	
49 	Mission	 of	 Ukraine	 to	 the	 European	 Union,	 “Ukraine-EU	 Relations”.	http://ukraine-
eu.mfa.gov.ua/en/ukraine-eu/relations	
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did	 not	 continue	 to	 grant	 loans	 to	 Ukraine	 and	 the	 Western	 media	 kept	 discrediting	 the	

country	 and	 its	 Prime	 Minister	 Yuschenko,	 although	 he	 was	 among	 the	 most	 pro-Western	

politician	at	the	time.	

However	many	efforts	have	been	made	during	the	2000s	and	especially	the	2010s	to	

develop	 a	 stronger	 cooperation	 between	Ukraine	 and	 the	 EU.	Within	 the	 framework	 of	 the	

European	Neighbourhood	Policy	(ENP),	a	foreign	relations	instrument	used	since	2004,	the	EU	

considers	 Ukraine	 as	 a	 priority	 partner50.	 The	 ENP	 aims	 at	 developing	 a	 greater	 economic	

cooperation	and	integration	between	the	EU	and	its	partners,	although	Ukraine	considers	it	as	

insufficient	to	lead	to	an	efficient	cooperation.		

In	 Article	 11	 of	 the	 Law	 of	 Ukraine	 adopted	 the	 1st	 of	 July	 2010	 named	 “On	 the	

Foundations	of	Internal	and	Foreign	Policy”,	is	stipulated	that	one	of	the	main	direction	taken	

by	 Ukraine	 regarding	 foreign	 affairs	 aims	 at	 “ensuring	 the	 integration	 of	 Ukraine	 into	 the	

European	political,	economic	and	legal	area	in	order	to	obtain	the	EU	membership”	51.			

Such	measures	resulted	in	increasing	exchanges	between	the	EU	and	Ukraine.	In	2014,	

EU	exports	to	Ukraine	represented	17	billion	of	Euros	and	were	mainly	composed	of	machinery	

and	 appliances,	 transport	 equipment,	 chemicals	 and	 manufactured	 goods52.	 On	 the	 other	

hand,	 Ukraine	 exports	 to	 the	 EU	mainly	 base	metals,	 vegetable	 products,	mineral	 products,	

machinery	and	appliances,	to	the	amount	of	14	billion.			

More	 recently,	 on	 the	 1st	 of	 January	 2016	 was	 implemented	 the	 Deep	 and	

Comprehensive	Free	Trade	Area	(DCFTA),	a	part	of	the	Association	Agreement	signed	in	June	

201453.	 According	 to	 Petro	 Poroshenko,	 this	 Agreement	 represents	 a	 step	 further	 towards	

greater	integration	of	Ukraine	in	the	EU	which	could	ultimately	result	in	a	full	membership	of	

the	country	in	the	Union54.		

																																																													

50	Idem.	
51	Idem.	
52 	European	 Commission,	 “The	 trade	 part	 of	 the	 EU-Ukraine	 Association	 Agreement	 becomes	
operational	 on	 1	 January	 2016”.	 31	 December	 2015.	
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=1425		
53 	European	 Commission,	 “The	 trade	 part	 of	 the	 EU-Ukraine	 Association	 Agreement	 becomes	
operational	 on	 1	 January	 2016”.	 31	 December	 2015.	
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=1425		
54 	Mission	 of	 Ukraine	 to	 the	 European	 Union,	 “Ukraine-EU	 Relations”.	http://ukraine-
eu.mfa.gov.ua/en/ukraine-eu/relations	
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Therefore,	although	Ukraine	is	still	highly	dependent	on	Russian	supplies,	a	stronger	

cooperation	with	the	EU	could	improve	the	situation.			

2. 3. AN UBIQUITOUS CORRUPTION IN SOCIETY 

2.	3	1. THE	OLIGARCHIES	IN	UKRAINIAN	SOCIETY	AND	ECONOMY	

	

We	 must	 consider	 the	 oligarchs	 as	 the	 most	 powerful	 yet	 unattainable	 actors	 in	

Ukrainian	 society.	 Oligarchs	 are	 not	 only	 playing	 an	 important	 role	 as	 main	 sponsor	 of	 the	

political	media	 spheres	 in	Ukraine,	 they	also	have	a	 crucial	 significance	 in	 terms	of	decision-

making	 power.	 Since	 the	 1990s,	 the	 politician	 elites	 of	 Ukraine	 are	more	 or	 less	 the	 same.	

Oligarchs	are	frequently	showing	vested	interest	in	the	political	sphere,	what	may	be	explained	

by	 the	 corrupted	 atmosphere	 that	 can	 be	 deplored.	 The	 nub	 is	 that	 politicians	 are	 either	

financed	by	powerful	oligarchs	and	therefore	serve	as	puppets	in	a	corrupted	system,	or	they	

are	 oligarchs	 themselves	 and	 do	 not	 make	 the	 effort	 to	 pretend	 they	 serve	 the	 general	

interest.	There	 is	a	 vicious	 circle	 since	 the	politicians	need	 financing	 to	accede	 to	 the	official	

sphere	 of	 power.	 They	 lean	 on	 the	 oligarchs	 to	 win	 the	 elections	 and	 thus	 the	 corruption	

breeds	again	and	again,	creating	a	general	dissatisfaction.	

Despite	the	political	 impact	of	the	Orange	Revolution	and	the	Maïdan	crisis,	heads	of	

the	main	Ukrainian	enterprises	still	benefit	from	a	decisive	impact	in	the	run	of	Ukraine.	Under	

Leonid	 Kuchma’s	 presidency	 from	 1994	 to	 2004,	 the	 oligarchs	 prospered	 and	 reached	 their	

height.	 They	 were	 seen	 as	 a	 settled,	 non-renewable	 cast,	 which	 progressed	 to	 an	 almost	

unassailable	“business.	

	The	economic	and	structural	future	of	Ukraine	must	be	considered	in	regard	to	the	

oligarchs’	 interests,	because	 they	will	 inevitably	 influence	 the	direction	Ukraine	 is	going	 to	

take.	 The	 Ukrainian	 system	 is	 utterly	 dependent	 on	 the	 link	 between	 the	 oligarchs	 and	 the	

politicians.	Each	of	them	has	a	specific	influence	on	the	economic	system	as	well	as	the	sphere	

of	powers55.	Still,	the	emergence	of	a	‘new	family’,	composed	by	Viktor	Ianoukovytch	and	his	

relatives	is	a	quite	new	phenomenon.	Although	he	wanted	to	create	a	new	head	of	the	Nation,	

which	would	be	comparable	to	the	Russian	one,	Ianoukovytch	lacked	of	unconditionally	 loyal	

persons	around	him.	His	project	to	become	the	first	and	official	wealth	holder	in	Ukraine	finally	

failed	with	the	Orange	Revolution.ness”	clan	until	the	recent	revolts.			

																																																													

55	Sławomir	Matuszak,	“The	oligarchic	democracy	the	influence	of	business	groups	on	ukrainian	politics”,	
OWS	Studies	n°42,	2012.	
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56	Sławomir	Matuszak,	“The	oligarchic	democracy	the	influence	of	business	groups	on	ukrainian	politics”,	
OWS	Studies	n°42,	2012.	
 

	

	 MAIN	SECTORS	OF	BUSINESS	ACTIVITY	OF	THE	KEY	UKRAINIAN	OLIGARCHS56	

Rinat	Akhmeto	 Metallurgy,	media,	banking,	transport,	
conventional	power	engineering,	insurance,	
retail	trade	

Ihor	Kolomoyskyi	and	Henadiy	
Boholyubov	(Privat	Group)	

Banking,	media,	metallurgy,	oil	sector,	chemical	
industry,	air	transport	

Dmytro	Firtash	 Chemical	industry,	gas	sector,	banking,	titanium	
industry	

Viktor	Pinchuk	 Metallurgy,	media	

Serhiy	Tihipko	 Financial	sector,	machine-building	industry	

Kostyantin	Zhevago	 Metallurgy,	machine-building	industry,	banking	

Vadym	Novinsky	 Metallurgy,	machine-building	industry,	
shipbuilding	industry,	agriculture	

Oleh	Bakhmatyuk	 Agriculture,	food	industry	

Andriy	and	Serhiy	Klyuyev	 Metallurgy,	machine-building	industry,	
renewable	power	engineering	

Serhiy	Taruta	 Metallurgy,	media	

Petro	Poroshenko	 Food	industry,	automobile	industry,	media	

Borys	Kolesnikov	 Food	industry	

Valeriy	Khoroshkovskyi	 Media	

Tariel	Vasadze	 Automobile	industry,	insurance	
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2.	3	2. THE	DEVELOPMENT	OF	INFORMAL	ECONOMY	

	

Traditionally,	informal	economy	has	been	seen	whether	as	emphasizing	the	disparities	

created	by	the	formal	economy,	a	chosen	alternative	to	the	formal	economy	or	an	obligation	

for	 individuals	 rejected	 from	 the	 formal	 economy57.	 However,	 rather	 than	 a	 part	 of	 the	

economy	 composed	 only	 by	 marginalized	 people,	 the	 informal	 economy	 is	 an	 ubiquitous	

practice	 in	 Ukraine	 and	 should	 not	 be	 underestimated.	 Williams	 and	 Round	 define	 the	

informal	economy	as	“all	work	 that	 is	not	 ‘formal	employment’,	 that	 is,	paid	work	registered	

with	the	state	for	tax,	social	security	and	labour	law	purposes58”.	

The	 emergence	 of	 informal	 economy	 in	 Ukraine	 can	 be	 explained	 by	 both	 the	

disillusionment	 regarding	 communism	 and	 the	 difficulties	 encountered	 by	 the	 country	

following	 its	 independence	which	 led	 to	 the	 end	 of	 the	 command	 economy.	 In	 fact,	 during	

Soviet	 period,	 citizens	 became	 increasingly	 disappointed	 by	 the	 communist	 regime	 which	

failed	to	keep	its	promises	and	improve	their	living	conditions.	Thus	a	passive	resistance	from	

the	citizens	started	to	develop	and	the	informal	economy	became	more	significant59.	With	the	

collapse	of	the	Soviet	Union,	many	problems	arose	and	the	economy	quickly	became	ridden	by	

corruption	 from	 the	oligarchy.	 Little	 legislation	was	 implemented,	 leaving	 the	market	widely	

unregulated.	Moreover,	this	lack	of	regulation	was	intensified	when	the	leaders	of	the	biggest	

Ukrainian	 companies	 came	 to	 power.	 Unsurprisingly,	 the	 legislation	 was	 in	 favor	 of	 big	

business,	 at	 the	 expense	 of	 the	 employees	 and	 weak	 trade	 unions	 were	 unable	 to	 defend	

them.	The	lack	of	support	from	the	state	led	many	workers	to	turn	to	the	informal	sector	as	

it	 was	 more	 efficient	 than	 queuing	 during	 hours	 and	 filling	 out	 many	 forms	 to	 get	 some	

benefits60.		

Moreover,	 being	 unemployed	was	 a	 criminal	 offense	 under	 the	 command	 economy,	

and	 although	 it	 included	 many	 problems,	 it	 enabled	 workers	 to	 have	 long-term	 jobs	 and	

income	security.	The	transition	to	market	economy	therefore	led	to	unemployment	and	formal	

																																																													

57	Colin	 C.	 Williams	 &	 John	 Round,	 “Out	 Of	 The	 Margins:	 Re-Theorizing	 The	 Role	 Of	 The	 Informal	
Economy	In	Ukraine”,	 International	Journal	of	Economic	Perspectives,	Volume	3,	 Issue	1,	2009,	pp.	45-
58.	
58	Idem.	
59Peter	Rodgers,	Colin	C.	Williams,	John	Round,	“Workplace	crime	and	the	informal	economy	in	Ukraine,	
Employee	and	employer	perspectives”,	International	Journal	of	Social	Economics,	Vol.	35,	Issue	9,	2008,	
pp.	666-678.	
60	Peter	Rodgers,	Colin	C.	Williams,	John	Round,	op.	cit.	
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employment	 dropped	 by	 one-third	 from	 1990	 to	 199961.	 Many	 people	 were	 expected	 to	

quickly	find	a	job	thanks	to	market	economy	mechanisms	but	in	reality,	a	functioning	market	

economy	 was	 not	 being	 implemented.	 Some	 authors	 talk	 about	 systems	 of	 “economic	

involution”,	“chaotic	capitalism”	or	“virtual	economies”	to	refer	 to	the	economic	situation	of	

post-Soviet	 Ukraine62.	 Most	 individuals	 became	 marginalized	 from	 the	 labour	 market,	 a	

situation	that	persisted	even	15	years	after	the	beginning	of	the	reform	process.	As	a	matter	of	

consequence,	many	households	turned	to	 informal	employment	 in	addition	to	their	official	

job,	to	meet	their	needs	and	rare	are	those	who	rely	solely	on	formal	employment.	Quite	the	

contrary,	for	most	individuals	the	informal	economy	is	their	major	source	of	income63.		

Although	 informal	 employment	 is	 a	 widespread	 phenomenon	 in	 Ukraine,	 richer	

populations	tend	to	be	less	involved	in	informal	work	than	disadvantaged	ones64.	A	general	

tendency	shows	that	participation	in	the	informal	economy	is	not	a	matter	of	choice.	However	

this	 does	 not	 mean	 that	 only	 workers	 who	 would	 have	 been	 excluded	 from	 the	 formal	

economy	undertake	 informal	 jobs.	 In	 fact,	most	 of	workers	who	have	 a	 formal	 employment	

also	 depend	 on	 informal	 work.	 Therefore,	 the	 informal	 economy	 is	 not	 only	 comprised	 of	

marginalized	people,	alternatively	it	is	an	omnipresent	economic	sphere.			

	

The	scope	of	this	phenomenon	 is	even	wider	since	 informal	and	formal	economy	are	

intertwined	 to	 the	 extent	 that	 it	 can	 be	 hard	 to	 distinguish	 paid	 informal	work	 from	 formal	

employment65.	 This	 leads	 to	 a	 second	 major	 characteristic	 of	 Ukrainian	 labour	 market:	 the	

ubiquitous	 corruption	 and	 crime	 in	 the	 workplace66.	 In	 fact,	 informal	 practices	 are	 very	

common	 in	 formal	 workplaces	 in	 Ukraine,	 practices	 that	 both	 employers	 and	 employees	

have	 recourse	 to	 and	 which	 can	 be	 explained	 by	 the	 behavior	 of	 the	 Ukrainian	 state.	

Rodgers,	Williams	 and	 Round	 found	 that,	 surprisingly,	 such	 “crime”	67	is	 often	 considered	 as	

																																																													

61	Colin	C.	Williams	&	John	Round,	op.	cit.	
62 Peter	 Rodgers,	 Colin	 C.	 Williams,	 John	 Round,	 “Corruption	 in	 the	 post-Soviet	 workplace:	 the	
experiences	of	recent	graduates	in	contemporary	Ukraine”,	Work	Employment	Society,	Vol	22,	 Issue	1,	
2008,	pp.	149-166.	
63	Colin	C.	Williams	&	John	Round,	op.	cit.	
64	Idem.	
65	Idem.	
66	Peter	Rodgers,	Colin	C.	Williams,	John	Round,	op.	cit.	
67	If	one	considers	a	broad	definition	of	the	notion	of	crime	as	referring	to	all	practices	that	break	the	
law,	 in	 that	 case:	 tax	 evasion,	 corruption,	 theft,	 or	misappropriation	 of	 resources;	 but	 it	 can	 also	 be,	
regarding	workers,	the	use	of	company	time	or	resources	to	carry	out	their	informal	work.	
Peter	Rodgers,	Colin	C.	Williams,	John	Round,	op.	cit.	
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“normal”	within	society.	In	fact,	most	workers	do	not	see	those	practices	as	crime	but	rather	as	

a	 sort	 of	 negotiation	 between	 the	 behavior	 of	 others	 and	 their	 own	 situation.	 For	 instance,	

employees	affirm	that	 they	are	 forced	 to	act	 like	 this	 to	 face	 their	employers’	practices	 (low	

wages	and	poor	working	conditions).	Employers	are	also	obliged	to	avoid	paying	taxes	since	if	

their	 company	become	visible	 in	 the	eyes	of	 the	 corrupted	 state,	 they	will	 probably	have	 to	

pay	 bribes.	 Regarding	 the	 latter	 argument,	 a	 distinction	 must	 be	 made	 between	 small	

enterprises	which	actually	need	to	avoid	being	noticed	by	the	corrupted	state	to	survive	and	

larger	companies	which	use	informal	practices	only	to	maximize	their	profits68.		

Many	 formal	 employers	 pay	 two	wages	 to	 their	 employees:	 an	 official	wage	 and	 an	

informal	 one,	 in	 cash,	 known	 as	 “envelope	 wage”	69.	 Most	 workers	 are	 unhappy	 with	 this	

system	 since	 it	 affects	 negatively	 their	 social	 security	 and	 pension	 but	 also	 their	 access	 to	

credit,	 loans,	mortgages	or	 even	 visas.	 Indeed,	 since	 their	 informal	wages	do	not	 appear	 on	

official	documents,	they	seem	to	earn	less	than	they	actually	do.	Moreover,	workers	constantly	

worry	 that	 they	won’t	 receive	 those	 informal	wages	 from	month	to	month70.	Other	 informal	

practices	 are	 noticeable	 among	 employers.	 For	 instance,	 some	 employers	 hire	 interns	

promising	them	that	they	will	offer	them	a	paid	job	at	the	end	of	the	internship	but	fire	them	

before	the	end	of	the	contract.	Others	force	workers	to	pay	a	bribe	to	obtain	and	secure	a	job	

but	fire	them	for	no	reason	without	letting	them	earning	this	bribe	back71.	However,	obtaining	

an	 employment	 does	 not	mean	 the	 end	 of	 corruption.	 Quite	 the	 contrary,	workers	 have	 to	

regularly	pay	bribes	to	their	employers	to	keep	their	 job	or	even	just	obtain	a	signature	on	a	

document72.	In	addition,	sometimes	the	difficulties	began	even	early	on,	during	the	interviews,	

especially	for	women.	These	latter	describe	their	intimidation	during	the	interviews	and	“many	

noted	how	they	have,	after	passing	the	first	interview,	been	asked	to	meet	potential	employers	

at	a	restaurant	or	a	sauna	where	further	‘discussions’	are	to	take	place”	73.				

The	informal	practices	of	employees	can	be	explained	by	various	factors.	Firstly,	after	

the	collapse	of	the	Soviet	Union,	many	workers	were	not	paid	for	months	and	thus	they	were	

forced	to	steal	from	their	workplace74,	whether	to	fulfill	their	needs	or	to	get	equipment	that	

																																																													

68	Idem.	
69	Colin	C.	Williams	&	John	Round,	op.	cit.	
70	Peter	Rodgers,	Colin	C.	Williams,	John	Round,	op.	cit.	
71	Idem.	
72	Idem.	
73	Idem.		
74	Idem.	
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they	could	use	to	carry	out	their	informal	employment75.	Secondly,	they	are	forced	to	recourse	

to	 informal	 practices	 in	 order	 to	 cope	with	 their	 employers’	 unfair	 behaviors	 and	 their	 low	

wages.	Workers	do	not	choose	to	use	these	informal	practices,	they	are	forced	to	in	order	to	

survive.	Most	of	the	time,	employers	are	aware	of	their	employees’	behavior	but	they	do	not	

react	 as	 they	 know	 these	actions	 are	necessary	 for	workers	 to	perform	 the	 requirements	of	

their	formal	employment.	Despite	difficulties,	workers	do	not	have	anyone	 to	 turn	 to	 since	

the	legislation	does	not	protect	them	efficiently.	It	is	not	surprising	to	see	the	exploitation	of	

employees	 by	 their	 boss	 go	 unpunished.	 This	 leads	 to	 a	 circle	 of	 corruption76:	 weak	 legal	

frameworks	 allow	 employers	 to	 act	 in	 such	 a	 manner,	 which	 in	 turn	 fosters	 the	 corrupt	

actions	among	workers.	Although	getting	involved	in	informal	economy	can	enable	workers	to	

earn	more	 and	 avoid	 corruption,	 it	 is	 also	 very	 stressful	 since	 they	 are	 constantly	 scared	 of	

being	noticed	by	the	tax	police.	Moreover,	the	lack	of	taxation	prevents	the	state	from	having	

enough	 resources	 to	 fund	 infrastructures,	 although	 some	 affirm	 that	 an	 increase	 of	 state	

resources	would	increase	corruption.		

Besides	 the	 difficulties	 encountered	 by	 employees,	 informality	 leads	 to	 many	 other	

problems	 in	 the	 country.	 In	 fact,	 high	 levels	 of	 corruption	 result	 in	 profits	 not	 being	

reinvested	in	the	economy,	preventing	its	development77.	Therefore	economic	development	

policy,	mainly	focused	on	formal	economy,	should	also	take	into	account	the	informal	one	and	

regulate	 this	 field	 in	 order	 to	 help	 workers	 increase	 their	 living	 standards78.	 The	 Ukrainian	

government	realized	the	importance	of	the	problems	linked	with	informal	economy	and	made	

the	 formalization	of	 the	economy	a	main	priority	 for	2006	but	 the	situation	did	not	seem	to	

improve	since.	In	addition,	the	EU	refuses	to	include	Ukraine	as	long	as	it	encounters	problems	

of	corruption	and	crime79.		

	

	

	

																																																													

75	Colin	C.	Williams	&	John	Round,	op.	cit.	
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77	Idem.	
78	Colin	C.	Williams	&	John	Round,	“Out	Of	The	Margins:	Re-Theorizing	The	Role	Of	The	Informal	
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3. THE	CURRENT	CRISIS		

3. 1. INSTABILITY AND CRISIS IN UKRAINE: A SITUATION THAT 
PERSISTS SINCE 2005 

3.	1.	1. ORANGE	REVOLUTION	

	

The	Orange	Revolution	was	a	series	of	protests	and	political	events.	It	took	place	in	

Ukraine,	from	November	2004	to	January	2005,	after	presidential	election	of	the	2004,	which	

was	 claimed	 to	 be	 totally	 corrupted	 by	 voter	 intimidation	 and	 direct	 electoral	 fraud.	Many	

protests	 took	 place	 in	 the	 end	 of	 2014	 to	 force	 a	 change	 of	 the	 political	 government80.	

		 The	 Ukrainian	 capital,	 Kyiv,	 was	 the	 central	 point	 of	 the	 movements	 of	 civil	

resistance.	Thousands	of	protesters	were	demonstrating	daily	and	the	democratic	revolution	

was	nationwide	highlighted	by	acts	of	 civil	disobedience,	 sit-ins,	general	 strikes	organized	by	

the	opposition	movement,	etc.	 The	original	presidential	election’s	 vote	was	 cancelled,	and	a	

revote	 occurred,	 ordered	 by	 Ukraine's	 Supreme	 Court	 for	 26	 December	 2004.	 Under	

international	observers,	the	second	run-off	was	declared	"fair	and	free".	In	the	final	results,	a	

clear	victory	for	Yushchenko	was	claimed.	He	received	52%	of	the	vote	and	Yanukovych's	44%.	

Yushchenko	 was	 declared	 the	 winner	 and	 with	 his	 inauguration	 took	 place	 on	 the	 23rd	 of	

January	 in	 2005,	 in	 Kyiv.	 This	 event	 ended	 the	 Orange	 Revolution.		

		 In	 the	 2010	 presidential	 election,	 Yanukovych	 succeed	 to	 Yushchenko,	 as	 Ukrainian	

President.	 But	 four	 years	 later,	 he	 was	 removed	 from	 office,	 which	 led	 to	 the	 Euromaidan	

bloody	event.	

3.	1.	2. MAIDAN	REVOLUTION	

	

The	 Maïdan	 Revolution	 began	 on	 the	 21th	 November	 2013	 and	 was	 a	 wave	 of	

demonstrations	and	civil	unrest	 in	Kyiv,	 in	Maïdan	Nezalezhnosti	 (the	 Independence	Square).	

The	 protesters	 were	 asking	 for	 a	 loser	 European	 integration	 and	 were	 calling	 for	 the	

resignation	of	President	Viktor	Yanukovych	and	his	government81.		

The	protests	led	to	the	2014	Ukrainian	revolution,	which	escalated	after	the	violent	

spreading	of	protesters	on	30th	November.	The	violence	towards	protesters	strengthened	the	
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movement	and	the	perception	of	"widespread	government	corruption,"	"abuse	of	power,"	and	

"violation	 of	 human	 rights	 in	 Ukraine.	 To	 illustrate	 this,	 we	 can	 quote	 Transparency	

International,	taking	the	President	Yanukovych	as	the	top	example	of	corruption	in	the	world82.	

		 In	February	2014,	Yanukovych	and	many	other	influential	government	officials	fled	the	

country	and	the	protesters	gained	control	of	the	presidential	administration,	which	led	to	the	

removal	of	Yanukovych	from	office,	by	the	parliament.	He	was	replaced	with	a	pro-European,	

and	 the	 former	 Prime	 Minister	 Yulia	 Tymoshenko	 was	 released	 from	 prison 83 .	

		 Events	 in	 Kyiv	 were	 soon	 followed	 by	 the	 Crimean	 crisis	 and	 pro-Russian	 unrest	 in	

Eastern	Ukraine.	In	fact,	despite	 the	 impeachment	of	Yanukovych,	 the	 installation	of	a	new	

government,	 and	 the	 adoption	 of	 the	 Ukraine-EU	 Association	 Agreement's	 political	

provisions,	the	protests	have	continued	pressure	on	the	government84.	

	

3.	1.	3. CRIMEA	ANNEXATION	

	

The	 Ukrainian	 territory	 of	 Crimea	 was	 annexed	 by	 the	 Russian	 Federation	 on	 18th	

March	2014.	The	annexation	was	preceded	by	a	military	intervention	by	Russia	in	Crimea,	after	

the	Ukrainian	revolution	in	201485.	

It	 was	 the	 reasons	 of	 wider	 unrest	 across	 southern	 and	 eastern	 Ukraine.	 Ukraine	

considers	the	annexation	as	a	violation	of	international	law	and	agreements	made	by	Russia,	

including	 Agreement	 on	 Establishing	 the	 Commonwealth	 of	 Independent	 States	 in	 1991,	

Helsinki	Accords,	Treaty	on	 the	Nonproliferation	of	Nuclear	Weapons	of	1994	and	Treaty	on	

friendship,	 cooperation	and	partnership	between	 the	Russian	Federation	and	Ukraine.	Many	

world	 leaders	 condemned	 the	 annexation	 as	 illegal	 and	 as	 a	 violation	of	 the	 1994	Budapest	

Memorandum	on	sovereignty	and	territorial	integrity	of	Ukraine,	signed	by	Russia.	A	Crimean	

referendum	was	held	on	16	March	2014,	in	which	separation	was	favoured	by	a	large	majority	

of	voters.	The	UN	resolution	also	"underscores	that	the	referendum	having	no	validity,	cannot	

form	the	basis	for	any	alteration	of	the	status	of	[Crimea]."	The	resolution	calls	upon	all	States	
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and	 international	 organizations	 not	 to	 accept	 the	 recognition	 of	 Russia's	 annexation 86 .	

		 In	 2016,	 UN	 General	 Assembly	 reaffirmed	 non-recognition	 of	 the	 annexation	 and	

condemned	 "the	 temporary	 occupation	 of	 part	 of	 the	 territory	 of	Ukraine—the	Autonomous	

Republic	of	Crimea	and	the	city	of	Sevastopol"87.	

	

3.	1.	4. DONBAS	CRISIS	

	

The	War	 in	Donbas	 is	an	armed	conflict	 in	the	Donbas	region	of	Ukraine.	Protests	by	

pro-Russian	and	anti-government	groups	took	place	 in	the	Donetsk	and	Luhansk	oblasts	of	

Ukraine,	 together	 commonly	 called	 the	 "Donbas",	 after	 the	 2014	Ukrainian	 revolution,	 the	

Euromaidan	movement	and	the	annexation	of	Crimea	by	the	Russian	Federation.		

	

	

																																																													

86	RT	News,	“Crimea	declares	independence,	seeks	EU	recognition”,	17	March	2014.	
87	United	Nations	General	Assembly,	Resolution	68/262.	

(Source	:	Map	of	the	buffer	zone	established	by	the	Minsk	Protocol	follow-up	memorandum)	
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These	demonstrations	escalated	into	an	armed	conflict	between	the	separatist	forces	of	

the	 self-declared	 Donetsk,	 Luhansk	 People's	 Republics,	 and	 the	 Ukrainian	 government.	 A	

ceasefire,	called	the	Minsk	Protocol,	was	established	and	signed	on	5th	September	2014,	but	it	

was	 violated	 by	 both	 sides,	 what	 led	 to	 further	 destabilization	 of	 the	 region.	 The	 ceasefire	

completely	 collapsed	 in	 January	 2015	 and	 it	 allowed	 a	 renewal	 of	 heavy	 fighting	 across	 the	

conflict	zone.	Later	on,	a	new	ceasefire,	Minsk	 II,	was	accepted	on	 the	12th	February	2015	

but	it	was	again	not	respected	and	the	situation	escalated	again	and	the	area	stayed	a	war	

zone,	with	dozens	of	soldiers	and	civilians	killed	regularly.	Since	the	start	of	the	conflict	there	

have	been	not	less	than	eleven	ceasefires	but	all	of	them	have	failed	to	stop	the	fighting.	

	

3. 2. THE CONSEQUENCES OF THE CRISIS 

3.	2.	1. NO	POLITICAL	CHANGE?	

	

The	political	system	situation	remains	so	highly	unpredictable	in	the	conflict	areas	that	

the	movements	 of	 intern	migration	may	 continue	 to	 increase.	 Ukraine	 has	 been	 in	 conflict	

since	March	2013.	Therefore,	the	crisis	could	be	divided	in	two	phases.	The	first	one,	between	

winter	2013	and	April	2014,	as	we	said	was	characterized	by	Euromaidan	protests	and	Crimea	

annexation.	The	 second	phase	begun	on	April	7	of	2017	and	 it’s	 characterized	by	 the	use	of	

military	force.	

Ukrainian	 crisis	 after	 Crimea	 separation	 quickly	 transformed	 into	 a	 conflict.	 New	

separatist	groups	appeared	in	the	regions	of	Donbas	and	Luhansk	and	took	control	of	several	

cities	and	 “administrative	buildings	 in	Kharkiv,	Donetsk,	and	 Luhansk”	88.	 The	government,	 in	

order	to	avoid	what	happened	to	Crimea,	launched	an	Anti-Terrorist	Operation	(ATO)	to	regain	

control	 areas.	 At	 the	 same	 time,	 separatists	 declared	 the	 independence	 of	 Donbas	 People’s	

Republic	(DPR)	and	Luhansk	People’s	Republic	of	(LPR)	territories.	To	cross	over	from	one	area	

to	 another,	 the	 government	 has	 fit	 up	 five	 checkpoints	 control	 along	 the	 contact	 line.	 The	

country	 is	 currently	divided	 in	Government	and	Non-Government	Control	Areas.	Conflict	has	

worsened	the	country's	socio-economic	conditions	and	created	new	tensions	among	citizens.		
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Besides,	this	conflict	is	framed	within	a	biggest	conflict	of	interests,	for	the	common	

neighborhood	between	European	Union	and	its	Eastern	Treaty	Policy	and	Russian	Federation	

and	its	Euro-Asiatic	project.	It	is	a	conflict	with	dimensions	of	an	undeclared	war	between	east	

and	 west	 and	 in	 which	 Ukraine	 is	 the	 central	 part.	 Euromaidan	 political	 crisis	 and	 Crimea’s	

separation	leave	as	results	during	November	2013	and	February	2014	:		

• "2200	 personas	 injured,	 over	167	 killed	and	1829	 are	 still	 missing	 (…)	 15,845	

IDPs	 from	 Crimea	have	 fled	their	 home	 since	 the	 annexation	 300,000	

Ukrainians	have	left	the	country.	Of	them,	260,015	to	Russia”	89.	

On	the	other	hand,	in	the	current	military	phase	of	conflict,	victim	number	is	increasing	

daily.	By	the	end	of	2016,	according	to	UN	4,	4	millions	of	persons	have	been	affected	by	the	

conflict:	3,8million	people	were	in	need	and	1,7	of	them	were	registered	by	the	government	as	

Internally	 Displaced	 Persons90.	 This	 number	 does	 not	 stop	 rising,	 especially	 after	 the	 last	

fighting	near	of	Avdiivka	and	Mariupol	cities	in	January	2017,	which	has	increased	the	number	

of	affected	people	and	cause	a	new	international	call	for	assistance.	This	military	phase	of	the	

crisis	resulted	in	murders,	illegal	detention,	different	types	of	gender-based	violence,	torture,	

disappearances,	forced	recruitment	and	forced	displacement.	

Any	of	two	armed	actors	has	respected	the	ceasefire.	The	fact	is	that	the	conflict	has	

worsened	 the	 country's	 economic	 conditions	 and	 destroyed	 much	 of	 the	 industrial	 and	

agricultural	economic	activities	of	the	Eastern	oblast:		

• “The	conflict	continues	to	trigger	humanitarian	needs,	claims	lives	and	results	in	

damage	to	critical	civilian	infrastructure”	91.	

• “The	 conflict	 also	 intensified	 pre-existing	 systemic	 flaws,	 from	 ageing	

infrastructures	 to	 legislative	 shortcomings,	 etc.	 that,	 in	 turn,	 adds	 to	 the	

complexity	 of	 the	 situation,	 requiring	 concurrent	 humanitarian,	 recovery	 and	

development	 action.	 Insecurity,	 access	 constraints	 and	 limited	 resources	 are	
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90	Humanitarian	Response,	2017		
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major	challenges.	In	winter,	when	temperatures	drop	below	-20	degrees	Celsius,	

any	gap	in	assistance	delivery	will	have	life-threatening	consequences”	92.	

In	 addition,	 the	 conflict	 has	 weakened	 the	 social	 relations	 within	 the	 Ukrainian	

population,	the	conflict	have	weakened	the	capacity	of	people	to	cooperate	between	them93.	

	

3.	2.	2. THE	IMPACT	ON	THE	ECONOMY	

	

The	Orange	 revolution	 had	 huge	 consequences	 in	 the	 economy	 of	 Ukraine,	 in	 the	

export	 field.	Even	if	the	development	model	of	Ukrainian	economy	has	known	a	first	change	

starting	 from	2005,	 some	 areas	 stayed	on	 course.	 The	 international	 economic	 crisis	 of	 2008	

created	 a	 large	 drop	 in	 the	 Ukrainian	 growth,	 cutting	 a	 rapid	 and	 apparently	 appreciable	

progression	 that	 started	 from	2000.	During	2013,	Ukraine	moved	 toward	 tier	economic	 links	

with	the	European	Union	thanks	 to	 the	UE	Association	Agreement,	which	displeased	a	 lot	 to	

Russia.	Russia	chose	to	put	in	place	retaliation	measures,	by	cracking	down	the	trade	relations	

with	Ukraine.	This	was	one	of	the	main	reasons	that	led	to	the	Euromaidan	crisis	in	2013	and	

the	 ousting	 of	 Ianoukovytch	 to	 power.	 Moreover,	 the	 Crimea	 annexation	 had	 massive	

consequences	 in	 the	 economic	 activity	 of	 Ukraine.	 Crimea	 represented	 a	 large	 part	 of	 the	

Ukrainian	book,	what	means	Ukraine	has	 lost	what	was	a	huge	opportunities	window	 for	 its	

economy.	More	recently,	the	conflict	in	the	East	has	once	again	deprived	Ukraine	of	a	part	of	

its	 industrial	 machinery.	 Consequently,	 we	 can	 say	 that	 the	 negative	 externalities	 of	 an	

unstable	political	 situation	are	a	 tipping	point	of	 the	economic	and	 social	 crisis	 that	Ukraine	

suffers	today.		

With	 this	 in	mind,	we	will	now	study	 the	consequences	and	needs	of	 the	conflict	on	

Ukrainian	population,	 the	 formal	 and	practical	 response	 from	 the	 state	 to	 support	 internally	

displaced	people	integration	and	how	inclusive	business	could	be	an	alternative	for	IDPs.		
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PART 	 I I 	 – 	A 	FOCUS 	ON	 INTERNALLY 	
D ISPLACED 	PERSONS 	

	

Ukrainian	conflict	has	left	almost	23,000	people	injured	and	9,700	killed.	Most	of	the	

2,000	 civilian	 deaths	 resulted	 from	 indiscriminate	 shelling	 of	 residential	 areas94	and	 other	

crimes	 have	 been	 committed	 against	 civil	 society.	 The	 number	 of	 victims	 does	 not	 stop	 to	

increase.	In	this	section,	we	focus	on	internally	displaced	people	since	the	beginning	of	crises	

until	the	most	recent	data.		

It	 is	easier	 to	 identify	profiles	and	number	of	 IDPs	 from	Crimea	 than	 from	the	Eastern	

part	of	the	country	because	of	the	ongoing	conflict	in	this	area.	It	is	also	important	to	mention	

that	IDPs	have	been	victims	of	others	crimes	such	as	forced	retention,	sexual	violence,	sexual	

slavery	 and	 restriction	 of	 circulation.	 Nevertheless,	 government	 official	 register	 of	 IDPs	 only	

include	 forced	 displacement	 affectation	 and	 does	 not	 relate	 others	 rights	 violations.	Official	

government	information	stems	that	1,700	000	are	displaced	in	IDPs	base	data	but	the	number	

could	be	 the	double	because	according	 to	ONG	 information	at	 least	a	person	register	as	 IDP	

know	a	member	of	his	family	who	is	not	register.		

On	 the	 other	 hand	 it	 has	 been	 local	 and	 international	 organizations	 which	 have	

accompanied	those	victims	giving	them	social	support	and	making	international	advocacy	and	

public	 denunciation.	 Ongoing	 conflict	 started	 to	 weak	 civil	 society	 capacity	 and	 incertitude	

about	 the	end	of	 conflict	after	3	years,	difficult	ONG	decision	of	 the	kind	of	help	 to	offer	as	

urgency	crises	or	development	policy.		

In	 the	 following	 pages,	we	 present	 a	 typology	 of	 migrations,	 IDPs	 profiles	 and	 their	

principal	 needs,	 socioeconomic	 difficulties	 for	 IDPs	 integration	 and	 initiatives	 from	

government	and	humanitarian	sector	to	do	so.	

	

																																																													

94	UNOCHA,	Humanitarian	Need	Overview,	2016,	p.7.	
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1. TYPOLOGY	OF	IDPS	

1. 1. A CONFLICT CHARACTERIZED BY DIFFERENT TYPES OF 
MIGRATIONS 

	

We	identified	two	flows	of	involuntary	migration:	

§ International	 migrations:	 refugees	 who	 leave	 Ukraine	 and	 are	 asylum	 seekers	 in	

countries	as	Russia,	Belorussia	Hungary,	Moldova,	Poland,	Slovakia	and	Romania	etc.	

In	 2015,	 UNHCR	 declared	 that	 there	 are	 388,800	 as	 asylum	 askers	 in	 neighbor	

countries	and	other	732,000	Ukrainian	looking	for	others	ways	to	stay95.	

§ Internal	Migrations:	IDPs	who	flee	from	two	different	areas	-	the	first	migratory	flow	of	

people	fled	from	Crimea	after	Russia	annexation	and	the	second	flow	of	people	from	

Donbas	and	Luhansk	regions	fled	from	currently	separation	conflict.			

According	to	information	from	the	Internal	Displacement	Monitoring	Center,	Ukraine	was	

the	7th	 country	 in	 the	world	with	most	 Internal	 Forced	Displacement	because	of	 a	 conflict	

situation,	before	Syria,	Colombia,	 Iraq,	Soudan,	Yemen,	and	Nigeria,	and	the	4th	country	with	

most	new	internal	displacements	in	2015	after	Yemen,	Syria	and	Iraq96.	

The	number	of	people	who	fled	from	Crimea	after	the	annexation	is	15,845	and	they	

are	 located	 in	GCA.	 IDPs	 from	Eastern	 figure	around	1.700.000	people,	according	 to	UNHCR,	

most	of	them	are	in	Non-Government	Control	Areas97.	Nevertheless,	at	least	“15.8	per	cent	of	

IDP	 households	 have	 unregistered	 IDPs	 in	 their	 families,	 so	 this	 figure	 could	 be	 considerably	

higher	 as	 it	 does	 not	 include	 those	 whose	 entire	 families	 are	 unregistered”	98.	 IDPs	 register	

could	be	divided	in	three	subcategories	of	internal	migration	flows:		

• IDPs	 who	 move	 to	 Government	 Control	 Areas	 and	 stay:	 for	 these	 people,	 data	

recollection	 is	 easier.	 They	 are	 around	 800.000	 people	 in	 this	 case	 according	 to	

Ministry	of	Social	Protection	in	2016	database.		

																																																													

95	UNHCR,	Country	profile	Ukraine,	12	February	2017.	
96	IDM,	Internal	Displacement	Global	Report,	15	May	2017.	
97	UNOCHA,	Humanitarian	Need	Overview,	2017,	op.	cit.	
98	Idem.		
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• IDPs	who	come	and	go:	they	live	in	Non-Government	Control	Areas,	are	registered	as	

IDPs	and	move	regularly	across	the	contact	line	to	have	access	to	pensions	and	other	

social	payments	and	humanitarian	help.	UNHCR	esteems	that	around	700.00099	people	

cross	the	contact	line	monthly,	despite	security	challenges.	The	majority	of	these	IDPs	

are	women.		

• Returnees100:	IDPs	who	decided	or	were	forced	to	return	to	NGCA	for	two	reason:	(1)	

Government	recover	those	areas	so	they	came	back	to	their	homes	and	they	are	living	

in	the	“contact	line”,	or	(2)	they	could	not	afford	anymore	to	live	in	the	Government-

controlled	areas	 (GCA)	because	 life	cost	was	too	high	 for	 them.	These	people	had	to	

face	difficulties	 in	accessing	Government	 support101.	 In	 some	cases,	 IDPs	 returned	 to	

areas	 of	 active	 hostilities,	 so	 their	 vulnerability	 increased.	 Others	 moved	 to	 places	

where	humanitarian	assistance	is	unavailable.	

	

1. 2. THE PROFILES 

	

According	to	different	ONG,	UN	agencies	and	interviews	the	majority	of	IDPs	registered	

in	 government	 base	 data	 are	 households,	 women,	 elderly,	 children	 and	 people	 with	

disabilities.	Most	of	 IDPs	are	 located	in	Non-Government	Control	Areas	(NGCA)	or	 in	contact	

line,	which	increases	their	risks	and	needs102.		

Moreover,	 IDPs	who	 return	 to	NGCA	are	 in	worst	economic	 conditions	because	 they	

did	not	success	in	GCA.	According	to	UNHCR	in	November	2014,	the	registered	IDPs	population	

includes	27%	children;	19%	of	 IDPs	are	elderly	or	disabled.	66%	of	 IDPs	are	adult	women103.	

Here	are	some	specific	profiles:	

§ Women,	rural	women,	single	women	with	children	

																																																													

99	Relief	Web,	“The	Government	of	Japan	provides	USD	3.90	million	to	support	people	and	communities	
affected	by	the	conflict	in	Eastern	Ukraine”,	17	May	2017.	
100	A	referent	introduce	by	UNHRC	
101	UNOCHA,	Humanitarian	Need	Overview,	2016,	op.	cit.	
102	Idem.	
103	UNOCHA,	Humanitarian	Need	Overview,	2016,	op.	cit.	
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§ People	with	disabilities,	or	sick	

§ Elder	people:	more	that	59	years	old	

§ Young	people	who	flee	the	conflict	

§ Children:	less	than	18	years	old	

§ Tatar	and	Roma	minorities	from	Crimea	

We	 consider	 than	 households	 women	 are	 at	 the	 same	 time	 the	 most	 vulnerable	

people	and	they	an	 important	 role	player	 in	an	 inclusive	business	project	because	they	are	

potential	 workers	 and	 an	 important	 figure	 for	 family	 sustain.	 The	 Committee	 on	 the	

elimination	 of	 discrimination	 against	 women	 2017	 recommends	 to	 Ukraine	 government	 to	

“ensure	 that	 internally	 displaced	 women	 and	 girls	 have	 adequate	 access	 to	 health	 services,	

education,	 food,	 shelter,	 free	 movement,	 registration,	 social	 benefits	 and	 opportunities	 to	

secure	justice	and	durable	solutions,	as	well	as	sustainable	employment	opportunities104”.	

	

2. IDPS’	NEEDS	

2. 1. DIFFICULTIES TO FIND EMPLOYEMENT 

	

An	interesting	characteristic	of	the	Ukrainian	labor	market	is	that	after	the	transition,	

it	became	necessary	to	have	connections,	a	social	network,	in	order	to	get	a	job,	low	skilled	as	

well	as	high	 skilled105.	People	are	not	hired	because	of	 their	 competencies	but	because	 they	

have	 been	 recommended	 to	 their	 employer.	 Thus	 individuals	who	 do	 not	 have	 this	 kind	 of	

connections	became	marginalized.	We	can	therefore	imagine	that	this	brings	many	difficulties	

for	IDPs	to	find	an	employment,	since	they	arrive	in	unknown	regions	where	they	do	not	have	

relatives	or	a	network	able	to	recommend	and	support	them.		

																																																													

104	Committee	on	the	elimination	of	discrimination	against	women,	Concluding	observations	on	the	
eighth	periodic	report	of	Ukraine,	3	March	2017,	p.	6	

105	Peter	Rodgers,	Colin	C.	Williams,	John	Round,	“Corruption	in	the	post-Soviet	workplace:	the	
experiences	of	recent	graduates	in	contemporary	Ukraine”,	op.cit.	
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The	situation	is	also	difficult	for	young	graduates	since	qualifications	and	university	

degrees	 are	 no	 longer	 a	 guarantee	 to	 find	 a	 job106.	 However,	 if	 they	 do	 not	 guarantee	

employment,	 they	are	of	absolute	necessity	 to	 find	any	 job,	 including	 low	skilled	ones,	given	

the	competition	of	the	labor	market.	This	situation	often	encourages	them	to	migrate	to	place	

with	better	quality	of	life.			

	

2. 2. THE DIFFICULTIES OF FEMALE IDPS HAVE BEEN 
EXACERBATED BY GOVERNMENT DECISIONS 

	

In	 January	 2017,	 the	 Women’s	 International	 League	 for	 Peace	 &	 Freedom	 in	

partnership	with	several	Ukrainian	Women’s	groups107	asked	for	a	rapport	about	the	women’s	

economic	situation	in	Ukraine,	regarding	the	current	consequences	of	the	reforms	led	by	the	

State	and	intervention	of	external	entities.			

Since	 2014,	 Ukraine	 has	 known	 and	 suffered	 intense	 disruptions	 because	 of	 the	

conflict,	which	affected	the	whole	country	but	the	East	even	more.	Those	sufferings	go	along	

with	a	growing	insecurity	for	the	most	vulnerable	parts	of	the	society,	especially	for	women.	

Because	 of	 the	 conflict	 and	 its	 high	 costs	 for	 the	Ukrainian	 economy,	 international	 financial	

institutions	decided	to	intervene	especially	the	International	Monetary	Fund	(IMF).		In	reality,	

these	interventions	exacerbated	the	already	dire	economic	and	social	conditions	of	Ukrainian	

women.	 Indeed,	 the	 Ukrainian	 State	 has	 now	 to	 save	 important	 sums	 to	 repay	 its	 debts.	

Therefore,	the	government	led	an	important	reform	to	reduce	public	subsidies.	Because	they	

were	the	first	who	received	those	subsidies,	women	were	also	the	first	to	face	up	the	negative	

effects	 of	 the	 budget	 cuts.	The	 first	 result	 was	 an	 important	 rise	 of	 poverty,	 especially	 for	

women.			

	

For	those	reasons,	the	Committee	urges	 the	 states	and	 international	 institutions	 to	

adopt	a	gender-sensitive	approach,	which	means	to	help	women	and	families	to	find	other	

sources	of	incomes	to	counterbalance	the	cuts	of	social	subsidies.				
																																																													

106 	Peter	 Rodgers,	 Colin	 C.	 Williams,	 John	 Round,	 “Corruption	 in	 the	 post-Soviet	 workplace:	 the	
experiences	of	recent	graduates	in	contemporary	Ukraine”,	op.cit.	
107	Centre	 for	 Social	 and	 Labour	 Research,	 Theatre	 for	 Dialogue,	 Gender	 Dnipro,	 NGO	 Center	 for	 the	
Future,	Child	Smile,	and	Alternative	Center.	
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3. RELATIONS	WITH	SOCIETY	AND	ARMED	ACTORS	

3. 1. THE CAUSES OF THE LACK OF IDPS INTEGRATION 

We	identify	four	principal	causes	of	the	lack	of	IDPs	economic	integration:	sociocultural	

diversity,	 weakness	 of	 the	 government,	 pre-existing	 economic	 conditions	 and	 the	 current	

conflict.	They	are	summarized	in	the	following	problems	tree:		

	

3. 2. SOCIOCULTURAL DIVERSITY AND STEREOTYPES 

A	 report	 by	 Ukrainian	 activists	 with	 the	 support	 of	 the	 National	 Endowment	 for	

Democracy	and	Democracy	Grants	program	of	the	US	Embassy	in	Ukraine	called	Have	you	seen	

Tarantino?108	shows	 social	 stereotypes	 constructed	 in	 10	 host	 cities	 of	 GCA	 about	 IDPs.	 It	

concludes	that	IDPs	are	seen	as	a	threat	to	social	stability	of	cities	that	receive	them.	

The	 integrity	 and	 transparency	 of	 the	 IDPs	 is	 suspected,	 people	 from	 Donbas	 are	

questioned	about	their	transparency,	their	origin	and	their	Ukrainian	identity.	Most	of	hosting	

																																																													

108	Yaroslav	Minkin,	Svitlana	Oslavska,	Kostantin	Skorking,	Report	practical	guide	“Have	you	Seen,	
Tarantino”,	2015.	
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communities	 implicitly	 consider	 that	 the	 displaced	 people	 from	Donbas	 and	 Luhansk	 do	 not	

respect	the	Ukrainians	values	as	"passport,	flag,	history,	literature,	and	Christian	ethics109”.		

They	 are	 also	 blamed	 for	 having	 abandoned	 their	 regions	 instead	 of	 joining	 the	

"Revolution	of	Dignity"	and	volunteering	 for	Ukrainian	Armed	Forces	 in	Donbas	(Ukrop).	In	

addition,	hosting	communities	ask	why	it	takes	them	so	long	to	find	a	job,	and	if	they	prefer	to	

stay	 in	 the	 rented	 apartments	 to	 preserve	 the	 IDP	 status	 and	 conserve	 government	

pensions110.	"IDPs	are	blame	for	being	parasitical	on	the	government	and	for	their	belief	that	

everyone	is	indebted	to	them.	In	some	cities	(especially	in	Kyiv)	people	stress	that	IDPs	have	a	

higher	prosperity	level	than	they111”.	Other	stereotype	about	IDPs	is:		

• IDPs	are	pro-Putin,	"the	husbands	of	women	who	come	as	displaced	stayed	in	

Donbas	to	fight	against	the	troops	Ukrainian.	Displaced	people	are	considered	

aggressive	and	with	 little	 interest	 in	 integration,	they	are	always	well	dressed	

and	therefore	do	not	consider	that	they	really	need	help”	112.	

In	relation	to	the	image	given	by	the	local	and	regional	media	about	the	IDPs,	only	2%	

of	the	regional	and	local	media	reports	in	2014	reviewed	by	the	studio	speak	of	IDPs,	most	of	

the	 time	 in	a	pejorative	way.	Mass	media	from	Ukraine	contributes	to	deterioration	of	 IDPs	

image,	 "the	amount	of	publications	on	 the	 subject	of	displaced	persons	characterize	 them	as	

prejudiced113”.	They	present	them	as	people	who	invade	and	disturb,	as	thieves	who	are	going	

to	affect	the	education	of	children	in	schools,	and	that	they	have	been	brainwashed	by	Russia.	

They	have	consolidate	the	idea	that	 language	is	a	fundamental	part	of	the	country's	 identity,	

so	Russian-speaking	 IDPs	are	consider	 to	be	against	 the	values	of	 the	nation114.	According	 to	

medias	 displaced	 people	 do	 not	want	 to	 participate	 in	 the	 development	 of	 the	 country	 and	

wish	to	emigrate	abroad,	there	is	also	a	stereotype	that	all	displaced	persons	live	in	extremely	

bad	conditions115.	

As	a	consequence,	this	stereotype	offered	by	the	media	and	the	imaginary	of	society	

influences	 the	 selection	 of	 beneficiaries	 of	 the	 programs	of	 the	 national	 organizations,	 for	

																																																													

109	Yaroslav	Minkin,	Svitlana	Oslavska,	Kostantin	Skorking,	op.cit.,	p.	13.	
110	Idem..	
111	Idem,	p.	24.	
112	Idem,	p.	23.	
113	Idem,	p.	25.	
114	Idem.	
115	Idem,	p.23	
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the	organizations	an	IDP	must	appear	dirty,	poor	or	Russian-speaking.	Requirements	that	not	

all	people	meet	and	which	generate	problems	in	the	social	fabric	because,	"the	dominance	of	

stereotypes	was	a	major	challenge	for	IDPs	when	they	wanted	to	rent	accommodation	looked	

for	jobs	and	tried	to	set	news	connections116”.	

The	 continuation	 conflict	 and	 displacement	 start	 to	 divide	 society,	 hosting	

communities	 began	 to	 consider	 IDPs	 as	 "other"	 sharpen	 and	 find	 argument	 in	 supposed	

cultural	differences	about	the	people	of	the	east,	the	country.	

After	three	years	of	conflict,	we	note	the	need	to	renew	social	ties	between	IDPs	and	

host	 communities.	 Those	 who	 at	 first	 received	 them	 with	 solidarity	 but	 because	 conflict	

continues	and	continuity	of	the	conflict	and	the	hardening	of	the	socioeconomic	conditions	

they	see	the	IDPs	more	as	an	external	threat	that	compatriots.	

	

3. 3. THE ONGOING CONFLICT: THE MOST IMPORTANT HINDRANCE 
TO IDPS INTEGRATION 

The	continuation	of	 conflict	and	no	 respect	of	Minsk	agreement	between	both	parts	

affect	directly	IDPs	integration.		

In	 Donetsk	 and	 Luhansk	 regions,	 conflict	 takes	 place	 between	 the	 Armed	 Forces	 of	

Ukraine	 in	 cooperation	 with	 other	 Ukrainian	 military	 groups	 on	 one	 side	 and	 illegal	 armed	

groups	of	the	called	“Donetsk	people’s	republic”	and	“Luhansk	people’s	republic”	on	the	other	

side117.	NATO	members,	specifically	Canada	entrain	Ukrainian	troops	and	Russian	government	

does	not	recognize	its	support	to	separatist	groups.		

According	to	Coalition	for	Justice	and	Peace	in	Donbas,	“illegal	armed	groups	entered	

two	eastern	regions	of	Ukraine	from	Russian	territory	and	with	active	military	support	from	the	

Russian	Federation118”.	

																																																													

116	Idem,	p.	14	
117	Justice	 for	Peace	 in	Donbas	&	Helsinki	Foundation	 for	Human	Rights,	Surviving	Hell:	Testimonies	of	
Victims	on	Places	of	Illegal	Detention	in	Donbas,	Kyiv,	2015.	
118	Idem.	
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One	 of	 the	 biggest	 problems	 is	 that	 IDPs	 returners	 to	 areas	 controlled	 by	 separatist	

groups	and	Ukrainian	military	forces	 leave	in	the	middle	of	combats	and	a	“frozen	war”.	This	

situation	expose	them	to	died	risk	and	others	crimes.		

Amnesty	 International119	and	Special	Reporter	of	United	Nations120	drew	attention	 to	

the	 high	 number	 of	 human	 rights	 violations	 committed	 in	 checkpoints	 areas	 by	Ukrainian	

armed	 forces	 and	 armed	 groups	 against	 civil	 society.	 There	 are	 five	 actives	 checkpoints	

located	 between	 the	 government-controlled	 areas	 and	 non-government	 controlled	 areas	 in	

the	cities	of	Novotroitske,	Marinka,	Maiorsk,	Pyshchevyk	and	StanytsiaLuhanska.	Armed	actors	

do	not	guarantee	free	movement	right	to	people,	since	2014	civilians	who	tried	to	pass	from	

an	area	to	another	were	victims	of	illegal	retention,	execution,	rape,	sexual	slavery,	torture	or	

forced	 recruitment.	 For	 instance	 on	 13	 January	 2016,	 “12	 passengers	 in	 a	 civilian	 bus	were	

killed	 near	 the	 city	 of	 Volnovakha	 by	 a	 Grad	 rocket	 attack	 while	 waiting	 to	 pass	 through	 a	

checkpoint	controlled	by	Ukrainian	forces”	121.	Males	are	usually	retained;	they	are	victims	of	

detention,	interrogation,	theft	of	their	property,	forced	recruitment	and	forced	labor122.	

																																																													

119	Amnesty	International,	Report	2015-	2016	the	state	of	the	world’s	human	rights,	March	2017,	p.	379.	
120	Office	 of	 the	 United	 Nations	 High	 Commissioner	 for	 Human	 Rights,	 Report	 on	 the	 human	 rights	
situation	in	Ukraine	16	February	to	15	May	2016.	
121	International	Amnesty	Report	2015-2015,	p.	378.		
122	Human	Rights	Council,	Report	of	the	Special	Rapporteur	on	the	human	rights	of	 internally	displaced	
persons	(16–25	September	2014),	2015,	p.	16	

Ukraine	check	points	as	14	
February	2017	

(Source:	OCHA,	Humanitarian	
Response	Info)	
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Otherwise,	Ukrainian	militaries	in	these	areas	offer	favors	as	humanitarian	aides	to	civil	

society	 in	 exchange	 of	 sexual	 services	 from	 women	 and	 kids,	 this	 situation	 has	 been	

denounced	by	women	rights	organizations123.	

	

4. THE	INITIATIVES	TO	INTEGRATE	IDPS	

4. 1. THE NECESSITY OF A LONG-TERM RESPONSE 

	

After	3	years	of	the	crisis	in	Ukraine,	we	consider	that	it	is	necessary	to	transit	to	long-

term	 response.	 Humanitarian	 help	 continues	 to	 manage	 it	 as	 an	 urgent	 crisis	 and	 call	 for	

funding	 continue	 to	 focus	 in	 short	 answer	 response.	 Today,	 60	 per	 cent	 of	 IDPs	 incomes	 in	

NGCA	and	40	per	cent	in	GCA	correspond	to	government	pensions124.	Transit	to	development	

help	durable	solutions	is	decisive	to	population	autonomy	and	resilience.	Today,	it	is	important	

to	 manage	 Ukrainian	 events	 as	 a	 conflict	 and	 no	 longer	 as	 a	 crisis	 that	 has	 damaged	 life	

conditions	of	IDPs,	so	long	terms	solutions	for	the	reconstruction	of	society	are	necessary.		

As	expose	in	by	United	Nations125,	to	focus	in	food	and	livelihood	needs,	shelter,	and	

education	 response	 is	 an	 opportunity	 to	 improve	 IDPs	 conditions,	 provide	 long-term	 help	

and	move	forward	from	conflict.	

Need	 People	in		need*	 IDPs	in	need**	

Shelter	and	NFI	 0.2	M	 50	K	

Food	and	and	security	

livehood	
1.1	M	 0.1	M	

Education	 O.6	M	 20	K	

Source:	UNOCHA,	Humanitarian	Response	Plan,	2017	

*	There	are	3.8	million	of	people	in	need	

**	There	are	1.7	million	of	IDPs	in	need		
																																																													

123	Women’s	 International	 League	 for	 Peace	 and	 Freedom,	 Shadow	 Report	 CEDAW	 Committee,	 66th	
Session,	2017.	
124	UNOCHA,	Humanitarian	Response	Plan,	2016.	
125	UNOCHA,	Humanitarian	Need	Overview,	2016,	op.	cit.	
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According	to	OCHA	“self-production	of	food	items	is	a	solution	for	many	food	insecure	

households	 in	 the	 region”	and	 livelihood	 restoration	 is	a	key	component	 to	ensuring	people’s	

income	security,	recovery	of	the	local	economy	and	return	to	self-sufficiency”	126.	

	

4. 2. THE GOVERNMENT RESPONSE 

	

In	a	State	where	both	the	political	and	the	economic	spheres	were	a	prey	to	tensions,	

the	handling	of	the	IDPs	and	their	needs	was	pretty	laboriously	managed.		

Several	potential	 solutions	about	 IDPs	have	been	expressed	since	the	beginning	of	 the	

Crimea	 crisis.	 Thus,	 elected	 government	 proposed	 a	 range	 of	 resolutions	 on	 the	 IDPs	

situation.	 Three	 resolutions	were	 voted	 on	October	 1st	 2014,	 in	 order	 to	 establish	 a	 legal	

basis	for	the	treatment	of	population	displacement	Ukraine	is	facing.		

Firstly,	Resolution	 509127		was	 created	 to	 give	Ukrainian	 government	 a	 first	way	 to	

deal	with	the	mass	migration	happening	from	occupied	territory	to	the	rest	of	the	country.	It	

implements	 a	 registration	 tool	 for	 internally	 displaced	 people.	 The	 words	 used	 by	 official	

authorities	 to	describe	occupied	 territories	are	meaningful	 in	 the	purpose	of	our	 study:	 “the	

temporarily	occupied	territories	of	Ukraine	and	anti-terrorist	operation	area”	show	the	will	of	

the	government	not	to	use	terms	that	could	be	interpreted	as	a	real	separatist	and	sustainable	

dissenting	position	from	“pro-Russian”	activists.		

	

Secondly,	 Resolutions	 505128	and	 535129	were	 voted	 to	 implement	 a	 new	 targeted	

financial	 assistance	 for	 displaced	 persons.	 The	 first	 one	will	 give	 IDPs	 a	 certain	 amount	 of	

																																																													

126	UNOCHA,	Humanitarian	Response	Plan,	2016,	op.	cit.		
127	The	Cabinet	of	Ministers,	Resolution	No	509	"On	registration	of	internally	displaced	persons	from	the	
temporarily	occupied	territory	of	Ukraine	and	anti-terrorist	operation	area"	1	October	2014.	
128	The	 Cabinet	 of	Ministers,	 Resolution	 No	 505	 "On	 providing	 monthly	 targeted	 financial	 support	 to	
internally	 displaced	 persons	 from	 the	 temporarily	 occupied	 territory	 of	 Ukraine	 and	 anti-terrorist	
operation	area	to	cover	livelihood,	including	housing	and	utilities"	1	October	2014.	
129	The	Cabinet	of	Ministers,	Resolution	No	535		"On	the	approval	of	the	Procedure	on	the	use	of	funds	
received	from	individuals	and	legal	entities	to	provide	one-time	financial	assistance	to	affected	persons	
and	persons	from	temporarily	occupied	territory	of	Ukraine	or	anti-terrorist	operation	area"	1	October	
2014.		
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money	that	will	help	them	cover	their	cost	for	basic	needs	as	livelihood	(including	housing	and	

utilities).	The	second	one	 is	 set	 to	allow	 individuals	giving	 financial	help	directly	 to	displaced	

people	from	occupied	areas.	It	also	allows	legal	entities	to	do	so.	Those	funding	can	only	be	a	

one-time	assistance.	

	

Cabinet	 of	 Ministers	 also	 voted	 a	 resolution	 on	 25	 June	 2014	 for	 temporary	

accommodations	 for	 displaced	 family130.	 The	 same	 month,	 the	 Cabinet	 voted	 an	 Order	

creating	Social	Security	Service	for	displaced	citizens.	Later	this	year,	it	also	passed	a	resolution	

for	welfare	payments	for	internal	migrants.	Ministers	ruling	the	country	tried	to	settle	national	

program	and	several	reforms	to	deal	with	the	occupied	territory	events,	how	to	face	them	and	

how	 to	 integrate	 displaced	 Ukrainian	 citizens	 to	 their	 new	 environment.	 In	 this	 purpose,	

government	introduced	emergency	regime	in	risk	areas,	like	Donetsk	and	Luhansk	regions.	

	 	

Alongside	 to	 those	 legislative	 answers	 to	 the	 IDPs	 “problem”,	 the	 Ukrainian	

government	voted,	on	21	January	2015,	the	“First	Deputy	of	Anti-Terrorism	Center	under	State	

Security	 Service	 Order	 No	 27	 on	 the	 Approval	 of	 Temporary	 Procedures	 for	 controlling	

movements	of	persons,	vehicles	and	goods	along	the	conflict	line	within	Donetsk	and	Lugansk	

regions,	 which	 was	meant	 to	 control	 IDPs’	 movements	 in	 order	 to	 help	 them	 in	 their	 daily	

needs.	Corridors	were	put	 in	place	between	Ukraine	and	Crimea/Donbas.	Unfortunately,	 the	

UNHCR	reported	by	the	end	of	2015131	that	those	corridors	were	not	really	effective,	and,	in	

some	point,	were	mainly	blocked	with	queues	 that	 could	 last	 for	24	hours	at	 checkpoints.	

They	 also	 lacked	 of	 sanitary	 facilities,	 and	 multiple	 cases	 of	 family	 separations	 have	 been	

reported,	 including	 as	 a	 result	 of	 necessary	 documentation	 not	 being	 available.	

Simultaneously,	 legislative	 measures	 have	 been	 taken	 to	 strengthen	 controls	 of	 population	

movement	 across	 the	 administrative	 boundary	 with	 Crimea	 thank	 to	 Resolution	 No.367	

(regulation	 of	 crossing	 procedures	 for	 nationals	 and	 non-nationals	 of	 Ukraine)	 which	 was	

adopted	as	a	 legal	 requirement	deriving	 from	the	“Law	On	Ensuring	Rights	and	Freedoms	of	

Citizens	 and	 Legal	 Regime	 in	 the	 Temporarily	 Occupied	 Territory”.	 It	 resulted	 in	 highly	

restrictive	 procedures	 for	 foreigners	 and	 stateless	 persons	 because	 these	 people	 needed	

																																																													

130	The	 Cabinet	 of	Ministers,	Resolution	 No	 213	 “On	 temporary	 accommodation	 of	 families	 displaced	
from	Autonomous	Republic	of	Crimea	and	the	city	of	Sevastopol”,	25	June	2014.		
131	UNHCR,	Ukraine	achievement,	2015.	
http://unhcr.org.ua/attachments/article/1231/UNHCR%20Ukraine%20Achievements%202015%20FINAL
.pdf	
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special	permits,	which	are	issued	by	the	State	Migration	Service	in	mainland	Ukraine	for	a	very	

limited	 number	 of	 grounds.	 This	 new	 regulation	 had	 negatively	 impact	 the	 freedom	 of	

movement	of	non-nationals	and	“may	be	assessed	as	discriminatory”	according	to	the	UNHCR.	

The	latter	proposed	some	adjustments	to	this	regulation	whose	are:		

• The	revoking	of	the	Temporary	Order	as	limitations	on	freedom	of	movement	

“must	 be	 based	 on	 clear	 legal	 grounds	 and	meet	 the	 tests	 of	 necessity	 and	

proportionality”.	

• “Regulations	on	movement	to/from	Crimea	should	be	revised	to	ease	freedom	

of	 movement	 for	 children	 and	 expand	 the	 list	 of	 grounds	 for	 issuing	 pass	

permits	to	non-nationals”.	

Eventually,	Ukraine’s	government	tried	to	put	in	place	a	large	program	to	assist	IDPs	

in	their	daily	life	struggles.		

	

	

This	 program	 is	 the	 “Comprehensive	 National	 Program	 for	 Support,	 Social	 Adaptation	

and	 Reintegration	 of	 Citizens	 of	 Ukraine	 Internally	 Displaced	 from	 the	 Temporarily	 Occupied	

Territory	of	Ukraine	and	Anti-Terrorist	Operation	Conduct	Area	to	Other	Regions	of	Ukraine	for	

the	period	until	2017”132	also	known	as	Resolution	N.1094,	voted	by	the	Cabinet	of	Minister	of	

Ukraine.	 The	 aim	 of	 this	 Program	 was	 to	 solve	 IDPs	 basic	 problems,	 displaced	 from	 the	

																																																													

132 	Ukrainian	 Government,	 Comprehensive	 National	 Program	 for	 Support,	 Social	 Adaptation	 and	
Reintegration	 of	 Citizens	 of	 Ukraine	 Internally	 Displaced	 from	 the	 Temporarily	 Occupied	 Territory	 of	
Ukraine	and	Anti-Terrorist	Operation	Conduct	Area	to	Other	Regions	of	Ukraine	for	the	period	until	2017.	
http://www.kmu.gov.ua/control/ru/cardnpd?docid=248739241	
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“temporarily	 occupied”	 territory	 of	 Ukraine	 and	 anti-terrorist	 operation	 conduct	 area	 to	

other	 regions	 of	 Ukraine	 (hereinafter	—	 internally	 displaced	 persons,	 IDPs)	 and	 to	 reduce	

social	tension	among	them	and	in	society.	Its	goal	was	also	to	promote	social	integration	and	

adaptation	of	such	people	at	a	new	place	of	residence,	to	assist	them	in	ensuring	the	proper	

living	 conditions,	 rights	 and	 realization	 of	 the	 potential;	 to	 provide	 social,	 medical,	

psychological	and	material	support;	to	create	conditions	for	the	payment	of	compensation	of	

financial	 and	 moral	 damages,	 and,	 finally,	 to	 create	 favorable	 conditions	 for	 the	 voluntary	

return	to	the	previous	place	of	residence.	Among	all	the	tasks	that	this	program	contained	was	

found	a	special	one	that	may	interest	us	the	most	:	the	promotion	of	job	creation,	employment	

and	 self-employment	of	 IDPs,	 ensuring	of	 accessibility	of	 educational	 services,	 assistance	 for	

construction	of	permanent,	temporary	and	social	housing,	and	support	for	statutory	activities	

of	public	associations	of	IDPs.	

	

4. 3. INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND AGENCIES HELP: 
SHORT-TERM RESPONSES  

	

International	organizations	with	presence	in	Ukraine	often	to	the	country	to	respond	

to	a	continuing	crisis,	which	 is	why	the	majority	of	 international	aid	 is	 focus	on	short-term	

solutions	and	continue	to	treat	it	as	urgent	intervention.		

Nowadays,	the	number	of	NGO	who	work	in	Ukraine	has	risen	from	147	in	2015	to	215	

in	 2016133.	 United	 Nation	 is	 present	 with	 different	 kinds	 of	 international	 programs	 and	

agencies	 in	 NGCA	 and	 GCA134,	 these	 institutions	 could	 be	 a	 key	 co-player	 in	 the	 ground.	

According	 to	 OCHA	 in	 Ukraine	 for	 2016	 there	 are	 148,	 39	 International	 Non-Government	

Organizations,	12	International	organizations	y	8	United	Nations	Agencies135.	They	are	present	

along	the	country	and	specifically	in	Donbas	region	and	contact	line.		

It	has	been	NGOs	supported	by	civil	society	organizations,	which	quickly	responded	to	

the	 emergency.	 However,	 the	 biggest	 difficulty	 that	 NGOs	 are	 aware	 of	 is	 access	 to	 the	

ground,	the	restriction	of	mobility	imposed	by	the	government	that	preclude	their	access	to	

																																																													

133	UNOCHA,	Humanitarian	Response	Plan,	2016,	op.	cit.	
134	Idem.	
135	Idem.	
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the	NGCA	and	limit	access	in	the	contact	zone.	"In	2016	not	all	organizations	had	Government	

permission	to	work	in	NGCA	and	in	July	2015	aid	agencies	were	forced	to	leave	NGCA136”.	

																																																													

136	Idem.	
137UNHCR,	16	May	2017,	http://unhcr.org.ua/en/	
138	UNOCHA,	Humanitarian	Response	Plan,	2016,	op.	cit.	
139	ICRC,	//www.icrc.org/en/where-we-work/europe-central-asia/ukraine	
140Caritas	Internationale,	http://www.caritas.eu/	
http://www.caritas.eu/sites/default/files/cu_humanitarian_crisis.png	
141Medecins	de	Monde,	Ukraine,	16	May	2017,	
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/fr/pays/europe/ukraine	

Organization	 Place	of	work	 IDPs	target	 Kind	of	aid	

137	

Dnipropetrovsk	
and	Zaporizhzhia	
regions	,Mariupol	
and	Kyiv	cities.	

• Large	families	(with	3	or	
more	children)	

• Disabled	persons	
• Single-parents	
• Pregnant	women.	

One-time	assistance	of	
2,000	UAH	(68,08	EUR)	
Help	to	vulnerable	
families	
Help	to	disabled	persons	
and	pregnant	women	

	
United	Nations	
Office	for	the	
coordination	of	

humanitarian	affairs	
138	

Ukraine	

1,	7	millions	of	Internal	
Displaced	People	target	in	a	
Response	Plan	2017	but	to	
March	of	this	year	1	per	
cent	was	founded.	

• Emergency	Shelter,	
water	and	Health	

• Livelihood	and	Food	
security	

• Education	
• Cash	assistance	

139	

Severodonetsk,	
Kiev,	Marioupol,	
Slovyansk,	Odesa	
-Luhansk	
-	Donetsk	

• Vulnerable	people	
• Internal	Displaced	People	
(more	than	1	million)	

• Water	supply	
• Food	parcel	
• Humanitarian	aid	
• Cash	assistance	(23,	
000	people)	

	

140	

Kyiv,	Odesa	,	
IvanoFranskivsk,	
Kolomya,	Lviv,	
Sokal,	Novovolynsk	

People	in	need	

• Material:	household	
appliances,	
construction	materials,	
food	packages,	clothes	
and	shoes	

• Medical:	medicines,	
payment	for	medical	
examinations,	health	
treatment	

141	

Control	
Government	Areas	
in	Luhansk	region	

People	living	in	these	area	
(2500	consultations	since	
2015)	

Access	to	primary	health	
services,	sexual	and	
reproductive	health,	
psychosocial	support.	
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For	 this	 reason,	 some	 NGOs	 work	 independently	 from	 the	 State	 and	 enter	 to	 the	

zones	without	their	permission	or	accompaniment.	 In	general,	most	of	these	agencies	came	

to	the	country	to	respond	to	a	continuing	crisis,	which	is	why	the	majority	of	international	aid	

remains	 focused	on	short-term	solutions;	 it	 is	 important	 that	 the	aid	offered	to	 the	 IDPs	 is	a	

phase	of	transition	towards	long-term	solutions	and	integration.	

	

Number	of	parthers	of	OCHA	Humanitarian	Plan	Response	in	Ukraine	(Source	:	OCHA,	
Humanitarian	Response	Plan)	

	

4. 4. CIVIL SOCIETY INITIATIVES ARE MORE EFFICIENT THAN 
GOVERNMENT POLICIES 

	

Civil	society	and	voluntary	organizations,	initiative	groups	and	institutions	of	different	

levels	have	been	directing	their	activity	towards	assisting	internally	displaced	persons.	

There	are	some	initiatives	to	integrate	IDPs	in	GCA,	to	obtain	new	skills	and	expertise.	

Those	 projects	 include	 helping	 in	 procedure	 of	 registration	 as	 IDPs,	 solidarity	 network,	
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lecture	 as	 toil	 to	 integration	 with	 communities,	 development	 of	 new	 skills:	 creation	 of	

handmade	souvenirs	by	women	and	introduction	to	IT	technologies	for	young	IDPs.		

Ivano-Frankivsk,	a	city	located	in	the	West	of	the	country,	is	a	good	example	of	social	

initiatives.	 These	 projects	 aim	 at	 promoting	 knowledge	 transfer	 and	 developing	 juridical	

accompaniment	or	individual	 initiatives142.	 It	 is	 important	to	dedicate	new	and	stable	funding	

to	this	kind	of	initiatives.		

Some	 local	 organizations	 involved	 on	 this	 initiatives	 are:	 the	 Ukrainian	 Union	

“Ukrainians	of	Donbas	and	Crimea”,	«DOM	48/24»,	Social	project	TEEN	TEAM,	regional	office	

of	 the	ACF	«Right	to	Protection»	and	Coalition	for	 Justice	and	Peace	 in	Donbas143.	 The	 latter	

integrate	more	than	ten	organization	based	on	Donbas	region	which	produce	research	about	

IDPs	situation	and	human	rights	situation.		

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

																																																													

142Yaroslav	Minkin,	Svitlana	Oslavska,	Kostantin	Skorking,	Report	practical	guide	“Have	you	Seen,	
Tarantino”,	2015,	op.cit.	

143Coalition	Justice	for	Peace	in	Donbas,	17May	2017,	https://jfp.org.ua/coalition/chleny-koalitsii	
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PART 	3 : 	 INCLUS IVE 	BUS INESS 	

	

We	 just	 have	 seen	 the	 complexity	 of	 Ukrainian	 society,	 which	 goes	 through	 an	

unsettled	political	and	territorial	situation	that	worsens	previous	social	and	economic	tensions.	

Consequently,	 the	 dialog	 between	 the	 international	 and	 local	 actors	 as	 well	 as	 official	 and	

unofficial	entities	will	be	needed	to	resolve	the	military	conflict	and	its	consequences,	such	as	

the	 IDPs	 issues.	But	presently,	 the	NGOs	and	associations	have	 to	act	on	 tangible	and	stable	

areas,	so	their	mobilisation	will	have	at	least	a	medium-term	effect.	

	

In	this	way,	the	third	part	of	our	diagnosis	will	explore	the	possibilities	to	develop	an	

innovative	 and	 sustainable	 way	 to	 improve	 the	 Ukrainian	 economy,	 in	 regard	 to	 the	

situation	of	IDPs.	We	esteem	that	the	international	NGOs	and	associations	may	be	efficient	in	

a	specific	sector	without	being	intrusive	in	the	political	internal	matters	of	Ukraine.	To	provide	

the	 required	 help	 to	 the	most	marginalized	 parts	 the	 population	 like	 the	 IDPs,	 they	 should	

entail	the	economic	field,	which	definitely	offers	interesting	opportunities	in	a	long	run.	

	

1. INCLUSIVE	BUSINESS	AND	SOCIAL	INNOVATION	

	

Inclusive	business,	as	well	as	social	entrepreneurship,	works	with	the	assumption	that	

the	 several	 levels	 of	 the	 economy	 should	 take	 into	 account	 low-income	 people	 and	

incorporate	 them	 in	 the	 process	 of	 production	 and	 consumption.	 Although	 inclusive	

businesses	are	created	to	benefit	those	experiencing	social	and	economic	difficulties,	it	is	also	

beneficial	for	companies,	which	adopt	this	way	of	doing	business.		
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	 Above	all,	inclusive	business	 is	based	on	the	indispensable	fields	to	improve	the	life	

conditions	of	its	workers	and	beneficiaries144.	For	instance,	it	includes	health	care,	education,	

energy,	social	and	economic	services,	etc.	It	is	also	related	to	the	most	innovative	and	budding	

economic	 branches,	 which	 shows	 that	 inclusive	 business	 calls	 for	 creativity,	 invention	 and	

audacity.	Because	of	those	characteristics,	we	can	say	that	inclusive	business	has	the	ambition	

to	 be	 part	 of	 a	 social	 and	 solidarity	 economy,	 based	 on	 the	 corporate	 social	 responsibility	

(CSR).	In	Ukraine,	developing	this	inclusive	and	social	business	equates	to	ride	on	the	wave	of	

the	economic	profitability	along	with	environmental	and	social	responsibility.	

	

																																																													

144	Tea	Golga	and	Samanta	Požega,	«	Inclusive	Business	–	What	It	Is	All	About	?	Managing	Inclusive	
Companies	»,	International	Review	of	Management	and	Marketing,	Vol.	2,	No.	1,	2012,	p.	22-42.	
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Inclusive	businesses	have	also	to	adopt	particular	strategies	and	adapt	themselves	to	

the	 needs	 of	 the	 population	 targeted	 and	 not	 the	 opposite,	 which	 would	 be	 a	 common	

strategy	 of	 the	 “traditional”	 businesses145.	 That’s	 why	 they	 should	 determine	 precisely	 the	

characteristics	 of	 the	 population	 targeted,	 in	 our	 case	 the	 IDPs.	 We	 already	 developed	

aforesaid	the	specificities	of	the	IDPs.	We	will	explain	the	possibilities	of	social	and	economic	

initiatives	lower.		

In	 2009,	 the	World	 Economic	 Forum	 and	 The	 Boston	 Consulting146	defined	 the	main	

aspects	 that	 the	 enterprises	 should	 follow	 to	 respect	 the	 social	 and	 solidarity	 economy	

principles:	creating	life-enhancing	offerings,	specific	configuration	of	the	product	supply-chain,	

promoting	 the	 education	 through	 marketing	 and	 communication,	 collaborating	 with	 non-

traditional	partnerships,	and	unshackling	the	organizations.	Here,	we	notice	that	the	emphasis	

is	put	on	the	dialogue	between	the	actors	and	entities	to	define	the	needs	and	the	means	at	

best.	It	is	about	combining	the	capacities	of	the	structures	and	their	members.	

From	this	point	of	view,	inclusive	business	seems	to	be	the	best	possibility	to	include	

IDPs	in	a	process	of	reflexion	and	enhancement	of	the	economic	system,	as	they	will	be	able	

to	 use	 their	 knowledge	 and	 abilities	 in	 a	 process	 of	 redesigning	 the	 Ukrainian	 economy.	

Furthermore,	because	 the	exchanges	between	 the	employers,	employees	and	every	actor	of	

values	supply	chain	are	promoted,	we	think	inclusive	business	may	be	a	solution	to	the	social	

and	economic	competition	between	the	Westerners	and	the	IDPs	of	long-term.		

	

2. CREATING	THE	CONDITIONS	OF	SUSTAINABLE	ECONOMY	IN	A	
COUNTRY	IN	CRISIS	

The	 economic	 experts	 in	 Ukraine	 are	 already	 thinking	 of	 possible	 solutions	 to	 the	

global	 crisis	 of	 the	 country,	 especially	 through	 innovative	 programs	 and	 the	 promotion	 of	 a	

																																																													

145	Idem	
146	World	Economic	Forum	and	Boston	Consulting	Group	(2009),	“The	Next	Billions:	Unleashing	Business	
Potential	In	Untapped	Markets”,	Geneva,	January	2009.		
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new	productive	model.	“Europe	2020”	is	part	of	the	initiative;	it	is	a	strategy,	which	wants	to	

provide	 the	 indications	 to	 succeed	 a	 sustainable,	 clever	 and	 inclusive	 evolution	 of	 the	

Ukrainian	growth.		

The	experts	are	affirming	that	Ukraine	entered	a	 fourth	 industrial	 revolution,	at	 the	

same	time	the	country	faces	up	an	important	disruption	of	its	institutions,	actors,	territorial	

unity	and	economy.	It	may	appear	catastrophic,	but	it	can	be	the	occasion	to	change	radically	

the	 economic	 organization	 and	 to	 create	 new	 opportunities	 and	 minds,	 leaning	 on	 social,	

innovative	structures	and	projects.		

What	 could	 be	 the	main	 components	 of	 the	 Ukrainian	 industrial	 development?	 The	

strategy	has	to	be	drawn	regarding	the	specificities	of	the	different	regions	of	the	country	and	

their	needs.	It	is	indispensable	to	examine	the	innovative	means	adapted	to	inclusive	projects,	

programs	and	public	policies	so	they	can	be	efficient.	In	this	scope,	the	Strategy	“Europe	2020”	

appears	more	 than	 attractive,	 because	 it	 concretely	 proposes	 directions	 based	 on	 scientific	

observations	and	methods.		

The	Strategy	“Europe	2020”	offers	 seven	main	directions	 to	put	Ukraine	back	on	 the	

rails147.	First,	the	innovation	should	be	the	core	of	further	growth	and	development.	Not	only	

the	 strategy	 allows	 the	 integration	 of	 the	 production	 of	Ukraine	 in	 an	 international	modern	

and	dynamic	system,	but	also	internal	positive	externally	like	job	creation	or	national	growth.	

Second,	 the	 Strategy	 emphasizes	 the	 importance	 of	 youth	 in	 the	 process,	 to	 make	 the	

Ukrainian	market	more	 attractive.	 Third,	 there	 is	 an	 upgrading	 of	 IT	 field	 that	 is	 one	 of	 the	

most	transparent,	efficient	and	innovative	domains	nowadays.	Fourth,	the	resources	should	be	

used	 in	 an	 environmentally	 responsible	 way.	 Fifth,	 the	 government	 shall	 support	 small	 and	

medium-sized	 enterprises.	 Sixth,	 it	 is	 urgent	 to	 develop	 and	 modernize	 the	 Education	 in	

Ukraine,	 so	 the	 population	 will	 have	 the	 abilities	 to	 promote	 sustainable	 and	 innovative	

opportunities	for	the	country.	Seventh,	the	UE	should	intervene	to	help	Ukraine	reducing	the	

poverty	and	allocate	the	resources	fairly.		

																																																													

147	Tetiana	Bogolib,	«	Ensuring	Smart,	Sustainable,	Inclusive	Development	Of	The	Regions	Of	Ukraine	In	
The	Conditions	Of	Structural	Crisis	»,	Baltic	Journal	of	Economic	Studies,	Vol.	2,	No.	3,	2016.	
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Those	several	directions	would	help	the	country,	not	only	allowing	Ukraine	to	create	

new	opportunities	for	the	population	but	also	taking	part	of	the	Fourth	Industrial	Revolution	

and	embrace	a	global	development	in	a	worthy	manner148.	

3. SOCIAL	ENTREPRENEURSHIP	

	

Social	stability	allows	the	international	observers	to	determine	the	global	stability	of	a	

country.	 Yet,	 it	 is	 necessary	 and	 possible	 to	 develop	 the	 Ukrainian	 social	 stability	 through	

different	 implementations,	 such	 as	 the	 enhancement	 of	 initiatives	 in	 several	 fields,	 social	 as	

well	 as	 politic	 or	 economic.	 Precisely,	 the	 economists	 Irina	 Kostetska	 and	 Ivanna	 Berezyak	

recommend	 increasing	 the	 value	 of	 social	 entrepreneurship,	 which	 is	 part	 of	 the	 inclusive	

business,	 as	 a	 “generator	 of	 socially	 oriented	 economic	 development 149 ”.	 Social	

entrepreneurship	 may	 be	 seen	 as	 an	 innovative	 field	 of	 the	 professional	 world,	 insofar	 it	

insures	the	treatment	of	social	issues	and	a	long-term	rehabilitation	of	socially	isolated	people.	

In	 the	 case	 of	 IDPs,	 social	 entrepreneurship	 is	 even	 more	 attractive	 because	 it	 allows	 the	

integration	of	those	people	in	an	undergoing	process	of	creation.		

Social	 initiatives	 in	 the	economy	of	Ukraine	could	also	stand	 for	a	new	platform	of	

social	 dialogue,	 as	 it	 encourage	 a	 better	 communication	 and	 a	 renewal	 of	 interactions	

between	the	spheres	of	the	society,	such	as	government,	enterprises	and	citizens.		

The	Ukrainian	market	has	 to	 face	 insolvable	 issues	because	of	 the	major	crisis	of	 the	

past	 few	 years.	 It	 had	 to	 set	 up	new	measures	 depending	on	 the	 immediate	 needs,	 despite	

more	long-term	problems.	Ukrainian	society	had	and	still	has	got	to	rise	up	massive	challenge	

without	the	support	of	the	official	and	formal	structures.	The	development	of	social	movement	

could	 be	 one	 of	 the	 best	 alternatives,	 in	 particular	 in	 the	 economic	 sphere.	 It	 is	 about	

developing	 new	 techniques,	 new	 labour	 organization,	 and	 helping	 Ukrainian	 people	 in	 their	

everyday-life	difficulties.		

																																																													

148	Idem.	
149	Irina	Kostetska	and	Ivanna	Berezyak,	«	Social	entrepreneurship	as	an	innovative	solution.	Mechanism	
of	social	problems	of	society.	»,	Management	Theory	and	Studies	for	Rural	Business	and	Infrastructure	
Development,	Vol.	36.	No.	3,	2014.	
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A.	Andryushchenko	explains	how	the	development	of	a	 social	entrepreneurship	 in	a	

country	 such	 as	 Ukraine	 could	 be	 a	 springboard	 to	 an	 efficient	 coordination	 between	 the	

major	actors	that	influence	economic	and	social	integration	–	enterprises,	NGOs,	citizens	and	

government.	Even	if	the	current	political	conditions	are	bad	to	put	in	place	a	spread	of	social	

enterprises,	 it	 still	 seems	 to	be	 the	best	way	 to	 include	poor,	 unemployed	and	marginalised	

people	 in	 Ukrainian	 society,	 and	 more	 specifically	 the	 IDPs.	 It	 leads	 at	 once	 to	 a	 better	

exploiting	of	the	economic	potential	of	Ukraine	and	the	development	of	social	justice	along	the	

country.	 Social	 entrepreneurship,	 as	 shown	 in	 the	 following	 graphic,	 is	 at	 the	 crossroads	 of	

traditional	economy	and	charity,	what	seems	to	us	a	good	way	to	develop	a	proper	integration	

of	IDPs	in	the	places	they	were	displaced.	

	

(Source	:	Irina	Kostetska	and	Ivanna	Berezyak,	«	Social	entrepreneurship	as	an	innovative	solution.	

Mechanism	of	social	problems	of	society.	»)	

	

Moreover,	we	think	NGOs	could	play	an	 important	 role	 in	 the	process	 towards	 this	

generalisation	of	social	 initiatives	 in	the	professional	world.	By	registering	the	activities	and	

the	targets	of	the	concerned	enterprises,	they	may	help	the	new	enterprises	with	formations	

and	 financing,	 in	 particular	 when	 the	 employees	 presents	 particularities	 like	 disabilities	 or	

particularly	destitute	persons.	The	intervention	of	NGOs	in	the	process	could	also	promote	the	

creation	of	a	solidarity	network	toward	sustainable	economy.		
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4. AN	EXAMPLE	OF	SOCIAL	INITIATIVE	IN	UKRAINE:	BEETROOT	
ACADEMY	

	 	

In	 Ukrainian	 society,	 it	 is	 already	 possible	 to	 find	 several	 examples	 of	 social	 enterprises	

that	are	following	the	principles	of	inclusive	business	and	are	also	working	with	IDPs.	Thanks	to	

the	work	of	Andriushchenko	and	Riabets150	and	some	contact	we	were	put	 in	touch	with,	we	

will	show	that	the	development	of	an	innovative	economy	is	entirely	possible	and	advisable	to	

integrate	 the	 IDPs	 at	 best.	 Even	 if	 transparency	 and	 employment	 creation	 still	 have	 to	 be	

improved	in	many	fields,	Ukrainian	entrepreneurship	showed	that	the	promotion	of	human	

and	material	resources	is	the	best	way	to	improve	the	economic	but	also	social	situation	of	

Ukraine.		

	 We	 want	 to	 develop	 more	 the	 example	 of	 the	 Beetroot	 Academy,	 as	 we	 had	 the	

occasion	to	discuss	its	actions	and	objectives	directly	with	one	of	its	the	members.	This	social	

enterprise	 has	 been	 created	 in	 2014	 by	 two	 Estonians	 to	 promote	 the	 integration	 of	

marginalized	 persons	 in	 Kiev.	 The	 beneficiaries	 are	 receiving	 an	 education	 and	 at	 the	 end	 a	

diploma	in	IT	field.	Four	different	courses	are	offered:	Front	End	Developer,	Back	End	Developer,	

Web	Design	and	WorldPress+WooCommerce151.	It	also	works	with	some	IDPs	to	help	them	to	put	

their	abilities	to	good	use.	Here,	we	have	the	estimation	of	aggregate	financial	impact	of	graduate	

incomes	of	Beetroot	Academy.	As	we	can	see,	such	an	initiative	has	foremost	a	positive	impact	on	

the	employment	sphere	and	takes	part	to	the	accelerating	structural	changes	 in	the	economy	of	

the	country152.	 	

Such	 an	 experience	 of	 social	 entrepreneurship	 and	 inclusive	 business	 could	 be	 an	

example	to	follow	if	the	NGOs	attempt	to	boost	the	Understand	economy	thanks	to	relevant	

investments.

																																																													
150	A.	Andriushchenko,	 I.	Riabets,	«	Social	Entrepreneurship	as	an	 Innovative	Mechanism	for	 Improving	
the	 Quality	 of	 Life	 of	 the	 Most	 Vulnerable	 Segments	 of	 the	 Population	»,	 Socioprostir	:An	
Interdisciplinary	Collection	of	Works	on	Sociology	and	Social	Work,	n°1,	2010,	pp	195–198.	
151	https://academy.beetroot.se/	
152	Beetroot	Academy	Socio-economic	Impact	Analysis	2017-2026,	March	1,	2017	
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CONCLUSION 

	

Following	 the	 study	 the	 context	 going	 on	 in	 Ukraine,	 we	 clearly	 identified	 its	mains	

issues	and	strengths.		

Ukraine	 was,	 and	 still	 is,	 a	 country,	 which	 never	 fully	 is	 in	 control	 of	 its	 fate:	

landlocked	 between	 two	 powerful	 political	 actors	 (Russia,	 and	 EU),	 it	 undergoes	 the	

international	 and	 regional	 injunctions	 expressed	 by	 external	 actors.	 Alongside	 those	 issues	

(Russia’s	pressures	 to	keep	 its	authority	over	Ukraine’s	petrol,	crops	and	political	 sphere,	 for	

an	 example),	 the	 country	 has	 to	 face	 its	 own	 exogenous	 problems	 like	 the	 critically	 high	

amount	of	corruption	within	 its	political	sphere,	 tensions	that	are	growing	strong	between	

pro-Europe	citizens,	and	pro-Russia,	and	so	on.	

In	the	light	of	those	facts	and	data,	we	built	a	SWOT	matrix,	which	helped	us	summing	

up	what	 actually	 are	Ukraine’s	 strengths,	weaknesses,	 opportunities	 and	 threats	 throughout	

the	IDPs	economic	integration	field.	

SWOT	matrix:	a	presentation	of	the	different	factors	to	be	taken	into	
account	to	help	the	Ukrainian	IDPs	to	integrate	
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Ukraine	 is	 suffering	 from	 a	 high	 level	 of	 corruption	 in	 its	 political	 sphere,	 but	 also	

within	many	of	its	economical	and	social	institutions.	A	survey	made	a	few	years	ago	among	a	

wide	 panel	 of	 Ukrainian	 people	 showed	 that	 more	 than	 60	%	 of	 the	 population	 ever	

encountered	corruption	in	its	daily	life.	IDPs	 integration	might,	thus,	be	quite	a	challenge	as	

they	 are	more	 likely	 to	 be	 confronted	 to	 corruption,	 because	 of	 their	 fragilities	 as	 people	

without	landmarks	and	financial	backup.		

However,	 this	 problem	can	be	 circumvented	 civil	 society,	which	 is	 now	known	 to	be	

strong	and	efficient	in	the	country.	Also,	a	large	amount	of	IDPs	are	qualified	workers.	Some	of	

them	already	began	to	integrate.	

Next	 to	 that,	 the	Ukrainian	 IDPs	 situation	 also	 began	 to	 be	managed,	 in	 a	 relatively	

efficient	 way,	 by	 the	 government:	 several	 resolutions,	 laws	 and	 IDPs	 registration	 tool	 have	

been	 created,	 for	 most	 of	 them,	 by	 the	 Ukrainian	 cabinet	 of	 Ministries.	 Those	 legal	

improvements,	if	putted	in	place	by	the	government,	with	civil	society’s	help,	can	generate	a	

favorable	environment	for	IDPs	economic	integration	though	inclusive	business.	

Nevertheless,	Ukraine	still	is	a	weakened	state	burdened	by	its	corrupted	institutions,	

powerful	oligarchy,	the	inefficiency	of	its	laws,	social	stereotypes,	and,	unemployment	and	low	

salaries.	The	country	encounters	many	threats	as	the	political	instability	of	some	of	its	regions,	

and	the	persistent	conflict	and	tensions	still	in	action	there.		

Indeed,	 the	 conflict	 in	 Donbas	 has	 a	 beginning,	 but	may	 not	 have	 an	 end.	 Also,	 the	

takeover	of	Crimea	by	Russia	may	be	«	official	»,	but	 laws	do	not	make	efficiency	and	do	not	

erase	conflicts	and	rancors.		

This	 uncertainty	 factor	 could	 be	 an	 important	 obstacle	 to	 the	 IDPs	 economic	

integration	as	 inclusive	business	system	requires	the	willingness	of	private	 investors	to	 inject	

money	and	opportunities	 in	 the	 country,	 in	exchange	of	benefices	and	growth	expectations.	

Thereby,	 the	 impossibility	 to	make	 long-term	projection	may	curb	 IDPs	opportunities	 though	

inclusive	business.	

However,	 the	 strong	 presence	 of	 NGOs	 in	 the	 country,	 opportunities	 created	 by	

humanitarian	help,	and	the	development	of	projects	like	Beetroot	Academy,	which	is	already	

using	 the	 inclusive	 business	 system,	 are	 positive	 signals	 for	 IDPs	 economic	 integration	 in	

Ukraine,	and	in	a	wider	way,	for	the	whole	country.	
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APPENDIX	1	:	GLOSSARY	

	

CEDAW:	Committee	on	the	elimination	of	discrimination	against	women	

IDM:	Internal	Displacement	Monitoring	Center	

GCA:	Government	Control	Area	

NGCA:	Non	Government	Control	Area	

UNOCHA:	United	Nations	Office	for	the	Coordination	of	Humanitarian	Affairs		

UNHCR:	United	Nations	Haut	Commissary	for	Refugees
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APPENDIX	2:	MAIN	AGENCIES	AND	INTERNATIONAL	
ORGANIZATIONS	IN	UKRAINE	

UN	agencies:	

• Office	for	the	Coordination	of	Humanitarian	Affairs		

• Office	of	the	High	Commissioner	for	Human	Rights	

• United	Nations	Children’s	Fund		

• United	Nations	Development	Programme	

• United	Nations	High	Commissioner	for	Refugees		

• United	Nations	Population	Fund	

• World	Food	Programme	

• World	Health	Organisation	

• Food	&	Agriculture	Organisation	of	the	United	Nations		

	

Other	national	and	international	organizations:		

• Hungarian	Interchurch	Aid		

• Adventist	Development	and	Relief	Agency		

• Agency	for	Technical	Cooperation	and	Development		

• All-Ukrainian	Charitable	Foundation	“Right	to	Protection”		

• Child	Smile”	Charity	Fund		

• Danish	Refugee	Council		

• DiakonieKatastrophenhilfe	

• Dorcas	Aid	International		
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• Handicap	International		

• International	Medical	Corps		

• International	NGO	Safety	Organisation	

• International	Organisation	for	Migration		

• Kharkov	Department	Ukraine	Charity	“Fund	of	the	Help	for	Victims”		

• Médecins	du	Monde	France		

• NorwegianRefugee	Council		

• People	in	Need		

• Save	the	Children		

• Terre	des	Hommes	–	Lausanne		

• Triangle	Génération	Humanitaire		

• Ukrainian	Red	Cross	Society	
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