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Da Vinci’s Mona Lisa, David by Michelangelo, Madame Butterfly by Puccini.
Italy has produced some of the world’s greatest masterpieces. And, it’s no secret

it is the epicenter of the best metalworking on earth. Which is why we sought out one of the
best artisans to ever melt precious metals to create yet another great Italian masterpiece. For
over two decades, our designer has pursued his passion for making jewelry of great beauty inspired
by the Tuscan countryside. The Argento Necklace is his latest masterpiece. And, you can own it
for under $80!
Each necklace is meticulously made by hand from pure sterling silver and celebrates the traditional
woven Byzantine design–– an intricate array of woven links that forms a flexible and elegant drape.
Passing the test of time and surpassing the definition of beauty, the Argento Byzantine 
Necklace is perfect for the lady who appreciates fine art. And, priced for those who 
appreciate a fine value.

The difference between priceless & overpriced. High-end 
design should not carry a high price just because it
comes from a big name retailer, where you’ll find
a similar necklace  going for four times as
much. We prefer to keep our costs low so
we can bring you the very best in Italian
design at a cutting edge price. 

Masterpiece, not mass produced.
It takes months to create just one of
these necklaces which means we
have a select number available. 

No questions asked, 30-day
money back guarantee. We want
you glowing with satisfaction. You
have nothing to lose, except the 
opportunity to own a masterpiece. 
Call today!

A co l l e c t ion o f  impeccable  de s ign & cra f t smanship  f rom Ita ly.

Call today. There’s never been a better time to let your elegance shine. 18884445949
Offer Code: RFC20701. You must use the offer code to get our special price.

The Argento Byzantine Necklace is 
an impeccable work of art with a price 
unmatched by any in its class.

14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. RFC207-01, Burnsville, Minnesota 55337  www.raffinatoitaly.comRaffinato™

The classic Byzantine
chain pattern has stood
the test of time for over 

2,500 years

Raffinato™
——— Italy

What our Italian jewelry expert
Daniele Zavani is saying about the
Raffinato™ Argento Necklace:
Bellissimo! 

Stupendo! 
Magnifico!

The Next
Great Italian
Masterpiece

•  Made in Arezzo, Italy  •  .925 sterling silver   •  18" necklace; lobster clasp

Also available Raffinato™ Argento Byzantine Bracelet  Stunningly wellpriced at $39+ S&P 

Raffinato™ Argento Byzantine Necklace 

Stunningly affordable $79+ S&P



•  Precision movement  •  Digital and analog timekeeping  •  LED subdials  •  Stainless steel crown, caseback & bracelet  
•  Dual time zone feature  •  Stopwatch  •  Alarm feature  •  Calendar: month, day, & date  •  Water resistant to 3 ATM  •  F   its wrists 7" to 9"

Stauer…Afford the Extraordinary.™

“Blue face 
watches are 
on the discerning 
gentleman’s 
‘watch list’.”
– watchtime.com

Every once in a while a timepiece comes along that’s so incredibly
good looking, masterfully equipped and jaw-droppingly  priced,

that it stops us stone cold. A watch that can take you seamlessly from
the 18th hole to the board room. A watch that blurs the line 
betweens sports watch and dress watch. We’re talking the Blue Stone
Chronograph, and it sits at the top of the discerning gentleman’s
watch list. 
Striking in appearance and fully equipped with features, this is a
watch of substance. The Blue Stone merges the durability of steel
with the precision of crystal movement that’s accurate to 0.2 seconds
a day. Both an analog and digital watch, the Blue Stone keeps time
with pinpoint accuracy in two time zones. 
The watch’s handsome steel blue dial seamlessly blends an analog
watch face with a stylish digital display. It’s a stopwatch, calendar,
and alarm. Plus, the Blue Stone resists water up to 30 meters, making
it up for water adventures. 
A watch with these features would easily cost you thousands if you
shopped big names. But overcharging to justify an inflated brand
name makes us blue in the face. Which is why we make superior
looking and performing timepieces priced to please. Decades of 
experience in engineering enables Stauer to put quality on your
wrist and keep your money in your pocket.

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. Experience  the Blue Stone
Chronograph for 30 days. If you’re not convinced you got excellence
for less, send it back for a refund of the item price. 
Time is running out. Originally priced at $395, the Blue Stone
Chronograph was already generating buzz among watch
connoisseurs, but with the price slashed to $69, we can’t guarantee
this limited-edition timepiece will last. So, call today!

14101 Southcross Drive W.,
Dept. BSW19601
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337
www.stauer.com

Stauer Blue Stone Chronograph nonoffer code price
Offer Code Price $69 + S&P Save $326

You must use the offer code to get our special price.

18003332045
Your Offer Code: BSW19601 
Please use this code when you order to receive your discount. 

Rating of A+
Stauer®

† Special price only for customers using the offer code versus the price on
Stauer.com without your offer code.

TAKE 83% OFF INSTANTLY!
When you use your OFFER CODE

�����
“The quality of their watches is equal 

to many that can go for ten 

times the price or more.” 

— Jeff from 

McKinney, TX

Stone Cold Fox
So good-looking...heads will turn. So unbelievably-priced...jaws will drop.



THE WAR’S 
DECISIVE 
EVENT 
The Communists’ Tet Offensive 
in January 1968 changed the way 
many Americans viewed the war in 
Vietnam. By James H. Willbanks

On the cover
The 1968 attacks shocked 
the troops, the president  
and the public hoping for a 
clear victory in VIetnam.
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PINNED 
DOWN  
IN HUE
U.S. Marines raced 
to help a besieged 
American base 
during Tet. 
By Mark Bowden

THE LAST STAND  
OF DETACHMENT 5
Military broadcasters fought hard to hold their 
ground in a Tet attack. By Rick Fredericksen
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THE NVA’S PLAN FOR  
A GREAT ESCAPE
North Vietnamese soldiers attempted 
to free Viet Cong prisoners to boost 
their numbers in Tet battles.  
By Erik Villard

KILLER TECH: AVIATION
The United States brought an array of 
innovative weapons to its war in the skies. 
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Mahogany-toned clock 
body with golden 

stars and James Dietz 
artwork fl anked by two 

sculptural fl ags

 Dramatic zinc alloy 
eagle topper with US 

and Army fl ags

Offi  cial Army emblem 
on both the clock face 

and swinging pendulum

Precision timepiece 
with accurate quartz 

movement

z

z

z

Bradford Exchange Exclusive 
Design — Order Now!
Acquire your limited-edition United 
States Army “Th is We’ll Defend” 
Cuckoo Clock for four installments of 
only $49.99, for a total of $199.99*. 
Your purchase is backed by our 
unconditional, 365-day money-back 
guarantee. Send no money now. Mail 
the Reservation Application today to 
avoid disappointment. 

UNITED 
STATES ARMY

CUCKOO CLOCK

Eagle emerges on the hour 
to the tune of 

“Th e Army Goes
 Rolling Along”

By federal law, licensing 

fees paid to the U.S. Army 

for the use of its trademarks 

provide support for the Army 

Trademark Licensing Program, 

and net licensing revenue is 

devoted to U.S. Army Morale, 

Welfare and Recreation 

programs. U.S. Army name, 

trademarks and logos are 

protected under federal law 

and used under license by The 

Bradford Exchange.

Nearly
2 feet
high!

At the top of every hour, a bald eagle 
emerges to the stirring melody 

“Th e Marine’s Hymn”

YES.  Please reserve the United States Army “This We’ll Defend” Cuckoo 
Clock for me as described in this announcement. 

Limit: one per order. Please Respond Promptly

*Plus a total of $24.99 shipping and service;
see bradfordexchange.com. Limited-edition
presentation restricted to 295 crafting days. Please allow 4-8 weeks after initial 
payment for shipment.  Subject to product availability and order acceptance. 

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City

State                               Zip

Email (optional)

9345 Mi lwaukee Avenue ·  Ni les,  IL 60714-1393

RESERVATION APPLICATION                                 SEND NO MONEY NOW

©2017 James Dietz   ©2017 BGE      01-27132-001-BIL

 01-27132-001-E39591

www.bradfordexchange.com/armycuckoo

Shown much smaller than actual size of  22 inches high, 
including hanging pendulum and weights. Requires 1 “AA” 

battery and 3 “AAA” batteries, not included. 

*For information on sales tax you may owe to your state, go 
to bradfordexchange.com/use-tax



6 V I E T N A M

B
IL

L
IE

 W
E

IS
S

@
R

E
D

 S
O

X
 (

2
)

Something 
Never Felt 
Before  
I am the Marine veteran 
with sunglasses in the 
picture on Page 8 of the 
December 2017 issue 
(“Home Base Clinic Teams 
Up With Red Sox to Aid 
Vietnam Vets”). That 
ceremony in Fenway Park 
[honoring Vietnam veterans 

before a baseball game] was one 
of the proudest moments in my 
life. The Boston Strong folks 
gave us a standing 20-minute 
ovation as we left the baseball 

serving that I had never felt 
before. 

Company, 3rd Battalion, 5th 
Regiment, 1st Marine Division, at 
combat base An Hoa west of Da 
Dang in 1969. I know that you 
have heard many Vietnam veteran 
stories and probably a majority of them not so 
positive. Well, I am one of the luckiest of all 
Vietnam veterans. 

After being severely wounded November 
1969, I was medically retired in 1970. I went 
to the Florida Institute of Technology on the GI 
Bill and the vocational rehabilitation program. 

After graduation in mechanical engineering in 
1975, I started to work at the Kennedy Space 
Center. I recently retired from 40 years there 
with 150 rocket launches including every 
space shuttle launch. I have a wonderful wife 
and two great kids. Not bad for an old Jarhead.

Jim Carleton
Titusville, Fla.

Peter Pace [retired Marine  
four-star general and former 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 

December issue] learned a lot 
from his Vietnam service and put 
those lessons to good use during 
his 40 years in uniform. He, Colin 
Powell, Norman Schwarzkopf and 
a lot of others put the military 

back together and enabled our 
nation and its values to survive 
in a very dangerous world. 

He is correct that “if you leave 

you do not want is going to come 
in.” Winning the peace is as 
important as winning the war. 
Wherever the U.S. military goes 
and stays, things get better. 

When it leaves, things get worse.
Raymond Opeka
Grand Rapids, Mich.

Send letters and email:
Vietnam editor
1919 Gallows Road, Suite 400
Vienna, VA 22182-4038
Vietnam@HistoryNet.com

Praise for Gen. Pace and His Battlefield Philosophy



PERSONALIZED TO HONOR YOUR MILITARY
SERVICE AS A VIETNAM VETERAN
• FREE - Vietnam Veteran woven patch affixed to the

chest of your jacket - PLUS a FREE Zipper Pull!

• You may choose to add a full color Officially Licensed
woven Service Patch* to the right sleeve of your
jacket for just $20 extra (see below).

OUR VIETNAM MA-1 BRAVO JACKET is created by the company selected
to make the NASA MA-1 for its Kennedy Space Center gift shop. It's personalized to
honor your service to Country and reflect today's active lifestyles:

• TAILORED TO MEET NASA SPECS, in rugged wind & water-resistant polyester,
comfort rated at temperatures between 25-40 degrees Fahrenheit
for three season wear.  Available in popular “Gun-metal Black”
or “Military Sage Green” outer shell.

• Quality features include "fell stitching" for superior fit, knit
collar, cuffs and waistband, official NASA orange lining,
heavy duty front zipper with storm flap, multiple snap
closure pockets - plus utility pocket on sleeve.

• EXCLUSIVE CONCEAL CARRY OPTION - two
inner pockets to secure valuables, which are
fitted with holster straps for those licensed to
carry a firearm.

• Available in sizes Small through 3XL.

• Thank You Introductory price starting at just $99 -
SAVE OVER $40! (See order form for details and available options)

T O  H O N O R  V I E T N A M  V E T E R A N S

Veterans Commemoratives™, Two Radnor Corporate Center, Suite 120, Radnor, PA 19087-4599

I wish to order my MA1 Bravo Jacket with a FREE Vietnam Service Patch 
and Zipper Pull, as follows:

(See chart above) S    M    LG    XL    XXL† 3XL†

Gun Metal Black      Military Sage Green

.................. $   99.00
Conceal Carry Feature (Add $30)......................................... $__________
Miitary Service Patch* on right sleeve (Add $20)................ $__________

Army    Navy    Air Force    Marine Corps    Coast Guard

American Flag Patch on left shoulder (Add $20) ................. $__________
†Sizes XXL to 3XL (Add $20) ............................................... $__________

Plus Shipping & Handling ........................................................ $    19.95
TOTAL DUE:.............................................................................. $__________

Enclosed is my check payable to Veterans Commemoratives for the Total Due
Charge my credit card for the Total Due
Charge my credit card in two equal interest-free monthly payments

Visa    MasterCard    AMEX    Discover

CC#: __________________________________________  Exp. Date: ____ / ____

Card Security Code (CSC):________   Signature: __________________________

(We CANNOT ship to P.O. Boxes) Allow 2-3 weeks for delivery.

Name ____________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________

City___________________________ State_____ Zip ______________________

Phone # (_________) ______________________________________________

Email ____________________________________________________________
(In case we have any questions about your order)

© ICM 2017 MA1JACKET-VTN-0218

FROM THE MAKER OF
NASA'S MA-1 JACKET
FOR KENNEDY SPACE
CENTER GIFT SHOP

AVAILABLE WITH
CONCEAL CARRY 
TWIN HOLSTER 

FEATURE!

YOU HAVE EARNED THE RIGHT TO WEAR THIS SPECIAL JACKET!

*Service Branch Patches are purchased from Officially Licensed suppliers.

By federal law, licensing fees paid to the U.S. Army for use of its trademarks provide support to the Army Trademark
Licensing Program, and net licensing revenue is devoted to U.S. Army Morale, Welfare, and Recreation programs.

Add an American Flag
patch for just $20!

ADD CONCEAL CARRY
TWIN HOLSTER FEATURE

FOR JUST $30 EXTRA.

V I E T N A M  V E T E R A N

PERSONALIZED WITH A VIETNAM WAR VETERAN WOVEN PATCH

RECEIVE A FREE
“PROUD TO BE A VETERAN”
ZIPPER PULL WITH ORDER!



The U.S. Air Force is looking back at the Vietnam War as 
it explores options for future low-cost, slower-moving 
aircraft that can be deployed for counterinsurgency, 
close-air support or reconnaissance missions against the 
Islamic State and other terrorist groups in the Middle 
East and Africa. 

-
tion in the single-seat, propeller-driven A-1 Skyraider, 
an agile, slow-speed attack aircraft that could loiter over 

-
Air 

Force Times reported. 

The new low-end aircraft would reduce the wear and 

shorter runways. 

demonstrations at  Holloman Air Force Base in New Mex-
ico. After the data is evaluated, a possible second phase 
would be a combat experiment in the Middle East, perhaps 
in early 2018, said Air Force Secretary Heather Wilson.

The Skyraider and its daring missions were featured 
in the August 2017 issue of Vietnam magazine. You can 

Than Just a Prop.”

VIETNAM 
WAR   PLANE   AGAIN  ON   
AIR FORCE’S   RADAR

By Deborah StadtlerTODAY

A flight into the past
The Air Force’s Vietnam-era A-1 
Skyraider, inset, has features that 
officials would like to replicate in 
a new group of aircraft. One of 
the options, a Beechcraft AT-6 
experimental plane, is shown flying 
over White Sands Missile Range in 
New Mexcio on July 31, 2017.
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Set with genuine diamonds
�

Finely hand-crafted in solid sterling 

silver with 18K-gold plating

Sculpted Marine Corps Emblem

�

Engraved inside with Semper Fidelis

Members of the United States Marines are true heroes dedicated to the values 
of Duty, Honor, and Courage. With their Semper Fi spirit, Marines are always 
ready to proudly serve their country. Now, there’s no better way to celebrate 
the values of these distinguished individuals than with our meaningful women’s 
“USMC” Embrace Ring, an exclusive design from The Bradford Exchange.
Hand-crafted from solid sterling silver, this distinctive ring features twin 
bands—one silver and one plated in 18K gold. At the center of the ring is 
a sculpted Corps’ emblem of the eagle, globe and anchor adorned with 18K 
gold-plated accents. The bands are embraced with two dazzling pavé ribbons 

set with a total of four genuine diamonds. Inside the band, the ring is engraved 
with the proud motto Semper Fidelis, making this a stunning expression of 
Marine Corps pride and support for all those who serve.

An Exceptional Value... Available for a Limited Time
This ring is a remarkable value at $99*, payable in 4 easy installments of $24.75 
and backed by our 120-day guarantee. It arrives in a custom case along with a 
Bradford Exchange Certifi cate of Authenticity. This ring is not available in stores. 
To reserve, send no money now; just mail the Reservation Application today!

©2017 BGE  01-19310-001-BIRTC17www.bradfordexchange.com/19310

www.bradfordexchange.com/19310

or call 1-866-768-6517

*For information on sales tax you may owe to your state, go to bradfordexchange.com/use-tax.

YES.  Please reserve the “USMC” Embrace Ring for me as 
described in this announcement. 

Signature

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City                                        State               Zip

E-Mail (Optional)

01-19310-001-E39571

P.O. Box 806, Morton Grove, IL  60053-0806

PRIORITY RESERVATION                                SEND NO MONEY NOW

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
To assure a proper fi t in women’s whole and half sizes 5-12, a ring sizer 

will be sent to you after your reservation has been accepted.

*Plus $9.98 shipping and service (see bradfordexchange.com). Sales subject to 
product availability and order acceptance.

LIMITED-TIME OFFER
Reservations will be accepted on a 
fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis.  

Respond  as soon as possible to 
reserve your ring. 

Shown actual size

Order promptly for Christmas delivery.
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The Navy League of the United States announced that 
a new ship named after a Marine Medal of Honor re-
cipient killed in Vietnam will be commissioned in 
March 2018, The Associated Press reported. 

The USS Ralph Johnson, an Arleigh Burke-class 

from Charleston, South Carolina, who threw him-
self on a grenade that landed in a group of three 
men participating in reconnaissance patrol during March 1968. His act of 
valor saved the life of another Marine. The ship will be commissioned in 
Charleston and based in Everett, Washington.

SHIP   NAMED   FOR   
WAR   HERO   TO   BE 
COMMISSIONED

10 V I E T N A M

TODAY

The New-York Historical Society unveiled a new exhibit, The Vietnam War 
1945-1975, on Oct. 4, 2017. The exhibit features artifacts, video, audio and 

Communist takeover of South Vietnam in 1975. 

also showing the perspectives of anti-war protestors and supporters of the 
war. The exhibition is accompanied by an interactive website and runs 
through April 22, 2018.

Vietnam Exhibit Opens at 
New-York Historical Society President Trump presented 

the Medal of Honor on Oct. 23, 
2017, to retired Army Capt. 
Gary M. Rose, a Special Forces 
medic who risked his life mul-
tiple times to treat wounded 
comrades in 1970 while on an 
operation in Laos.

His actions occurred during 
Operation Tailwind, a military 
venture—not revealed to the 
American public—initiated to 
attract the attention of North 
Vietnamese Army troops in 
Laos and draw some of them 
away from a CIA and Laotian 
force battling the NVA else-
where in the country. 

During the four-day mission 
that started on Sept. 11, 1970, 
the 22-year-old sergeant 
treated and carried out the 

more than a third of his com-
pany was wounded, and Rose 
had gone without sleep or food 
for days. When the men were 
picked up by helicopter on the 
fourth day, the copter carrying 
Rose was shot down. Despite 
his own wounds, he pulled oth-
ers from the wreckage and ad-
ministered aid until another 
helicopter arrived.

The Medal of Honor has now 
been presented to 262 men for 
actions in the Vietnam War.

Army Medic 
Awarded 
Medal of 
Honor
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At the exhibit
U.S. troops battle Viet 
Cong northeast of 
Saigon on June 15, 1967.
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50th

Anniversary
Commemorative



Richard Pyle, a chief of The Associated Press Saigon bureau during the 
war, died Sept. 28, 2017. He was 83. Pyle went to Vietnam for AP in 1968—
working alongside Pulitzer Prize winners Peter Arnett, Horst Faas and 

half of that period before taking a Washington assignment in 1973. The 
1971 death of AP photographer Henri Huet, killed while riding in a   

that he returned 20 years later to search for the crash site, described in 
the book .

12 V I E T N A M

Georgette “Dickey” Chapelle, an acclaimed photographer who died 
-

cording to Marine Corps Times -
mandant Gen. Robert Neller and presented at the Marine Corps 
Combat Correspondents Association annual dinner in August 2017. 

patrol when a Marine near her tripped a booby trap. She was buried 
with full military honors.

published in National Geographic,  and Reader’s Digest, among 
others. She was inducted into the Milwaukee Press Club Hall of 
Fame. Her life is the subject of a recent book and documentary. 

PHOTOGRAPHER  
DICKEY   CHAPELLE   MADE   
HONORARY   MARINE

FAREWELL

John W. Lewis, critic of the Vietnam 
War and China expert, died at 86 

the Vietnam War. In The United 
States in Vietnam, he and Cornell 
professor George McTurnan Kahin 

to accept “an outcome in Vietnam 

the balance of political forces that 
actually exists.” FR
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Dickey Chapelle with South 
Vietnamese troops in 1961.



The distinguished men and women of the U.S. Military have shown their 
courage and commitment and now they can express their service branch 
pride. Introducing the “Armed Forces Leather Duffel Bag,” a distinctive yet 
practical travel essential that’s available only from The Bradford Exchange.
 Custom-crafted of durable genuine brown leather with black leather trim and 

handles, the bag is expertly embossed with the name and logo of the service branch, 

along with stars and the year the branch was established, on the front. Designed 

with traditional double handles, this go-anywhere duffel features a removable, 

adjustable padded shoulder strap for versatility and comfort. Plus, to keep your 

belongings organized and protected, the duffel features an interior zippered pocket 

and 2 accessory pockets, an exterior slip pocket and a top double zip closure with 2 

leather zipper pullers. Antique gold-toned hardware fi nishes the look.

A Remarkable Value... Available for a Limited Time
These handsome duffels are a remarkable value at $249.95* each, which you can 
pay for in 5 easy installments of $49.99. To order yours, backed by our unconditional 
90-day guarantee, send no money now, just mail in your Priority Reservation. These 
genuine leather bags are not available in stores, so don’t miss out... inspire U.S. 
service pride wherever you go and reserve yours today!

�
PRIORITY RESERVATION                              SEND NO MONEY NOW  

9345 Milwaukee Avenue · Niles, IL 60714-1393

YES.  Please reserve the Armed Forces Leather Duffel Bag(s) 
checked below for me, as described.           Please Respond Promptly

                     

*Plus a total of $19.99 shipping and service each (see bradfordexchange.com). 
Please allow 2-4 weeks after initial payment for shipment. 
Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance.

Signature

Mrs. Mr. Ms.

                                                                            Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City                                                                           State            Zip

Email (Optional)

E39571

*For information on sales tax you may owe to your state, go to bradfordexchange.com/use-tax
©2017 The Bradford Exchange   01-24559-001-BIBMPOR

USMC

Custom-crafted, Versatile Travel Essentials 
Available Only from The Bradford Exchange

A r m e d  F o r c e s
Embossed Leather Duffel Bags

Crafted of Durable 

Genuine Leather

2 � 2 � 2

Branch-specifi c Artwork 
Embossed on the Front

2 � 2 � 2

Removable, Adjustable 
Padded Shoulder Strap for 

Versatility and Comfort

Actual Size is 
22" W x 11" H 

x 11" D

Navy Army Air Force

Boldly Bring Your U.S. Military Pride Along

TMOffi cially Licensed by the Department of the Navy  ™Department of the Air Force. Offi cially Licensed Product of the Air Force (www.airforce.com).  
™Offi cially Licensed Product of the United States Marine Corps.  Offi cial Licensed Product of the U.S. Army  By federal law, licensing fees paid to 
the U.S. Army for use of its trademarks provide support to the Army Trademark Licensing Program, and net licensing revenue is devoted to U.S. 
Army Morale, Welfare, and Recreation programs. U.S. Army name, trademarks and logos are protected under federal law and used under license 
by The Bradford Exchange.

www.bradfordexchange.com/militaryduffel

T�“Navy” Leather Duff el Bag  01-26300-001

T�“USMC” Leather Duff el Bag  01-24559-001

T�“Air Force” Leather Duff el Bag  01-26301-001

T�“Army” Leather Duff el Bag  01-26299-001
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Born: Dec. 31, 1945, Beverly, 
Massachusetts
Residence: Washington, D.C.
Education: Northeastern 
University, bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees in English 
literature, 1972 and 1976; 
Simmons College of Library  
and Information Science, 
master’s degree, 1974
Military service: U.S. Navy, 
May 1967-February 1971; 
highest rank, petty officer 
second class 
In Vietnam: Hospital 
corpsman, assigned to 1st 
Marine Division, February-
March 1970; USS Sanctuary, 
March 1970-January 1971 
Professional career: 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, 1965-67 and  
1971-96, rising to associate 
director for public services and 
acting co-director of libraries; 
Duke University, university 
librarian and vice provost for 
library affairs, 1996-2004;  
New York Public Libraries,  
Andrew W. Mellon director and 
chief executive of research 
libraries, 2004-09
Today: Archivist of the United 
States, since Nov. 13, 2009 

DAVID  S.  
FERRIERO

Why did you leave college and join the Navy? 

 



YES. I wish to order the following exclusive Vietnam Veteran Career
Service Ring, personalized with my initials and year dates of service.
PLEASE SEND ME A FREE AMERICAN FLAG LAPEL PIN!

Service Branch:  Army     Navy     Air Force     Coast Guard (not shown)

Career Insignia: Enter emblem #. See pictures & numbers above: ________
Call or visit www.Vetcom.com for additional Career and Division Insignias.

Ring Size: ___  Initials (3): ____  ____  ____  Svc. Yrs: _____to_____
(Use ring sizer below or check with your jeweler.)

I Need Send No Money Now. I will be billed in four monthly 
installments of $59.75* each with the first payment due prior to shipment. 

Shipping Address: (We CANNOT ship to P.O. Boxes) Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 

Name: ______________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________

City:_______________________________ State:______  Zip: __________

Phone #: (_______)____________ Email: __________________________
(In case we have questions about your order.)

Or, Mail to: Veterans Commemoratives™ Military Career Service Rings, Two Radnor Corporate Center, Suite 120, Radnor, PA 19087-4599

N9

•  Your Service Branch emblem is cast in solid 10KT Gold, mounted on
a polished capstone and surrounded by the words VIETNAM
VETERAN in bold lettering.

•  Your Vietnam Medal & Ribbon in official colors is sculpted & hand-
enameled on one shank. Your Career/Division Insignia is featured on
the opposite side (see choices below.)

•  Inside of band is engraved with your initials and years
of service and is solid and smooth for maximum
comfort. Our rings are never hollowed out.

Your personalized Vietnam Service Career Ring 
will be handcrafted in America, with a solid 10 Karat

Gold Service Emblem on a polished capstone. The ring body
combines Sterling Silver and 24 KT Gold plating!

EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED RINGS HONOR YOUR MILITARY SERVICE TO COUNTRY

VIETNAM SERVICE CAREER RINGS
HANDCRAFTED IN AMERICA FEATURING YOUR SERVICE AND CAREER INSIGNIA

Navy Ring 
shown with 

QUARTERMASTER

HONCAR-VTN-0218

Air Force Ring shown with 
TACTICAL AIR COMMANDAF8

A1

Army Ring 
shown with 

1ST INFANTRY DIVISION

*Plus $19.95 for processing, shipping & handling. 
PA residents add 6% state sales tax.  © ICM 2017

FREE FLAG PIN
WITH EVERY ORDER!

34567891011121314

FOR OTHER FINE MILITARY RINGS, WATCHES & COLLECTIBLES VISIT VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES ONLINE AT WWW.VETCOM.COM

•  Thank you priced at just $239*
with an affordable payment plan

available (See order form for details.)

•  Your satisfaction is guaranteed 100% by Veterans Commemoratives,
and by America’s finest maker of quality Military and fraternal jewelry.
You may return your ring within 30 days for replacement or refund -
no questions asked. So, order today with confidence.

YOU HAVE EARNED THE RIGHT TO WEAR THESE SPECIAL RINGS.

CAREER CHOICES:     ADDITIONAL CAREER / DIVISION EMBLEMS AVAILABLE! CALL OR VISIT WWW.VETCOM.COM FOR DETAILS.

N6 N10

MACHINIST’S
MATE

RADIOMAN

N13 N14

CRYPTOLOGIC
TECH

ELECTRONIC
TECH

N15

SUBMARINER

N5N4

1ST INFANTRY
DIVISION

A5

25TH INFANTRY
DIVISION

A1 A3

A6

3RD INFANTRY
DIVISION

A4

4TH INFANTRY
DIVISION

A2

2ND INFANTRY
DIVISION

10TH MOUNTAIN
DIVISION

ELECTRICIAN’S
MATE

HOSPITAL
CORPSMAN

AF1

FIRE 
PROTECTION

AF2

AIR DEFENSE
COMMAND

AF3

AIR NATIONAL
GUARD

AF6

STRATEGIC
AIR COMMAND

AF4

AIR FORCE
SECURITY

AF7

8TH
AIR FORCE

AF9

USAF EAGLE
& SHIELD

AF5

COMBAT
CONTROL

AF10

CHIEF 
MASTER

AF8

TACTICAL AIR
COMMAND

N11

YEOMAN

N12

BOATSWAIN
MATE

N16

GUN MATE 1ST CAVALRY
DIVISION

A7

1ST ARMORED
DIVISION

OLD IRONSIDES

A8 A9

82ND AIRBORNE
DIVISION

A10

101ST AIRBORNE
DIVISION

ARMYNAVY & COAST GUARD AIR FORCE

By federal law, licensing fees paid to the U.S. Army for the use of its trademarks provide support for the Army® Trademark Licensing
Program, and net licensing revenue is devoted to U.S. Army Morale, Welfare and Recreation programs. U.S. Army name, trademark
and logos are protected under federal law and used under license by Veterans Commemoratives.

100TH ANNIVERSARY!

BIG RED ONE - 100th Anniversary!
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That ship was used to treat wounded? 

-

For someone whose medical experience had been 
with psychiatric patients, what was it like to see  
seriously wounded patients on the Sanctuary? 

-

-

How did you deal with that?

Anything else about Vietnam that particularly sticks 
out in your memory? 

Fifty years later, you are helping to share the memories 

of other veterans through the ar-
chives’ Remembering Vietnam 
exhibit. Out of millions of docu-

audio, how did you decide what to 
display? -

-

How were those interviewees chosen? 

As you know, the Vietnam War is a contentious topic. 

There’s probably some skepticism about a govern-
ment-sponsored exhibit on the war

-

Some of the material in your exhibit is recently declas-
-

-

When message would you like exhibit’s visitors to 
leave with?

V

On deployment
David S. Ferriero, left, enjoys shore 
leave with shipmate Jim Maroney at 
Subic Bay in the Philippines in 1970.



DOCTOR DESIGNED | AUDIOLOGIST TESTED | FDA REGISTERED

ADVANCED
HEARING AID 
TECHNOLOGY

The answer:  Although tremendous strides 
have been made in Advanced Hearing Aid 
Technology, those cost reductions have not 
been passed on to you. Until now...

MDHearingAid® uses the same 
kind of Advanced Hearing Aid Technology 
incorporated into hearing aids that cost 
thousands more at a small fraction 
of the price.

Over 300,000 satisfi ed MDHearingAid 
customers agree: High-quality, 
FDA-registered hearing aids don’t 
have to cost a fortune. The fact is, 
you don’t need to spend thousands 
for a hearing aid. MDHearingAid 
is a medical-grade hearing aid 
offering sophistication and high 
performance, and works right out 
of the box with no time-consuming 
“adjustment” appointments. You 
can contact a licensed hearing 
specialist conveniently on-line or 
by phone — even after your 
purchase at no cost. No other 
company provides such extensive 
support. Now that you know...why pay more?   

Use Code  HJ89
and get FREE Batteries for 1 Year 

Plus FREE Shipping

How can a hearing aid that costs 
less than $200 be every bit as good as 
one that sells for $2,250 or more?

Proudly assembled in America!

For the Lowest Price Call
BATTERIES 
INCLUDED! 

READY TO USE RIGHT 
OUT OF THE BOX! 

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR 
45-DAY RISK-FREE TRIAL!

Hearing is believing and we invite you to try 
this nearly invisible hearing aid with no 
annoying whistling or background noise for 
yourself. If you are not completely satisfi ed 
with your MDHearingAid, return it within 45 
days for a FULL REFUND.
 

Nearly Invisible

1-800-831-5439
www.GetMDHearingAid.com

BIG SOUND. 
TINY PRICE.

Try it RISK-FREE for 45 days! 
Complete Refund Guarantee!

— Don W., Sherman, TX

For Less Than $200
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In December 1951, after Lockheed Corp. aircraft designer Clarence “Kelly” Johnson 

design on Oct. 31, 1952, as Model 83. The Air Force ordered two prototypes for testing 
on March 1, 1953.  

 

V

By Carl O. Schuster

Drop tanks
Extra fuel tanks were installed 

on the wings to extend the 
Starfighter’s range and could  

be dropped after use.

Crew: 1
Engine: 

pounds of thrust
Wingspan: 21 feet,  
9 inches
Length:  
8 inches
Max. weight: 

Max. speed: Mach 
2.2
Combat radius with 
two wing tanks: 

Operating altitude: 

Armament: One 

Bomb load: Two  
 

or rocket pods

An M61 20 mm multibarrel 
Gatling-type rotary gun was 

designed to blast enemy  
aircraft during close-in  

aerial “knife fights.”

Fill ’er up
A probe was inserted into the 

basketlike receptacle of a tanker 
aircraft’s hose during in-air refueling.

F-104C   STARFIGHTER

Powerful add-on
The Starfighter could 

be outfitted with 
750-pound bomb 

loaded on each wing.

Sharp wings
Razorlike wings were 

streamlined for supersonic 
flight. On the tarmac, shields 

were placed on the wing edges 
to protect ground crews.



“Cell phones have gotten so small, 
I can barely dial mine.”  Not the 
Jitterbug® Flip. It features a large keypad 
for easier dialing. It even has a larger 
display and a powerful, hearing aid 
compatible speaker, so it’s easy to  
see and conversations are clear. 
“I had to get my son to program  
it.”  Your Jitterbug Flip setup process  
is simple. We’ll even program it with  
your favorite numbers.  
“What if I don’t remember a number?”  
Friendly, helpful Personal Operators are 
available 24 hours a day and will even  
greet you by name when you call. 
“I’d like a cell phone to use in an 
emergency.”  Now you can turn your 
phone into a personal safety device with 
5Star® Service. In any uncertain or unsafe 
situation, simply press the 5Star button to 
speak immediately with a highly-trained Urgent 
Response Agent who will confirm your location, 
evaluate your situation and get you the help you 
need, 24/7. 
“My cell phone company wants to lock me in 
a two-year contract!”  Not with the Jitterbug Flip.  
There are no contracts to sign and no cancellation fees. 

“My phone’s battery only lasts a short time.”  Unlike 
most cell phones that need to be recharged every day, 
the Jitterbug Flip was designed with a long-lasting battery, 
so you won’t have to worry about running out of power.

“Many phones have features that 
are rarely needed and hard to use!”  
The Jitterbug Flip contains easy-to-use 
features that are meaningful to you.  
A built-in camera makes it easy and 
fun for you to capture and share your 
favorite memories.  And a flashlight with 
a built-in magnifier helps you see in 
dimly lit areas. The Jitterbug Flip has  
all the features you need.  
Enough talk. Isn’t it time you found 
out more about the cell phone that’s 
changing all the rules? Call now! Jitterbug 
product experts are standing by.

We proudly accept the following credit cards:

Call toll-free to get your 

Jitterbug Flip Cell Phone
 Please mention promotional code 107562.

 1-888-663-6199  
www.JitterbugDirect.com

Order now and receive a 

FREE Car Charger – a $25 value  

for your Jitterbug Flip. Call now!

47
66

9

IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Jitterbug is owned by GreatCall, Inc. Your invoices will come from GreatCall. 1Monthly fees do not include government taxes or assessment surcharges and are 
subject to change. Plans and services may require purchase of a Jitterbug Flip and a one-time setup fee of $35. Coverage is not available everywhere. 5Star or 9-1-1 calls can only be made when cellular service 
is available. 5Star Service will be able to track an approximate location when your device is turned on, but we cannot guarantee an exact location. 2We will refund the full price of the Jitterbug phone and the 
activation fee (or setup fee) if it is returned within 30 days of purchase in like-new condition. We will also refund your first monthly service charge if you have less than 30 minutes of usage. If you have more 
than 30 minutes of usage, a per minute charge of 35 cents will be deducted from your refund for each minute over 30 minutes. You will be charged a $10 restocking fee. The shipping charges are not refundable. 
There are no additional fees to call GreatCall’s U.S.-based customer service. However, for calls to a Personal Operator in which a service is completed, you will be charged 99 cents per call, and minutes will 
be deducted from your monthly rate plan balance equal to the length of the call and any call connected by the Personal Operator. Jitterbug, GreatCall and 5Star are registered trademarks of GreatCall, Inc. 
Copyright ©2017 GreatCall, Inc.  ©2017 firstSTREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc.

“My friends all hate their  
cell phones… I love mine!” 

Here’s why.
Say good-bye to everything you hate about cell phones.  Say hello to the Jitterbug Flip.

FREE 
Car Charger

Available in  
Red and Graphite.
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Contracts

Monthly Plan
Monthly Minutes

Personal Operator Assistance

Long Distance Calls

Voice Dial

Nationwide Coverage

30-Day Return Policy2

$14.99/mo1

200
24/7

No add’l charge

FREE

YES

YES

$19.99/mo1

600
24/7

No add’l charge

FREE

YES

YES

More minute plans and Health & Safety Packages available. 
Ask your Jitterbug expert for details.



Jan. 21  Paul Simon and  
Art Garfunkel release their 
soundtrack to The Graduate,  

 
Anne Bancroft movie about a 
confused college graduate’s 
seduction by “Mrs. Robinson.”

Feb. 3  The Lemon Pipers, a pop band formed in 1966, 
land the top spot on the Billboard charts with “Green 
Tambourine.” It was the only big hit for the group, 
which disbanded in 1969.

20 V I E T N A M

Jan. 14  Bart Starr and the 
National Football League’s Green 
Bay Packers pound the Oakland 
Raiders of the American Football 
League 33-14 in the NFL-AFL 
World Championship Game  
(later dubbed Super Bowl II). 

Jan. 22  Dan Rowan 
and Dick Martin’s  

new type of the variety show 

humor, psychedelic sets, 
whacky characters and 
silly phrases such  
as “sock it to me.”  

Goldie Hawn and Lily 
Tomlin to stardom.

JANUARY-FEBRUARY
1968



Jan. 21  The Battle of Khe Sanh 
begins as North Vietnamese Army 
gunners in “neutral” Laos begin 
shelling the U.S. Marine base in the 
northwest corner of South Vietnam. 
The siege lasted 77 days until relief 
forces arrived.

Jan. 31  An NVA and Viet Cong  

Lunar New Year holiday called 

throughout South Vietnam with full 

-
nists were soundly defeated over the 

Feb. 1

the head. Associated Press journalist 

became an iconic image of the war.

Feb 7 
-

necessary to destroy the town to save 
it.” Arnett attributed the quote to an 

as “We had to destroy the village in 
order to save it.”  

Feb. 26 

is declared “secured” and cleared of 
-

March 7. U.S. and South Vietnamese 

-

JAN. 14: HISTORYNET ARCHIVES; JAN. 21: GUY ACETO; JAN 22: AF ARCHIVE/
ALAMY AND HISTORYNET ARCHIVES (BUTTON);  FEB. 3: GUY ACETO;  
FEB. 8: 20TH CENTURY FOX; FEB. 12: AP PHOTO/CHARLIE KELLY;  
FEB. 19: PHOTOFEST: FEB. 28:  AF ARCHIVE/ALAMY

Feb. 19  Mr. Roger’s 
Neighborhood  begins 
its run on National 
Educational Televi-
sion (merged into 

emotions and events 
in their lives.

Feb. 8  Moviegoers 
are introduced to 

of astronauts 

and humans are 
hunted. Charlton 

the astronauts. 
Roddy McDowell 

costumes.

Feb. 28  Gore Vidal’s Myra Breck-
inridge is published. Considered 

-
gender character as Myron Breck-
inridge becomes Myra, its discus-

Feb. 12  More than 1,000 
black sanitation workers 
strike in Memphis, 

and union recognition 
 

to death in a truck 
compactor. A negotiated 
agreement ended the 
strike on April 16. 
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THE WAR’S 
DECISIVE EVENT

Communists attacks in January 1968, and the reaction to 
them, dashed U.S. hopes for an all-out victory in Vietnam 

By James H. Willbanks

Bad news 
In a staged February 1968 photo for U.S. 
News & World Report, a couple look at a 
scene from Vietnam, illustrating the weeks of 
filmed carnage during the Tet Offensive that 
changed public perceptions of the war.
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Devastating hit 
A C-47 Skytrain, struck by 
rocket and mortar shelling 
during Tet, is just a pile of 
wreckage at Tan Son Nhut 
Air Base outside Saigon.

An influential voice
CBS News anchor Walter Cronkite interviews a 
professor at the University of Hue in February 1968. 
In a broadcast later that month, Cronkite described 
the war in Vietnam as “mired in stalemate.” 

V I E T N A M24
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In the summer of 1967, frustrated with the stalemate 

the South Vietnamese and their U.S. allies. Their new 

-

that the war was unwinnable. 

-

-

-

Gen. William Westmoreland,

-

-

-

CAMBODIA

LAOS

Qui Nhom
Pleiku

Kontum

Tan Canh

Quang Ngai

Da Nang

Hue

Quang Tri

Demilitarized 
Zone

Lang Vei

Hoi An

Tam Ky

Phu My

Tuy Hoa

Nha Trang

Ban Me Thuot

Da Lat

Phan Thiet

Tay Ninh

Xuan Loc

Phuoc Le

Moc Hoa
Chau Doc

Rach Gia

Ca Mau

Bac Lieu
Soc Trang

Tra Vinh
Can Tho

Go Cong

SAIGON
Bien Hoa/Long Binh

My Tho
Ben Tre

Ben Cat
Duc Hoa

Ninh Hoa

Song Be

Cao Lanh
Sa Dec

Vinh LongI -

Mayhem everywhere
The  North Vietnamese 

Army and Viet Cong  
attacked 36 of 44  

provincial capitals,  
five of six autonomous 
cities including Saigon 

and Hue, 64 of 242 dis-
trict capitals and more 
than 50 hamlets. Some  
attacks were limited to 

long-range artillery fire 
or commando raids, 

such as the hit on Cam 
Ranh Bay, about 200 
miles north of Saigon. 

The major ground 
 attacks (involving at 

least one enemy infantry 
battalion) are shown  

on the map.
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Walter Cronkite, the anchorman for “CBS Evening 
News” and perhaps the most trusted journalist in the na-

-

-

-

-

with which we have concealed our true circumstances, 

-

Johnson’s deteriorating public support would get worse 
over one of the most controversial issues to develop in the 

-

A city in flames
Smoke marks enemy positions 
bombed on Jan. 31, 1968, in response 
to the Communist attacks on Saigon.  
At right, the fires around the city 
continue to burn as night comes.

More troops needed?
Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Earle Wheeler, 
here at a July 1965 meeting with President 
Lyndon B. Johnson, wanted the president to 
mobilize more troops after Tet.

View from the ground 
The top U.S. commander 
in Vietnam, Gen. William 
Westmoreland, visits his 
troops in the aftermath of 
Tet on March 23, 1968 TO
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sent a message saying the president was 
considering diversionary attacks north of 
the Demilitarized Zone or in eastern Laos to 
relieve pressure on the nearby Marine base 
at Khe Sanh, which had been under siege 
since Jan. 21. 

After another exchange of messages, 
Wheeler again urged Westmoreland to ask 
for troops if he needed them. This time West-
moreland said he could use more men to re-
plenish his forces after the Tet battles. 
Although the enemy had lost some 40,000 
troops, it still had a large force that threat-
ened the provinces just south of the DMZ, 
and intelligence reports indicated Hanoi was 
sending in more soldiers to restock its ranks. Even so, 
Westmoreland thought he had the Communists on the run 
and more troops in pursuit could drive them from border 
sanctuaries in Cambodia and cut the Ho Chi Minh Trail 
with a thrust into Laos. He also believed calling up addi-
tional troops would convince the North Vietnamese that 
the United States was serious about achieving a victory.

Wheeler’s concerns about troop levels extended be-
yond Southeast Asia. With 30 to 50 percent of the Army, 

supporting the war in Vietnam, the Joint Chiefs chair-
man had told Johnson he was worried that the U.S. might 

more reservists were mobilized and combat-ready. He 
-

nity to persuade Johnson to call units of the reserves 
into active duty to strengthen the “strategic reserve”—
forces kept readily available to react to any global threat.

The president sent Wheeler to Saigon to confer with 
Westmoreland. Upon his return to Washington on Feb. 25, 

contended that more troops were necessary unless the 
United States was “prepared to ac-
cept some reverses.” On Feb. 28, 
Wheeler presented Johnson with a 
request from Westmoreland for 
206,000 more troops (in addition to 
the small increase promised ear-
lier). There were more than 515,000 
U.S. troops in Vietnam at the time.

The 206,000-troop increase 
would be accomplished in three 

108,000 troops would go to Vietnam 
by May 1. And the remaining 98,000 
would be sent in two increments, on 
Sept. 1 and Dec. 1. However, Wheeler 

increments to Vietnam unless the 
NVA launched another successful 

use them to bolster the stateside re-
serve forces. Wheeler’s report to 

Johnson did not mention his plans to use the second and 
third increments other than in Vietnam. 

Johnson was taken aback by Westmoreland’s request 
for 206,000 more troops. The president realized an in-
crease of that size in Vietnam would require a call-up of 
the reserves—a move that would not only energize the 
anti-war movement but also threaten the American econ-
omy and the future of his Great Society programs in civil 
rights, health care, education and the “war on poverty.” 

the Great Society agenda were more than the United 
-

cent surtax on income in 1967, but Congress had refused 
to pass the legislation until the tax hike was accompanied 
by cuts in domestic spending.

the Defense Department to evaluate the situation in 
South Vietnam and make a recommendation on West- 

-
Namara, who had quietly turned against the war and de-

election campaign in 1964 and been a leading supporter 

doubts about U.S. involvement. 

and reviewed the proposals for additional troops. The 
group examined the implications of any new escalation 
and concluded that the existing policy in Vietnam was 

Johnson on March 4, believed an increase in U.S. forces 

 Shunning a large troop increase, the task force ad-
vised the president to send about 22,000 additional 
troops to Vietnam and approve a call-up of 245,000 re-
servists “to improve our strategic reserve in the United 
States,” but link any further troop increases in Vietnam 
to the performance of the Saigon government and its 

major concern of the people is that they do not see victory 
ahead. The military has not come up with a plan for vic-
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Mission failure
The U.S. ambassador to Vietnam, 
Ellsworth Bunker, with hands in 
pockets, sees the dead body of a Viet 
Cong, among those who breached 
the U.S. Embassy grounds during 
Tet but were killed or captured 
before they got much farther.   
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tory. The people were discouraged as more men go in and 
are chewed up in a bottomless pit.”

The situation for the Johnson administration wors-
ened considerably when The New York Times ran a story 
on March 10 revealing Westmoreland’s request for the 
206,000 troops. NBC News reporter Frank McGee told 
the nation that the additional troops would only result in 
more destruction, not peace and victory. 

battles in January and February had been a rude awak-
ening to the realities of the war and prompted a re-eval-
uation of the nation’s commitment. And now in March, 
after being repeatedly told by political and military lead-
ers that the Communists were fading, Americans were 

considering a troop increase in Vietnam. 
Meanwhile, television, newspaper and magazine pic-

again of the escalating human costs of the war. It seemed 
to them that no matter how many troops we sent in, how 
many of the enemy we killed, the Communist leadership 
would replace them with large numbers of more men, 
regardless of the huge cost in North Vietnamese lives. 
And the war would go on without end. 

By late March, a new poll on the Vietnam War revealed 
that 78 percent of the surveyed Americans felt the United 
States was not making any progress in the war, and only 
26 percent approved of Johnson’s handling of the war. 

On March 12, two days after news broke about the 
proposed 206,000 additional troops, the Democratic 
presidential primary was held in New Hampshire. Sen. 
Eugene McCarthy, relatively unknown outside his state 
of Minnesota and running on an anti-war platform as the 
“Peace Candidate,” astonished the nation by coming 
within a few hundred votes of defeating Johnson. 

Four days after the New Hampshire primary, a poten-
tially much stronger Democratic candidate, Robert Ken-

president’s low poll numbers and the results of the pri-
mary—announced his decision to enter the race. Ken-

nedy, like McCarthy, made opposition to the 
war the central issue of his campaign.

Johnson also faced a more hostile Con-
gress. Sen. J. William Fulbright, an Arkan-
sas Democrat who chaired the Foreign 
Relations Committee, opened new hearings 
on administration’s conduct of the war. In 
the House, 139 members signed a petition 
asking Johnson for a complete review of 
Vietnam policy. These responses reinforced 
the administration’s belief that additional 
escalation would prove increasingly divisive. 

A beleaguered Johnson called for a meet-
-

ferred to as the Wise Men—former Cabinet 

generals and others. They included former 
Secretary of State Dean Acheson, former Ambassador to 
South Vietnam Henry Cabot Lodge, former national se-
curity adviser McGeorge Bundy and three retired gener-
als, Omar Bradley, Matthew Ridgway and Maxwell Taylor. 

Johnson had gone to the Wise Men for counsel as re-
cently as November 1967. They had recommended that 
the president stay the course in Vietnam and press ahead 
with his current program. Now in the wake of the Tet Of-
fensive, Johnson turned again to the group for advice. 

The Wise Men met on March 25, joined by Secretary 

that even with reinforcements it might take an additional 

After two days of discussion, the Wise Men met with the 
president and told him they had concluded that the war 
was unwinnable with current policies. Though there was 
some disagreement, the Wise Men had reached a general 
consensus on America’s role in South Vietnam. No addi-
tional troops should be sent. The bombing of North Viet-
nam should be halted. And the United States should move 
toward a negotiated settlement and disengagement.

Johnson was shocked by this shift in opinion among 
these solidly anti-Communist elder statesmen and mili-
tary leaders, some of whom had helped shape the policies 
that had gotten the United States involved in Vietnam in 

establishment bastards have bailed out [on me].” Never-
theless, the Wise Men’s recommendations, clearly a re-

president. He wrote in his memoirs that he had asked 
himself at the time, “If they [the Wise Men] had been so 

must the average citizen in the country be thinking?”
On Sunday, March 31, Johnson spoke to the American 

people in a nationally televised broadcast. He said the Tet 

-
ident announced a halt to the bombing raids in North 
Vietnam except for an area north of the Demilitarized 

No end in sight
Secretary of Defense Clark 
Clifford led a task force that gave 
a bleak assessment of prospects  
for a U.S. victory in Vietnam.
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Zone and called upon North Vietnamese leaders to join 
the United States in peace talks. And at the end of the 
speech Johnson paused and said: “With America’s sons 

-

-
-

to maintain that the president had become disenchanted 

-
came embroiled in a bitter election campaign. Former 
Vice President Richard Nixon received the Republican 

-

-
-

ination in August at a chaotic Chicago convention marred 

-
icies in Vietnam to unite his 

 
-
-

Nixon began to implement 
-

improved training and a vast mod-

that continued until almost all U.S. ground 

back a North Vietnamese invasion. 

Vietnamese and a stepped-up U.S. bombing 
-

level set into motion the events that culminated in the 

Vietnam. V

Shocked Johnson 
Sen. Eugene McCarthy, 

running for the 1968 
Democratic presidential 

nomination as the “peace 
candidate,” gets an enthusiastic 

response at an airport stop.

TET’S CASUALTY COUNT

Combatants Killed Wounded

U.S. forces 
South Vietnamese  

 ?  
Friendly forces  7,277 22,000 est.

Enemy forces    40,000 est. ?

“Other allies” category includes troops from Australia, South Korea and Thailand. 
“Enemy forces” number encompasses soldiers from both the North Vietnamese Army and 
Viet Cong.

NOTE: Published casualty counts from Tet frequently differ from each other for various reasons. 
The enemy death toll is an estimate, as are the wounded totals for both sides. Additionally, the 
date range may vary. Jan 30-March 5 incorporates the periods of most intense fighting. Other 
tabulations extend the date to March 31, for example, and get a U.S. death toll of 3,895. 

SOURCE: Staying the Course, October 1967 to September 1968: U.S Army Combat Operations 
in Vietnam,  U.S. Army Center of Military History

LE
O

N
A

R
D

 M
C

C
O

M
B

E
/T

H
E

 L
IF

E
 C

O
LL

EC
T

IO
N

/G
E

T
T

Y 
IM

A
G

E
S

; B
U

T
TO

N
: D

A
V

ID
 J

. &
 J

A
N

IC
E

 L
. F

R
E

N
T/

G
E

T
T

Y 
IM

A
G

E
S



30 V I E T N A M30 V I E T N A M

By Erik Villard

A North Vietnamese Army battalion was ordered to free  
captured Viet Cong so they could join the fight during Tet, but U.S. 
gunships and the 173rd Airborne had other plans for the intruders

THE   NVA’S   PLAN   FOR   
A   GREAT   ESCAPE
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Hitting back
An AC-47 “Spooky” 
gunship, like the one 
shown here and at right, 
unleashed its rapid-fire 
miniguns on units of the 
North Vietnamese 
battalion that attacked 
an artillery base and 
prison camp at Tuy Hoa.

n a clear and moonless night, about 200 sol-
diers from the North Vietnamese Army’s  
5th Battalion, 95th Regiment, crouched in the 

 
from Saigon.

-

The NVA 95th Regiment

O



1962, the 95th Regiment was established as part of the 
NVA 325th Division. Its troops completed their training 
in the southern panhandle of North Vietnam and in 
neighboring Laos before crossing the Demilitarized Zone 
separating North and South Vietnam in October 1964. 
Consisting of 2,000 soldiers organized into three battal-
ions, several support companies and a headquarters ele-
ment, the 95th Regiment headed to the Central 
Highlands, where it operated in Kontum, Pleiku and Dar-
lac provinces until September 1965.

With more NVA regiments scheduled to arrive in the 
highlands that autumn, Hanoi shifted the regiment to the 
central coast to become the primary NVA unit in Phu Yen 
province. The 95th Regiment reported to the Southern 
Sub-Command of Military Region 5, a headquarters that 

Double-barreled threat
The armament at the American 
artillery base at Tuy Hoa included 
M42 Dusters with twin 40 mm 
anti-aircraft guns. This Duster is 
near Saigon in February 1968.

V I E T N A M32

also controlled the NVA 18B Regiment in neighboring 
Khanh Hoa province to the south. The 95th coordinated 
its activities with several Viet Cong units, most notably 
the 85th Local Force Battalion and the 30th Main Force 
Battalion, operating under the control of the Viet Cong 
province committee. 

Between 1945 and 1965, Phu Yen had been a Commu-
nist stronghold, and most of its population (350,000 res-
idents in 1965) knew only one government—the one 
represented by Ho Chi Minh’s political commissars. Only 
the provincial capital in the seaside city of Tuy Hoa and 
a handful of district towns were beholden to French  
and later South Vietnamese authority. When the NVA  
95th Regiment arrived in late 1965, it enjoyed wide free-
dom of maneuver because the main South Vietnamese 
unit in Phu Yen—the 47th Regiment, 22nd Infantry  
Division, Army of the Republic of Vietnam—and local  
security units stayed close to Tuy Hoa and the settle-
ments near Highway 1, the main north-south road 
through the populated lowlands along the coast. The 95th 
established several base camps in the hills overlooking 
the Tuy Hoa Valley. From there it could easily reach the 
lowlands when it chose to raid government targets or ob-
tain food and intelligence from local Viet Cong units.

That favorable situation changed in early 1966 when 
the 1st Brigade of the 101st Airborne Division, one of 
the elite American mobile units in Vietnam, moved into 
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Phu Yen province. Supported by a battalion of U.S. heli-
copters, the airborne brigade managed to locate and 
engage the 95th Regiment nearly a dozen times in the 
coming year, reducing the Communist unit from 2,000 
men to around 900 men by the end of 1966. The 95th 
retreated deep into the hills of Phu Yen province during 

After receiving a large contingent of North Vietnamese 
replacements, the regiment returned to the populated 

-
dent and vice president of South Vietnam, members of a 

the NVA unit sustained several hundred casualties in 

earlier in the year. 

Pressure on the 95th increased

-
-

The North Vietnamese stayed out of sight through the end 

a monthlong deployment. 

in company- and platoon-size groups throughout the inte-
rior mountains, moving frequently to avoid detection by 

-

-

-

team of Viet Cong agents in the city. The 

-

-

its commanders decided to commit their 
-

4th and 6th battalions to reach a strength of around 200 
-

the handful of South Vietnamese outposts that lay along 
the route. 

Tuy Hoa district headquarters and a counterbattery 
-

-

 

-
ing helicopter reinforcements from landing on the strip.

-

seize the facility and release the 500 or so Viet Cong pris-

Robust air support 
An F-100 Super Sabre fighter-bomber 
rests at the Tuy Hoa airfield in an 
undated photo.

Assault weapons
Enemy troops attacked Tuy Hoa with Soviet 
RPD light machine guns and B40 rocket 
launchers, being fired here in a 1972 battle.
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Force Battalion were to penetrate the heart of Tuy Hoa 
by moving west along the bank of the Da Rang River and 
then overrunning the small downtown area where the 
province headquarters was located. They would hopefully 
be greeted by hundreds of civilians who had been mobi-
lized by Viet Cong agents and were ready to participate 
in a popular uprising. Perhaps even some South Vietnam-
ese soldiers would decide to join the revolution. 

as Tuy Hoa South that lay a few kilometers south of town, 
as well as the base camp of the 173rd Airborne and the 
South Korean 26th Infantry Regiment just beyond, near 
the hamlet of Phu Hiep. Hanoi’s objective was to decapi-
tate the South Vietnamese government. If all went ac-
cording to plan, Le’s forces could grab a victory before 
U.S. and South Korean troops were able to bring their 

 
When the base camp of the ARVN 47th Infantry came 
under mortar attack at 1:30 a.m. on Jan. 30, the deputy 
province senior adviser, Lt. Col. Vernon J. Walters, 
alerted the 173rd Airborne that the city was under as-
sault. The province chief, Lt. Col. Nguyen Van Ba, sent 
word to the South Vietnamese regional headquarters in 
Pleiku City and then ordered the 47th Regiment com-
mander to muster all the troops he had in the city for its 
defense. The shelling lasted for 20 minutes. When it 
ended, the U.S. and South Vietnamese soldiers in Tuy Hoa 
braced themselves for a ground attack. What followed 
instead was a strange, pregnant silence.

Le and his 200 men strained their ears, hoping to hear 
the sounds of battle as the Viet Cong of the 85th Local 
Force Battalion began their attack. Ten minutes passed, 
and then 20. The silence stretched on until two hours and 

-
tack at 4 a.m., knowing that the coming daylight would 
soon expose his position. Unknown to the North Vietnam-
ese battalion commander, the 85th Local Force Battalion 
turned back for home after running afoul of a South Viet-
namese outpost on its approach to the city. The Viet Cong 

agents in the city chose to remain in hiding, 
knowing that it would be suicidal to emerge 
without the 85th to support them. The  
5th Battalion was on its own.

One of Le’s companies headed for the U.S. 
artillery base, while the remaining two com-
panies veered south to attack the prisoner 

managed to penetrate the western side of the 
artillery base despite taking severe casual-
ties from the U.S. perimeter guards and the 
twin Dusters. The North Vietnamese attack-
ers seized one of the outer bunkers and 

damaging its barrel with a grenade before 

soldiers of Battery C created a new defensive 
line to contain the enemy, holding them to a 

30-meter pocket and preventing any attackers from 

headquarters. 
About 200 meters to the south, the main body of the 

5th Battalion was having problems as it tried to overrun 
the POW compound. A few NVA soldiers got into a guard 
tower at the northwestern corner of the facility, but none 
of the attackers penetrated the jail itself. Under constant 

-
nist troops took cover in a drainage ditch along the west-
ern side of the compound. Le ordered his men to hold 
their position in hopes that the 85th Battalion would still 
make its appearance and break the stalemate.

That decision sealed the fate of his unit. At 5:10 a.m., 
an AC-47 “Spooky” gunship arrived from Nha Trang, and 

Le had left his mortar crews. Ninety minutes later, two 
CH-47 Chinook helicopters and a group of UH-1D Iroquois 
“Huey” helicopters began arriving at Tuy Hoa North with 
two platoons from Company D of the 4th Battalion, 503rd 
Infantry Regiment, the 173rd Airborne’s ready reaction 

helicopters, but all of Company D landed safely. Le and 
his men were now trapped on the northern edge of Tuy 
Hoa City, unable to retreat to the mountains with the 
Spooky and several Huey gunships prowling overhead 
and ARVN troops from the 47th Regiment moving into 
blocking positions to the west. 

Company D’s commander, Capt. Jim Jackson, sent his 
2nd Platoon into the artillery compound to push out the 
North Vietnamese attackers. As the American troops ad-
vanced on the enemy salient, one of the Dusters used its 
40 mm cannon to demolish the machine gun bunker the 
attackers had seized earlier that morning. Grenades and 

soldiers who clung to the western perimeter of the com-
pound, but not before an enemy bullet mortally wounded 
Lt. Col. Robert E. Whitbeck, commander of the 173rd Air-
borne’s 3rd Battalion, 319th Field Artillery Regiment, R
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Big asset
The North Vietnamese hoped they could 
knock out Tuy Hoa’s artillery pieces, which 
included 8-inch howitzers, such as this one 
in northern South Vietnam in 1970. 
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-

-

-

-
-

-
-

-

Lay of the land
The North Vietnamese 5th Battalion, striking from a 
position to the right of the frame, attacked the artillery 
and prison compounds, until a vigorous American 
response forced the battered unit to retreat to Binh Tinh.  

American casualty
Enemy rifle fire stuck Lt. Col. Robert E. 
Whitbeck of the 173rd Airborne. 
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U.S. artillery compound

U.S. radar site

Prison compound
Binh Tinh hamlet

The story of the 5th Battalion
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Manning the wall
Hard fighting rocked the 
city of Hue from the initial 
Tet attacks of Jan. 31, 1968, 
until the end of February.  
On Feb. 4, these Marines 
crouched behind a wall 
near an old fortress, called 
the Citadel, respond to 
heavy sniper fire.
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Excerpted from Hue 1968: A Turning 
Point of the American War in 
Vietnam. Copyright 2017 by Mark 
Bowden. Reprinted with the permission 
of the publisher, Atlantic Monthly 
Press, an imprint of Grove Atlantic Inc. 
All rights reserved.

By Mark Bowden

After enemy forces stormed the city, 
U.S. Marines were dispatched to relieve 

a besieged American base

PINNED  DOWN  
IN  HUE

hen the shooting started at 2:30 a.m. on 
Jan. 31, 1968, during the Tet celebration of 
the Lunar New Year, U.S. Army radioman 
Frank Doezema was on guard duty in the 
northwest tower of the Hue compound that 

housed Military Assistance Command, Vietnam, a Saigon-based or-
ganization that directed American combat forces in the country. 
Below was Duy Tan Street—the stretch of Highway 1 that passed 
through the city. To the north on a clear night you could see past the 
white walls of the two-story Hue University to the Huong River, the 
Truong Tien Bridge, and across the water the Citadel, a walled for-
tress that was once the seat of a Vietnamese empire. 

Doezema saw North Vietnamese Army soldiers moving in the 

rocket tubes, Doezema raked them with an ear-shattering blast of 
his machine gun. Those who did not fall dragged the others back. A 
few minutes later they came again, he raked them once more, and 
once more he drove them back. 

The shooting shocked the sleepy compound awake. Some of the 
roughly 400 men staying there were combat veterans, but most were 
not. The compound was considered a rear post, a transit stopover for 

troops in the 1st Division of the Army of the Republic of Vietnam. It 

W

BETTMANN/GETTY IMAGES
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Casualties of Hue 
A tank rolls past two 

Vietnamese bodies and 
the remains of a cart.

-

-

-

  
 “Something is going on,” -

 

-

-

-

-

-

Gung-ho
Capt. (later Col.) 
Gordon Batcheller 
“saddled up” for  
the drive to Hue.
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1

1

Railroad 
Bridge

Truong 
Tien 

Bridge

MACV
Compound

Hue 
University

Tay Loc 

Imperial
Palace

First ARVN 
Division 

Headquaters

Huong River

(Perfume River)

M45 Quadmounts—the Marines called them Quad 50s—a 
standard 2½-ton cargo truck with four .50-caliber machine 

an astonishing 1,800 rounds per minute. The men rode in 
“six-by-sixes,” rugged six-wheel drive trucks painted with 

little protection; the slats were there mostly to keep loads 

They rode for two hours in wet, cold darkness and then 
stopped in the middle of nowhere. There was no sign of the 
needy ARVN unit. Batcheller’s commanders in Phu Bai told 
him to turn around and head in the opposite direction, back 
through the base and up Highway 1 through Hue to a point 
farther north, where they were to link up with an Army unit.   

Lance Cpl. Mike Anderegg was farther up Highway 1. He 

-

mounted Pattons. They were on their way to the boat ramp 
in Hue, where they were supposed to be loaded onto boats 
and shipped north. 

But as the tanks approached the southern tip of the tri-
angle, they came upon the column of incinerated ARVN 

Lt. Col. Ed LaMontagne, who had hitched a ride with them, 
initiative with whatever forces were at hand.

Batcheller received an order to “saddle up” his com-
pany on trucks, pronto, and head south. An ARVN unit 
on the way to Da Nang needed help. Pvt. John Ligato 
hadn’t even had time to dry his socks. He had been 
walking around with wet feet for days, so as soon as he 

wrung out his socks, and hung them up to dry. He was 
told he’d be back by noon, so he left them. 

-
lowed by two Army Dusters: light armored vehicles with 

-
plosive rounds per minute. They also had two Army 

Rapid firing support
Marine relief units headed to Hue 
traveled with Quadmounts, trucks 
carrying four .50-caliber machine guns.

Wreckage 
of war
An abandoned 
jeep provides 
some cover for 
Marines 
fighting in the 
streets of Hue.TO

P
: B

E
T

T
M

A
N

N
/G

E
T

T
Y 

IM
A

G
E

S
; I

N
S

E
T:

 U
.S

.A
R

M
Y;

 M
A

P
: P

A
U

L 
FI

S
H

E
R

; B
O

T
TO

M
 R

IG
H

T:
 B

E
T

T
T

M
A

N
N

/G
E

T
T

Y 
IM

A
G

E
S

 

Tough crossing
The Truong Tien Bridge across the Huong 
River (Perfume River to Americans) was 
destroyed by Communist fighters leaving Hue. 
These Vietnamese walk down the damaged 
span toward transports to the other side.
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was in charge by default. He didn’t like the look of those 
destroyed tanks and had about decided to return to Phu 

-
sulted with LaHue’s command center. They were to pro-
ceed to the MACV compound, which was under siege. 
They started north again, more cautiously now. 

Batcheller stood behind the turret on one of the tanks. 
He saw what appeared to be enemy soldiers in the distance 
moving parallel to the road. Tanks were vulnerable unless 
surrounded by infantry to prevent attackers from getting 

green fatigues began walking alongside, behind and in 
front of the tanks. The captain swiftly changed his mind 

-
cles, they could move faster. So they reboarded the trucks. 
The convoy sped up.

big holes in it from the satchel charges that had failed to 
bring it down. The Marines drove across warily, and a 
short distance farther, in the city now, they approached a 
cluster of two-story houses close to the road on both sides. 

the circle were six ARVN tanks and an armored personnel 
carrier, remnants of the stray ARVN column. All of them 
were empty, and most were badly damaged.

started from all sides. A man walking behind Batcheller 
-

He tumbled from the impact and came to rest at the base 
of the tree, tangled in a coil of barbed wire. He had been hit 
with three rounds in his right arm and leg. A bullet had 
gone straight through the leg, breaking his femur and leav-
ing a great open gash. Tangled in the wire, he could not 
move. He shouted to his men to stay clear. 

Batcheller bellowed to his gunnery sergeant, John 
Canley, that Canley was now in command. Most of the 

side too. The Dusters and Quad 50s were blasting away, 
but there were too many targets. The men of the 3rd Pla-

Gonzalez, a wiry Texas sergeant, their acting platoon 
leader, stood beside a tree looking down at them. He sig-
naled that they were going to charge.

The houses sheltering the enemy were to their left. 
Gonzalez was not going to charge straight at them; he 
wanted his men to get to the ditch on the far side of the 
road and sprint north until they were outside the sweep 
of the machine guns. Then they could reach the houses’ 

-
cidal. But on Gonzalez’s count of three, the men got up 

from the Quad 50s and the Dusters enabled most of  

the closest structure, and his squad must have taken the 
gunners inside by surprise because he emerged with an 

More than half of Alpha Company was dead or wounded. 
-

cus Gravel, their battalion commander, with his opera-

chaplain, Richard Lyons. Behind them was a long convoy 
of trucks. Gravel had thrown it together and headed north 
after hearing still more alarming reports from Hue.

Capt. Chuck Meadows’ Golf Company was not part of 
Gravel’s command, but it was available. Gravel said, 

Meadows told his men to travel light. Soon out of the 

moving on Highway 1. Ordinarily during Tet the road by 
that time of morning was busy with people on bikes or 
walking. Then they came across the burned-out ARVN 

on the street where Batcheller’s convoy had been. 
They came to an abrupt halt when they caught up to 

Dusters and Quad 50s were still roaring. There were dead 
and wounded scattered about. 

the base of a tree, badly wounded, he forgot his spiritual 

opposite rice paddy. Batcheller waved him back.

to move it alongside the downed captain, enabling four 
Marines to reach him. Navy hospital corpsman Michael 
Ker and Ligato, the Marine who’d left his socks behind, 
and two others knelt alongside the big captain, freed him 
from the wire’s barbs and eased him onto a poncho. 
Ligato saw Batcheller go white and close his eyes. He 

On the count of three
Sgt. Freddy Gonzalez led his men on a charge 
into houses filled with enemy shooters.
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thought the captain was dying. They lifted 
him and ran. They set Batcheller down be-
hind Gravel’s jeep, and Ker splinted his right 
leg with a shovel. 

to race into an Esso station at the roundabout. 
He found a city map on a wall inside and 
grabbed it.

Enemy soldiers could be seen moving 
across the road behind them, and, worried 

all the wounded to be put on one truck, and 
all of the dead on another. Bloody men torn 
to pieces, missing limbs, conscious or just 
barely conscious, were hastily loaded. Gunny Canley, who 
had a shrapnel wound to his face, arrived carrying Patrick 
Fraleigh, a private whom he had dragged to cover, shield-
ing him partly with his own body. He went to work packing 

man stopped breathing.
After making a U-turn, the two trucks made a run for 

it. When they barreled back through the gauntlet, the pas-

Gravel and Meadows watched the two trucks disappear 

than they had anticipated. Checking the gas station map, 
they saw that the MACV compound was close. Up ahead 

could also see many uniformed enemy soldiers. For all his 
time in Vietnam, Meadows had only rarely laid eyes on 

ragged, poorly dressed and poorly armed. These were well-
equipped and clearly had plenty of ammo because they 
were using it at a good clip. As the convoy started forward 

The convoy was stuck. There was an enemy spotter and 
machine gun in the spire of a Catholic church to the west 

Alpha and Golf companies did not dare remount the vehi-
cles, but it was also too dangerous to stay where they were. 
One of the tanks slowly aimed its gun and took one shot, 
which removed the top of the spire. 

LaMontagne, who recognized the increasingly urban 
streets and had been to the MACV compound before, rec-
ommended to Gravel that he be allowed to take two of the 
tanks and sprint ahead. They could bring back help.

A cheer went up inside the compound when LaMontagne 
and the tanks sped through the front gate. It was as if the 
cavalry had just ridden over the hill. But as he quickly 
explained to the compound’s commander, Adkisson, it was 
the rescuers who needed rescuing.

Coolican, Breth and Fred Drew, an Army lieutenant, 
commandeered trucks and with hastily recruited volun-
teers raced back down Highway 1 with LaMontagne, tak-

and Meadows and the remnants of Alpha and Golf were 

Marines to move again. The able-bodied heaved their dead 
and wounded aboard the vehicles and then climbed up 
themselves. On the short drive to the compound they saw 
many bodies to the west of the road, where they had been 

-
haustible number of enemy soldiers, since shooting from 
that direction had hardly slowed. 

The convoy limped through the front gate of the com-
pound, the shattered remains of the two convoys that had 
left Phu Bai hours earlier. Meanwhile, at Task Force 
X-Ray’s headquarters, the two trucks Gravel sent back 

 
others at the base hospital and then lost consciousness.

Fraliegh, the Marine whom Canley had tried to rescue, 
was placed with the other dead outside the morgue, until 
an orderly happened by and the corpse spoke up. “Good 
afternoon, Marine,” Fraleigh said.

“We’ve got a live one!” the man screamed, and Fraleigh 
was hurried into surgery.

It was just past 3 p.m. The bloodied Marines of Alpha 
and Golf had seen more combat than any of them had ever 
before encountered in Vietnam. And their day wasn’t over.

Feb. 25 after the NVA had retreated.] V

Mark Bowden is the author of 13 books, including New 
York Times best-seller Black Hawk Down.

On the move
Marines are trucked to a 

command post in Hue.

Gunning for the enemy
Marines walk behind an M48 tank whose guns 
are aimed over an outer wall of the Citadel. 
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THE LAST STAND
A small band of military broadcasters in Hue 

fought gallantly against the Tet onslaught 
By Rick Fredericksen

5OF DETACHMENT



ARMY PUBLIC AFFAIRS HALL OF FAME

Happier days
Eight broadcasters with American Forces Vietnam 
Network’s Detachment 5 playfully pose for a 
photograph in front of their Hue TV station in 
1967. The five standing on the right were attacked  
in their quarters during the 1968 Tet Offensive. 
They are, starting at far right, James DiBernardo, 
Courtney Niles, John Anderson, Harry Ettmueller 
and Don Gouin. 
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Air time
 Spec. 4 John Bagwell 
works the dials in the  
1st Cavalry Division’s 

radio studio in An Khe.  
A few weeks later he  

was transferred to Hue.

Quiet moment
Sgt. 1st Class Don Gouin  
takes a break outside 
Detachment 5’s TV 
trailer, which housed  
a transmitter and  
small news studio.

V I E T N A M44

Left in ruins
The sleeping quarters 
of the American 
broadcasters was the 
scene of a five-day 
standoff culminating in 
a 16-hour final assault.

Left standing
The American 
Forces TV station 
was in a compound 
that also housed  
a Vietnamese 
broadcasting 
operation. The 
building survived  
the Tet attacks.
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ntroducing television to South Vietnam’s 
northernmost provinces was doomed 
from the start. For the pioneers assigned 

to build the American Forces Vietnam Network’s most 
remote broadcast facility, there was trouble even before 
they arrived: While still in Saigon, an AFVN engineer was 
badly injured in a grenade attack and evacuated out of 
the country. 

South Vietnam’s third largest city. The Viet Cong 

later, the TV tower collapsed when a fuel truck backed 

foreshadowed the detachment’s tragic demise in a 
Communist assault, which would seal a poignant place 
for AFVN in broadcasting history. 

By the time of the Tet holiday celebrating the Lunar 

(Airmobile) to help begin the detachment’s new radio 
service. Spec. 5 Steven Stroub and Spec. 4 John Bagwell, 
who had been working at the 1st Air Cav’s own radio 
station at An Khe in the central part of the country, were 
reassigned to AFVN, assuring that American radio would 
be there for the troops when the division moved to Camp 

alert by Military Assistance Command, Vietnam, which 
oversaw military operations throughout South Vietnam. 

of only two survivors of the attack still living, remembers 
the ominous signs. “With all my contacts, they kept telling 
me you don’t want to be here for Tet,” he said. “You need 

have been ABC’s Combat and The Fugitive, according to 
a published TV schedule.

The station’s eight-man team of military broadcasters 
and a visiting civilian engineer, Courtney Niles, an Army 
veteran employed by NBC International, worked out of 

Vietnamese television station. It was the former residence 
of the U.S. consul.

The Americans were sleeping in their billet, a villa one 

loose” in the pre-dawn hours of Jan. 31, recalls Bagwell,  
the other remaining survivor. “We had a pretty good view  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
from our back door,” he said. “We could actually see the 
attack going on.” 

Cong guerillas, who took control of large sections of 
the city. 

Enemy gunners targeted the television station on the 

said. “They told us to stay put. Fighting, they thought, was 

We were on our own at that point.” 

“We could see them out there every now and then 

others were armed with a hodgepodge of weapons that 

in limited quantities. 
In addition to Ettmueller’s M14, the defenders had a 

.45-caliber pistol, a 12-gauge shotgun, a heavy M60 

never issued its M79 grenade launcher, Ettmueller 

didn’t need it because we were in the city.”
The men took up positions inside the house to secure 

the entry points. They had C rations, drinking water and 
even a transoceanic radio that was their link to the 
outside world as they listened to AFVN radio broadcasting 
from Saigon. Bagwell was guarding the window in the 
bedroom where he slept. “We eluded them for a couple of 
days and actually thought that we would eventually be 
rescued,” he said.

“As far as they knew, the whole city had been taken,” 
Ettmueller said. “They came buzzing over, and the door 

 
With no warning, an enemy soldier appeared in front of 

kid, probably 10, 11, 12 years old,” Bagwell thought. “I 
could hear one of the bullets go by my right ear, and a 
second later another bullet went past my left ear and the 
kid was shaking.” Poor marksmanship saved Bagwell. 
“When he shot at me I realized I’ve got to kill this kid or 
he’s going to kill me, so I shot him and he fell in front of 
the window.”

I



As the radio played, Bagwell heard an AFVN newscast. 
“Someone they were interviewing, I think it was [MACV 
commander Gen. William] Westmoreland, said, ‘Oh yes, 
we knew that this was going to happen in Hue.’ We looked 
at each other and thought, ‘We wish you’d told us.’”

hostile soldiers outside surrounded them and gathered 
for a mass attack. A salvo of three or four rocket-propelled 
grenades signaled the start of the assault. “One B40 
[rocket] went right through the window,” Ettmueller said, 

crashed down on top of Tom Young,” a Marine sergeant 
and the station’s newscaster. The other men in the villa 

Ettmueller added.

attacker, carrying a satchel with explosives, tried to get 

explosion splattered the parked AFVN pickup truck. 
Army Sgt. 1st Class John Anderson, the noncommissioned 

Anderson, Marine Cpl. John Deering and Army Sgt. 

The most potent weapon the Americans possessed, 

and was promptly discarded. Ettmueller picked apart 

took up a shielding position at the 

“They were coming up and trying to 
throw grenades in the window,” he 

with my M14. I had it on rock ’n’ roll 
[fully automatic].” After daylight, 
Ettmueller discovered a dud enemy 

The 16-hour assault had extended 

day. Injuries were mounting for the 

of food and water were now exhausted. 

Street fight
Marine riflemen and 
tank crews watch for 
North Vietnamese 
Army troops in Hue 
on Feb. 4, 1968.

V I E T N A M46

Uphill battle
Fighting rages among  
the rubble of Hue’s historic 
fortress, the Citadel. 
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Detachment 5 
Roster

Killed in action
Thomas Young,

Courtney Niles,

Executed
Steven Stroub,

POWs 
John Deering,

Donat “Don” Gouin

James DiBernardo,

John Anderson,

Harry Ettmueller,  

Escaped
John Bagwell,
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married. I want to have kids. I want to get out of this.” He 
slipped out of the church and was slogging through rice 
paddies when danger appeared overhead. “An American 
helicopter started shining a light on me. I would stop, and 
I would move, and they would move their light.” That cat-
and-mouse pursuit continued for more than an hour. “I 
thought, I’ve made it this far, and the Americans are 
going to kill me thinking I’m a Vietnamese.” The chopper 
moved on.

Wounded and cold, Bagwell crawled to a ravine and 
waited across from a U.S. Army unit until morning came.

“The sun comes up, I sneezed, and these guys have no 

kind of waved it in the air, jumped up and said, ‘For God’s 

challenged whether he really was an American. “With this 
Okie [Oklahoma] accent you can’t tell? I’m John Bagwell.” 
The soldiers said they thought he was dead and had been 
looking for his body. 

Mike Larson, who worked with him at the 1st Air Cav’s 

Evans right after the ordeal. “I think he was probably a 
little shell-shocked, as you can imagine,” Larson said. “We 
were soldiers. We carried a weapon, but pretty much did 
our shooting with cameras.” 

Bagwell said he counted a dozen times when he should 
have been killed. His good fortune continued in the days 
after his escape. A nurse told him his leg would have to 
be amputated because of his untreated foot injury, but it 
healed. Months later, Bagwell learned from a friend that 
on the night he left for Saigon, his tent was shelled and 
the soldier who took his bunk died instantly. “God has 
allowed me to live for some strange reason.”

Back home in Ardmore, Oklahoma, Bagwell discovered 
that his mother had saved a Newsweek magazine with an 
article about a Vietnamese priest executed in Hue for 

hiding an American. “I’m pretty sure that would have 
been him and they were referring to me,” Bagwell 
presumed. “I could have been a prisoner of war easily.”

Ettmueller and the other four survivors of 

harsh, barefoot march up the Ho Chi Minh Trail. They 
endured the squalor and abuse that was common for 
Americans held in North Vietnam’s most infamous 
prisons. Ettmueller came home with nightmares and 
what he called war souvenirs: “Every now and then a 
piece of shrapnel will pop out of my leg.” 

Deering, the detachment’s program director, survived 

perfect radio station entirely in his mind, according to 

it and managed it. The imaginary project became the 

Anderson, the NCO in charge at the station, conducted 
a similar mental exercise in solitary. “He built a radio 

windows, even installing the wiring and equipment,” 

were released with a group freed in March 1973, 

Niagara Falls, New York. 

of the remaining survivors are more than 70 years old, 
and some pleasant memories of Vietnam emerge. 
Ettmueller recalls using a 16 mm projector to show 
movies on a wall for the kids in Hue: “They liked Combat 
and Batman.” Ettmueller returned to Hue in 2017 but 

gone back to college to study history.
Bagwell talked about his DJ days when he was a 

Explosive situation
Bombs blast a moat 
that goes around the 
walls of the Citadel.

Brothers in arms
Marines assist a wounded 
comrade in a Hue courtyard 
after a Viet Cong attack.
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There is conflicting infor-
mation on whether the 
defenders of American 
Forces Vietnam Network 
Detachment 5 sabotaged 
the facility to keep a 
functioning TV station 
from falling into enemy 
hands. Engineer Harry  
Ettmueller says he is not 
aware of it, but announcer 
Thomas Young’s biography 
at macoi.net claims “they 
disabled the radio and TV 
equipment just before a se-
ries of RPGs [rocket-pro-
pelled grenades] struck.” 

When AFVN personnel 
came to recover the broad-
casting van later, they 
found the TV trailer inoper-
able: The power line was 
sheared off, several shots 
had been fired into the an-
tenna cable and camera ad-
justments were turned out 
of alignment.

The AFVN operation in 
Hue was ill-equipped. The 
men had insufficient weap-
onry and no field radio at 
their barracks, according to 
Ettmueller. “We got very lit-

tle support from Saigon.  
Nobody wanted to come up 
there because they were 
afraid.” An after-action re-
port written by AFVN’s Capt. 
R.W. Johnson reads, “Due to 
the profile of the quarter’s 
area and the surrounding 
terrain, it appears to be an 
impossible area to defend 
against the number of 
troops and fire power of the 
enemy.” 

If the broadcasters had 
held out just a little  
longer they would have 

been rescued. A U.S.  
patrol with a military pho-
tographer arrived at the TV 
station less than two hours 
after the Americans fled, 
and the cameraman told 
Bagwell “the bodies [of the 
Americans] were still warm, 
the house was still smok-
ing.” Waiting for help was 
not an option, Bagwell said. 
“They [the North Vietnam-
ese troops] were coming  
in the back door as I  
physically went out the 
front door.”
—Rick Fredericksen

Epilogue

popular radio personality with the 1st Air Cav at An Khe 
and listeners knew him by his on-air moniker “The 
Scrawny Thing.” He chuckled, “I weighed 108 pounds.” 
Bagwell said he has told his story hundreds of times at 
veterans ceremonies, churches and schools. “Quite 

I’ve relived it, and I’m grateful every day.” 
For a half-century, the harrowing account of this 

band of broadcasters at No. 6 Tran Duc St. has received 
only limited exposure in the literary world and none on 
the big screen. Bagwell would like to correct that. He 
wants to get together with Ettmueller and work on a 
manuscript. 

Ten years ago, Detachment 5 was inducted into the 

battle gear standing in front of the Hue television 
station. The broadcasters are in good company; other 
inductees include General of the Army Douglas 

information, and Pulitzer Prize-winning cartoonist Sgt. 

In 2017, the U.S. military’s worldwide broadcasting 
service, now known as the American Forces Network 
honored Detachment 5 in an article commemorating 

wrote, “AFVN Detachment 5 remains the only unit in 
AFN history to take one hundred percent casualties.” V

Forces Vietnam Network in 1969-70. His new e-book is 
Broadcasters: Untold Chaos. 

Out of the fight
One Marine pulls 
another off the crumbled 
Citadel wall to get 
medical care.
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FLYING 
TO 

THE 
FUTURE

Vietnam changed the way America wages war in the air
by Jon Guttman 
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Wartime use of aircraft began with French observation 
balloons in 1794 and the Italians using airplanes for the 
same purpose in 1911. World War I saw the combat roles 

duels for control of the sky. Radar and helicopters de-
buted in World War II, and their roles were expanded 
during the Cold War and combat in Korea. By the time 
the United States became fully involved in Vietnam, 
combat aircraft had matured to become a reliable, ubiq-
uitous and even essential element in warfare.

without  the crucial support of airplanes or helicopters 

their strategy and tactics to ways of countering or 
avoiding air attacks, a new and unprecedented varia-
tion of the guerrilla warfare that Vietnamese had prac-
ticed against foreign intruders for centuries.

in airborne technology, including more versatility in 
helicopter warfare, deadlier aerial ordnance, more 
sophisticated intelligence gathering and “smart 
bombs.” 

Many of today’s aerial weaponry underwent their 
-

ucts of the era are still making their presence felt, 

the enemy or in the lives saved by critically swift 
medevac choppers. V



Rotary revolution
Negotiating the highlands, marshes and jungles of 
Vietnam was a major challenge that U.S. forces 
largely overcame with helicopters, such as those 
shown here supporting a South Vietnamese 
assault on a Viet Cong stronghold near Tay Ninh 
in 1965. Two other roles of helicopters came of age 
in Vietnam as copters performed search and 
rescues of downed airmen and the medical 
evacuation (medevac) of wounded soldiers, 
who reached hospitals in an average of 35 
minutes, giving them a 98 percent chance 
of survival. Although groundfire took  
a terrible toll on helicopters, the 
development of gunships armed  
with a wide range of weapons like 
Gatling-style guns improved the 
odds. All these elements were 
integrated in the 1st Cavalry 
Division (Airmobile), whose 
name speaks for itself.
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Air-to-air advances
The U.S. bombing of North Vietnam compelled Hanoi to develop a defensive triad combining anti-aircraft artillery and 
groundfire; Soviet SA-2 surface-to-air missiles, or SAMs; and a fighter force of MiG-17s, MiG-19s and MiG-21s. American 
fighters were more advanced, with sophisticated radar sensors and radar-guided AIM-7 Sparrow missiles, yet many 
encounters became old-fashioned dogfights. Aces arose on both sides, including the U.S. Air Force F-4 Phantom team of 
Steve Ritchie and Charles DeBellevue, above. Some fighters, such as the Vought F-8E Crusader, below, packed 20 mm 
cannons. Specialized two-seat F-105 “Wild Weasels” sought out and destroyed the radar sites used to guide enemy SAMs. 
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By the time 
the United 
States be-
came fully 
involved in 
Vietnam, 
combat 
aircraft had 
matured to 
become a  
reliable, 
ubiquitous 
and even 
essential 
element in 
warfare. 



Intelligence gathering
American efforts to  
pinpoint a stealthy  
enemy’s location led to 
numerous technological 
advances. In the Igloo 
White program, “air  
delivered seismic detec-
tion sensors,” like this one 
being dropped from a 
CH-3 helicopter, were 
scattered along the Ho 
Chi Minh Trail to detect 
North Vietnamese  
movements. Reconnais-
sance efforts included  
artillery-spotting O-1 Bird 
Dogs and Misty jets; 
EC-121 airborne early 
warning and control  
surveillance aircraft,or 
AWACS, below;  
unmanned photo- 
reconnaissance drones; 
and the supersonic SR-71 
Blackbird spy plane,  
virtually undetectable 
by radar.
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Building a smarter bomb
The United States dropped more bombs on Vietnam than it did on Germany and Japan combined in 
World War II. The 2,000-pound Mark 84 or BLU (bomb live unit) 117 was standard ordnance on 
planes from F-105D fighter-bombers to the big B-52 bombers. The 15,000-pound BLU-82B “Daisy 
Cutter” was used to blast away foliage—or massed enemy troops. But the technological breakthrough, 
especially for pinpoint strikes on bridges, was the GBU (guided bomb unit), a Mark 84 that the crew 
could guide by laser to its target. The GBU-10 Paveway, above on F-4Ds of the 497th Tactical Fighter 
Squadron and below in close-up, launched a line of ever-more-precise “smart bombs.”

KILLER TECH



We’ve all had nights when we just can’t lie down in 
bed and sleep, whether it’s from heartburn, cardiac 
problems, hip or back aches – it could be a variety 
of reasons. Those are the nights we’d give anything 
for a comfortable chair to sleep in, one that reclines 
to exactly the right degree, raises feet and legs to 
precisely the desired level, supports the head and 
shoulders properly, operates easily even in the 
dead of night, and sends a hopeful sleeper right 
off to dreamland.

Our Perfect Sleep Chair® is just the chair to do it 
all. It’s a chair, true – the finest of lift chairs – but this 
chair is so much more! It’s designed to provide total 
comfort and relaxation not found in other chairs. It 
can’t be beat for comfortable, long-term sitting, TV 
viewing, relaxed reclining and – yes! – peaceful sleep. 

Our chair’s recline technology 
allows you to pause the chair in 
an infinite number of positions, 
including the Trendelenburg 
position and the zero gravity 

position where your body 
experiences a minimum of 
internal and external stresses. 
You’ll love the other benefits, 

too: It helps with correct spinal 
alignment, promotes back 

pressure relief, and encourages 
better posture to prevent 
back and muscle pain. 

And there’s more! The overstuffed, oversized biscuit 
style back and unique seat design will cradle you in 
comfort.  Generously filled, wide armrests provide 
enhanced arm support when sitting or reclining. The 
high and low heat settings along with the multiple 
massage settings, can provide a soothing relaxation 
you might get at a spa – just imagine getting all that 
in a lift chair! It even has a battery backup in case of a 
power outage. Shipping charge includes white glove 
delivery. Professionals will deliver the chair to the 
exact spot in your home where you want it, unpack 
it, inspect it, test it, position it, and even carry the 
packaging away! Includes one year service warranty 
and your choice of fabrics and colors – Call now!

The Perfect Sleep Chair®

1-877-718-2590
Please mention code 107561 when ordering.

© 2017 fi rst STREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc.

“To you, it’s the perfect lift chair. To me, 
it’s the best sleep chair I’ve ever had.”  

— J. Fitzgerald, VA

Easy-to-use remote for 
massage, heat, recline and lift

Sit up, lie down — 
and anywhere 

in between!

This lift chair puts you 
safely on your feet! 

DuraLux II Microfi ber

Long Lasting DuraLux Leather 
Tan Chocolate Burgundy Black Blue

Burgundy Cashmere Fern Chocolate Indigo
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Enemy confusion
It’s a common misperception 
that  the North Vietnamese 
Army and Viet Cong guerrillas,  
shown here in 1967, conducted 
well-planned and coordinated 
attacks, says Edwin E. Moïse.

MYTH-BUSTING    
THE   TET   OFFENSIVE

The Myths of Tet:  
The Most Misunderstood 
Event of the Vietnam War
By Edwin E. Moïse, 
University of Kansas 
Press, 2017

56 V I E T N A M

Fought across the length and breadth of 

ended in a military defeat for the Com-
munists but, according to conventional 
wisdom, crippled President Lyndon B. 
Johnson politically and undermined pub-
lic support for the war because of its scale 
and casualties. While broadly correct, 
the accepted narrative gets key aspects 

Moïse demonstrates forcefully in The 
Myths of Tet.

In Vietnam, the U.S. military relied 
on statistical metrics—including the 
oft-derided “body count” and routine 
intelligence estimates of enemy combat 
strength—to measure progress on the 

Military Assistance Command, Vietnam, 
under pressure from elements inside the 
organization and the Johnson admin-

istration, were engaged in a deliberate 
attempt to falsify estimates of enemy 
combat forces listed in the monthly Order 
of Battle Summary. Analysts at the CIA 
argued that the MACV numbers grossly 
underestimated enemy strength in South 
Vietnam. 

Mining a dizzying array of archival 
materials, Moïse, a history professor at 
Clemson University, covers the “order of 
battle” dispute in exceptional detail and 
exposes the depths to which MACV falsi-

Stunningly, MACV later acknowledged 
that Communist forces in South Vietnam 
in February 1968, after nearly a month 
of heavy casualties, still exceeded the  
enemy-strength estimates released before 
the attacks. 

The lower estimates reinforced the 
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A lesson in leadership
Gen. Hal Moore distilled 
core principles of 
leadership from his 
military experience.
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Self-Propelled  
Anti-Aircraft Guns  
of the Soviet Union
by Mike Guardia, Osprey  
Publishing, 2014

A Soviet weapons system never 
matched by the United States was 
the self-propelled anti-aircraft gun, 

or SPAAG. Although the M42 Duster with its 
twin 40 mm cannons saw plenty of use, includ-
ing in Vietnam, it was a “fair weather warrior,” 

lacking the radar that gave SPAAGs the 
ability to hit high-speed attack aircraft 
and made them a mainstay in armored 
and motorized units. 

Self-Propelled Anti-Aircraft Guns of 
the Soviet Union, No. 222 of Osprey’s New 
Vanguard series, traces the SPAAG’s evo-
lution from the too-late-for-World War II 
ZSU-37 to the missile- and gun-armed 
9K22 Tunguska, known in NATO as the 
Grison. 

The pages that the author, a veteran 
-

nam- nam focus primarily on the ZSU-57-2, a 
self-contained tracked vehicle whose  
radar-directed twin 57 mm cannons pre-

sented a formidable threat to American and South 
Vietnamese aircraft trying to destroy tanks used by the 
North Vietnamese during an invasion in the spring of 1972. 

Arguably the Soviets’ deadliest tracked SPAAG, the ZSU-
23-4, was a late arrival that came just in time to assist 

-
cidental irony that the ZSU-23-4 would see extensive use 
against ground targets during the Soviet Union’s “Vietnam,” 
when SPAAAGs engaged Afghan mujahedeen who were 
launching ambushes from the mountain heights.
—Jon Guttman 

Thirty-one 
great, original, 
gut-wrenching songs 
written and sung by 
John Black from the 
heart.

FEATURING

JOHN BLACK
2 Tour Vietnam Vet 
1967, 1971-72

MEET ME IN 
VIETNAM

Visit John Black’s website at www.meetmeinvietnam.net
Two-CD set available at www.cdbaby.com or  

Order directly from John Black at 206-353-0979

Go to YouTube for latest John Black Music Videos: 
Dear Dad, and I’m Just Hangin’ On

Soviet-built ZSU-23-4



            • 101st Airborne  A Shau Valley 1969-71, 60 min.
• 101st Airborne Div. In Vietnam, 90 min.

• 5th Infantry Div. Vietnam 1968-70, 45 min.
• 1st Inf. Div: Vietnam & Germany, 102 min.

• 196th Light Infantry Brigade, 52 min.         
• 198th Light Infantry Brigade, 60 min. 

• 173rd Airborne Battle for Dak To, 50 min. 
• Military Police (MPs) Vietnam, 70 min.

• 9th Infantry Division In Vietnam, 60 min.
• Huey UH-1: Training to Vietnam, 115 min.

• Army Helicopter Units Vietnam, 90 min.
• 1st Infantry Div. Search/Destroy Missions, 60 min. 

• 173rd Airborne Brigade in Vietnam, 60 min.
• Army Artillerymen in Vietnam: Fire Support & FBS, 80 min.

• Army Basic at Fort Ord & Advanced Training 1960s, 90 minutes
• 199th Light Infantry Brigade 1967-70, 60 min.

Army 
In 

Vie tnam

• Marines 1965/ Ops Starlite/Harvest Moon, 90 min.
• Marines 1966, Ops Macon/Hastings/Prairie, 70 min.

• Marines 1967 with Op Independence, 90 min.
• Marines 1968, Op. Baxter Gardens, 80 min.

• San Diego Boot Camp ‘69 & 73, 45 min.
• Parris Island Boot Camp 1960s, 45 min.

• Marine Staging Battalion, Camp Pendleton, 30 min.
• Khe Sanh Base with 1st Marines, 45 min.

  • Con Thien & Op. Buffalo, 60 min. 
• Battle for Hue City, 45 min.

• Marine Aviation: 1st MAW, 90 min.
• Siege Khe Sanh & USAF, 45 min.

 Marines In Vietnam

• F-4 Phantom In Combat, 60 min.
• B-57 Canberra at Phan Rang, Bien Hoa, Danang, 60 min.

• C-130 Operations In Vietnam, 81 min.
• C-7 Caribou In Vietnam, 70 min.

• Jolly & Super Jolly Green Giants, 85 min.
• Tactical Air Recon With RF-4, RF-101, 90 min.

• C-47, EC-47 & AC-47 Vietnam, 80 min.
• Close Air Support & Forward Air Controllers, 100 min.

• F-105 Wild Weasel at Korat AB 1966, 20 min.
• F-105 Thunderchief In Combat, 75 min.

• AC-119 Gunships: Shadows, Stingers, 100 min.
• B-52 at Utapao Airbase, 70 min.

Air  Force  In  Vie tnam

Hard To Find Video Titles!
• Marine Tankers Vietnam: M-43A3 and M-50A1 Ontos, 60 min.
• Road Warriors: Truckers Vietnam, 60 min. 
• American POWs in Vietnam, 60 min. 
• USMC Camp Reasoner, Hill 510, 3rd MAF, 45 min.
• Da Nang Outer Limits: Dog Patch, Danang 500, 60 min.
• 1st Air Cav. Div. Battle For Ia Drang Valley, 70 min.
• 25th Inf. Div. Search & Destroy Missions, 45 min.
• 4th Infantry Division Search & Destroy Missions, 45 min.
• 11th Armored Cavalry, Black Horse Regiment, 80 min.  
• Army Engineers In Vietnam: Construction & Combat, 110 min.
• Operation Pegasus: Khe Sanh Rescue 1968, 45 min. 
• Andersen AFB, Guam 1965-75, 70 min. 
• 9th Inf. Division Search & Destroy Missions, 50 min.
• 11th Light Infantry Brigade Vietnam, 60 min. 
• Combat Trackers & Their Dogs 45 min.
• Combat Infantry Soldier: Life In Field, 60 min.
 • Dogs of the Vietnam War: Scout, Sentry, Patrol, 100 min.
• 23rd Infantry Div. “Americal” In Vietnam, 80 min.
• NVA Easter Offensive Of 1972, 60 min.
• Special Forces With Montagnard Training, 100 min.
• Special Forces in Vietnam: Early Years, 60 min.

• USS Ticonderoga, 60 min.
• Coast Guard in Vietnam, 60 min.

• LST Operations in Vietnam, 40 min.
• Small Boat Warfare With PBRs, 90 minutes

• USS Oriskany Fire Off Vietnam 1966, 60 min.
• USS Oriskany Off Coast of Vietnam, 40 min.

• USS Forrestal 1967 Fire Off Vietnam, 70 min.
• USS Forrestal (CV-59) 1950s-60s, 90 min.

• USS Enterprise Fire Off Hawaii, 1969, 45 min.
• USS Enterprise (CVAN-65) 1960-70, 90 min.

• USS America (CVA-66) 1965-68, 60 min.
• USS Midway (CVA-41) 1945-70, 60 min.

• USS Kitty Hawk (CV-63) 1961-79, 75 min.
• USS Constellation (CVA-64) 1964-70, 45 min.
• USS Independence (CVA-62) 1960s, 90 min.

• USS Princeton (CV-37) 1950s-60s, 80 min.
• USS Shangri-La (CV-38) 1944-1968, 45 min.

• USS Coral Sea (CVA-43) 1965-70, 50 min. 
• USS Intrepid (CV-11) Off Vietnam, 60 min.

• USS Yorktown (CV-10) Vietnam, 45 min.
• USS Bon Homme Richard 1950s-60s, 45 min.

• USS Franklin D. Roosevelt 1960s, 85 min.
• USS Repose & Corpsmen, 60 min.

Navy In Vietnam 

Questions? Call Us Because All Sales Are Final

First DVD $29.95
 Additional DVDs In The Same Order Are  $19.95 ea.
FREE SHIPPING USA          $15 International

Call 1-760-765-1283 With Credit Card
Send Check/MO To:

Traditions Military Videos Dept V
PO Box 656     Julian CA 92036

   
• Takhli AB 1964-1970, 110 min.   

• Bien Hoa AB 1964-69, 80 min.   
• Tuy Hoa AB 1966-1968, 75 min.    
• Phan Rang AB 1965-70, 60 min.    

• Cu Chi 1967-70, 50 min.  
 • Phu Bai 1968-71, 60 min.

NSA Da Nang, Camp Tien Sha 1966-71, 60 min. 

• Assault on Long Binh Tet 1969, 60 min.
• Tan Son Nhut AB 1965-1968, 60 min.

• Tet Attack on Tan Son Nhut AB, 60 min.
• An Khe, 1965-67, 75 min.   

• Long Binh 1967-72, 60 min.
• Chu Lai AB 1965-68, 75 min.

• Camp Eagle 1971, 35 min.
• Phu Cat AB 1966-68, 70 min.       

• Cam Ranh Bay AB 1966-68, 70 min.
• Dong Tam Base 1967-1969, 45 min.   

• Nakhon Phanom AB 1966-70, 60 min.
• Camp Evans & Op. Delaware 1968, 60 min.    

• Nha Trang/Camp McDermott 1965-69, 60 min.
• U-Tapao, Thailand 1967-72, 60 min.   

• Korat AB, Thailand 1965-1970, 70 min.  
• Camp Carroll & Rock Pile 1967-1970, 30 min. .

• Binh Thuy Naval Base 1968-69, 50 min.
• Lai Khe, Di An & Phu Loi 1966-1970, 80 min.    

• Da Nang AB/USMC 1965-1970, 100 min.   
• Camp Enari (Dragon Mtn) 1968-1969, 30 min.

• Ubon & Udorn, Thailand 1966-69, 60 min.    

SCENES FROM  IN-COUNTRY  BASES: 

Newer Releases
• 101st Airborne Div: Search/Destroy Missions, 50 min.
• 173rd Airborne Div: Search/Destroy Missions, 55 min.
• Bangkok, Thailand R&R In The 1960s, 50 min.  
• National Route 9, A Journey along Route 9 near the DMZ., 60 min.
• “Rocket City”: Attacks On Da Nang AB, 70 min.
• 1st Aviation Brigade In Vietnam with Delta Devils, Innkeepers, 60 min.
• Op. Pershing, 1st Air Cav., May 1967, 60 min.
• Destroyers In Vietnam with Firing Guns, Engine Room, Sonar, 65 min.
• 3rd Brigade 82nd Airborne Vietnam in Combat, 60 min.
• 5th Special Forces Group Vietnam, 55 min.
•  African Americans In Vietnam, 60 min.
• Op. MacArthur, 4th Inf. Div. in the Battle Of Dak To 1967, 60 min.
• 1st Air Cavalry, 1965-1967: Fort Benning to An Khe to Combat, 60 min.
• Southern Man: The Road To Vietnam Training at Forts Jackson, 
Campbell, & Gordon in the 1960s, 70 min.

The Vietnam War As Filmed By 
The Unseen Warriors 

See and hear the stories and images of the soldiers who fought in 
Vietnam recorded by the Army Combat Cameramen who witnessed 
them! This 4-hour, 2-DVD documentary makes a great gift for any 

-
men who were there. Cameramen were there at the battle of the Y 
Bridge during TET in Saigon; and they were there with the artillery-
men of the 101st Airborne in the Ashau Valley at Fire Support Base 
Ripcord. Now Army veterans can see these images again. Price 

com and click on Unseen Warriors on the home page. You’ll see 
scenes from Little Tet at Long Binh in 1969 to the Ia Drang Valley in 
1965; from the Laos Invasion in 1971 to the 173rd Airborne and 4th 
Infantry Division at Dak To. Many of these stories have never been 
told, and you won’t see them on TV!

Buy Videos Online

VIDEOS
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Contact us to put your advertisement in 
front of thousands of history enthusiasts!
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Tours
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Ph. 215-248-2572 • Email: MilSpectours@aol.com
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Our second decade of exceptional tours!
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Vietnam History and
Culture Tours

III Corps and Central Highlands
October 2017 led by Butch Sincock
I Corps: Khe Sanh to Quy Nhon
IV Corps: The Mekong Delta

Panorama of Vietnam: The Best 
All-Country Tour

Your places & your dates for
individuals, families, buddies or groups

It has been over 50 years since the 173rd Air-

borne and the US Marines began combat oper-

ations in Vietnam.  Return with us to historic

battlefields, villages and famous cities where

you spent part of your youth. Bring your fam-

ily, your friends and buddies. Consider a re-

union in Vietnam! We have a variety of tour

programs to suit your interests. Check them out

on our website today!
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“The bottom line is, the war is over. It 
really wasn’t over till I went back.“ 

Gen Norman Schwarzkopf, USA(Ret) 
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Vietnam Veteran owned & operated. 

50TH ANNIVERSARIES – GO 
WITH THE FIRST & THE BEST!      

STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP, MAN-
AGEMENT AND CIRCULATION (re-

quired by Act of August 12, 1970: Section 3685, Title 39, 
United States Code). 1. Vietnam 2. (ISSN: 1046-2902) 
3. Filing date: 10/1/17.  4. Issue frequency: Bi Monthly. 5. 
Number of issues published annually: 6. 6. The annual 
subscription price is $39.95. 7.  Complete mailing address 
of known office of publication: HistoryNet, 1919 Gallows 
Rd. Suite 400, Vienna, VA 22182. Contact person: Kolin 
Rankin. 8. Complete mailing address of headquarters or 
general business office of publisher: HistoryNet, 1919 
Gallows Rd. Suite 400, Vienna, VA 22182. 9.  Full names 
and complete mailing addresses of publisher, editor, and 
managing editor. Publisher, Michael A. Reinstein, Histo-
ryNet, 1919 Gallows Rd. Suite 400, Vienna, VA 22182, Edi-
tor, Chuck Springston, HistoryNet, 1919 Gallows Rd. Suite 
400, Vienna, VA 22182 ,  Editor in Chief, Alex Neil , Histo-
ryNet, 1919 Gallows Rd. Suite 400, Vienna, VA 22182.  10. 
Owner: HistoryNet; 1919 Gallows Rd. Suite 400, Vienna, VA 
22182. 11. Known bondholders, mortgages, and other se-
curity holders owning or holding 1 percent of more of total 
amount of bonds, mortgages or other securities: None.  12. 
Tax status: Has Not Changed During Preceding 12 Months.  
13. Publisher title: Vietnam.  14. Issue date for circulation 
data below: October 2017. 15. The extent and nature of 
circulation: A. Total number of copies printed (Net press 
run). Average number of copies each issue during preced-
ing 12 months: 44,610. Actual number of copies of single 
issue published nearest to filing date: 42,872. B. Paid 
circulation. 1. Mailed outside-county paid subscriptions. 
Average number of copies each issue during the preced-
ing 12 months: 24,418.  Actual number of copies of single 
issue published nearest to filing date: 23,770.  2. Mailed in-
county paid subscriptions. Average number of copies each 
issue during the preceding 12 months: 0. Actual number 
of copies of single issue published nearest to filing date: 0. 
3. Sales through dealers and carriers, street vendors and 
counter sales. Average number of copies each issue dur-
ing the preceding 12 months: 5,401. Actual number of cop-
ies of single issue published nearest to filing date: 7,000. 
4. Paid distribution through other classes mailed through 
the USPS.  Average number of copies each issue during 
the preceding 12 months: 0. Actual number of copies of 
single issue published nearest to filing date: 0. C. Total paid 
distribution. Average number of copies each issue during 
preceding 12 months: 29,819. Actual number of copies of 
single issue published nearest to filing date; 30,770. D. Free 
or nominal rate distribution (by mail and outside mail). 1. 
Free or nominal Outside-County. Average number of cop-
ies each issue during the preceding 12 months: 0. Number 
of copies of single issue published nearest to filing date: 
0. 2. Free or nominal rate in-county copies. Average num-
ber of copies each issue during the preceding 12 months: 
0. Number of copies of single issue published nearest 
to filing date: 0. 3. Free or nominal rate copies mailed at 
other Classes through the USPS. Average number of cop-
ies each issue during preceding 12 months: 0. Number of 
copies of single issue published nearest to filing date: 0. 4. 
Free or nominal rate distribution outside the mail. Average 
number of copies each issue during preceding 12 months: 
4,665. Number of copies of single issue published nearest 
to filing date: 555. E. Total free or nominal rate distribution. 
Average number of copies each issue during preceding 12 
months: 4,665.  Actual number of copies of single issue 
published nearest to filing date: 555.  F.  Total free distri-
bution (sum of 15c and 15e).  Average number of copies 
each issue during preceding 12 months:  34,484.  Actual 
number of copies of single issue published nearest to filing 
date: 31,325.  G. Copies not Distributed. Average number 
of copies each issue during preceding 12 months: 10,126. 
Actual number of copies of single issue published nearest 
to filing date: 11,547. H. Total (sum of 15f and 15g). Average 
number of copies each issue during preceding 12 months:  
44,610. Actual number of copies of single issue published 
nearest to filing: 42,872. I. Percent paid.  Average percent 
of copies paid for the preceding 12 months: 86.5%  Actual 
percent of copies paid for the preceding 12 months: 98.2%  
16. Electronic Copy Circulation: A. Paid Electronic Copies. 
Average number of copies each issue during preceding 12 
months: 0. Actual number of copies of single issue pub-
lished nearest to filing date: 0. B. Total Paid Print Copies 
(Line 15c) + Paid Electronic Copies (Line 16a). Average 
number of copies each issue during preceding 12 months: 
29,819. Actual number of copies of single issue published 
nearest to filing date: 30,770. C. Total Print Distribution 
(Line 15f) + Paid Electronic Copies (Line 16a). Average 
number of copies each issue during preceding 12 months: 
34,484. Actual number of copies of single issue published 
nearest to filing date: 31,325. D. Percent Paid (Both Print 
& Electronic Copies) (16b divided by 16c x 100). Average 
number of copies each issue during preceding 12 months: 
86.5%. Actual number of copies of single issue published 
nearest to filing date: 98.2%.  I certify that 50% of all 
distributed copies (electronic and print) are paid above 
nominal price: Yes. Report circulation on PS Form 3526-
X worksheet  18. Signature and title of editor, publisher, 
business manager, or owner: David Steinhafel, Associate 
Publisher. I certify that all information furnished on this 
form is true and complete. I understand that anyone who 
furnishes false or misleading information on this form 
or who omits   material or information requested on the 
form may be subject to criminal sanction and civil actions. 

Rare Wartime Photos From the National Archives

GOOD MORNING!
How Robin Williams’

war comedy was made

Marine Grit
Jarheads Rout Invaders 

at Da Nang Firebase

The Nam Generation
Vets endure an ungrateful homefront

From Hue to Washington
Peter Pace on his rise to top Pentagon brass

ABRAMS
See page 30

DECEMBER 2017

HistoryNet.com

VIEP-171200-COVER-DIGITAL.indd   1 8/31/17   11:19 AM

Defense of Da Nang
Viet Cong threaten U.S. air base

Marine Recruit’s Long Walk
Why Corky Foster hiked 400 miles

FEBRUARY 2017

HistoryNet.com

VIEP-170100-COVER-DIGITAL.indd   1 11/3/16   3:13 PM

Hollywood Goes to War Combat Films Changed Forever

HOMEFRONT
Vanessa Redgrave’s 

‘shining moment’ in ’67

River Guns
Fighting for Control of the Mekong Delta

MAT Teams
Like the Peace Corps, but with guns

Long Binh Under Attack
Firsthand account of Lt. Bullets

Faces of the War
Portrait gallery honors vets 

THE VIETNAM WAR
KEN BURNS & LYNN NOVICK

An interview with  
the filmmakers

OCTOBER 2017
HistoryNet.com

VIEP-171000-COVER-DIGITAL.indd   1 6/29/17   10:52 AM

Trapped 
at Loc
Ninh

Battling Ships
South Vietnamese 

take on China at sea

Dumbing Down
McNamara lowers  

IQ standards to 
dangerous levels

Black Lions 
Surrounded and 

Outgunned

HOMEFRONT
Jimi Hendrix makes 
dramatic ‘67 debut

The Official Guide to Rolling Thunder XXX



64 V I E T N A M

LEO  
THORSNESS
Medal of Honor recipient,  
then prisoner of war  
By Doug Sterner   

In spring 1967, Maj. Leo Keith Thorsness 
was a 35-year-old pilot in a two-seat F-105F 

and descended to 3,000 feet to scour the area for other 

going down. The parachutes of Madison and his elec-

for aerial refueling, while rescue helicopters and their 

-

captured and interned as prisoners of war.

resistance to his captors during six years 

-

Medal of Honor for his actions on the 
day Madison and Sterling were downed. 

-
nounced for fear that his captors would 

President Richard Nixon draped the 

Medal of Honor Society in 2010-11, representing all 

after earning the 
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hen Vietnam Veterans pass 
into eternity they don’t just 

fade away, they depart with sound and 
fury! And they leave a huge hole in 
the heart of the Vietnam Community. 
The fine art print, “The Offering” by 
military artist Britt Taylor Collins is a
farewell tribute to a Vietnam Veteran. 
Proudly displaying the American flag 
to a passing formation of Hueys, the 
old soldier never suspects they are 
angels on a mission to escort him home.


