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any thousands of “column inches” have 
been filled over the past few years in 
relation to poaching and anti-poaching, in 
Africa, and to the efforts of the committed 
men and women who take on the task 
of foiling the poachers on their own turf. 
There are videos aplenty of what goes on 
that both shock and sadden, but the truth 
of the matter is that poaching still goes on 
for numerous reasons, and as always the 

poachers themselves have embraced new technology so they 
can better their malignant yet highly lucrative trade.
 Although many famous individuals have given their backing 
to anti-poaching endeavors, and indeed to individual teams on 
the ground, many groups are still woefully underfunded, under-
equipped, and crying out for training in the skills that they can 
add to their own to truly counter the trade in animal slaughter.
 I have to admit that this story has particular resonance for 
me in that my own Father was, as the saying goes, “an old 
Africa hand” as he spent the final forty-plus years of his life 
living in Zimbabwe and South Africa. My own boyhood was 
filled with his tales of the “veldt” as his travels as a mechanic 
with a well-known agricultural company took him to the farms 
and outlying areas on a regular basis. 
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The topic of poaching in Africa has become somewhat of a “cause celebre” with many “famous 
names” lining up to show that they are “doing their bit” to protect increasingly endangered species. 
This time though Bill steers away from the hype to look at what this means to the “man on the 
ground” and how things are developing on a more personal level.
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ANTI-POACHING IN AFRICA
A PROFESSIONAL ODYSSEY 



The stories were always filled with the wonderful wildlife, and as 
I grew older I was able to visit and see these wonders for myself.
 You might say that Africa has left a lasting impression on 
me, and the fact that others might not be able to experience this 
richness of nature in the future due to economic reasons fills me 
with dread. It was therefore a joy a couple of years back when I 
was introduced to Wes G, and I’ve been hounding him for his story 
of life on the ground with the anti-poaching teams ever since. I 
am therefore massively pleased and somewhat humbled to bring 
you the story of a former soldier’s odyssey in his own words, and 
my sincere thanks go out to Wes for his time.

MOTIVATION AND INVOLVEMENT
“I was born and brought up in Africa, (born in South Africa) 
and spent a significant part of my childhood in Malawi. I spent 
a lot of time in the bush and developed a passion for wildlife 
and conservation. I have always been keen to get involved in 
conservation but anti-poaching in particular. 
 During my ten year career in the British Infantry (Royal Scots, 
which was part of the merger of Scottish Regiments in 2006 
to become 1 Scots) between 2001 and 2011 I felt that I had 
something to offer using my military experience but poor funding 
usually meant that anti-poaching work was generally poorly paid.
 Africa has been hemorrhaging wildlife in recent years, an 
example of this is a 30% (144,000 animals) decline in Savanna 
Elephants between 2007 and 2014, 8% per year!* Tanzania, where 
we are, together with Mozambique, has seen the biggest decline 
in these majestic animals. The world is watching this happen very 
publicly and it only appears to be getting worse. 
 This has always inspired me to get involved. After doing Anti-
Piracy and then some work on the circuit in Kabul over a four 
year period I was approached and asked if I would be interested 
in getting involved in anti-poaching in the Serengeti in Tanzania. 
Initially I was very skeptical due to the reputation that AP jobs have 
when it comes to pay. However, after doing the sums it became 
apparent that this job could pay the bills (not nearly to the same 
extent as the circuit), and my family could live comfortably and 

that enabled me to get involved in the fight against poaching, 
which is exactly where I want to be. I also got to tick a massive 
bucket list item off, visiting the famous Serengeti! This is certainly 
the closest to the Garden of Eden that I’ll ever get!”

JUST ANOTHER DAY AT THE OFFICE!
“When I arrived here I was put in possibly the best position I could 
have been put in. My mandate was to make this unit, consisting of 
just over 100 game scouts into a more “military” force in order to 
better protect our natural resources, especially elephants, against 
the onslaught that is happening. We work very closely with our 
Government counterparts, something that is absolutely critical. I 
have essentially had to build this unit up from the ground, which 
has meant implementing systems and procedures in order to 
maintain control of the operation and all the assets involved.
 So we’re in a two phase operation, phase one being the 
development of systems and procedures and phase two getting 
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out on the ground and training/working with the Scouts. Until 
now training has been not to the same degree as is necessary. I 
tell you this because a normal day now is not how it should be 
and how it will be in 2018 when we enter into the second phase.  
 But for the scouts, who are based at one of 12 permanent 
camps across the 350,000 acre Reserve a normal day will 
start before sunrise and they will conduct a patrol of up to ten 
kilometers on foot. This will be a general patrol where they 
will look for poacher tracks from the previous night; they will 
also look for snares that have been laid by poachers. They will 
conduct a second patrol in the afternoon of a similar distance, or 
if they think that the tracks or snares that they have found are 
fresh enough, they may lay an ambush at night and wait for the 
poachers to either check the snares or return with their quarry. 

THESE ARE OUR STANDARD SCOUTS. 
We have also tried to be more maneuverist in our approach here 
to keep the poachers guessing, so we have a number of mobile 
patrol units, who are deployed by vehicle at night through use 
of NVGs They will be based out of a trailer that is equipped with 
solar charging and enough water to sustain them for up to two 
weeks. I have the ability to move these units daily or keep them 
at a point for a longer period of time. During critical times of the 
year such as the Great Wildebeest Migration, we have the ability 
to sustainably track the migration and stick with it in order to 
prevent the wildebeest being poached.
 The third group of Scouts is our Special Operations Group 
(SOG), which are a small team of highly motivated scouts, 
who have been through a selection process. We invest a lot in 
equipping this team and keeping them at the top of their game. 
Their primary role is to react to the information that we get from 
our HUMINT sources. 
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 To give you an idea, in the first six months after their 
formation they were responsible for 47% of all anti-poaching 
work conducted here. They constitute 18% of the manning!”

“THE ONLY EASY DAY WAS YESTERDAY”
“I am very particular on the quality of training that these Scouts 
receive. Most of the standard weapons training and fieldcraft 
is conducted by me. This will be conducted regularly until it 
becomes second nature to the Scouts. Any specialist stuff I 
make sure that I bring in reputable people to do it properly.  
 This year we brought in the team from ACT Program in the 
UK to conduct advanced trauma medical training. From the anti-
poaching HQ to our furthest Western location is approx. 70km 
and it’s another approx. 50km to the furthest Eastern location 
across some very challenging terrain. In the wet season some 
of these areas are completely cut off. 
 If a Scout becomes injured in these places it becomes 
nearly impossible to get to them so we have had this specialist 
training and invested significantly in trauma kits so that the 
Scouts can stabilise an injured colleague while at the same time 
buying us some time to be able to arrange a CASEVAC. We are 
also conducting Law Enforcement Compliance & Control training 
to equip the Scouts with the skills and tools necessary to be 
able to deal with a range of issues, using the correct amount 
of force commensurate with challenge that is being posed by 
the offending poacher. A large portion of our work relies on 
establishing and maintaining solid relationships with the local 
communities so it is critical that we act in a professional manner 
at all times. This training is being conducted by the Minimum 
Force Institute of Africa. We are also collaboration with Ironman 
4x4 Africa, who will conduct off-road training for our drivers 
early next year.

The Game Reserve is actually made up of two hunting blocks, 
which are privately leased. The original investor had a vision of 
turning these formerly diminished hunting blocks into a Game 
Reserve and restoring the natural resources to what they should 
be. It has been a resounding success and that has been largely 
down to anti-poaching efforts. We have been fortunate in the 
past that we received good investment but budgets are being 
squeezed and it’s up to people like me to find donors and make 
collaborations in order to acquire the resources that we need to 
keep going, the payback is the awesome potential for publicity 
of being involved in such a great initiative in an undoubtedly 
iconic part of the world. In terms of direct support for me, my 
boss is extremely supportive and it has gone a long way to 
making a very often challenging job easier to cope with.”

SUPPORT FROM THE INDUSTRY
“Like with the training I am very particular about the type of 
kit that we use. We are in an extremely austere and isolated 
environment and it is very logistically challenging and expensive 
to import equipment, so we need to make sure that we bring 
top quality gear in and get it right the first time. 
 This year through collaborations I managed to bring in a lot 
of kit at really good prices. Again, I only deal with reputable 
people so that I know that I’m getting top quality stuff. A lot 
of my equipment comes from the Hereford Kit Company 
(www.hr4k.co.uk) and they have been very supportive and 
understanding of the need to keep the price down but at 
the same time providing us with top quality kit. We are also 
working closely with md-textil (md-textil.info) in Germany, who 
I dealt with in my past life. The quality of their equipment is 
unrivalled and battle tested. They are keen to help us with our 
canine program by supplying us with specially made harnesses 
for our detection and tracking dogs. 
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We are also hoping to use their webbing, slings and over-
engineered Jed Belts. 
 Possibly our most exciting prospect is double tube night 
vision, which we are getting from ActinBlack (www.actinblack.
com) in Luxembourg. We received a very generous donation to 
kit out our Special Operations Group with this equipment. This 
will totally revolutionise how we operate here and certainly put 
the poachers on the back foot. “

NEW TECHNOLOGY AND TRADITIONAL METHODS
“My mission here is to have well trained and motivated boots on 
the ground, ably supported by technology. It hasn’t taken me long 
to work out that there is an endless amount of technology out 
there and no shortage of people trying to sell it. The challenge is 
to be able to find the technology that actually works. 
 The other challenge is to ensure that we employ someone 
who is able to understand technology and keep it functioning.  
 We have a number of great pieces of technology that we 
are busy integrating into our operation and the key is that it is 
all coordinated from one place, our Operations Room. We use 
a digital radio system from Motorola, which, aside from the 
obvious comms, is also able to track every single radio live time 
as it has a GPS transmitter. We have integrated this functionality 
into another technology that has become the backbone of our 
operation, the Domain Awareness System or DAS for short.  
 This has been developed by a philanthropic organization 
called Vulcan (www.vulcan.com).
 Essentially DAS is a database whereby we are able to feed 
all information about the Reserve into one place, but the really 
useful thing is that we are able to access this information as it 
happens. The locations of all the information is superimposed 
onto maps on screens in our Ops Room so I can walk into that 
Ops Room and see exactly what is going on at any one time.  

 90% of this info is received into the Ops Room via the radio 

network and our watch keepers input the info using military 
styled reporting protocols such as SALTA, MIST, 9 Liner, and 
others that we have created. This helps us to cut down on radio 
traffic but also ensures that we are capturing the data we need 
in order to make informed decisions to bring about an efficient 
response in support of the Scouts on the ground. 
 This data also helps us to measure our effort and assess 
our success or failure, which is critically important. Another 
technology development that we are involved in is our drone 
program that is also in collaboration with Vulcan. We have just 
carried out initial testing of the drone system but we expect 
to roll it out in 2018. This will also support the Scouts on the 
ground and take a lot of unknowns out of potentially dangerous 
situations.”

WHAT DO YOU SEE FOR THE FUTURE IN TERMS 
OF ANTI-POACHING?
“I think that as time goes on and the world’s population continues 
to explode, protected areas will become increasingly isolated 
and under pressure. I think that the conservation model that 
we use, whereby private investors team up with Government 
partners to co-manage protected areas, will be the preferred 
model. 
 Anti-poaching will play a hugely important role using 
specialised Scouts/Rangers ably supported by technology. A key 
part of my job is to establish and maintain solid relationships 
with the local communities that surround the concessions. This 
strategy will become increasingly important in the future as it 
is crucial to involve the communities in our efforts. 
We must avoid at all costs the “us and them” 
approach.”
*Information from the Great Elephant Census 
http://www.greatelephantcensus.com/final-
report/
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tactical 
CROPS Tactical specialises in ‘Small Team Tactics’ for operations within high risk environments. 

 

Delivering our enhanced training packages to Military, Law Enforcement, Government 
agencies and civilians within credible security positions, from both foreign and domestic 
communities. 

 

Our training facility is based in the United Kingdom, close to the midlands and within 350 acres 
of private countryside. It’s at this location we conduct our ‘craft’ away from the general 
public. We fully understand the discreet nature of work our candidate’s undertake in their 
daily operational roles. 

 

We ‘the instructors’ come with decades of operational experience within high stress theatres, 
working as small teams and individuals. We are current, and still, very much an operational 
organisation. Over the past twenty years, we have operated in 42 countries. 

 

For more information please contact us at: info@crops.uk.com 

 

 www.crops.uk.com 
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ased in the United Kingdom, their lead training 
facility is settled within 350 acres of private 
and secluded countryside, and it’s from here 
the team conduct’s their ‘craft’ away from the 
public eye. It’s clear to see that the CROPS team 
have first-hand understanding to the discreet 
nature of work their clients undertake, in their 
operational roles. 
 The training facility itself is a combination 
of converted stables, surrounded by open and 

rolling countryside, a large dense woodland, various water 
courses of which are used for insertions, out-buildings and 
an array of roads and tracks aimed at vehicle drills. Having 
carefully zoned these areas to create a number of realistic 
training environments, the training team can conduct ‘real to 
life’ scenarios. 
 Ben (the main man at CROPS) tells us about the training 
platforms over in the United States, where regular training 
packages are conducted using live weapons for a more 
tactical environment, it’s clear to see the CROPS team are 
highly mobile and can produce training packages anywhere 
in the world. 

I asked Ben what was the latest in terms of their syllabus, 
and this is what he had to tell me;
 PMCI: Tell us more about your Syllabus & Instructors: 
Our surveillance training syllabus is the most current to 
today’s operational techniques and methods; with former 
military reconnaissance/snipers, Special Forces and Police 
Surveillance officers employed to instruct on the course, they 
bring decades of operational experience with them. All are 
used to working in small teams and sometimes as individuals.
 PMCI: Are your instructors still operational?
Yes, they are all still very much operationally active, as a 
company we conduct hundreds of hours of live surveillance 
each month, all across the world. This on-going live 
operational experience is what keeps us at the top of our 
game, unlike many other providers out there, who are very 
much out of date. We truly believe this is why we get the 
clientele we do. 
 PMCI: So without mentioning names, who are you 
training? 
To date the CROPS Training Wing are delivering to two very 
different audiences, running ‘open’ courses found on the 
current website, and ‘closed’ courses under the ‘CROPS 

Here at PMCI we closely monitor the progress of well-established providers within the specialised 
training arena, and we can honestly say that our friends at CROPS offer some very interesting 
courses. Due to the amount of training the team are asked to fulfil across the world, we haven’t had 
chance to catch up with them for quite some time. So after setting a date in the diary, we arranged 
to visit the training school, and must state that we were very impressed with what was on offer!

WHAT’S NEW WITH CROPS

B



Tactical’ banner, which is soon going live on the website.
This particular training will be restricted to organisations and 
professional individuals. I asked Ben to tell me more;

 “Firstly; we provide training to the private & commercial 
arena, where as a company we run preparation courses for 
individuals leaving roles within the armed forces under the 
ELCAS scheme (ELCAS number 6918), who require a good solid 
qualification, that holds a nationally recognised certificate, and 
is held in high regard.
 In this case our Level 4 qualifications in both urban and 
rural disciplines, which is the highest award available in the 
current arena, we are happy to state that a number of larger 
investigational companies within the UK will only recruit their 
staff from us. 
 Secondly; Over the past few years we have seen a noticeable 
change to our client base, this been that almost all of our 
training is now conducted as ‘closed sessions’. This is the path 
the company wants to pursue, offering our training to those at 
the front line dealing in the current climate and the threat we 
all live with. 
 Here the training syllabus differs in a very big way, methods 
and techniques taught on these courses are most certainly NOT 
disclosed to the commercial candidates who are restricted from 
attending these particular courses.” 

 PMCI: So tell us more about the ‘Tactical’ training
So we are delivering the following training to the above 
audiences.
LONG RANGE SURVEILLANCE LEADERS PATROL COURSE (LRSL)
Teaching small team tactics in remote and hostile locations.  
The concept and deliverance of this training is staged around 
operations in order to find, fix, confirm and strike.

HOSTILE OPERATORS SURVEILLANCE TRAINING (HOST)
This course focuses on clandestine operations in semi and non-
permissive urban environments, where remaining under the 
civilian radar is paramount to mission success. 

HIGH RISK TECHNICAL DEPLOYMENT TRAINING (HRTD)
In many situations organic surveillance is not possible due 
to high threat and risk of compromise; here we deliver non-
disruptive methods of inserting and deploying covert technical 
elements, such as visual and audio devices.

ADVANCE TARGET RECONNAISSANCE TRAINING (ATR)
Here the training focuses on intelligent ground preparation, 
identifying avenues of approach for exploitation, and gathering 
accurate information in order to stage further action.

PMCI: So have you guys got any ‘NEW COURSES’ coming in 
2018?
 Yes, we have a couple of new courses coming on-line next 
year; these are aimed at the security professional, and will only 
be delivered to those working within credible contracts. These 
courses are.

pmcimagazine.com
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 7 Day Surveillance Detection Course: Our ‘Detection’ 
course has been specifically designed for small teams working 
within a high risk protective role, with a surveillance capacity, 
the techniques covered have been developed and tested over 
many years of foreign, and domestic deployments.   
 Candidates attending this course must have an understanding 
of conventional surveillance methods and practises. Without 
knowing the mechanics of surveillance practises, it is very 
difficult to fully understand the detection concept
. 
Course Content:
Anti-Surveillance ‘AS’ Techniques (Mobile & Foot)
Concept
Levels & Types
Aggressive & Non-aggressive drills
Profiling the Unwanted Aggressor 
Working with Technical Devices to aid ‘AS’

Counter-Surveillance ‘CS’ Techniques (Mobile & Foot)
Concept
Levels & Types
Attack Cycle
Detection Route Planning
Gather or Evade Intel Considerations
Deploying Technical Counter Measures

Counter Compromise ‘CC’ Drills
Life Line Considerations
Safe Havens
Cross Contamination 

3 Day At Risk Course: This course has been specially designed 
for individuals whose current work, or past life may put them 
and their families at risk to attack. 
 Our ‘ARC’ training provides you with knowledge of how an 
attack may be planned, and executed. By understanding the 
selection process, affords you the upper hand in locking down 
your digital profile, which in today’s internet fuelled world of
crime, is one of the first stages used by would-be attackers

Next, you will be shown how to secure your property, slowing 
down the attack. Methods and devices you can deploy in order 
to be pre-warned of an incoming attack, giving you a better 
reaction time. We will demonstrate where to search your 
vehicle for likely devices, and familiarise this to you. In this 
phase we will cover personal protect drills that can be carried 
out anywhere in the world.
 Finally, we look at your situational awareness once away 
from your property, and within a more vulnerable environment. 
 We will cover some simple drills which will help identify if 
you are being followed and actually under surveillance. If this is 
then the case, how to evade the unwanted and possible attack 
by selection of the correct safe haven, our safe haven drills 
have kept us safe, and out of harm’s way for many years.

Course Content:
Phase 1. Victim Section Process
• Vulnerability via internet open source searches
• What information & registers attackers target
• Quick and simple ways attackers will locate you
Phase 2. Your Security 
• Property security and early warning of attack
• Vehicle search for technical devices
• Personal protection 
Phase 3. Identification & Evade
• Going mobile (basic counter-surveillance) 
• Going mobile (anti-surveillance drills)
• Safe havens

Recent student testimony: 
Of course the “proof of the pudding” and all that is what the 
course offers to the individual. Ben was also kind enough to put 
me in touch with one of their course attendees, who told me; 
 “After a long stint in the armed forces of my country, 
I decided to switch to a law enforcement agency about 3 
years ago. While the training I received was up to date and 
comprehensive, I felt it lacked in certain areas, especially urban 
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TRAINING : NEW COURSES FROM CROPS

surveillance. Accordingly, I decided to get outside training and 
started looking for providers in the commercial sector. The sheer 
number of training companies in Europe made the search itself 
a daunting task. In the end, I decided to go with CROPS, due to 
a number of different factors. 
 These include, but are not limited to, the professional 
background of the instructors, the testimonials of other students 
(private, commercial and governmental), as well as the accredited 
qualifications offered. Furthermore, CROPS was the only company 
offering private instruction, thus giving me the possibility to have 
the training tailor made to fit my specific needs. I eventually signed 
up for 6 weeks of one-2-one training project.
 Throughout the training, it became clear that CROPS does 
not just offer training, but engages in actual surveillance work. 
 The instructors drew from a wealth of real life experience, 
which is reflected in their training and scenarios. Students 
can look forward to physically demanding training, with 

theoretical instructions kept to a necessary minimum. At the 
end of my training, I not only had a good understanding of 
the basic principles which govern surveillance procedures, 
but felt comfortable using them outside of the constraints of 
the classroom as well as gathering an insight into the actual 
challenges a surveillance operative will face on a day to day 
basis.  
 Regarding the instructors, their approach can only be 
described as firm but fair. They make it clear from the beginning, 
that their main concern is the quality of the training; the trainers 
did not shy away from answering difficult questions. 
 I can recommend the training I received at CROPS 
unconditionally.” 
 For more information on both current and new courses 
offered by CROPS please visit www.crops.uk.com
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Year Three? How on earth did that happen???

Yup, it’s true, the PMCI Team are just about to enter the third 

year of publication, and in many ways I have absolutely no idea 

how we’ve got here! Since Dan first came up with the idea of 

a magazine devoted to the world of Private Military Contractors 

we’ve run with the theme and brought together a truly (I hope!) 

interesting and absorbing magazine which I’m pleased to say now 

has a wide international readership.

Whilst we are not always “contentious” in our minds about what 

we cover I think that many would think differently as we appear 

to live in a world where personal choice and personal morals are 

forever being eroded. Luckily we are able in most cases to rise 

above that thanks to the support of those like-minded individuals 

in our own “community”.

That’s a funny old word though isn’t it? When we started PMCI 

the image of the “contractor community” was check/plaid shirt, 

5:11 pants, body armour and an M4 or AK, but nowadays that, 

at least in my mind, has changed significantly. I just look at the 

good people that are featured in this issue; yes, the majority of 

them are former/prior-service military, and they are committed 

folk that now take contracts in the private sector, and indeed are 

in many cases training providers in their own right at the “top 

of their game”.

In this issue alone my “travels” have taken me around the world; 

“The Community” has changed, and continues to evolve, but “the 

community” where good people who trust one another still speak 

on a regular basis is stronger than ever. I’d ask you not to think 

of “THAT guy with a gun” but rather “that guy with a gun doing 

righteous work”, and focus your attention on the fact that there 

are still dark and dangerous places globally where good people 

still do the right thing for the right reason, and the fact is that 

means bearing arms and putting yourself in harms’ way while 

many huddle over their feeds living life in fear of fake news.

I am eminently proud of what I and the Team have created in 

PMCI, and as “show season” once again comes round it will be 

time for us to join our “communities” face to face in one place 

at one time, whether it be at SHOT in the USA or IWA in Europe. 

It will once again be time to clasp hands and rejoice in another 

year where everyone has made it through safe, to share a beer, 

tell tall tales, and enjoy the company of friends who continue to 

do “The Right Thing”.

Talking of friends my sincere thanks go to Trampas and Andy 

who have been the “backbone” of PMCI, and to Baz for putting 

our musings together in a professional looking package. I’d also 

like to thank everyone that speaks to us, the manufacturers and 

the users, as without you this magazine would not exist, and the 

relationships just grow stronger. With new contributors coming 

on board for 2018 there’s a lot to look forward to!

Wherever you may be people, switch on, train hard, 

stay vigilant and keep safe.

EDITORS
COMMENT



FAST STRIKE NON-LETHAL SELF-
DEFENSE TOOL
We’re always looking for alternative tools to provide 
non-lethal pain compliance, especially ones that 
are light, easy to carry and effective. Recently  “CP” 
contributor Robbie stumbled upon the Fast Strike and 
decided to give it a try. 

The very first thing you will notice is that the Fast Strike 
is a flexible hand-held whip made of spring steel cable 
with a steel-reinforced striker. This makes it lightweight 
and compact in size which allows it to be hidden inside 
of clothing, clipped to bags, or tossed on the dash of the 
vehicle for a quick grab. Fact is it deploys in a fraction of 
a second and the user can strike fast and with multiple 
blows in rapid succession. I keep one one my motorcycle 
(or in the car) as well carry one around my belt when 
working. Sounds ideal doesn’t it? 
 So what are the drawbacks? From a non-lethal 
perspective the questions appear to be where to strike, 
how cause the maximum impact, will gear and clothing 
stop it, how far can you take it before serious damage 
occurs to the threat, what is the learning curve like, etc? 

So we put them to the test 
The first question is where to strike? And that is most likely 
both the easiest and most specific to answer. It is similar to 
any pain ramp up when in soft clothes it could be an upper 
arm strike, a thigh strike or even a back strike to large 
meaty areas. This will in most cases be enough. But with 
a bit of practice you can target a bit more when needed, 
targeting the end caps like the knee, elbow or shoulder 
and this will certainly get their attention, lastly if all goes 
wrong and it needs to turn decapitating you could max 
out and go for the ears, face, and throat which is where 
we reach our legal and grey areas. If it is a self-defence 
scenario then there is zero reason to hold back, but when 
we need to be non-lethal and legal these areas are best 
avoided for obvious reasons.  
 So will gear and clothing stop it? Of course, it could and 
it depends on what they have on. Again a skilled operator 
will know to target those exposed soft tissue and end caps 
which is very easy with the precise steel tip on this. But 
even an unskilled user can find through even wailing at 
someone the needed soft tissues to stop a threat. 
 And finally the learning curve. I can honestly say even 
the most untalented get used to the pull and whip it is 
based on. There is a very little learning curve to this, 
although I suggest using a few stuffed cardboard boxes 
to practice on at the least. But the professional can learn 
usually in a short period how to get that precision needed 
to exert full control and as little effort as possible.

So my final verdict, this has been added to my EDC 
carry (where legal concealed is possible) and with good 
confidence. Find out more at http://faststrikedefense.
com/
• As of the writing of this review, this retailed for US$28 
shipping via Amazon.com 
• The owner-designer builder from Polson, Montana USA 
has stated this will be available worldwide very soon as 
they finalise distribution options.
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FIRST TACTICAL RIDGELINE 
CARBON FIELD WATCH
As First Tactical continue to roll out their range of 
clothing and gear within Europe their accessory range 
is beginning to hit the stores! One thing that we all 
need is a good, solid wristwatch and Bill takes a look 
at the latest offering from the brand.

Time is not always on our side, but being able to keep 
a track of it is definitely something that we need to do 
when “on task”. Whatever you may be doing, whether it’s 
staying on time for a plane or working towards a “window” 
we all need a time piece that we can rely on, and the 
Ridgeline Carbon Field watch from First Tactical certainly 
delivers on that front!
 The Ridgeline Carbon Field Watch is the perfect tactical 
companion: lightweight and durable but sophisticated 
enough to wear off-duty. Made from a lightweight carbon 
resin PA and featuring a medium sized watch face, this 
watch is ideal compact time piece for the field and active 
professionals.
 The Ridgeline features a Carbon Resin PA Housing 
providing a lightweight tactical watch that can be hard to 
find in the tactical business, and the ultra-durable webbing 
band is ideal for a multitude of environments and can 
withstand the stress test of everyday use. The 3 watch 
hands are coated in a super luminova colouring allowing 
watch to be easy to read in low light conditions.
 I received the Black/OD model to test which gives the 
watch a very subdued look, but here is also a Stainless/
Black version which is probably more useful for wear with 
a suit or formal wear; both models though are durable and 
stylish. The bezel, crown and band hardware are all a very 
nice matt black which really suits wear with a uniform 
shirt. The unique carbon body and back feel like really high 
quality items while still remaining lightweight. The First 
Tactical shield logo at the 12 o’clock position on the dial, 
on the crown and at the end of the second hand warrant 
a thumbs-up for the brand itself, and the subdued 24-hour 
numerals complement a dial face that gives everything 
you need and nothing you don’t.
 Last year I had the pleasure of testing the Canyon 
Compass watch which although a superb timepiece in its 
own right with an absolute plethora of features I found a 
bit “blocky” for my personal taste; the Ridgeline however 
sits much closer to the wrist and doesn’t snag on clothing 
on feel out of place. 
 I’ve been running the Ridgeline for a little over two 
months now on a daily basis, and first and foremost it 
keeps time impeccably, is easy to reset when you move 
time zones, and feels light and comfortable on the wrist. 

It’s already taken a few knocks on the range (as all watches 
will!) and hasn’t missed a beat. Although I own a number 
of dress watches the Ridgeline is one of those items that 
doesn’t draw attention to itself, and yes, it is larger than 
most non-tactical watches but it’s not obtrusive.
 Thus far I have to say that my experience with the 
Ridgeline Carbon Field Watch has been very positive, 
and yet again First Tactical seems to have come up with 
the answer to a question not even asked. If you’re in the 
market for a new “work” timepiece then this is certainly 
worth a look!
• Overall Length: 10.8in / 275mm
• Length: 2.0in / 51mm
• Width: 1.7in / 45mm
• Thickness: 0.5in / 12.5mm
• Crystal: Hardened Mineral
• Band Width: 22mm
• WP to 50 Meters
• Japanese Movement
For more information please visit www.firsttactical.com
or in the UK www.firsttactical.co.uk

pmcimagazine.com
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HELIKON-TEX GUARDIAN CHEST RIG 
AND RAIDER PACK
Helikon-Tex have been really making inroads into the 
new designs they showed last year, and as more and 
more of them come to fruition it simply means more 
choice at sensible prices for the end user. Following up 
on his  initial report from IWA 2017 Bill finally gets his 
hands on two new indispensable items of kit.

The HTX Lines Project was created in 2016 as a whole 
new concept of product development within Helikon-Tex 
and they’ve been slowly but surely rolling it out since 
then. Initial concepts were turned into pre-production 
samples, the final versions of which are now hitting the 
stores worldwide. Everything went according to a plan, 
and Helikon-Tex enters the third year of their plan with 
continued energy and even more new ideas. Their assets 
are the right people combining to create one of the most 
innovative design teams in the industry
 Their products are no longer only used by the uniformed 
services, which know and appreciate the brand already, 
but also by shooters, gear junkies, rescue team members 
and a wide circle of outdoorsmen. The designers take 
great care to make the gear more and more versatile, 
benefitting the ever changing and growing requirements 
of the customer.
 One moment you need range clothes, a shooting target, 
chest rig, or perhaps even a compact gun bag, and Helikon-
Tex deliver a complex and comprehensive solution. They 
literally have everything you may need and more! Most 
of their products are now modular, which allow you to 
combine component parts of di¬fferent lines. 
 They cooperate with the very best specialists, not only 
in their home country Poland, but beyond the borders as 
well. They have used for many of their Range and Patrol 
Line items exchanging experience with Khyber Interactive 
Associates in the USA and especially lead instructor Dr. Wes 
Doss.
 Now I’ve personally always been a huge fan of chest 
rigs; if you’re in a situation wher you need to use body 
armour then a rig will allow you dump a lot of extraneous 
weight quickly and easily whilst keeping your plates 
in place. The Guardian Chest Rig is a universal carry 
platform built to accommodate a basic ammunition load 
and personal equipment. Designed to work along with a 
backpack and belt kit, it can optimise the configuration 
of your “shoot gear”. Depending on the number and 
size of magazines the height of the fixed pouch flaps 
can be adjusted (think STANAG v AK), and exchangeable 
magazine/handgun inserts can be rearranged swiftly and 
easily. 

T h e  G u a rd i a n  h a s  a 
universal, removable and 
adjustable X- or H-harness, 
channels on straps for 
wiring, antenna, hydration 
tubes, exchangeable inserts 
(included),  double pistol 
magazine pouches, double 
r i f le/carbine (AR/AK) 

magazine pouches and three fixed double rifle/carbine 
magazine pouches(AK/AR). There are height-adjustable 
magazine pouch flaps, two spacious cargo pockets (USGI 
canteen compatible) and multiple PALS/MOLLE panels 
for additional pouches / accessories. All in all it’s a well 
thought out bit of kit, and the bonus is that the lightly 
padded shoulder harness actually makes it comfortable 
for extended periods!



 

Equal thought has gone into the design of the Raider pack 
which has an organiser pocket for small items situated at 
the top of the backpack, which is accessible without the 
need to open the main chamber. The front of the pack has 
a soft-lined eyepro/electronics pocket, and velcro panels 
allow you to attach additional VIS-compatible inserts 
(Versatile Insert System) if you should so desire. Two open 
top side pockets could carry a windshirt or water bottle.
 The front is covered with a “Beavertail” panel, which 
can easily accommodate a climbing or tactical helmet. If 
the backpack is used simply as an EDC item, the flap can 
be simply rolled and secured, to avoid having to unbuckle 
it every time to take something out. The backpack is fitted 
with comfortable, profiled straps, rigid back panel as well 
as a simple hip belt. All compartments close with YKK 
zippers, and there’s even a stowable rain cover should the 
elements go against you. Again, this design isn’t “rocket 
science” but it’s a solid, eminently usable pack that can be 
used in conjunction with other items from the Helikon-Tex 
lines to create a superb modular system for all your tactical 
load-carrying needs.
 With the “show season” nearly upon us again I for one 
am interested to see what Helikon-Tex will add to their 
already extensive gear lineup, and rest assured you’ll see 
it here in PMCI as soon as we do!
 For more information please visit www.helikon-tex.com, 
and I’m certain that in the UK www.military1st.co.uk will 
soon have these new items in stock!
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FIRST TACTICAL WOMEN’S 
TACTIX TACTICAL PANTS
This issue we are pleased to welcome the first female 
contributor to join the ranks of the PMCI Team, and to 
start, Kelly takes a look at some serious tactical wear 
designed specifically for women.

The First Tactical Women’s Tactix Tactical Pants are a 
durable pair of tactical trousers with a contoured fit made 
specifically for women that are a great option for the range, 
outdoor activities and even first response work. They are 
made from a 7 Oz 2-way mechanical stretch double Ripstop 
polyester/cotton blend fabric that has a Teflon® Shield+ 
stain repellent finish to keep them looking smart; this 
combination gives the end user sturdiness and functionality 
even after harsh use. One of my absolute favourite things 
about the First Tactical range of trousers is the feel of the 
fabric used; as soon as you get them out of the packaging, 
they feel smooth, sturdy and tough. It definitely gives you 
confidence in the garment!
 Let’s look at their construction, the pants have a running 
gusset that gives the user full motion ability, this paired 
with the triple needle stitching at critical seams keeps the 
pants going strong even after high energy activity. The 
pants have double layered knees for durability and external 
kneepad access that are easy to use and can be used with 
First Tactical’s own Knee Pads. This style in particular also 
has reinforced belt loops, three in total that are located on 
sides and centre back. They are designed to stay strong and 
withstand the stress of loads of tactical gear. The durable 
webbing inserts, triple topstitching, and bartacks at key 
points rid any concerns of the loops ripping under force, 
whilst giving the user maximum strength and security. On 
my range day test of these pants the loops held my pistol 
belt well, and most importantly it felt supported.
 One gripe I usually have with any women’s trousers is 
the lack of pockets and also the size of said pockets, but 
with these, I was pleasantly surprised as First Tactical has 
loaded them up! The pants boast a whole range of pockets 
including two back pockets, two front pockets (for mobile 
phones and magazines, two front slit pockets and two 
back slit pockets that are reinforced for carrying kit such 
as knives and two streamlined pockets with an internal 
organiser (that can hold M4 magazines) with laminated 
pocket flaps. The pocket flaps are laminated to make sure 
they stay down and that the pants have a professional look 
even after being worn, they fasten with hook & loop Velcro 
and can be tucked in for quick access functionality.   
 These trousers give you SO many options for storage.
The Tactix Tactical Pants are available in the UK but they 
are in US sizes! They start at a US 2, and go all the way up 
to a US size 20 in both a regular and tall leg! It is worth 

noting that they do have a size chart on their website for 
reference and to help you get the right size. As I have 
quite a small frame I usually wear a UK 8 so I consulted 
the chart and opted for the US 4 with the regular leg. In 
regards to how they fit, the pants have the First Tactical 
Advanced Women’s fit which is designed and constructed 
uniquely for a woman’s shape! The fit has contoured cut 
curves that give a better fit around the hips, buttocks and 
upper leg to allow for optimal freedom of movement. I 
found that when on they give me the range of movement 
I need for high energy activity without being baggy. They 
fit really well around my hips and thighs which is where I 
usually have the most trouble when finding fitted tactical 
trousers. As they are a women’s fit the waistband on the 
pants also sits just above my hips rather than on my waist 
unlike most tactical trousers, which is much comfier – and 
no unsightly waistband marks on my skin afterward. 
Overall, the fit is great!
 The pants are available in three colours; navy, black, and 
khaki. This is my only complaint about them (which is also 
one of my main complaints with most women’s tactical 
trousers!) that they aren’t available in the same range of 
colours as the men’s. I would definitely rock a pair of these 
in Olive Drab Green to the range, or even in grey!
 As for price, the pants retail at UK£64.95 and they are 
available from the First Tactical website!
 Overall, I think First Tactical has done a cracking job 
with the Tactix Tactical pants for the ladies; they are well 
constructed, made of durable materials for high-stress use 
and are fitted to the female form.



BOOK REVIEW

THE JUNGLE SURVIVAL POCKET MANUAL 
1939-1945
One thing that reading voraciously teaches me is that whilst 
some things change, many differ very little! One thing that 
remains very familiar is some of the advice given in this little 
gem of a book about survival in “inhospitable realms” is 
that it draws upon “experts of the day” to impart their hard-
earned knowledge to those who have no concept of the harsh 
environment they need to not only survive in, but carry out 
their duties in as scrupulously as ever!
 These days it’s easy to find advice and guidelines online 
from multiple different sources, but during the Second World 
War, British and American soldiers were sent to new and 
challenging theatres, fighting to survive not only encounters 
with the enemy but the landscape they found themselves in. 
Being posted to South-East Asia and the Pacific to fight the 
Japanese meant soldiers had to learn to survive in the tropics, 
fighting and living in endless steamy jungle and perilous 
swamps. In this environment, men had to be able to take care 
of themselves rather than relying on their unit to supply their 
needs, something which did not come naturally to the many 
soldiers born and raised in cities. 
 To help them in this completely alien environment, the 
British and US armies produced a number of official training 
manuals and guides to explain to the men how to identify and 
fight the Japanese and avoid their deadly “panji traps”, but also 
‘jungle lore’: how to find and cook plants that were safe to eat; 
which animals and insects could kill them; how to identify and 
treat tropical illnesses and diseases; and avoid the dangers 
of polluted water and cannibals. The Jungle Survival Pocket 
Manual brings together the official manuals and information 
that enabled the Allies to fight in Burma, Malaya, Thailand, 
Indochina, Singapore and the Pacific Islands and win the war.
Clothbound and with retro-styling, this volume will appeal to 
those interested in the South-East Asian and Pacific theatres of 
WWII as well as those researching their family history. It makes 
a unique gift for all those interested in survival techniques, and 
those of travelling to Asia. The Jungle Survival Pocket Manual 
is complete with some 20 diagrams and drawings reproduced 
from the original guides.
 Times, and indeed theatres of operation may have changed, 
but the advice offered by this superb book still rings very true 
to this day for any that have had to get the job done in a jungle 
or rain forest environment; from a historical perspective it is a 
fascinating document well worth a few hours of your time!

Edited by: Alan Jeffreys
Hardcover: 144 pages
Publisher: Casemate UK 
Language: English
ISBN-10: 1910860212
ISBN-13: 978-1910860212
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NEXT GEN PENTAGON
Tactical Clothing Tactical clothing and equipment brand Pentagon really seem to be gathering a really solid 
following, including some of the PMCI team, Editor Bill continues his coverage of the latest from brands old 
and new with a look at what Pentagon have to offer for the coming year.

good part of my working life revolves 
around being down at the range or out in 
the woods looking at gear and putting it 
through its paces. I’m on the range every 
week these days, working and training and 
that can be in terms of “skills and drills” or 
in relation to target shooting for accuracy.
 Of course when I’m not testing I still 

enjoy “getting out there”, and these days I’m finding that 
I increasingly wear what I find comfortable and practical, 
and what works for me. As always I look for high levels of 
performance from my clothing specifically as this forms 
my “first line of defence” against the elements. I’ve said 
it before and I’ll say it again; it’s all too attractive to go for 
the cheapest clothing option and then suffer for it later. 
Like any outdoor pursuit a day shooting and training can 
mean that you face varying temperatures and conditions, 
and if you take things into a longer operational situation
where you’re going to be out overnight having the right 
kit will make all the difference.
 I really like the fact these days that many tactical 
clothing manufacturers are making kit that you can 

use both on and off the range; whilst the fabrics 
and technologies are still way up there in terms of 
performance, the design element means that you can 
have clothing that is not just going to give protection 
from wind and rain, but that actually looks kind of cool 
too. I’ve heard people over the last year or so referring 
to a thing called “The Tactical Lifestyle”, and although I’m 
loathe to say it quite a lot of this follows on from “The 
Tactical Athlete” school and requires a certain “look” that 
is just as much about training, fitness, mindset, and the 
right kit as it is about anything.
 That however is a story for another day, but what I 
will say now is that Pentagon seem to be right at the 
very forefront of this; at IWA 2017 I saw some absolutely 
stunning kit on their stand, and I’m pleased that this 
now seems to be rolling out to the retailers around the 
globe. The gear looks in some ways like that I use for rock 
climbing and mountaineering, but with a “tactical” slant 
and extra features built in. Pentagon have also looked 
very closely at the colours they’ve used in the palette 
this year, mixing brights (should you fancy them!) with 
different tones of grey and some visually appealing earth 

A
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tones; don’t worry, Coyote Tan is still there, but there’s a 
lot more choice other than this!

PENTAGŌNOS, FIVE-ANGLED
To recap, who are Pentagon and where have they come 
from? Well to start the ball rolling their name is actually 
pretty cool in itself. Pentagon (pentagōnos) is a noun 
of ancient Greek origin meaning “five angled”. In the 
Pentagon logo the five angles symbolise the human form 
itself with the head and four limbs, along with the five 
senses of sight, sound, touch, smell, and taste. Pretty 
cool, right?
 In terms of making gear though Pentagon has been 
active in the field of military clothing and accessories since 
1991 when the company started in Germany as a modest 
retail shop selling new and used military surplus goods. In 
1993 the business moved and expanded with the opening 
of a new wholesale warehouse in Northern Greece. In the 
late 90’s a new generation of customers were showing 
up searching for military and law enforcement clothing 
and gear with technologically advanced fabrics, new and 
improved pocket arrangements and contemporary fitting 
styles. 

Most of these products demanded could only be found 
in recognised outdoor sports brands and in colours that 
were not appropriate for the military and law enforcement 
sector.
 That is when Pentagon decided to fill this gap, and 
they started by looking for manufacturers and partners 
that were producing for leading outdoor companies so as 
to acquire a thorough understanding of the technology of 
modern fabric construction and material functionality. They 
invested in the art of pattern making so they could achieve 
the perfect fit for high-intensity activities that also provided 
high levels of comfort and an aesthetic which was missing 
from the classic military and law enforcement products.
 Finally after many years of research and development 
and working closely with Military, Police, Fire fighters, 
Rescue and Security teams they developed a totally 
new product series which came to be known as “Tactical 
Sportswear™”. This was their answer to an advanced 
military clothing and gear concept which incorporates 
quality, technology, design and aesthetic all in one package 
and their motto to complement all this is “Gear Up!™”

GOOD GEAR FOR THE GOOD GUYS
With an established presence in both the tactical and 
outdoor markets Pentagon are not one’s to sit on their 
hands, and the latest models to hit take things a step 
further in all ways! Pretty much gone are the “square cut 
cargo pants” and “boxy field jackets” of old, replaced by 
some really cutting edge design elements designed for 
fast-paced, dynamic users.
 One area that is often overlooked in relation to your 
clothing system is that of the next to skin, or “base” layer. 
 Pentagon have addressed this with a number of updated 
styles but my personal favourite is the APOLLO TAC FRESH 
ACTIVITY SHIRT. The Apollo is a breathable, lightweight and 
stretchable long sleeve activity shirt made of quick-drying 
fabric, with slim fit and a moisture absorbing laser cut 
mesh material on key points. Offering maximum freedom 
of movement and comfort all day long, the Apollo Activity 
Shirt is perfect to wear as a tactical base layer during 
training, at the gym, range, or when out and about in the 
great outdoors.
 As I write we’re experiencing quite a mild Autumn and 
I’m not yet ready to move up to a full fleece as yet, so the 
PENTAGON THESPIS SWEATER VEST is an absolutely perfect 
“halfway house”. Made from lightweight and breathable 
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full front YKK zipper, high collar, a large hood for added 
protection, two seamless hand pockets and soft inner lining 
for added comfort. The Thespis Sweater Vest offers excellent 
freedom of movement with good protection against the 
wind and cold weather and is perfect as “off duty” casual 
wear as well as on the range.
 If you do need to start layering up against the cold though, 
Pentagon offers some really great options and I have two 
models to recommend here. The AMINTOR TACTICAL SWEATER 
is a comfortable tactical sweater featuring a fine fleece inner 
backing and an outer layer with the appearance of knitted 
wool. It comes with a high collar, a full-length front zipper 
with chin guard and internal storm flap, low profile zipped 
chest pocket on the left side, large zipped hand pockets 
lined with mesh, elbows reinforced with hard shell fabric, 
and elastic sleeve cuffs. The FALCON TACTICAL SWEATER 2.0 
takes things up a notch, whilst it has the same fabrics and 
features of the Amintor the Falcon comes with snorkel hood 
integrated with a high collar to keep things extra toasty!
 The GERAKI JACKET is a model that’s been in Pentagons 
line for a while now, but I have to say that it is one of my 
favourites! The Geraki is a warm and ultra-lightweight down 
liner jacket with duck down insulation, super soft Nylon 
Taslon Rip-Stop patches and genuine YKK zipper hardware. 
The jacket keeps warmth inside and offers superb protection 
against really cold and windy weather. With multiple YKK 
zipped pockets, elasticated cuffs and adjustable bottom 
hem, the Geraki Jacket is ideal to carry in your pack for those 
chilly moments or for extra, immediate warmth if you’re in 
a bivvy situation. 
 When things turn properly cold though, the LCP 2.0 
PARKA is well worth a look. Warm and highly comfortable, 
the LCP 2.0 Parka provides exceptional protection against 
the elements with a “Storm Tex” laminated membrane 
and water-resistant Nylon Taslon outer shell. Additionally, 
it comes with a Primaloft Eco filling for added warmth, high 
collar with large protective hood, and a two-way full front 
water-repellent zipper with a chin guard. The LCP 2.0 Parka 
also features multiple pockets, underarm vents to help air 
circulate and keep the core dry and fresh, hook and loop 
panels and fully adjustable bottom hem for a perfect snug fit. 
 In terms of trousers Pentagon have been really looking 
at fit and function; the latest iteration of their popular 
HERMES ACTIVITY PANTS resembles my favourite pair of 
mountain trousers, but if anything the fabrics and design 

are even better! Crafted from durable four-way stretch 
mid-weight Nylon and Elastane fabric, the Hermes Activity 
Pants feature Ripstop reinforced two-way stretch patches 
on commonly worn areas, a durable YKK main zipper with 
Jeans rivet button, an elasticated waist for perfect fit, 
and adjustable elastic cord on the legs bottom for extra 
protection. Additionally, the pants come with two regular 
hand pockets, two zipped pockets and compact tool sleeve 
pocket for added convenience. The Hermes Activity Pants 
from Pentagon are perfect for everyday wear as well as for 
highly demanding outdoor activities.
 If you fancy something a bit more “traditionally tactical” 
then the ARIS TAC PANTS have all the features you could want 
in a sleek design package. Crafted from durable 225gsm 
two-way mechanical stretch PolyCotton Ripstop fabric, the 
Aris Tac Pants feature multiple storage pockets including 
two expandable side cargo pockets with inner sleeve 
pockets, internal knee pad pockets, a diamond crotch for 
added freedom of movement, and elasticated tunnel tube 
waistband for perfect fit.

GROUND POUNDERS
In addition to their clothing, Pentagon also offers some 
pretty cool footwear and I’d be remiss if I didn’t bring the 
ACHILLES TREKKING BOOTS to your attention. Available with 
an 8” or 6” cuff the durable and lightweight Achilles Trekking 
Boots feature a suede leather construction with durable 1200 
denier Nylon material, breathable Coolmax inner lining, 
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and a clever eyelet setup for a perfect fit. These robust 
trekking boots come with 4000mm Dintex water-resistant 
membrane, comfortable inner padding, rubberised toe 
cap and heel, and a removable Ortholite insole for all-day 
comfort. The high-performance Pentagon Achilles Trekking 
Boots provide superb protection to the foot and ankle in 
every situation and are ideal for all kinds of outdoor actives; 
these appear to be a perfect choice for anyone who is looking 
for military quality footwear designed especially for extreme 
conditions, and I’ve requested a pair from Military1st so I 
can give you the full lowdown at a later date.
 Add to what I’ve highlighted here that Pentagon also offer 
a solid range of headgear, accessories, packs and luggage, 
and all in all you’ve got a very varied yet extremely logical 
offering. Each year Pentagon seems to add new fabrics, 
designs and technologies to their range, whilst at the same 
time updating and improving what they already have. My 
Pentagon Geraki down jacket has seen some really hard 
abuse, being used on a daily basis in the Winter months, 
and accompanying me on numerous range days, camping 
trips and outdoor adventures; it’s proved to be a great 
investment, and now it’s beginning to show signs of wear 
I’ll need to think about replacing it… what should I replace 
it with? Oh, another Geraki I think!
 From personal experience, and the feedback I’ve got from 
other members of the PMCI team Pentagon 
really should be a brand to put on your radar, 
and you can check out all the very latest models 
by simply visiting www.military1st.co.uk
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It’s always great when you find a new manufacturer of tactical gear and clothing, especially when 
the story behind the brand is a strong and credible one. PMCI takes a look at the “new kid on the 
block”, Cannae Pro and tells us just what they have to offer.

GOING PRO

any of you might think that the PMCI 
Team head off to major shows around 
the world on a bit of a “jolly”, but let me 
tell you from the get go that as much as 
there is a social element with any industry 
gathering everyone that heads to SHOT, 
IWA or the like is going to put in some 
serious “boots on the ground time” and 
cover literally miles of show floor in an 

effort to dig out emergent brands and stories; such a search 
opened our eyes to US gear brand Cannae Pro.
 So you may well ask, who are Cannae Pro, where have 
they come from, and why should I be interested? 
 Valid questions all which I’ll endeavour to enlighten you 
on. Cannae Pro Gear is now one of the fastest-growing tactical 
brands in the USA, producing superior quality gear, apparel 
and accessories. Based in Long Beach, California Cannae 
Pro works with active operators from specials operations 
units, law enforcement, first responders, and enthusiasts 
who specialise in the tactical, hunting, and active/outdoor 
markets to develop a cutting-edge, practical and diverse 
product line.
 

Cannae Pro Gear was founded by Robert Hollander, Chairman 
and CEO, a noted brand builder who has created and 
successfully launched numerous products, including those 
for the automotive industry and NASCAR, in addition to his 
ground breaking marketing of the 1996 Summer Olympics in 
Atlanta. Cannae’s experienced team is led by the company’s 
COO, Andrew Work, who has built an international reputation 
for product development, sales, and merchandising of 
consumer products ranging from outdoor, tactical, extreme 
sports, and lifestyle accessories. 
 Named for the famous battle at which Hannibal defeated 
a vastly superior Roman force in 216 BC (historians consider 
“The Battle of Cannae” one of the most brilliant military 
victories ever!) Cannae Pro’s stated mission is to provide 
the best possible products that utilise quality materials like 
Cordura Nylon, YKK Zippers, and Duraflex Buckles and are 
designed to meet the gruelling demands of combat while 
appealing to the modern urban user. 

Robert Hollander has stated; 
“We targeted the tactical, shooting sports and active/
extreme outdoor market with an innovative product line 
of clothing, backpacks and equipment, because research 

M



showed that there is a real need for a range of technically 
superior products at a truly affordable price that deliver on the 
promise of performance.,” 

The company’s increased brand awareness has captured the 
attention of a number of industry professionals who have begun 
to use the products and recommend them due to their balance 
of features, quality, and value. Cannae Pro’s unique designs and 
well thought out functionality have resulted in the company 
being approached by several firearms manufacturers interested 
in developing co-branded products.
 It has been an incredible start for Cannae Pro, and I find 
it incredible how quickly awareness of the brand is increasing 
inside and outside the core industry. Cannae Pro have already 
brought on a host of well-respected dealers and distributors to 
help meet consumer demand and the needs of military and law 
enforcement customers around the globe. And now they have 
now expanded their international reach considerably.

“BATTLE READY”
One of Cannae Pro’s first products, the Legion Day Pack, was 
designed to meet the needs of military and law enforcement 
operators while being comfortable and feature rich enough 
for daily use by recreational shooters and even businessmen 
looking for rugged packs. Designed and engineered for everyday 
carry, The Legion Day Pack meets the highest standards of 
Cannae Pro Gear. It’s ergonomically built to provide maximum 

comfort while carrying a light to heavy loads; with exceptional 
features, maximum durability, large wide body cavity, easy-
access and more, this pack is ideal for all situations. This simple 
yet innovative pack really tells you all you need to know about 
Cannae Pro, but in their words “this was just the start”.
 With all the capabilities and features of the Legion Day Pack, 
the Legion-Elite Day Pack with Helmet Carry is designed for 
the heavy hitting professional operator. Ergonomically built to 
provide maximum comfort while carrying heavy loads, it also 
has a helmet-carry/quick-access open compression pouch, and 
a side 9” x 6” magazine zipper pocket pouch.
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Moving into some detail with my favourite model in the lineup 
the Phalanx Helmet-Carry Duty Pack is designed and engineered 
for the extreme professional operator. Again ergonomically 
built to provide maximum comfort while carrying light-to-
heavy loads, this is a pack that can be used for days at a time; 
it has a helmet-carry/quick-access compression front pouch, 9” 
x 6” Side Magazine Zipper Pouch, Enormous Easy-Access Main 
Body, Removable waist belt, an is Hydration/Concealed Carry 
Capable. With exceptional features throughout the Phalanx is 
the prime Full Size Duty Pack for military and law enforcement, 
and for us will make a superb MilSim “lugger”.

Features on this pack include:
• Strong Duraflex Buckles and Hardware
• Reliable YKK Zippers
• Full Zip Body for Complete Access
• Helmet Carry Capable which can also be used as compression 
 quick-access pouch
• Quick-Access Zipper Pocket on Front
• 9” x 6” Side Zipper Pocket Pouch (Can hold 4 M4 Magazines)
• Quick-Access Protective Laptop/Tablet Compartment
• Easy Grab Top Handle
• “Super-Grip” Zipper Pullers
• Back Zipper Compartment for 2-Liter Hydration Bladder and 
 Concealed Carry Capable
• 45 Mil-Spec Molle Attachment Points for Modular 
 Customisation
• 6 Exterior Heavy Duty D-Rings
• 6 Exterior Compression and Tie Down Straps
• Quick Access Side Pockets for Water Bottle, Magazines, etc.

• Exterior Earphone Port
• Removable Waist Belt which can be also separately utilized as 
 load-up belt
• Internal Admin Organizer w/ 5 Open or Zip Pockets
• Quick Access Soft-Padded Protective Eye wear Compartment
• Fabric: Cordura® Nylon
• Capacity 30 Litres (Main Body)/37 Litres (with Helmet Carry  
 at maximum)

In addition to their dedicated “tactical packs” Cannae Pro also 
offer a number of models ideal for every day carry and use such 
as the Urban Prefect, Urban Cohort, and Optio Sling Pack. These 
are also chock full of features; designed and engineered for the 
hustle and bustle of the urban environment, these packs meet 
the highest standards; with maximum durability, large wide 
body cavities easy-access and more, whether you are battling 
the enemy, elements or the streets,  or just want a pack to put 
books in these are absolutely ideal!
 And there’s one item that all of us need and that’s a good, 
solid gun bag, and Cannae Pro have the answer to this in their 
range too in the form of the Triplex Acies 3 Gun Bag. Named 
after the Roman battle formation that Hannibal faced in most 
of his battles, the Triplex Acies was one of the most flexible and 
adaptable formations on the battlefield. Cannae Pro believe in 
bringing that tactical brilliance to the gun bag market. Whether 
you are competing in three gun competition, taking a class at a 
range, heading to your local site or simply need a case that can 
do it all the Triplex Acies is the bag for you. Complete with eye 
protection carrier, ear protection pouch, and enough room for 
2 long guns plus two pistols and their needed magazines, the 
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Triplex Acies can do it all as the features are first rate!
• Strong Duraflex Buckles and Hardware
• Reliable YKK Zippers
• Locking Zippers for Secure Transport
• Full Zip Body for Complete Access
• Quick Access Soft-Padded Protective Eye wear Compartment
• “Super-Grip” Zipper Pullers
• Over Sized middle pouch for hearing protection storage
• Compression Straps
• Top and bottom Easy Grab Drag Handles
• External Velcro Field
• Carries up to 4 AR magazines in External Pouch
• Carries up to 8 pistol magazines in External Pouch
• Full frame concealable shoulder yoke
• Removable shoulder sling
• Removable divider mat inside of bag
• 48 MOLLE points for individual customization
• Securing straps inside bag for firearm transport
• Concealable Barrel Extension for long barrelled rifles
• Fabric: Cordura® Nylon

READY TO WEAR, AND GOOD TO GO!
Although you might think that the gear is the high point of 
what’s on offer from Cannae Pro it would be remiss of me 
to not mention their excellent clothing range too. It’s a tight, 
meticulously thought out collection that right now amounts to 
just six items, Operator Tactical Polos both long and short sleeve, 
the Centurion Performance Pullover and Rig Fleece Performance 
Pullover, a superb Battle Ready Tactical Hoodie, and last but by 
no means least the Shield Soft Shell Jacket. I’m not going to go 
into detail on these items today as we have models inbound for 
individual testing, but the details of the Soft Shell jacket will at 
least give you some idea as to what you can expect.
 The Shield Soft Shell Jacket is a comfortable, flexible jacket 
which has been designed for the professional operator. Made 
from water and wind resistant Poly Soft Shell with a bit of Elastic 
makes this a lightweight, all-weather jacket and provides soft 
and durable warmth with the flexibility to “move and groove” in 
extreme situations. Features include an easy-entry chest zipper 
pocket, wide and deep abdominal side zipper pockets for heavy 
objects/concealed carry, side zip openings for side holster, 
generous sized inside pockets, and an easy-access left arm 
zipper pocket. In addition, there are patch fields on both arms to 
customise your ID or team patches, and velcro cuff straps help 
keep the heat in and the cold out.
 This is a really super bit of kit which really shows what 
Cannae Pro are capable of when it comes to highly functional 
yet comfortable clothing, and I certainly hope that there will 
be more to come from them in this repsect! Scott Country 
International are currently busy sorting out retailers in the 
UK and I’m absolutely certain that we’ll be seeing a lot about 
Cannae Pro in the immediate future. I for one am looking 
forward to really putting the test pieces through the mill, and I’ll 
report back in more detail when I’ve done so!
 For more details on Cannae Pro gear in the UK, along with 
stockist details please do visit www.scottcountry.co.uk and 
simply type “Cannae” into the search box!
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leeping bags work to trap stationary air within 
the bag itself whilst you sleep, using your body 
as a radiator to circulate warm air without 
releasing it. The best kind of sleeping bags are 
those with features that secure in this heat, 
whether that’s from an exceptional filling that 
lofts well, baffles that seal out every cold spot, 
or the impressive hood that traps in air near 
your ears and neck. 

 When you buy a sleeping bag you will be faced with a 
wide choice of temperature ratings, seasonal ratings, and lots 
of weird numbers in general. Most usually Sleeping Bags are 
categorised into Season Ratings, but these ratings should really 
only be considered as a guide as different bags within the 
seasonal range will differ in over all performance.

1 Season Sleeping Bags – Summer only for use at around +4/5 
Degrees

2 Season Sleeping Bags - Later spring to early Autumn when 
you are unlikely to be on the receiving end of frost or snow. For 
use at around 0 degrees

3 Season Sleeping Bags - More technical than a 2 season bag, 
these are best for mild to cold nights, without frost, but with a 
very low temperature around  0 to -5 degrees
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A good sleeping bag is a vital piece of kit. You are unlikely to get through any overnight or longer term 
situation if you don’t have that all essential rest. With this thought in mind, we at PMCI have put together 
the following information, to help you pick the sleeping bag that is right for you, and right for the situation!

GETTING YOUR HEAD DOWN – UNDERSTANDING 
YOUR SLEEPING SYSTEM PART 1



4 Season Sleeping Bags -! These technical bags are made for very 
cold Winter nights in the outdoors. These are typically more bulky 
and weigh more, but they do let you deal with more extreme 
conditions, say to around -10 degrees.
 Although sleeping bags are grouped into season ratings you 
should bear in mind the following that when defining the Season 
Ratings, assumptions have been made regarding weather and 
temperature conditions for each season. In reality, of course these 
vary greatly from year to year and area to area. In 2002, EN 13537 
legislation came in which ensured that all manufacturers now use 
high-tech sensors on heated mannequins in bags to determine 
how cold the bags can get. This is to standardise how sleeping 
bags are sold, and get away from the very subjective ‘Seasonal 
ratings’.  
 Other factors, such as the additional use of a roll mat or 
sleeping mat, are you sleeping inside a tent or completely 
outside and of course the thermal efficiency of any night clothing 
you may wear will affect your sleeping bag requirements.

TEMPERATURE RATINGS 
• You will typically see two temperature ratings quoted on any 
Sleeping Bag; the Comfort Temperature Rating and the Extreme 
Temperature Rating. What are they? What do they mean?

THE COMFORT TEMPERATURE RATING - is shown as a range such 
as +12°C to +25°C. The range is generally understood to refer 
to the ambient temperature around you. The first temperature 
quoted in this range is the lowest the manufacturer considers 
you will remain comfortable in. Naturally, the second value is 
the highest temperature that they consider you will remain 
comfortable in. 

THE EXTREME TEMPERATURE RATING - is a single value and is 
generally understood to be the coldest temperature that an 
experienced user should use the sleeping bag in. 
 Although all sleeping bags have temperature ratings you 
should bear in mind that notions of warmth and what is a 
comfortable sleeping temperature are subjective. Be aware of 
this and let your knowledge of your own personal requirements 
influence your decision. 

Since EN13537 came into force sleeping bags that meet the 
standard display 4 temperature ratings: Upper Limit - highest 
temperature at which a standard man would have a comfortable 
nights sleep without sweating. Comfort - lowest temperature at 
which a standard woman would have a comfortable nights sleep, 
lying on her back and relaxed. Lower Limit - lowest temperature 
at which a standard man in a rolled up body position would 
have a comfortable nights sleep. Extreme - temperature below 
which a standard woman could expect strong sensation of cold 
and maybe actual physical injury from cold (such as frost bite or 
hypothermia).

INSULATION CHOICES
Now this is an argument that continues to rage between many 
outdoor users; which insulation is best, natural or synthetic? 
 Down is warm, lightweight and packable. If well cared for, it 
retains its loft up to three times longer than most synthetics.  
 However, when it is wet, the thermal properties of down are 
virtually eliminated. Down forms clumps if exposed to dampness 
or moisture and therefore it performs best in cold dry climates.  
 Down will also compress more easily leading to a smaller 
packed size.
 The majority of sleeping bags these days though use 
synthetic materials for insulation (the fill). The most common 
synthetic threads are usually hollow, reducing their weight and 
enabling them to trap more air; some even mimic the down 
cluster. The positives for synthetic fill are that they still provide 
some insulation when wet and dry fairly quickly, especially when 
compared to down fill. This can also mean they are easier to clean 
(most are machine washable) Synthetic fill bags are typically less 
expensive than down filled versions, and allergic reactions are 
generally not an issue 

CONSTRUCTION METHOD AND FEATURES 
The construction method used is vital to keep the fill in place. It’s 
no good having an efficient insulation material if it all ends up at 
one end of the sleeping bag. 
• The Single Layer Construction: Stitched Through or Quilted 
method hold the filling in channels or baffles. 
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However, you get cold spots along the stitch lines and therefore 
this method is unsuitable for cold weather bags.
• The Off-Set Double-Layer Construction: this method uses 
two layers with the stitching lines offset helping to eliminate 
the problem of cold spots.
• The Advanced Shingle Construction Method: this method 
does not use stitching at all. Because of this it typically produces 
30% extra loft. Special resins enable the insulating fibres to 
support themselves inside the bag. No stitch lines means no 
cold spots!
 Other things to look at closely before you decide on your 
ideal bag or sleeping system can be features as simple as zips; 
as well as enabling easy access, zips can be used to control 
temperature in the sleeping bag, particularly those fitted with 
‘2-way’ zips. On warm nights you can ventilate the bag from 
the bottom; this is very handy for bags with a high temperature 
rating. Another aspect of zips to bear in mind is the baffle. Zips 
create a cold spot, so the baffle insulates it to avoid any cold spot.
 Ever found you are all snug inside your sleeping bag but the 
top of your head does not feel quite as comfortable?  A good 
sleeping bag fitted with a hood will help avoid this, and many 
can be adjusted with the use of a simple drawcord. Likewise the 
purpose of the neck baffle is to prevent the air your body has 
already made warm escaping. 
 Essentially sleeping bags can be grouped into two shapes; 
mummy shaped bags or rectangular bags. Mummy-shaped 
sleeping bags stay closer to your body and therefore have less 
air-space between you; due to this they are more thermally 
efficient. Additionally they tend to be a bit lighter because 
there is less material. Rectangular Sleeping Bags, though less 
thermally efficient, are great for those people that like more 
leg room, and they can provide greater overall comfort because 
they cater for more sleeping positions. 
 Good stuff sacs enable easy transport and most incorporate 
compression straps to reduce the pack size. However, many 
people make the mistake of storing their sleeping bag in the 
stuff sac. This is bad for the filling and reduces the efficiency. 

For long term storage, the bag should be loose, not tightly 
packed; personally I use an old pillow case!

A sleeping bag liner is a 
versatile way of adding 
extra warmth, making 
it possible to use your 
sleeping bag in colder 
conditions. 
 Most liners are easier 
to clean than sleeping 
bags and are made 
using soft materials 
that enhance your 
comfort. Again, my personal choice is silk; although relatively 
expensive, silk is a great insulator and also wicks moisture 
away for you if things get a bit sweaty. In warm weather, a 
liner alone can make a comfortable alternative to a sleeping 
bag, and if you need to be in your bag with boots on, they are 
far easier to clean than the bag itself! 
 When lying in your sleeping bag the bottom fill is compressed 
making it less thermally efficient. Additionally, the ground 
temperature is always colder than your body temperature. Roll 
mats combat these two problems adding extra insulation just 
where it is needed. They also help to keep the underside of the 
sleeping bag cleaner. 
 The last word on sleeping bags is to really study what you’ll 
be needing for the particular area of operations or training 
environment you’re going to be in, then look to particular 
features of the sleeping bag to deal with this. For instance 
there’s no point taking a light, small pack size down bag into a 
rain forest because once wet it will lose all it’s thermal efficiency.
 Likewise, and I’ve suffered this personally through a desire 
to save on the overall weight and size of my pack, there’s no 
point taking a lightweight two season synthetic filled bag into 
an Alpine environment; believe me when I tell you 
that even when you’re in a mountain hut with a 
roaring log fire, the early hours of the morning can 
be a VERY cold place to be if you’ve made the wrong 
choice!
 My thanks go to http://www.snugpak.com for 
the images used in this article.
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BOOK REVIEW

RUSSIA’S DEAD END: A KREMLIN INSIDER’S 
TESTIMONY FROM GORBACHEV TO PUTIN
With so much “fake news” appearing not only online, but also 
disseminated in other forms of the media it’s extremely hard 
to know what to believe these days. However, as throughout 
history referring to texts that nave been written by “inside 
experts”, whose provenance has been well established and 
detailed can give an invaluable insight of where the truth 
really lies. 
 Elite-level Soviet politics, privileged access to state secrets, 
knowledge about machinations inside the Kremlin; this is the 
environment in which Andrei A. Kovalev lived and worked. 
In this memoir of his time as a successful diplomat serving in 
various key capacities and as a member of Mikhail Gorbachev’s 
staff, Kovalev reveals hard truths about his country as only a 
perceptive witness can do. 
 In “Russia’s Dead End” Kovalev shares his intimate knowledge 
of political activities behind the scenes at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and the Kremlin before and after the dissolution of the 
USSR in December 1991, including the Russia of Vladimir Putin. 
Kovalev analyses Soviet efforts to comply with international 
human-rights obligations, the machinations of the KGB, and 
the link between corrupt oligarchs and state officials. 
 He documents the fall of the USSR, the post-Soviet explosion 
of state terrorism and propaganda, and offers a nuanced 
historical explanation of the roots of Russia’s contemporary 
crisis under Vladimir Putin. This insider’s memoir provides a 
penetrating analysis of late-Soviet and post-Soviet Russian 
politics that is pungent, pointed, witty, and accessible. It 
assesses the current dangerous status of Russian politics 
and society while illuminating the path to a more just and 
democratic future.
 “Russia’s Dead End” is an absolutely fascinating and 
interesting read for anyone seeking additional insights into 
Russia and its most recent history, and should be a “must 
read” for anyone who truly seeks real stories and not fake tales 
designed to sell simplistic ideas to sheep.
 “Andrei Kovalev has drawn on his remarkable career at 
the highest level of Russian politics from Gorbachev to Putin 
to give a picture of both successes and disappointments. 
This is a book written from the heart by a diplomat of acute 
intelligence. Kovalev rode the steed of Russian public affairs 
till his conscience told him to dismount, and this exceptional 
book explains his reasons” - Robert Service (09/09/2016)

Author: Andrei A Kovalev
Hardcover: 392 pages
Publisher: Potomac Books, Inc. (1 Aug. 2017)
Language: English
ISBN-10: 1612348939



had the privilege of having family members from all 
branches of service from a wide spectrum of eras, 
including my Great Uncle Joe who marched across 
Europe in World War I to my Uncle Dennis and Uncle 
John, who both saw service in Vietnam among others. 
   A shattered knee and high SAT score sent me to 
college while many of my cousins marched off to 
the recruiter station. After school, I would manage 
to find my duty as a SWAT team sniper under one 

of the best tactical minds I have ever known, Vietnam Army 
veteran turned Law Enforcement, Lt Curtis Pittman. During the 
period of developing my firearms proficiency from age 6 to 22 
and fighting mindset from 22 to 30, one item I was fortunate 
enough to learn from every warrior I met during my journey 
was the appreciation of a good knife. The ability to separate 
the Hollywood concept of battle knives from the real world, 
practical application and skills to handle them. 
 Thanks to the leadership of my SWAT team advisor and Bronze 
Star awarded veteran, Lt. Curtis Pittman, I had the opportunity 
to compete in the North Carolina SWAT team competitions and 
to train on the legendary grounds of Fort Bragg Army Base, 
where true modern gods of war have walked from Lamb and 
McNamara to Vickers and Hurth. These opportunities led to me 
being a regular in the Fayetteville, NC area for training from  
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SPARTAN BLADES 
HARSEY DIFENSA, AND THE GEORGE V-14 DAGGER

I
Growing up in eastern North Carolina, I spent the better part of my 41 years of life 90 minutes from Camp 
Lejeune Marine Corps base to the southeast, Cherry Point Airforce Base to the east and Fort Bragg Army 
base to the south. To say my childhood was filled with current military and veterans would be a gross 
understatement!



visits to the base ranges to full-auto training down the street at 
the world famous JIM’s Guns indoor range. 
 From this wealth of knowledge and training mecca, two such 
highly decorated retired Special Forces NCOs turned knife makers 
were discovered just a few miles from Fort Bragg’s back gate in 
the sleepy town of Southern Pines, NC. The company, Spartan 
Blades is now world renowned for producing thousands of blades 
for special military forces and private contractors around the 
globe. Founders Curtis Iovito and Mark Carey were both Army 
Special Forces snipers and have worked overseas as contractors on 
personal security details for well-known government agencies.  
 With Spartan Blades being located close to Fort Bragg, they 
actively keep in contact with active duty SF soldiers, allowing 
them to stay current on what is needed in terms of combat/
survival knives. Spartan Blades is also known for collaborating 
with other highly qualified experts in the design of their knives. 
For two of Spartan Blades most famous and award-winning 
knives, the Difensa and the George V-14 Dagger, they turned to 
Oregon knife-maker Bill Harsey and Les George from Mississippi. 

SPARTAN – HARSEY DIFENSA
I want to start off by looking at the Spartan Harsey Difensa. This 
blade was born from the collaborative work between Spartan 
Blades and knife making legend Bill Harsey. Given the experience 
and knowledge of both Mark Carey and Curtis Iovito combined 
with Bill Harsey, regardless if it was a knife, hammer or bottle 
opener, you could best bet it would be the most thought out 
and purpose-built tool possible purely based off their previous 
successes. These three men all have walls full of the awards and 

accolades well-earned over the years for their creations for both 
civilian and military markets. 
 The Difensa is a rock-solid knife specially built for a select 
modern Canadian special forces group. This purpose-built blade 
aptly takes its name for a legendary US / Canadian WWII joint 
unit, the First Special Service Force in which the current Canadian 
and US special forces can both trace their roots to. This unit, also 
known as the Devil’s Brigade saw its first combat against two 
heavily fortified Nazi positions in the Italian mountains, one 
being Monte La Difensa and the other Monte La Remetanea. 
 These brave men demonstrated the value of their special skills 
and training taking these two critical positions and notched their 
place in history. This special unit, this knife appears to represent 
them well in Harsey’s overall design and high-quality materials 
used for its construction. Measuring 11 5/8” overall with a blade 
length just over 6”, the knife is built from CPM S35VN steel, often 
referred to as a “super steel” for its durability, hardness and edge 
retention. Offered in black or flat dark earth, the test sample 
arrived in the black SpartaCoat PVD. 
 Most of the blade’s field testing came from our private training 
grounds known as The Swamp. Aptly named for the standing 
water, thick underbrush, dense Palmetto bushes and hardwoods.  
 Some days during the summer here, you can almost swing a 
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knife and watch the hot, damp air briefly filet open. With the 
Difensa being a knife for such forces that would need to hike, 
climb, camp and survive in all environments, it was designed 
as much for general utility as it was slicing the fight out of an 
opposing enemy in combat. 
 To test the proficiency of the Difensa, I wanted to see 
how it cut standard items it was designed to handle such and 
paracord, meat, webbing, wood and even some rubber lined 
metal items such as jumper cables, phone lines, and power 
cords. The 3D contoured micarta handle fit my hands perfectly 
and offered a sure grip even when wet from the high Florida 
summer humidity. The deep jimping on the spine offered a 
firm, nonslip purchase on the knife for my thumb when baring 
down on the knife for leverage. 
 After several days of bushcrafting with the Difensa, the 
edge was still impressively sharp enough to slice paper. 
 My experience with the knife set my mind to the old Ginsu knife 
commercials where the salesman would slice through a beer 
can then slice up tomatoes paper thin. I did not cut anything 
100% metal such as a beer can, I did use the Difensa to sharpen 
several beef rib bones into makeshift bushcrafting tools. I have 
even seen the Difensa used to open a soup can but in the rare 
event I misplace one of the five small folding military can 
openers I own, I believe I could still find a better tool to use 
than my very expensive knife used for much more critical tasks. 
 What really impressed me was the strength of the blade’s 
tip. During my testing, the knife was stabbed into logs and 
pried out at various angles as well as a few scrap paint cans left 
in the garage. The tip and the blade’s overall protective finish 
held strong although I was glad to have taken some product 
photos before the abuse. While we do use the blades often 
and roughly, nothing is overly excessive and meant to cause 
failure during the course of activities in which the blade was 
not designed for. This normally means, we use them in the 
woods, in the water, through possible rust, sweat and blood,

but don’t expect to read about how the edge held after being 
shot or chopping down a concrete post. 
 Retailing at US$425, this isn’t a cheap, wholesale knife 
designed for couch commandos. The price reflects the high-
quality materials and work that went into each blades 
construction. The sheath included with the knife was just 
as high quality as the blade it was meant to hold. Offering 
multiple carry options including belt mounted and lashing 
to gear, the nylon sheath had what appeared to be a Kydex 
liner to prevent the point from cutting through it. The sheath 
was quick to deploy the blade while retaining it even inverted 
without the handle strap snapped closed.
 Overall, the Difensa is easily one of the best made knives 
I have seen in years. My time with the knife was a pleasure 
testing it while enjoying the great outdoors. If I was ever in 
a situation where my outdoor skills were in need to survive, I 
would hope to have a Difensa in my kit. 

SPECS
Designer:   William Harsey
Overall Length:  11 5/8”
Blade Length:  6 1/4”
Blade Thickness:  3/16”
Blade Steel:  CPM S35VN
Blade Hardness:  59-60 HRC
Blade Style:  Spear Point - Flat ground main bevel
  with tapered top edge.
Coating:  SpartaCoat - PVD - Tungsten DLC (Black)
  or ZrN (Flat Dark Earth)
Handle Material:  3D Contoured CE Canvas Micarta® 
  Black or Green
Weight:   11.36oz
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SPARTAN – GEORGE V-14 DAGGER
Moving on to the Spartan George V-14 Dagger, let’s start off 
not beating around the bush. This is NOT a bushcraft or hunting 
knife. You are NOT going to chop wood, skin deer, build a 
campsite or whittle a spoon with this implement of battle. This 
well-made, sexy knife has one purpose and one purpose only, 
the release souls from the mortal coils of enemy combatants. 
 Daggers have long symbolized elite units in military units 
such as the Office of Strategic Services (OSS) and proud warriors 
of battlefields pre-dating the European medieval era. The 
dagger in its many designs such as the iconic Fairbairn-Sykes 
and V-42 daggers have been used as an emblem of strength 
and deadliness on unit patches worldwide such as the US 
Special Forces (Yes, Green Berets), the French Foreign Legion, 
British SAS, US Airborne about just about every other heavy 
hitting unit elite unit on the planet. That alone should tell you 
how much influence the dagger carries in the hearts of real 
world fighters!  
 As a longtime fan of both the previously mentioned 
Fairbairn–Sykes and V-42 fighting knives, the Spartan George 
V-14 dagger was like meeting offspring an old friend the first 
time I handled one. I could see influences of both icons blended 
into the Les George design. Weighing in at only 10 ounces, this 
handy dagger is just at 11.5 inches long. Made from better 
materials and an impressively updated overall design, the V-14 
dagger picks up where the Fairbairn-Sykes knife left off. Marking 
the first collaboration between Spartan Blades and prolific knife 
designer, Les George, the V-14 quickly became an iconic knife 
for the company by winning the BLADE 2014 Collaboration Knife 
of the Year. Rather than keeping with the traditional weaker, 
hidden rat tail tang inside a metal handle, the V-14 dagger was 
an improved design with a much stronger full-tang and very 
sleek, handy contoured G-10 grips. The full tang extents from 
the flared bottom of the grips to form a pointed pommel, often 
referred by dagger fans as a “skull crusher” or reverse strikes.  
 Additionally, as Spartan Blades points out on their website, 
the grips feature oblong with flats on each side to assist in the 
indexing the knife in the dark or extreme low visibility as yet 
another update to the traditional dagger design. 
 Constructed from CPM S35VN Stainless Steel, the blade has 
a full-length hollow grind on all 4 bevels of this dagger leaving 
an ominous diamond shaped puncture wound. Both sides of 
the blade feature a deep full-length fuller also known as a 
blood groove. The steel is then vacuum heat treated, double 
deep cryogenically treated and double tempered to add to 
edge retention and toughness, thus curing a problem that 
has plagued past military daggers. The strong, thin blade can 
easily slip between ribs or puncture behind a clavicle. Again, 
full disclosure, if you’re ran through with this blade, you would 
bleed like a water faucet due to the geometry and intent of the 
design. War is Hell and time is never on your side. 
 Along with the knife, Spartan Blades shipped a Flat Dark 
Earth Kydex sheath with removable nylon belt loop option.  

 Along the both sides of the sheath, where were plenty of 
eyelets large enough for lashing to gear using paracord. The 
sheath is very fast to deploy but can easily be retained inverted 
on your kit without worry of it jarring loose.  
 Retailing at US$445, the Spartan-George V-14 dagger 
is a highly specialized tool that takes a good bit of training 
and dedication to master which I would strongly encourage. 
Remember, even if you had a lightsaber, it wouldn’t make you 
a Jedi. This knife is in high demand by top professionals around 
the world and currently serving in over a dozen theaters of 
operation that I personally know of. If you can find one of these 
blades in stock and you are a military collector or boots on the 
ground warrior, I encourage you to purchase one of these future 
pieces of military history. 

SPECS
Designer:   Les George
Overall Length:  11 1/2”
Blade Length:  6 3/4”
Blade Thickness: 1/4”
Blade Steel:  CPM S35VN
Blade Hardness:  59-60 HRC
Blade Style:  Full Tang Hollow Ground Dagger
Coating:  SpartaCoat - PVD - Tungsten DLC (Black)
  or ZrN (Flat Dark Earth)
Handle Material: 3D Contoured G10, Black or Green
Weight:  9.28 oz

FINAL THOUGHTS
The company slogan for Spartan Blades is “Knives with Intent”. 
It only takes one look at the designs and materials their blades 
are made from to know this is 100% true. Although their work 
could be in a museum of art, the blades are made for the battle 
in field they proudly serve today. If these blades end up in a 
museum in the future, you can best bet, it will be a military 
museum as part of the tools that helped defend the freedom of 
those brave enough to fight for it. 
 Whether your taste is met in the form of the Spartan Harsey 
Difensa or that of the Spartan George V-14 Dagger, you can rest 
assured, both are from great minds who understand the needs 
of those staring in the face of danger in the dark reaches of the 
world most of us couldn’t even point out on a map. You won’t 
see chest bumping, bravado screaming commercials for these 
knives online or on TV because they are the tools of the swift, 
silent and deadly types who do more for our freedom than 
any politician or bureaucrat ever will. Plenty of companies can 
talk the talk, but the men that make up Spartan Blades have 
proudly walked the walk and continue to serve through the 
top-quality projects they produce for their customers around 
the world. 
 I trust Spartan Blades products each time I venture out into 
the swamp hiking, camping, hunting or working with one of 
their knives as a staple of my “go pack”. Additionally, I carry 
one of Spartan Blades’ newer designed folders, 
the Pallas, in my pants pocket in everyday life 
activities including the defense of my life and that 
of my family but that is a review for another day. 
For now, to see more about Spartan Blades product 
and discover which one is right for you, visit them 
at www.spartanbladesusa.com. 
 Until next time, Train Hard and Continue the Fight!! 



have found those with the deepest insight into this 
industry not to mention some of the coolest stories 
have been the gunsmiths that keep competition 
shooters, hunters, war fighters and law enforcement 
firearms in perfect working order. Part scholar, part 
machinist and part simply magician, these highly 
trained certified gunsmiths seem to be a shrinking 
number of much needed professionals. According to an 
article in Forbes magazine last year, there were only 

15,615 certified gunsmiths currently doing business in America. 
This is a relatively low number considering the rapidly growing 
number of gun owners. 
 For a “Special” this issue, I decided to tap into the experience 
and knowledge of some of my close friends in the gunsmithing 
world, each with different levels of experience, years on the 
job and personal viewpoints to get an introspective look at 
what threatens the art of gunsmithing as well as the firearms 
industry in general and what will be needed to keep both 
alive and growing. First, I reached out to Jim Fuller, founder of 
Rifle Dynamics (www.rifledynamics.com) in Las Vegas, Nevada 
who is widely known in the industry as the AK-47 guru, his 

work much beloved by our Editor! This gunsmith of over 30 
years experience has not only taken the AK platform into 
the mainstream but been the subject of TV shows, magazine 
articles, books and videos. To say he is a rock star in our industry 
would only be underselling him. 
Not to be overshadowed, my next call was to a guy that came 
up with the same love of guns, Soldier of Fortune and campy 
action flicks as I did, Vincent Buckles in Gonzales, Louisiana. 
 For years, Vince lived the rock star gunsmith life as one of 
America’s favorite reality TV personalities on “Sons of Guns”. 
 The true reality is, Vince wasn’t just a TV star. Vince founded 
Mesa Kinetic Research (www.mesakineticresearch.com)  in 
November of 2011 to prove civilians and secret squirrel 
communities alike with top quality innovative products. 
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GUNSMITHING: AN INSIDE LOOK

I
One of the greatest benefits of being behind the scenes 
of the gun industry as a writer is the opportunity to meet 
amazing folks like you and I that just have cooler jobs than 
most of us. Over the years, I have been blessed with not 
only meeting terrific folks, but being table to call them dear 
friends as time goes on.

Jim Fuller



Vince is a quiet family man, astute businessman and one hell 
of an innovative gunsmith also specializing the AK platform as 
well as custom long range bolt action tactical rifles. As a true 
student of history, he is a “no frills, cut to the chase” dude whose 
viewpoints I have come to truly enjoy and respect. In contrast to 
Jim’s Vietnam era experience and viewpoints, Vince shares the 
same 1980s and 90s firsthand knowledge that I draw from, with 
almost two decades in the gunsmithing industry. He has seen the 
ups and downs of industry and governmental gun politics. 
 

Finally, a much newer face to the scene is a young man full of 
talent, insight and an excitement to make his company a huge 
success in the near future, Brett Smith. This gentleman has been 
running McKinley’s Gunsmithing in Williston, South Carolina 
for a couple of years now. Brett is a brand new husband, witty 
businessman and social media hit with a great following on 
Facebook with his photo and video post of his current projects, 
tips for gun care and videos of his USPSA competitions. Having 
had Brett perform nothing short of magic on several of my 
projects such as bring a dead Colt Trooper III .357 into a beautifully 
blued everyday shooter, our friendship quickly grew to having 
my company, the Swanson Media Group sponsor his competition 
endeavors. 
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Vince Buckles

Brett Smith



 I asked each of these skilled gunsmiths of varying 
experiences and years on the job the same set of question in 
which I decided to use in full to give you a better insight on 
where each was coming from and let you see for yourself how 
various factors play into the shared passion for the industry. 
PMCI: Is gunsmithing a dying art? If so, what is causing it?

Jim: Yes, I believe it is to some extent. Multiple things are 
causing it. I would say the public desire for low cost budget 
guns is part of it, to produce an AK at 6-700.00 price range 
there will not be much gunsmithing going into it.  Legislation is 
another big part, recently ATF ruled that Gunsmiths have to be 
registered with ITAR (2200.00 a year for nothing), and many of 
the things that used to be considered simple gunsmithing has 
been reclassified as “manufacturing” making the work subject 
to 11% excise tax on the cost of the work performed. A lot 
of gunsmiths will not be able to afford the added costs being 
forced on them and will either quit or go under the table.

Vince: I am sure some folks have considered gunsmithing a 
dying art since it began. The gunsmiths 300 years ago, who 
fusion welded musket barrels and hand built their locks would 
probably have viewed renowned gunsmiths of the 20th 
century as complete hacks who relied on machinery and store-
bought tools. I would say that in today’s world, the definition 
of “classically trained gunsmith” is measured against a smith’s 
ability to complete fine fit and finish tasks the way they were 
done in the mid-20th century.  The post-World War Two era 
is considered by many to be the golden age of American 
gunsmithing, and many of the techniques used in that era such 
as hot rust bluing, installation of express sights, stock making 
from blanks, and checkering, are no longer skills possessed 
by the average gunsmith. That is not a good or bad thing, 
Its evolution. There will always be work for the few select 
classically trained smiths who possess these skill sets, however 
there is not overwhelming demand for classical gunsmithing 
throughout the shooting sports community, and it would be 
silly to think there would be enough of that type of work to go 
around if everyone had those skills.  

It’s not dying, it is evolving with the times and the demands 
of the customer base.  When I was in gunsmith school, there 
were very few AR-15 companies that existed. Regular gun guys 
thought I was a complete psycho for owning ARs, AKs, FALs, 
etc. I had a buddy in school who now works for Benelli, and we 
would try to get repair grades for customizing our military style 
rifles and get turned down. Unfortunately, now I believe many 
of the young guys getting into the trade today are focusing only 
on what they want to do and not on getting a well-rounded 
skill set; It’s not that different than working out, if you only 
do the exercises you like, you will only build strength in one 
area. A true gunsmith is going to attempt to achieve some level 
of skill even in the areas he considers too difficult, outdated,  
or tedious.

Brett: I believe gunsmithing is more of an “evolving art” 
rather than a dying one. Today’s gunsmith must evolve with 
the technology of the firearms industry and the wants of their 
clients. Although firearms manufacturers are continuously 
improving firearms function, performance and durability, 
they are still however, still mechanical and subject to failure 
or loose performance. This is a key place where the modern 
gunsmith comes into play. Using tried and true methods, tools 
and equipment paired with new technology and knowledge 
to repair these modern firearms. Of course, the old ways will 
always be foundation on which the gunsmith may build his or 
her skillset. Continuing the learn and grow is essential to the 
modern gunsmith’s survival.

PMCI: What keeps gunsmithing around?

Jim: The customer that still cares about quality built product.  
In manufacturing today, the mindset is “let’s make it cheaper 
so we can create more profit” instead of the old mindset of 
make it better so it’s worth more money. One concept drives 
innovation the other kills it.

Vince:  Demand, bottom line. Same thing that keeps body shops 
and mechanics around. As long as the Second Amendment 
continues to protect our God given right to keep and bear 
arms, there will be a demand for people to build them, repair 
them, customize them, and restore them. That is exactly why 
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if you are a gunsmith and are not at least somewhat politically 
involved, you are in denial of what is happening in this country. 

 The NRA, GOA, and GOP are not perfect and I don’t always 
agree with them, but they appear to be the only groups fighting 
for our industry in Washington.  Unless you want to be a Prius 
mechanic in 10 years, get involved politically. If you live in a gun 
friendly state like Arizona, Texas, or Louisiana, you have been 
skating by taking it for granted. The problems in Massachusetts, 
New York, and California are our problems as well. Get involved 
politically.

Brett: When I tell someone, I am a certified gunsmith, I can see 
the excitement in their expression. There is a certain allure to 
the art of gunsmithing. It’s almost like magic to take something 
old or broken and restore it to be a fine, functional tool to be 
enjoyed once again. The American way has always been to “Fix 
it if its broke” and this ideology is the bane of gunsmithing. Gun 
owners will always need competent gunsmiths just as much as 
we need gun owners who care about keeping their firearms in 
working condition. We have always coexisted as two parts of the 
same whole and I suspect we will continue to do so for a long 
time to come.

PMCI: What are the keys to being successful as a new gunsmith?
Jim: Focus on quality, take as many factory armor classes that 
you can get into. Be willing to apprentice or work somewhere 
for cheap to perfect your skills. Also honing your mindset and 
attention to detail to a point that your work stands above others 
and gets that recognition. This is tough for some new gunsmiths 
because of today’s “I want it now” society, the reality is you need 
to prove yourself with your product not just bullshit the customer.

Vince: Go to school and make the most out of it. Don’t just learn 
enough to graduate. Kick ass on every project you do.  
 Your goal is to be better than your instructors. Your goal is to 
be the best gunsmith they have ever seen. When you graduate, 
go work for a successful gunsmith that can mentor you and help 
you advance in the trade. Don’t just open your own shop right out 
of school. Learn all aspects of the business for a few years. Learn 
to do the jobs you hate, they may become the jobs that you make 
the most money at.  Buy good tools. In fact, buy every quality 
gunsmithing tool you can. Take care of them. 
 They will make you money for years to come. Become part of 
the shooting sports community. Attend industry functions, get to 
know the people in your business. We are a small community.  
 And don’t start your career by talking shit about those who 
were here before you. I have the utmost respect for those who 
walked this path before me. You can learn a lot from those old 
gray haired guys who haven’t bought a new truck since you were 
playing tee-ball.

Brett: Growth is a key to success in any business and this holds 
especially true for gunsmiths as well. In order to grow, the 
gunsmith must first plant the seed by letting potential clients 
know they are there. Start local and expand from there. Education 
is a key to any skill, craft, or trade. A good gunsmith is not afraid 
to try new things, but they also take time learn proper techniques, 
practice their skill and anticipate error before performing a task 
that is new to them. Reading, researching and learning from 
others with more experience are all very important to being a 

successful gunsmith. Do not be afraid of failure. A major issue will 
happen at some point in an gunsmithing career. Don’t let it bog 
you down; look for solutions or admit you are wrong and move 
on. Learn from your mistakes and plan accordingly. Do good work, 
be personable, be professional and put the customer first.

PMCI: What are your thoughts on armorers with a dremel tool?

Jim: Dremels are fine if you use them wisely, don’t be lazy and 
dremel something you can easily mill or file.

Vince: The dremel tool gets a bad rap. A good rotary tool is an 
invaluable piece of equipment in the right hands. When you work 
on small parts, a small rotary tool is your best friend after your 
files and stones. What concerns me is guys who watch a few 
YouTube videos and start doing gun work out of their garage 
as a side job without a license and without any real training. 
Some of them turn out to be great gunsmiths. Most don’t. It’s 
not only illegal to do gun work for money without a license, it is 
unethical.  
 If you are a garage hobby gunsmith on the weekends, that is 
fine but don’t charge people money to hack their guns up.  
 Practice on your own guns, and when you are ready to charge 
for your services, get the proper licensing to protect yourself and 
your customers.  

Brett: I love them; the keep me busy fixing their mistakes in 
between hunting and competition shooting seasons. Really, I feel 
like they do more harm than good. Not to say good work has 
never come from an armorer with a dremel, but more often than 
not, they end up wrecking a part or installing something wrong 
rendering a gun inoperable or even worse, unsafe.

PMCI: What has hurt the industry the most?

Jim: The desire for cheap budget guns, when companies are in a 
race for the bottom skilled labor is the first casualty.

Vince: Carpetbaggers and politicians. Modern industry carpet 
baggers are guys with a little money that decide to one day 
own a gun business, having no real experience in the industry. 
They seem to think they can somehow make a fortune in guns 
by cutting production costs by hiring unskilled labor and using 
inferior components. We had a wave of them jump aboard in 
early 2013 during the Obama gun rush. Most of them are out 
of the industry now but their inferior products are here to stay.  
You never start a gun business to get rich or to solicit another 
business’ customers.
 You start a company to make a decent living providing 
a quality product or service, and do your own advertising and 
networking. Cutting throats has some serious live the sword, die 
by the sword outcomes.  Do I even need to explain the politicians 
thing? We elect a bunch of folks who can’t hack it in the private 
sector to spend all year making news laws about technology, 
products, and services that they don’t’ understand.  And I’m not 
just going to point fingers at one party. 

Brett: The two enemies of firearms are rust and politicians. I 
strongly believe the eight years of the Obama administration 
hurt the industry considerably. With laws having been passed 
such as the ITAR regulation, which forced many “mom and pop” 
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gunsmith shops to close due to an outrageous annual fee to 
the government just to perform very common gunsmithing 
services.  
 It would classify them as “manufacturers” and require 
obtaining new licensing just to continue running their small 
businesses. Additionally, all the anti-gun rhetoric from the 
“left” constantly being pushed through misinformation, liberal 
media and straight out lies about owning firearms which is not 
only putting gunsmiths in a bad light but the common firearms 
enthusiasts as well.

PMCI: What has helped the gunsmith industry if at all?

Jim: The Internet; I worked on guns before we had the internet, 
the knowledge available now (if you know what to look 

for) is almost endless and amazingly quick. But I must stress 
when it comes to the internet be very careful of the info you 
choose to accept as credible.

Vince: I think the internet and information age in general has 
given the industry a wider reach, particularly for smaller shops. 
In the past, your customer base was limited to those who read 
print magazines and happened to see your paid advertisement, 
or folks in your local area.  Nowadays, any gunsmith with a 
iPhone can photograph his work, crop and edit the photos, post 
them to social media accounts, make their own hashtags, and 
develop a following and customer base without spending $300 
to have a tiny 1/8 page black and white ad in a gun periodical.  
If you are a gunsmith that complains about technology and 
social media, you are being left behind. You must adapt or die. 
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 Marketing yourself effectively online is absolutely paramount 
these days.

Brett: The expansion of competitive shooting sports has been a 
driving force for gunsmiths in recent years. USPSA, 3 Gun, Long 
Range Precision, Cowboy Action Shooting and the like have 
grown rapidly on the national levels. Professional as well as new 
competitors want the best guns and gear to compete with and 
the modern gunsmith is waiting to give them just what they 
desire! The clients’ guns are tailored to their personal shooting 
style and sport of choice from a plethora of guns, gadgets and 
accessories. This expansion of shooting sports has been a major 
boost to the industry in my opinion. 

PMCI: Finally, what steps do you think are needed to protect the 
industry from legislation against legally certified shops?

Jim: Don’t elect Politicians, elect PEOPLE that care about freedom 
and god given rights and getting the government out of our way. 
Vince: We need to stop electing the same corrupt legislators. I 
encourage every member of the shooting sports community to 
consider running for a state or federal legislative office, or at 
least volunteering or contributing financially to the campaigns 
of those candidates who are uncompromising advocates for the 
2nd amendment. We need to beat the enemies of our industry 
at the ballot box, in congress, and through lawsuits against the 
mainstream media when they maliciously and intentionally 
portray our industry as illegal, unsafe, or careless about who 
we provide weapons to. The biggest supplier of illegal weapons 
to criminals in the last 10 years is the Department of Justice, 
and it is high time our industry starts running for office to 
gain a position where we can oust and prosecute the criminal 
entities within the both parties.  It is high time we see a limited 
federal government where most of the power belongs to the 
States. That is what our founders intended. Read the Articles  
of Confederation, and check out Patrick Henry’s statements on the 
Constitutional Convention.  We are constantly led to believe that 
we are bad citizens if we don’t buy into the bullshit idea that we 
are governed by our own people. No we aren’t. Not until we stop 
electing the same criminals.

Brett: I believe that gunsmiths across America should become 
more involved in their local government by attending town 
/ city meetings, joining their local chapter of the Chamber of 
Commerce, writing their representatives and expressing their 
concerns. Not just gunsmiths, but all gun owners! It this our right 

as Americans to tell our government officials what we stand for 
and to not exercise that right will just mean unjust legislation 
being passed, thus ending our one of our most valued freedoms.  
 In wrapping up this article, one of the clear aspects between 
each of these talented gentlemen is how the same sentiments 
can be conveyed in such different ways, each with a great point 
of view and passion for what they do. From the man of few 
words that can speak volumes with just a look on his face to the 
eagerness and energy of a newcomer, whose skills and body of 
work are far beyond his years in thus far. As I mentioned before, 
I often find myself relating to Vince the most due to common 
backgrounds and situations in life currently. Jim has been a big 
brother/father figure in the industry for me with his wisdom and 
insight, while in contrast, I feel like a mentor for Brett in doing 
my best to help open doors and give his work the exposure it is 
very well due on his path to even more success.   
All three have appealed to my love of history, hate of politics and 
passion for the art of gunsmithing. 
 Like these fine gentlemen, I urge you all to get involved in 
your local government, voice your opinion and support your local 
gunsmiths. I highly recommend joining the NRA if you have not 
done so already and making the trip to the NRA annual meetings, 
get to meet some of the great folks in the industry face to face, 
discuss current topics and see some of the best guns and gear 
currently available. Get on the range, take your loved 
ones, teach a kid to shoot but most importantly, be 
involved! Special thanks to Jim Fuller, Vince Buckles 
and Brett Smith for their time in sharing their thoughts 
and giving us a look into their mindset. Till next time 
my friends, Train Hard and Continue the Fight!! 
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any training sessions require the right 
environment and shooting is one of them. 
It’s not always possible to head off down 
to the range and lose off a few rounds, 
especially if you are working within the 
civilian sector. Military and LEO both have 
the advantage of onsite facilities that 
are, in most cases, open for you to gain 
further experience and to develop your 

skills. The civilian, on the other hand, may struggle to find such 
a range open 24/7, unless you are on operations and have 
access to said facilities. Even if you do have unlimited access to 
a civvie range, what’s the chances that you are able to practice 
your tactical skills? 
 There are very few, and I mean VERY FEW, public civilian 
ranges that would allow you to conduct tactical training drills 
and skills. Your best bet is to find a privately owned range and 
seek range time there, that’s if they allow tactical applications 
of fire. Good luck in finding one that won’t cost you the Earth in 
range membership and fees! 
  If you do manage to gain access to a range that allows 
tactical applications or fire, you should consider the financial 

costs. First off there will be an annual membership fee and then 
there will be the daily range fees. Although this may not be a 
lot, you should consider how many times you intend to visit. If 
you shoot occasionally and for recreation or competition then 
the financial cost may be acceptable to you. However if you 
intend to use your tactical training sessions for employment 
purposes then you will need all the range time you can get. 
And that can be a costly thing. 
 Other considerations to take into account are the cost 
of traveling to and from the range and also the amount of 
ammunition that you will be expending. This, I’m sure you 
will agree, can amount to a small fortune. Not to mention the 
time needed to commit to traveling to and from the range and 
training session.
 So is there an alternative to training with firearms on 
a range? The answer is yes. Yes you can train any time and 
almost anywhere. It has always been said that you can train 
at home, at the office, in the field even in the car by using the 
“Dry Fire” method of training. Dry Fire training is by no means 
new to the firearms world. It’s been done for many years and 
with very good results. However there is only so much one can 
do whilst Dry Firing the weapon. Sure you can perform all the 
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It goes without saying that once you have attended a course of instruction, and successfully passed, then you 
should take time out to continue with extra training sessions whenever you can find the time. It’s not always 
as simple as that though. 

PERSONAL TRAINING SYSTEMS 



manipulation drills, but can you analyse shots? Can you assess 
and record your performance? Can you recognise your mistakes 
and bad habits?
 Here I want to touch on some of the “Personal Training 
Systems” that are available to all shooters, professional and 
recreational alike. I have chosen the following systems purely 
because they are readably available and at low cost to the civilian 
market.

PUBLICATIONS
There are probably more publications in print on tactical firearms 
drills and skills than any other shooting related form. These 
are a good source of information for reference into the world 
of tactical shooting. However there are only a few dedicated to 
actual skills and drills concerning defensive shooting that you can 
practice on the range or at home for that matter. By that I mean 
range sessions that focus on drills that work in a real life fight for 
survival. As for research purposes, these printed publications are 
a Mecca for information. 
 There is a lot to be learned from books. However, don’t just 
read one book by one author. There are many different views 
when it comes to tactical and defensive shooting. Research 
several different authors and compare their works. You may find 
that they all have a slightly different view. Decide what works 
for you and adapt your training session by amalgamating several 
works to find the right personal program for you.

INTERNET
The internet is a plethora of information, even more so than 
printed publications. There are all the books that have been 
published available, news articles, reports on skills and drills, 
locations of ranges, and ideas from just about anyone from 
keyboard warriors that have very little or no experience at all 
(but have completed all levels on their shoot-em-up video game) 
to professional defensive shooters. The trouble is finding the 
right format. There is so much available that it takes up valuable 
training time to find exactly what you want.
 The great thing about the internet, and having the information 
at your fingertips, is you can store all that information on your 
phone or tablet. Many years ago I would wander onto the range 
with a mountain of reference books. Now i just have my tablet 
with all the information I need and all my training programs 
available at the touch of a button.
 Don’t disregard the internet as a source of information, but 
beware of what you digest. There is a lot of bad advice and 
practice, especially on YouTube.

DRY FIRING
Dry Firing is nothing new. It’s a sure way of practicing any skills 
and drills when ammunition, range time and finances are either 
limited or literally unavailable. A dry fire session can be performed 
with either a firearm or a dedicated dry fire training aid such as 
a SIRT. There are also Airsoft weapons to consider but more on 
them later. 
 If you do intend to use a firearm for a dry fire session there 
are a few rules that are a must to follow. Although the session is 
dry (no ammunition being used) one should make sure that ALL 
live fire safety precautions are followed at ALL times. There have 
been too many incidents where live ammunition has found its 

way into a dry fire session resulting in devastating consequences; 
Bill, our Editor can tell you some good stories about this from his 
time shooting in the USA!
 You must treat all dry fire training sessions as you would a live 
fire exercise at all times. With that, I will have a dry fire target, 
a target design that I would not use with live ammunition. This 
keeps me aware of the session being a dry fire application and 
a visual reminder that live ammunition will not be introduced 
(unless it’s Orange Snap Caps) into the program. 
 Unfortunately excessive dry firing with firearms can cause 
long term damage to the firearm, and with striker fire weapons, 
one must manually cycle the slide to reset the trigger. However 
dry fire has been the mainstay of low cost effective training for 
many of years and will continue to be so.

DRY FIRE TRAINING CARDS
 I have been using the Dry Fire Training Cards system for a number 
of years now and i can only say that this is a great way to practice 
Dry Fire drills. The system consists of 55 playing card size cards, 
that each give a different training drill for you to perform. The 
cards are divided into 5 categories, Basics - Advanced - Exercise 
+ Dry Fire - Complex Motion + Dry Fire and Low Light. Each card 
gives you a specific drill to perform with an explanation of how to 
perform it and its purpose. 
 The cards are complimented with a Companion Guide that 
gives further information on the individual drills. Written by David 
Morris, this book really helps you to gain the full experience of 
the training given. The Companion Guid also gives an in sight 
into Dry Fire safety and other skills that can benefit you in your 
training. The Dry Fire Training Cards and Companion Guide are 
available from DryFireCards.com

SIRT
The SIRT (Shot Indicating Rest Trigger) is a fantastic low cost 
training aid that you can use just about anywhere. Developed 
by NextLevel Training, the SIRT has just about everything a 
shooter needs to perform any type of dry fire training. The SIRT is 
modelled closely on the Glock 17 9mm with a realistic reseating 
trigger. This action allows the shooter to perform a consistent and 
proper trigger pull.
 Using laser technology, the SIRT indicates shot placement on 
the target to confirm your point of aim - point of impact. Because 
the SIRT is a dry fire training aid there are no ammunition costs and 
you can train at home for free. That has to be a good thing.  SIRT can 
be used for a multitude of training applications from combative, 
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defensive, tactical, competition and recreational shooting. The 
benefit from using the SIRT system is great.  
 Rectifying bad habits, introducing new applications, 
working on existing skills all play a big part in one’s training 
sessions and the SIRT can certainly help out with that.
 You can find a  full report o n t he SIRT by my colleague 
Trampas in the  September 2016 issue of PMCI.

AIRSOFT
One of the most overlooked, yet increasingly popular, is the 
Airsoft RIF (Realistic Imitation Firearm). The Airsoft 
system has been around for many years now and has 
developed into quite a reliable training platform. Firing a 
6mm plastic pellet (BB), the Airsoft guns are an ideal means 
of low cost training within a controlled environment. Unlike 
dry fire training the Airsoft platforms fire a projectile 
powered by either an electric powered piston (AEG) or 
directly by gas. 
 Electric Airsoft guns are reliable and are very low cost 
when it comes to ammunition. However they don’t give 
you the full experience of a real firearm. There are some 
AEG’s on the market that offer “felt recoil” but it’s nothing 
compared to live firearms. However the fundamentals and 
manipulation of the weapon can be practiced as many of the 
Airsoft platforms are a near identical copy of their real 
counterpart.
 Gas Airsoft guns do give you a little bit more of a realistic 
feel. They have a blowback (recoil) system that can, and 
does, produce stoppages at times. The Gas or GBB gun is less 
reliable than the AEG but then that reflects a real firearm 
(AEG’s hardly malfunction). They are more expensive to run, 
having to pay for gas as well as ammunition, but this is still a 
low cost alternative training system.
 Another benefit of the Airsoft system is Force on Force 
training. Unlike live firearms that have to be used on card 
or steel targets set out at a given range and in a given 
direction. 
 The Airsoft gun can, with the participants wearing 
the appropriate safety gear, be fired at another human. It’s 
rather like a paintball gun but it looks more realistic and also 
many of the Airsoft guns are capable of full auto fire. Unlike 
paintball, the Airsoft gun does not use  paint filled 
ammunition but a solid plastic 6mm round. It won’t leave a 
mark (unless it hits bare skin) so if it is used for Force on 
Force training it’s a matter of honesty when you are hit.
 Out of the two, AEG or GBB, I would chose the GBB 
for practicing the fundamentals and manipulation and AEG 
for dynamic drills such as CQB, HRE etc. 

MANTIS X
This is one of the most effective personal training 
systems I have ever seen or used, and was Editor Bill’s 
“big find” at SHOT 2017. The Mantis X Firearms Training 
System is a small device that is attached to any firearm that 
has a weaver style or picatinny rail fitted. This system is 
compatible with handguns and rifles and is suitable for live 
fire, CO2 and dry fire practices. 
 The Mantis X connects, via Bluetooth, to your iPhone 
or tablet, and enables you to analyse, track and record 
every shot you take. The system uses the old firearms shot 
correction target system but in an electronic form. So no 
targets are required. The Mantis X can be used in any 
environment from 

live fire exercise out in the field to in your living room at home 
(depending on your method of practice). 
 Once you have performed your drill or application of fire, 
you can then look and see the results of every shot you have 
taken on your screen, and you are also given a percentage 
score.  
 As each shot taken rests in a segment of the target, you 
are given a possible cause of error and a suggested method of 
correction. You can then go on to analyse each shot taken to 
better understand your performance and to progress to better 
shooting through your trigger pull. Be warned you will never 
beat this system.
 The Mantis X firearms training system is a fantastic piece 
of kit that costs less than you would think. With the software 
being updated regularly the Mantis X firearms training system 
is a perfect choice for the beginner through to the seasoned 
pro. Further information can be found on the Mantis X firearms 
training system by Bill in the February 2017 issue of PMCI.
 The way in which you train is entirely up to you, however 
there are several methods that you should consider. The 
above mentioned is just a few of the most common available. 
Depending on what type of training you want to do or need 
to undertake, may mean that you will want to choose one or 
more personal or home, training systems. No single system can 
provide a 100% training package, so decide on more than one 
for the best results.
 Dry fire training or any other system that does not involve 
live fire applications is a great way to learn new skills and drills, 
and also a great way to keep up to date with the latest training 
ideas. It does not, however, replace live fire practice. Once you 
have conducted your training with your chosen system, a trip 
to the range to confirm your results through live fire will be a 
necessary journey. Whatever you decide, take time to choose 
the right training system for your needs.
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here are many different ways in which you can 
fight from the ground, but it’s very important 
that you do it right and right the first time 
during a contact. That’s where training comes 
in. I’ve tried and used many different types 
of ground Combatives, as taught by many 
respectable instructors, but I have taken to a 
mixture of several as I find that they are not 
only easier for me to perform, but they are also 

more comfortable for me with the way I fight. I’m not saying 
that those tactics I have discarded are bad or wrong, it’s just 
that I am more comfortable with the ones I have chosen. 
 It’s up to you what program you sign up to, if you have the 
choice that is, however you may not have that luxury if you 
are Military or LEO. If you don’t have the choice then there are 
no rules that suggest that you can’t indulge in some extra- 
curricular in your spare time. If you do, and want to use them 
in everyday carry, make sure that you can use these tactics on 
duty. Some departments insist on their training only. However, 
so long as it’s legal, while off duty, survival comes first.
 I want to share with you some of the methods that I find 
work easy for me and that I feel most comfortable with. These 
are not the be all and end all, so I would suggest trying other 
methods and find out what works for you and sign onto a 
reputable training course. My reasons for the tactics I have 
chosen include Safety, simplicity, minimalistic movement, 
aggression and dynamic presence.

As with all tactics that we train in, Safety is paramount. Of 
course when we are fighting for our lives or protecting the 
innocent, then we tend to forget some of, if not all, the safety 
rules, especially when the adrenaline starts to pump. It’s easy 
for the instructors to bang on about keeping the environment 
safe, but when this could be your last sunset, it somehow 
doesn’t seem to register and be your number one priority. 
The only way we can make a positive effort in keeping our 
surroundings, others and ourselves safe is to ingrain it into us 
by frequent training.

SAFETY
If you’re reading this article then I presume you already have 
some kind of shooting background. So I won’t delve too 
deep into all the safety rules except remind you of the four 
universal rules of safe gun handling as put together by the 
late great Geoff Copper.

1. Treat all guns as though they are loaded.
2. Never point a gun at anything that you are not willing 
 to shoot.
3. Keep your finger off the trigger until you intend to shoot.
4. Be sure of your target and what is beyond.

With this in mind there are a few extra concerns that we must 
take note of when fighting from the ground. We will look at 
those as we come to them.
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GROUND COMBATIVES

T
For many of us Training is usually a standardised program, whether it is Military, Law Enforcement or a Civilian 
defence program. This usually consists, as it should, of safety, and shooting from the standing positions. It 
takes time to master the Weaver, Chapman, Isosceles, and Modern Isosceles stance positions, but it’s not until 
we embark on an advanced course that we start to delve into the world of unorthodox methods of shooting, 
especially if you are signed up to a civilian course. - Andy N.



 For training purposes we need to look at the different types 
of weapons that we can use. During demonstrations and for the 
first couple of run through with my students I will opt for an 
inert training gun. This is usually in the form of a rubber training 
weapon. Such quality guns from ASP or Blue Guns are a great and 
safe way to learn new skills and develop new ideas. Of course they 
don’t replace the realism and feel of your firearm, but they don’t 
cost as much either. The other opinions are simunitions.  
 There are a few different types of simunition training guns 
on the market so a little research in what suits you, your training 
program and environment will be time worth spent. Basically 
a simunition weapon will fire a simulated round, either paint 
or chalk, that will leave a mark on your opponent without 
penetration or injuries. However with this said, all persons in 
the training area must wear the appropriate personal safety 
equipment as recommended by the simunitions manufacturers 
and all safety precautions must be followed.
 Another great training weapon, especially when it comes to 
force on force training, is Airsoft. Airsoft training weapons have 
been around for a while now and have proved themselves in 
the professional training arena. Powered by gas (or electricity) 
these guns fire a plastic pellet, or BB, and so long as you wear 
the appropriate safety equipment this is as real as it gets without 
risking your, or anybody else’s life.

FUNDAMENTALS
The 7 fundamentals still apply to fighting from the ground as they 
do when in any standing position.

Stance: although we won’t be in a solid standing position, we 
still need to have as much as a solid platform to shoot from as 
possible. Being on the ground can be very uncomfortable and at 
times challenging. Chances are that you would have had some 
ground instruction and I’m guessing that this is the ever common 
prone position. Lying flat on the ground on your front, with your 
head towards the target, nothing wrong with that. But if we look 
as to why you would be shooting from the ground, it would more 
than likely that you have stumbled or even been knocked to the 
ground. Either way the chances are that you will be on the deck 
and on your back. This position is known a Supine position.

Grip: just because we are on the ground and in an unfamiliar 
position, this doesn’t change how we grip or control the weapon. 
We still have to maintain a strong hold on the weapon, to be able 
to keep it within our grasp and to manage recoil effectively.

Sight alignment: this doesn’t change either. We still need to 
make sure that we align the sights correctly as we would do 
in any other position. If we didn’t then how can we expect the 
rounds to find our intended point of aim on the target.

Sight picture: yep you guessed it this doesn’t change either. 
Being aware of our target, what is around and beyond it, correct 
sight alignment, sights super imposed on the point of aim, 
before, during, and after the shot all play their part.

Breathing: this is somewhat different but still important. When 
shooting in the standing position we find it relatively easy to 
control our breathing. In the prone position, especially if you are 
loaded up with heavy kit, breathing can be somewhat restrictive. 
I’ll cover this problem later.

Trigger control: is one of the most important parts of shooting 
and must me mastered no matter what position you find yourself 
in. Good trigger control will ensure good results.

Follow through: as with the rest of the fundamentals follow 
through is important to ensure accuracy and cadence when 
shooting.
Fundamentals are, for the lack of a better phrase, the bread and 
butter of marksmanship, and should in no way be compromised 
for anything else.

STANCE (Prone)
If you find yourself fighting from the ground it will be either 
by choice or by situation. If you have taken the choice to fight 
from the ground then it is most likely that you are in a prone 
position, lying face down with your head towards the target. 
Prone position is taught at many shooting schools and is very 
simple to do. There are a couple of safety procedures that must 
be taken into consideration when adopting the prone position. 

SKILLS AND DRILLS: GROUND COM
BATIVES
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This differs slightly from the traditional stance and draw that 
are taught in class. However it might come to the point that you 
may not have had a chance to draw your weapon until you are 
physically on the ground. 
 If you choose to go prone, then it’s important that you draw 
the handgun from the holster before you go to ground. This 
will ensure muzzle safety at all times. As you go to ground 
make sure that the muzzle of the weapon stays in front of you 
and does not sweep your weak arm and hand, or any other 
body part for that matter, as you steady yourself into position. 
Keep the weapons muzzle orientated towards the target at 
all times. A common mistake is to have the muzzle pointing 
at the ground as you work yourself into position. As you can 
appreciate, if the gun was negligently discharged, you may get 
a face, and anything else in the way, full of splash. Not nice and 
avoidable. Once in position it is safe to assess and shoot.
 When in the prone position, the way in which we manage 
recoil is compromised. We need to bring the sights up to 
the eyes and to do this we need to raise the weapon which 
forces us to use the elbows for support. With the elbows on 
the ground there is increased movement of the weapon and 
arms during recoil due to the lack of support. To overcome this 
problem, raise your weak side knee. This will force you to roll 
to the strong side. Lay your head onto your bicep and bring the 
weapons sights into line with your eyes. Although your weapon 
is now being fired on its side, not that that matters, you will 
now find that you have a much more stable platform to shoot 
from. It will also keep your profile lower than it would be if you 
were laid flat on your stomach. Raising the weak side knee also 
aids in breathing control. Being on your side eases the pressure 
on your chest meaning that breathing becomes a lot easier to 
control, especially if you have exerted yourself or are wearing 
a chest rig or armour

DRAWING
The safest way to adopt the prone position is to already have 
your weapon drawn and ready for use. However, if you find 
yourself in a situation that forces you to draw your weapon 
once you are on the ground then things change dramatically 
from the way you know and have trained for in the standing 
position. There is a very real threat that you can discharge the 
weapon during the draw, thus injuring oneself or others in the 
process. Again this is from the prone position, lying flat on your 
stomach with your head facing the target. Drawing the weapon 

from the holster whilst lying flat causes many problems, mainly 
there is not much room for manoeuvre. More often than not the 
weapon is forced out to the side, causing unnecessary muzzle 
sweep, or simply planted into the ground. To combat this 
common problem simply roll onto your weak side with your 
weak hand placed firmly onto your strong side shoulder. This 
will ensure that your weak arm and hand stay well away from 
the weapons muzzle during the draw. With your strong hand, 
grasp the weapons grip as you would normally and draw the 
weapon. As you do it’s very important to maintain eye contact 
with your intended target. This will serve two things, firstly 
you will be able to remain in visual contact with the target at 
all times, and secondly you will be protecting your face from 
any splash should the weapon be negligently discharged. You 
can now press out to the target making sure that the weapon 
passes under the weak arm and hand.
 To re-holster, simply reverse the drawing procedure. Again 
make sure that you do not follow the muzzle back to the holster 
with your eyes. However it is a far better, and safer, option to 
recover from the prone position and put your weapon back into 
its holster once in the standing position.

POSITION MOVEMENT  
To shoot towards your strong side, simply maintain the draw 
position and fire. To shoot towards the weak side, it’s very 
important to pass the muzzle of the weapon underneath the 
weak side arm and hand as you roll onto your strong side. Once 
on your strong side present the weapon to the target with a 
two handed grip, head on bicep, assess and shoot if need be.
 If your target is moving, or has moved position, you need 
to reorientate your firing position. Prone position is one of the 
most stable platforms to shoot from but unfortunately mobility 
is sacrificed for stability. You must orientate your position by 
using your hips as a pivotal point. Use your legs and feet to spin 
yourself around into position. It may look a little messy but it 
works.
 The prone position, although challenging, is not to be 
disregarded in your training programs. It works and works well 
but only if you practice and make perfect. In the next issue 
of PMCI magazine I will look at the Supine position and how 
to overcome some of the problems found when 
shooting from this position.

Stay safe.
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Advanced Security Protection
http://www.advancedsecurityprotection.com/

AKE Group
http://www.akegroup.com/

Ambrey Risk
http://www.ambreyrisk.com

Antipirates.Org
http://www.antipirates.org/

APPDS
http://www.appds.co.uk/

Aquatic Marine Ltd
http://www.aquaticmarineltd.com

Protect Asia Group
http://www.protectasia.com/

Secopex
http://www.secopex.com/

Aspida
http://www.aspida.org/

Associated Risk Maritime Risk Management
http://www.associated-risks.com

Bancroft Maritime Security Solutions
http://www.maritimesecuritysolutions.co.uk

Bechtel Corporation
http://www.bechtel.com/

Black Pearl
http://www.blackpearlmaritimesecurity.com/

Blackstone Consultancy
http://www.blackstoneconsultancy.com;

Blue Hackle
http://www.bluehackle.com/

Blue Waters Partners Global
http://www.preparedex.com/

BP Global
http://www.bp.com/

Britam Defence
http://www.britamdefence.com/

British Maritime Solutions
http://britishmaritimesolutions.com

BW Offshore
http://www.bwoffshore.com/

Calibre International Security
http://www.calibre-international.com/

Chilport
http://www.chilport.co.uk/

Chiron Resources
http://www.chironresources.com

Clearwater Special Projects
http://www.bodyguarding.co.uk/

Control Risks
http://www.control-risks.com

Decatur Maritime Security
http://www.decaturms.com/



Drum Cussac
http://www.drum-cussac.com/Index.aspx

Dryad Maritime
http://www.dryadmaritime.com/

Edinburgh International
http://www.edinburghint.com/home/

Elite Maritime Protection Services
http://www.elitemaritimeprotection.com

EOS Risk Management
https://www.eosrisk.com/

Erus Maritime
http://www.erusrisk.com

Espada
http://www.espadaservices.com

Ex Military Recruitment
https://www.exmil.co.uk

Exploration Logistics Group
http://www.frontiermedex.com/

G4S Maritime
http://www.g4s.uk.com

Genesis Security Group
http://genesissecurity.com/

Global Executive Outreach
http://www.geo-ops.com/

Global Risk Security
http://www.globalrisksecurity.

co.uk/

Global Solace
http://www.solaceglobal.com/

Global Strategies Group
http://www.globalgroup.com/

Grail Security
http://www.grail.co.za

Halliburton
http://www.halliburton.com/en-USage

Halogen Security
http://www.halogensecurity.com/

Hart Maritime
http://www.hartsecurity.com

Hill & Associates
http://www.hillassoc.com

HP TerraMarine International
http://www.hpterramarine.com/

Hudson Trident
http://hudsonanalytix.com

ICTS
http://www.icts.co.uk

IMSA Ltd
http://www.imsaltd.com/

International Executive Recruiting
http://www.iernetwork.com

International Maritime Security
http://www.intmarsec.co.uk

International Maritime Security
http://www.intmarsec.co.uk/

International Security Network
http://www.isn.eu.com

ISC Gulf
http://www.iscgulf.com/

ISSG Sea Marshalls
http://www.issg-seamarshals.com/
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Janusian Risk Advisory Group
http://www.riskadvisory.net/
Kroll
http://www.kroll.com/
Longmoor Group
http://www.longmoor-security.com
Lotus Maritime Security
http://www.lotusmaritime.com
Lotus Projects
http://www.lpyemen.com
Maersk
http://www.maersk.com/pages/default.aspx
Magregor Protection Services
http://macgregorprotectionservices.com

March Security
www.marchsecurity.com
Maritime Risk International
http://www.maritimeriskinternational.com/
Marsec
http://www.marsec.eu.com
MAST
http://www.mast-commercial.com
McRoberts Maritime Security
http://www.mcrobertsmaritime.com/
Merchant Maritime Warfare Centre
http://www.mmwc.org/
Minimal Risk
http://www.minimalrisk.co.uk/
MSS
http://www.mss-uk.com

MTResolution
http://www.mtresolution.com/
MUSC
http://www.sps-global.com
Naval Guards
http://www.navalguards.com
Neptune Security
http://www.neptunemaritimesecurity.com/
NNK Group
https://www.nnkcorporation.com
NYA International
http://www.nyainternational.com
Ocean Marshalls
http://www.oceanmarshalls.com

Ocean Protective Services
http://oceanprotectionservices.com
Oceaneering International
http://www.oceaneering.com/
Olchon
http://www.olchon.co.uk/
Olive Group
http://www.olivegroup.com/
Orchid Security
http://www.orchid-office.com/
Oxberry Risk Strategies
http://www.oxberryrisk.com/maritime_services
Pilgrim Group
http://www.pilgrimsgroup.com
Pilgrim Security
http://www.pilgrimsgroup.com



Pistris
http://www.pistris.com/Index.html

Protect Asia Group
http://www.protectasia.com/

PVI Ltd
http://www.pviltd.com/

Raven Special Projects Ltd
http://www.ravenspecialprojects.com

Red Cell Security
http://www.redcellsecurity.co.uk

Redfour-MSS
http://www.redfour-group.com

Saladin Security Group
http://www.saladin-security.com/

Saladin Security
http://www.saladin-security.com/

Salama Fikira
http://www.salamafikira.com/

SMS
www.specialistmarineservices.com

Tor International
http://www.torinternational.com/

Trojan Securities International
http://www.trojansecurities.com/

Orchid Security
http://www.orchid-office.com/

Blackstone Consultancy
http://www.blackstoneconsultancy.com/

Pilgrim Group
http://www.pilgrimsgroup.com/

Maritime Risk International
http://www.maritimeriskinternational.com/

International Maritime Security
http://www.intmarsec.co.uk/

Raven Special Projects Ltd
http://www.ravenspecialprojects.com/

Salamanca Risk Management
http://www.salamancarm.com

Sea Marshalls Ltd UK
http://www.seamarshals.com

SEAL
http://www.sealsecurity.com/

Securescot
http://www.securescot.com

Securewest International
http://www.securewest.com/

Security Networking Events
http://snespecialprojects.com/

Security Networking Events
http://snespecialprojects.com/

Securoquest
http://www.securoquest.co.za

Shield Risk Consulting
http://www.shield.eu/services/maritime-security/

Shipguard
http://www.mss-uk.com

SMS
www.specialistmarineservices.com

SPS
http://www.sps-global.com

Tactical Intel
http://www.tacticalintel.com/

Thalassic
http://www.thalassic.co.uk/

Tor International
http://www.torinternational.com/

Torcuss
http://www.torcuss.co.za/

Triskle TSL
http://www.triskelservices.com

Triton Security
http://www.tritoninternationalltd.com

Trojan Securities
http://www.trojansecurities.com

Veritas International
http://www.veritas-international.com/



>GET THE TACTICAL
ADVANTAGE

Patented
Lazer Cut System

TACTICAL

Capacity: 35ltr (approx)
Material: 600D Cordura
Dimensions cms: 45 x 25 x 33
Colours:   V-Cam, Coyote, 

Green, Black

Internal hydration sleeve
Multiple compression straps
Padded Ventex back and straps
Waist strap
Grab carry handle
Velcro ID panel
2 x V-Lock
1 x D-Lock

 srp: £45.00

LAZER RECON PACK

Capacity: 45ltr (approx)
Material: 600D Cordura
Dimensions cms: 51 x 40 x 24
Colours:   V-Cam, Coyote, 

Green, Black

3 zipped compartments
Hydration system pocket
Multiple compression straps
Quick release belt strap 
Velcro ID panel
2 x V-Lock, 1 x D-Lock

 srp: £59.95

LAZER SPECIAL OPS PACK

The new Viper Tactical Lazer Cut Molle System is a lightweight and innovative 
platform that allows the user to customize and alter to their operational needs.

Using the most advanced manufacturing techniques, the Lazer Cut System 
is based on our strongest 600D Cordura which is cut out on the latest laser 
flatbed machines. It is then reinforced with tough, yet lightweight, webbing sewn 
onto the reverse side, adding strength and durability, making for a compact, 
lightweight and hard-wearing platform.

Taking any Lazer Cut System product as a platform, a totally unique operational 
tailored setup can easily be achieved by simply adding or reducing compatible 
pouches and equipment.

Our Lazer Cut System is compatible with other Molle/Modular systems.

patent number: GB2491624

ALL AVAILABLE IN

V-CAM, COYOTE, OLIVE GREEN & BLACK


