
13th December, 2017

To Whom it may concern,

We wish to inform you of the health scandal represented by the introduction on the French market,  

in  March  2017,  of  the  new  formula  of  Levothyrox.  We  would  remind  your  that  our  previous 

Levothyrox was the equivalent of your Euthyrox (or Eutirox, depending on the country).

This  medicine  was  a  monopoly  in  our  country,  so  there  was  no  alternative  for  patients  with 

hypothyroidism  or  thyroidectomy.  Under  the  pretext  of  lack  of  stability  of  the  molecule 

(levothyroxine),  our national  agency of  the drug,  the ANSM, asked the laboratory MERCK the 

production of a new formula replacing the excipient (lactose) by mannitol and citric acid . This, 

without any valid therapeutic trial since it was undertaken only on 200 healthy subjects in 72 hours, 

which does not make it possible to evaluate the side effects nor the good tolerance of Levothyrox 

in the long term. Since the Levothyrox old formula was consumed by 3 million patients in France, a 

very large level of intolerance with serious adverse side effects was expected for new formula. 

Which is exactly what happened.

Faced with this dramatic situation for tens of thousands of patients, the reaction of the MERCK 

laboratory  and  the  French  health  authorities  was  based  on  contempt.  Who benefits  from the 

crime ? The fact that the patent of the old Levothyrox will fall into the public domain on May 5, 2019 

has perhaps something to do with it ?

Faced with a petition of more than 300,000 people, the Ministry of Health has promised to urgently 

issue some generics and a small portion of the stocks of the old formula. The most important thing 

about this scandal is that at no time was there any question of producing the old formula again for  

patients who are well balanced with it. Indeed, the MERCK laboratory has planned to generalize its 

new formula in all  European countries, while definitely excluding a return to the old formula. It 

seems obvious to us,  in  such cases,  that  the interests  of  the laboratory are financial  and not 

sanitary.

Our government would have the power to force the production of the old formula but still does not  

have the will. We therefore alert you to the need to express your determination not to let yourself 

be held hostage by this monopoly situation, as we have been. You will find enclosed our letter sent 

to the President of the French Republic, which has not been answered to date, as well as our last 

press release. We will of course remain at your disposal to inform you of the unfolding of this crisis, 

which many of you risk, like us, to be the victims.

Yours faithfully, The New Levothyrox French Victims



PARIS - December 4th, 2017

PRESS RELEASE

NEW LEVOTHYROX FORMULA : A PRESCRIPTION TO HELL

What is the meaning of the silence opposed by the President to the Levothyrox scandal in spite of 
the thousands of letters our group (Les Cobayes victimes du nouveau Lévothyrox) has sent ?
Why does the Minister for Health refuse to force MERCK to produce the old formula of the drug?

Today, we would like to draw your attention on certain specific and critical elements regarding the 
Levothyrox case.

After months of procrastination, Mrs. BUZYN (French Minister for Health) is still not answering 
some of our questions. It appears that her proposition to diversify the drug offer is, in fact, likely to 
entail an increase of health expenditures and to cause old formula shortages. 

It also appears that the very aim of these shortages is to impose the new formula on patients. Why 
not produce the old formula for the 100.000 to 200.000 patients who cannot tolerate the new one ? 
Do we fear a contagion ? Some generic drugs are being suggested as a diversion.

No doubt that the explanation should be sought in financial interests rather than health care. 
To the extent that Merck has announced it will commercialize the new formula throughout Europe 
in 2018, giving French patients a choice now would be detrimental to its interests in the future. This 
would inevitably lead to massive rejection at the time the drug is introduced on other European 
markets.

The Government has the power to constrain MERCK ; why doesn’t it have the willingness to do 
so ? What interests is our Minister really defending ? What game is the ANSM (National Agency 
for Health and Drugs) playing ?

Mrs. BUZYN also wants to rebuild confidence with compulsory vaccination; does she think that 
she will be able to rebuild confidence on Levothyrox by forcing patients to take the new formula ?
Victims do not want this prescription to hell : no new formulas, no generic drugs, nothing more than 
the vital treatment that has worked on their disease for more than 20 years.

Eminent  specialists,  driven  by  laboratories,  seek  to  justify  by  all  imaginable  means  (new 
syndromes, nocebo effect, mass hysteria, drug instability) the impossible return to the old formula.
These arguments appear to be marked with the seal of absolute certainty.

However, for instance, what scientific evidence do we have that mannitol does not disrupt thyroxine 
absorption ? What are the other excipients not mentioned on the package leaflet, which cause as 
much intolerance, and what are their origins ?

Merck’s convoluted assertions remind us that certainty does not require truth. 
Nietzsche once wrote: “it is not doubt but certainty that drives you mad”.

The New Levothyrox French Victims



21 November 2017

Open letter to Emmanuel MACRON, President of the French Republic

Mister President,

Following our letter last week, we are taking this opportunity to challenge you again, 

so  that  you  take  the  measure  of  a  scandal  that  promises  to  be  of  exceptional 

magnitude and whose consequences have not yet been evaluated in terms of public 

health.

Neither the ANSM nor the pharmaceutical industry have lived up to our National 

health policy based on risk prevention medicine. Which medicine, for which society ?

How can one speak of health surveillance, prevention of iatrogenic risks when one 

creates, not only the conditions of the scandal of Levothyrox, but that one lets grow 

and  embellish  this  same scandal  by  inadmissible  procrastinations  which  can  be 

found even in ministerial communications ?

The AFFSSAPS has become the ANSM for, in particular, a strengthening of the safety 

of  the  drug.  The  ANSM has  failed  miserably  in  its  mission  of  transparency  and 

information. Should we still change his name to restore confidence? Because that's 

what it's about.

If  the  cynics  and  those  with  financial  interests  can  ignore  the  suffering  deeply 

affecting the family, professional and social life of thousands of French citizens, they 

will not be able to avoid the harmful effects of loss of confidence.

How, indeed, develop a policy of prevention without trust ? We no longer have the 

financial  means  for  a  curative  policy  and  we  depend  upon  the  goodwill  of  a 

laboratory for  that  precious task.  Lack of  information,  pharmaceutical  monopoly, 

infantilization and stigmatization of patients have here been pushed to the point of 

indecency.

How can we decide to stop the production of a vital drug and put an experimental 

formula on the market ? Who evaluated the cost, in terms of human injuries, health 

(scanners,  blood  samples,  ultrasounds),  the  consequences  of  the  expected 

intolerance of this drug experimentation at the national level? Who evaluated the 

damage of the distrust caused towards public authorities and medical authorities ?



Mr. President, make no mistake, if the victims of Levothyrox are thousands of French 

people  left  to  themselves and their  suffering is  ignored,  the  other  victim is  the 

Medicine in general. Certainly, not that of a few lobbyists or medical publications 

under the influence, but the medicine of the city, of the field, the one that derives its 

nobility from being close to the interests of the patients.  This medicine, like the 

victims of the Levothyrox scandal, has been held hostage in this affair. It remains to 

be clearly established by whom and for what reason.

The doctors were unable to comply with Articles 35 and 36 of the Code of Medical 

Ethics, stipulating patients' right to information that is fair, clear and appropriate, 

and requiring their consent in all cases. 

Regarding the effects of "internet" and "nocebo", we want to re-establish that the 

victims of intolerance to the new Levothyrox did not declare any symptoms after 

discovering information on social networks, but went on these same networks to 

seek to explain their  symptoms by default  information.  This absurd argument of 

collective hysteria is regarded as an additional manipulation.

Consequently, we ask you, Mr President, to have the old Levothyrox formula urgently 

produced, by all means at your disposal, in order to meet the national needs. 

The  measures  recently  announced  by  the  Minister  on  drug  diversification  will, 

according to our analyzes, be sorely inadequate. They even seem likely to organize 

the shortage and represent furthermore an attempt to impose the new formula. We 

can no longer tolerate the deterioration of the health of tens of thousands of our 

fellow citizens in vain.

We insist, Mr. President, on the urgency of taking action and do not doubt that you 

will personally take all effective measures to that end.

In the meantime, we ask you to accept, Mr. President of the Republic, our highest 

consideration.

The New Levothyrox French Victims


