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The 2018 Heartland Games 
wrapped up with three days of tennis 
at the Thakkar Tennis Center in 
Sebring. 

Singles took to the courts on 
Tuesday, doubles faced off on 
Wednesday, and Thursday saw mixed 
doubles in action. The entire event 
was coordinated by Earl Maslin 
of the Highlands County Tennis 
Association, who has taken on the 
role of Heartland Games tournament 
director at least six times.

Alex Pavao won gold in the 60-to-
69 singles play. He is a retired USPTA 
pro who now plays both pickleball 
and tennis at Cross Creek RV Resort 
in Arcadia. He said: “Give me a 
racquet or a paddle and I’m happy.”

Marcel Marquis is one of three 
players who made the journey 
to Sebring from Cross Creek. He 
considers it a privilege to play the 
wonderful sport of tennis and, at 74, 
hopes to continue playing for several 
more years. 

Marquis appreciated the opportu-
nity to play on the clay courts for “two 
beautiful days.” He was a bronze-med-
al winner in singles and took silver 
with his doubles partner, Frank 
Rossano, also from Cross Creek.

All three of these Cross Creek play-
ers have earned the right to play in 
the Florida Senior Games, which will 
be held in Clearwater this December.

Maslin has agreed to serve as tour-
nament director again in 2019 when 
the Heartland Games tennis tourney 
will return to the Thakkar Center, 
Feb 26-28. By that time it is hoped 
that the word has spread to other 
tennis enthusiasts in Arcadia.
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Marquis and Rossano of Cross Creek RV Resort in Arcadia.
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Cross Creek’s Alex Pavao is the gold-medal winner in the 65 to 69 year old singles bracket at the 
Heartland Games Tennis Tournament.

Marcel Marquis and Frank Rosaano of Cross 
Creek RV finished second in men’s doubles 
tennis in the 70 to 74 age bracket at the Heart-
land Games Tennis Tournament.

Pavao will compete in state games in Clear-
water this December.

The 2018 Heartland Games For 
Active Adults came to a close last 
week. They were the most successful 
Heartland Games ever, with 471 com-
petitors taking home a pile of medals: 
254 gold, 136 silver and 79 bronze. 
More of those medals were won by 
Arcadians than ever before.

One local multi-medalist was Ralph 
Ricker, an 86-year-old runner who 
came home sporting gold medals won 
in the 100- and 1500-meter races, the 
5k run and long jump. He first learned 
about the Heartland Games from a 
story in the Arcadian. 

Ricker grew up in Newburyport, 
Massachussetts, where he started 
running in 1945 while in eighth grade. 
During his high school years he 
focused on the mile and started road 
races in 1948, finishing 29th in his first 
marathon. 

In 1950, Ricker joined the U.S. Navy 
and served for four years. He worked at 
General Motors from 1955 until retir-
ing in 1987, but never worked on cars. 
His work was in electronics, where he 
tested guidance systems that took the 
astronauts to the moon and back.

He and his wife of 66 years, Marjorie, 
have eight children, 28 grandchildren, 

46 great-grandchildren and 10 great-
great grandkids. 

Ricker will continue training week-
day afternoons at Morgan Park, where 
he usually runs five kilometers as he 
plans to compete in the Florida Senior 
Games in Clearwater this December. 
There  he will meet up with runners 
from the 21 qualifying events held 
across the state.

Other locals who took part in the 
Heartland Game are listed below. 
If they won a medal it is shown as 
G=gold, S=silver, B= bronze.

Golf: Robert Matthews and Fred 
Keson, Sunrise MHP, Bill Bless and 
John Eppehimer, Craig’s RV Park

Euchre: Bob Margetin (G), Bob 
Rogers (G) and Marie Rogers (G), Cross 
Creek RV Resort

Pickleball: Gisela Boyes (G), Alex 
Pavao (G), Jacques Charlebois, Andre 
Charlebois, Terry Johnson, Cross Creek 
RV Resort, and Lisa Showalter, Arcadia 
Village.

Bowling: Andree Larrivee (G+G), 
Terry Johnson (G+G), Bob Rogers, 
Cross Creek RV Resort, Gaylynn 
Brenoel (G +B), David Tait (G+B), Don 
Shinn, Craig’s RV Park

Mah Jongg: Mary Saxton (S), Laurel 
Hill (B) and Vicki Smith, Craig’s RV Park

Cycling: Frances Sletvold (G), Craig’s 
RV Park

Tennis: Alex Pavao (G), Cross Creek 
RV Park

It was great to have so many from 
Arcadia take part in the events listed. 
It is hoped that even more will partic-
ipate when the next Heartland Games 
are held in February 2019. There is 
plenty of room for Arcadians to sign 
up for the other events as well; bridge, 

shuffleboard, swimming and table ten-
nis. New for 2019 will be the addition 
of horseshoes. 

Check the South Florida State 
College website at www.southflorida.
edu/heartlandgames for complete 
results of the 2018 Games and details 
regarding 2019. You might also like us 
on Facebook at Heartland Games For 
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Frances Sletvold of Craig’s RV Park is on her 
way to a gold medal in the Heartland Games 5k 
time trials held at Sun N Lake in Sebring.
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Ralph Ricker leads younger runners in the 5k at 
the Heartland Games.


