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Introduction to the GEReSH-CAM Project 
      

The GEReSH-Cam project (Governance and Emergence of Research in 

Humanities in Cambodia) aims to contr ibute to the effor t of improving 

Cambodia’s higher education system, particularly in the area of social 

sciences and humanities. This initiative which is co-funded by the 

Erasmus+ programme of the European Union brings together ten 

Cambodian and European institutions to support research and innovations 

in Cambodia, with a special focus on social sciences and humanities. 

     This three years project (2016-2019) has two main objectives: 

Building institutional and research competency   

     The development of research and innovation capacities cannot be 

achieved without the mastery of a set of knowledge, skills and 

competences. GEReSH-Cam project proposes tools and trainings to all the 

academic actors including:  

 Managers (Heads of faculties and departments): Training courses for 

such managers will make it possible for them to implement strategic and 

essential reforms. 

 Technical and administrative staff: Training courses for administrative 

and technical staff will contribute to the establishment of efficient 

management through various uses of appropriate office and 

administrative tools (software). 

 Teaching staff and students: Training courses for teachers and students 

will enable them to acquire a broad range of knowledge and skills to 

develop a "culture of research". 
 

An Innovative Inter-University Research Center   

     The ultimate outcome of the project will be an inter-university research 

center dedicated to the field of humanities. Teachers and students from 

various universities will be able to work on their own research projects and 

be proactive making  the research center a key player in the development of 

human sciences in Cambodia.   
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The research center will be a privileged place for researchers as well as a 

learning and researching space for master’s degree students. It will also be a 

place to create and disseminate knowledge through the organization of both 

local and international seminars, workshops and conferences. Institutional 

exchanges of good practices, knowledge, and practically useful experiences 

will be encouraged to advance the scientific and educational perspectives.  

These objectives will be achieved through the offering of trainings and 

workshops designed to address local legislation and culture. In addition, a 

practical guide reflecting the present situations of the three Cambodian 

higher education institutions involved in the project (namely, RUFA, RUPP, 

NIE) could serve as a baseline for other Cambodian universities in case they 

are interested in joining to create a similar center or to research in other 

fields. 



October 2016  - October 2019 
       Partners

Training sessions for Presidents of universities, heads 
of departments, staff of ministries
Topics:   Governance, management and planning of research and innova-
tion, International relations, Quality control, Human resources  

Location:

Training sessions for the administrative and technical 
staff of universities
Topics: Computer science, Library management, Administrative and 
financial management of projects in the field of research, innovation and 
education 

Location:

Training sessions for the teaching personnel 
Topics:  Research methodology in human sciences and language didac-
tics, Mapping of donors, new information technologies 

Location:

Training sessions for Master students in Human Sciences
Topics:  Research methodology in human sciences and language didac-
tics, Research and innovation careers in the humanities
  
Location:

October      2016
September 2017 

September 2017
March         2019

January        2018
October       2019

PHASE 1

In-depth study of research and innovation practices in the humanities in 
the Cambodian higher education institutions :RUFA, RUPP and NIE.

COORDINATED BY RUFA  

PHASE 2

COORDINATED BY AUF AND USEL

PHASE 3

Creation of an inter-university research centre. 
COORDINATED BY IRD  

In parallel of these activities

       Quality Assurance and Control 
   Coordinated by INALCO

       Communication and Dissemination
   Coordinated by INALCO

Project Management 
 Coordinated by INALCO

     This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. This publication reflects the views only of the author, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein.

GEReSH-CAM
Gouvernance et Emergence 
de la Recherche en Sciences Humaines
au Cambodge
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GEReSH-CAM Partners 

 

 

 

National Institute of Oriental Languages and Civilizations (INALCO) – 

France / Project Coordinator 

Over the centuries, INALCO has become an institution of unrivalled scope, teach-

ing languages that span across Central Europe, Africa, Asia, America and Oceania. 

No other institution or country offers such a diversity of courses and such oppor-

tunity to expand horizons or such a wealth of knowledge, all in one place. Research 

at INALCO combines area studies and academic fields, the junction of which is 

particularly innovative and fruitful in scientific terms. The researchers study lan-

guages and civilizations that are increasingly in the spotlight and are central to the 

major issues of the 21st century. Fourteen teams, often partnered with other re-

search organizations, top-class PhD programs, and a major international publishing 

service form the backbone of research at INALCO. The institution also has a pro-

ject management and knowledge transfer service. The research teams, administra-

tion offices and doctoral school are housed in a building dedicated entirely to re-

search, with access to a full range of support functions: assistance in preparing re-

search proposals and grant applications, organizing scientific events, looking for 

partnerships and funding, publication support, internal funding, and communica-

tion.  
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Research Institute for Sustainable Development (IRD) - France 

IRD has teams throughout the world working to provide advice and follow-up on the 

design and implementation of projects, facilitate the sharing of best practices, 

expertise and innovations. The French National Research Institute for Sustainable 

Development (IRD), together with its partners in the South, responds to various 

international development issues. Improving health conditions, understanding the 

evolution of societies, and preserving the environment and resources are the pillars 

of its action to achieve the Millennium Development Goals. 

IRD has several fundamental objectives: to develop knowledge, provide scientific 

answers to development issues, participate in the structuring and development of 

scientific research and training of its partners, and establish and consolidate 

sustainable scientific partnerships. 

 

 

Lithuanian University of Education Sciences (LUES) - Lithuania 
 

The Lithuanian University of Educational Sciences, established in 1935, is the 

biggest Lithuanian public institution that provides teacher education. The 

University's core task is to teach sciences of education; pedagogy and humanities; 

social sciences; formal, experimental and empirical sciences. The interaction 

between research and teaching and scientific research is carried out in the 

university’s research units.  

The University conducts scientific research on language teaching and teaches the 

language didactics in various departments and research centers. 
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Francophone University Association (AUF) - Belgium 
 

The Francophone University Association is a global network of French-speaking 

higher-education and research institutions. It was founded in 1961 and presently has 

845 members (public and private universities, institutes of higher education, 

research centers and institutions, institutional networks, and networks of university 

administrators) located throughout 111 francophone countries. 

AUF’s teams throughout the world provide advice and follow-up on the design and 

implementation of different projects, facilitate the sharing of best practices, 

expertise and innovations and provide support in the search for new partners. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
University of Latvia (UL) – Latvia 

With more than 15.000 students, 13 faculties and over 20 research institutes and 

independent study centers, the University of Latvia is one of the largest public 

multidisciplinary research universities in the Baltics. At the University of Latvia, 

studies and research are conducted in various fields: humanities, natural sciences, 

social sciences and medicine. 

Language and culture-oriented studies have always been among the top priorities at 

the University of Latvia, in particular at the Faculty of Humanities that unites 

departments of Baltic, Slavic, Romance, Germanic, English, Asian and oriental 

languages and culture studies programs. Numerous research projects are being 

carried out in the field of linguistics and didactics.  
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Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport (MoEYS) - Cambodia 

The Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport’s vision is to establish and develop 

human resources of very highest quality and ethics in order to develop a knowledge-

based society in Cambodia. In order to achieve the above vision, the ministry has the 

mission of leading, managing and developing the Education, Youth and Sport sector 

in Cambodia in response to the socio-economic and cultural development needs of 

its people and the reality of both regionalization and globalization. 

Under the Education Strategic Plan (ESP) 2014-2018, three main policies are being 

developed: 1.Ensuring equitable access for all to education services; 2. Enhancing 

the quality and relevance of learning; 3. Ensuring effective leadership and 

management of education staff at all levels. 

 

 

 
 

Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts (MCFA) - Cambodia 

The Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts aims to protect and preserve the cultural 

heritage of Cambodia. Besides the tangible heritage, the Ministry also ensures the 

preservation of several types of cultural intangible heritage such as music, dance, 

theater and practices and traditional customs.  

In the perspective of protection and preservation, the Ministry participates in 

promoting, encouraging, and developing cultural activities. It also encourages and 

promotes artistic creations and diffusion of Cambodian cultural products to expand 

their market for economic growth and poverty reduction in the country. 

Supported by the network of regional and departmental offices, the Ministry of 

Culture and Fine Arts works to increase the cultural activities, ensures compliance 

with the law on cultural heritage preservation, promotes tourism, raises local’s 

awareness about the values of their culture and the contribution of culture to the 

economy. 
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Royal University of Phnom Penh (RUPP) - Cambodia 

 
The Royal University of Phnom Penh (RUPP) is Cambodia’s oldest and biggest 

public university. It hosts more than 12,000 scholarship and full-fee paying 

students, across a diverse range of undergraduate and postgraduate programs. RUPP 

is unique in Cambodia for offering specialist degrees in many fields including 

sciences, humanities and social sciences, as well as professional degrees in those 

fields such as information technology, electronics, psychology, social work, and 

tourism. RUPP also provides Cambodia’s most well-known degree-level language 

programs through the Institute of Foreign Languages. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Royal University of Fine Arts (RUFA) - Cambodia 

 
RUFA is under the supervision of the Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts. RUFA is 

also one of the oldest higher education institution in Cambodia. Originally, RUFA 

was known as the School of Khmer Arts which opened in 1917 in the former 

workshop of the Royal Palace. 

The three main missions of the Royal University of Fine Arts are: 1. To train young 

generations of artists, architects and archaeologists 2. To carry out research in the 

field of culture and art with the aim of expanding knowledge through new 

explorations and modern technology 3. To maintain talents and encourage 

innovation in the field of culture and fine arts for education. 
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National Institute of Education (NIE) - Cambodia 

 
The National Institute of Education (NIE) offers both pre-service and in-service 

training programs. For pre-service training, NIE is responsible for producing mas-

ter’s degree in educational administration, Upper Secondary School Teachers 

(Bachelor's degree +1), and Lower Secondary School French-Khmer Teachers (Bac 

II + 2).  

 

For in-service training, NIE is obliged to upgrade leaders and staff of Provincial 

Offices of Education, Youth and Sport and upper secondary school teachers 

throughout the country. It also provide trainings to upper secondary school princi-

pals and educational inspectors. 
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1st Workshop on Developing Research Capacity in 

Social Sciences and Humanities 

 

The workshop on “Developing Research Capacity in Social Sciences and Humani-

ties” is the first of a series of workshops conducted by the project "Governance and 

Emergence of Human Sciences Research in Cambodia" also called the GEReSH-Cam 

project. Eight Higher Education Institutions (in Cambodia and Europe) and two Cam-

bodian ministries (Ministry of Education, Youth, and Sports, and Ministry of Culture 

and Fine Arts) are partners in this initiative and join hands to promote research in so-

cial sciences and humanities. Five countries participate in this capacity building project 

co-funded by Erasmus+ program of the European Union: Cambodia, France, Latvia, 

Lithuania, and Belgium.  

 

The first workshop is held in Siem Reap from 12th-17th March 2018. It is co-

organized by the Center for Khmer Studies (CKS) whose location serves as the venue 

for the workshop. Three higher education institutions of the Royal Government of 

Cambodia—The Royal University of Phnom Penh, The Royal University of Fine Arts, 

and The National Institute of Education- and two ministries—Ministry of Culture and 

Fine Arts and Ministry of Education, Youth, and Sports—are also the co-organizers of 

this workshop. The European co-organizers include Institut de Recherche pour le Dé-

veloppement (IRD), and the Institut National des Langues et Civilisations Orientales 

(Inalco).  

 

The primary aims of the workshop include (1) questioning the roles of Hu-

manities and Social Sciences in the development of knowledge and societies while 

taking into account the contributions of traditional knowledge and (2) discussing the 

modalities of collaboration as well as (3) setting the structure of an inter-HEIs research 

platform which focus on strengthening research capacity and promoting higher educa-

tion in social sciences. 

The speakers and participants in this workshop are from a wide range of fields in 

Cambodia, France, and the USA. This workshop, and those to come, expects to estab-

lish a strong link among training, research and professions to address short and long-

term needs of the country while meeting the requirements of global scientific quality in 

social sciences.  
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 Specifically, this first workshop expects to identify the available local and in-

ternational resources to work cooperatively and collaboratively not only for setting 

up an inter-HEIs research center, but also for initiating, implementing, and partici-

pating in future projects in humanities. It will also serve as an opportunity for those 

who wish to start or continue their research to plan their professional career devel-

opment and to identify or confirm needs for upcoming workshops. 
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Monday, 12th March 2018 

Topic: Setting the scene  

Master of Ceremony: Ms. Niya SEAR (MoEYS) 

 

Time Content Speaker 

8:00 – 8:30  Registration 

8:30 – 9:30 

 National Anthem   

 Welcome remarks (5’) Mr. Joseph THACH 

 Opening remarks (20’) H.E. CHET Chealy  

· President of INALCO Ms. Manuelle FRANCK 

· Deputy Head of Cooperation, EU Delegation to 

Cambodia 
Mr. Egbert WALTER 

· Advisor to the French Ambassador in Cambodia Mr. Guillaume NARJOLLET 

· Secretary of State for Higher Education H.E. YUOK Ngoy 

9:30 – 9:45  Group photo   

09:45 – 10:00  Coffee Break 

1. Setting the Scene for Social Sciences and Humanities Research:                                                     

What are social sciences and humanities? 

Moderator: Mr. Soth SOK (RUPP) 

10:00 – 10:30 
1.1. Social Sciences and Humanities in the devel-

opment of knowledge and society 
Mr. André ITEANU (CNRS) 

10:30 – 11:00 
1.2. Social Sciences and Humanities and South 

East Asia 

Ms. Manuelle FRANCK 

(INALCO) 

11:00 – 11:30 
1.3. Khmer as language of Education in Cambodia 

(20th – 21st Centuries) 

Mr. Dara NON (RUFA), 

Mr. Soth SOK (RUPP) and 

Mr. Joseph THACH 

(INALCO) 

11:30 – 12:00 
1.4. Social Sciences and Humanities’ Teaching in 

the teachers’ training program at NIE 
Mr. Ratha NY (NIE) 

12:00 – 12:15  Q&A 

12:15 – 14:00  Lunch Break 

14:00 –14:20 
1.5. Societal impacts of Social Sciences and Humanities 

research 
Mr. Natharoun NGO (CKS) 
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2. Academic Knowledge and Local Knowledge: Coexistence or one without the other? 

Moderator: Mr. Bunlay NITH (MoEYS) 

14:20 –14:40  What is the “local knowledge”? Mr. Leang UN (RUPP) 

14:40 – 15:00 
2.2. How can the “local knowledge” contribute 

to build the so-called “academic knowledge”? 
Mr. Rethy CHHEM (CDRI) 

15:00 – 15:20 
2.3. From local comprehension to academic 

discussion and local impacts 

Ms. Isabelle LEGLISE 

(SeDyL-CNRS-IRD) 

15:20 – 15:50  Coffee break 

15:50 – 17:00 

2.4. Round Table 

Moderator: Ms. Isabelle LEGLISE (SeDyL-

CNRS-IRD) 

Themes: 

- Western methodologies and social sciences vs 

Eastern application: validity, challenges, dan-

gers, etc. 

- Ethics and deontology of research in SS and 

Humanities. 

Panelists: 

Mr. Éric BOURDONNEAU 

(EFEO-CASE), 

Mr. Leang UN (RUPP), 

Mr. André ITEANU 

(CNRS), 

Mr. Choulean ANG 

(APSARA), 

Mr. Rethy CHHEM (CDRI) 

17:00 – 18:00  Free time 

18:00 – 20:00 
Cocktail dinner offered by SeDyL and hosted at EFEO 

Phum Boeng Daun Pa, Slorkram, Siem Reap 
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Time Content Speaker 

8:00 — 8:30 
Synthesis about which methodology has to be 

designed for the Khmer context? (30’) 

Ms. Isabelle LEGLISE (CNRS) 

and Mr. UN Leang (RUPP) 

8:30 — 9:00 Presentation of the GEReSH-Cam  Project Ms. Lyda SUOS (MCFA) 

9:00 — 9:45 Outcomes presentation and training activities 
Mr. Reno THOU (RUPP) and 

Mr. Dara NON (RUFA) 

9:45 -—10:15  Coffee Break 

10:15 — 12:00 

1. Panel Discussions: Research Center in 

Social Sciences and Humanities and, How 

the three HEIs can help to sustain? 

Moderator: Mr. Joseph THACH (INALCO) 

Panelists: 
 

HE BONG Sovath (RUFA) 

HE CHET Chealy (RUPP) 

HE SIENG Sovanna (NIE) 

HE LONG Ponasirivath 

(MCFA) 

HE SAMEDY Sivathana 

(MoEYS) 

12:00 — 14:00  Lunch 

14:00 — 15:00 

2. Round table: How can the future 

Research Center contribute to create the 

synergy? How can the actors of research in 

Social Sciences and Humanities in 

Cambodia work together, in term of (co-)

funding? 

Moderator: Mr. Natharoun NGO (CKS) 

Panelists: 

 

Mr. Serey SOK (RUPP), 

Mr. Puthpiseth TUN (RUFA), 

Ms. Kimha SENG (NIE), 

Mr. Sophearith SIYONN 

(MCFA), 

Mr. Guillaume NARJOLLET 

(French Embassy), 

Mr. Marc SOURIS (IRD), 

Mr. Yves PERRAUDEAU 

(French Embassy-MoEYS), 

Ms. Mariana LOSADA 

(Sciences Po-USPC) 

15:00 —15:30  Coffee Break 

Tuesday, 13th March 2018  

Topic: GEReSH-Cam   Project and Year 1  

Master of Ceremony: Mr. Soth SOK (RUPP)  
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15:30 — 16:30 Round-table: Academic collaboration and 

the recognition of academic qualifications 

 

Moderator: Mr. Soth SOK (RUPP) 

Panelists: 

 

Mr. Bunlay NITH (MoEYS), 

Mr. Ratha NY (NIE), 

Mr. Dara NON (RUFA), 

Mr. Joseph THACH 

(INALCO), 

Ms. Isabelle LEGLISE 

(SeDyL-CNRS-IRD), 

Mr. Éric BOURDONNEAU 

(EFEO-CASE), 

Ms. Gail DICKINSON 

(Texas State University - 

RUPP) 

16:30 —17:00 

Synthesis: Insight from the team experts: 

Lesson learned from the past days and what 

needs to be done 

Mr. Joseph THACH 

(INALCO)  

Mr. Limsrorn SOK (RUPP) 
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Wednesday, 14th March 2018  

 

Topic: The role of research in the promotion of material and immaterial 

heritage for a cultural tourism 

Field visit to non-tourist temples (Koh Ker), Organized by RUFA team 

 

Meeting at 7am in front of Wat Damnak entrance 
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 Thursday, 15th March 2018  
Topic: Research career life, examples from France and experiences in 

Cambodia 
 

Master of Ceremony: Ms. Claire TOVAR 

 

Time Content Speaker 

8:00 – 9:00 

The Research Center SEDYL - Structure et 

Dynamique des Langues (CNRS, IRD, 

INALC0) 

Ms. Isabelle LEGLISE (SeDyL-

CNRS-IRD) 

9:00 –10:00 

The Research Center CEPED : Centre 

Population et Développement (IRD, Univ. 

Paris Descartes) 

Mr. Etienne GÉRARD (CEPED) 

10:00-10:30  Coffee Break 

10:30-12:00 

A career as a researcher (comparison from 

France, Mexico and Africa), insights  from 

sociology 

Mr. Etienne GÉRARD (CEPED) 

12:00-14:00  Lunch 

14:00-15:00 
What does “acting as a researcher” mean? - 

Various facets of the activity 

Ms. Isabelle LEGLISE (SeDyL-

CNRS-IRD) 

15:00-16:00  Research  and publication in Cambodia Mr. Serey SOK (RUPP) 

16:00-16:15  Coffee Break 

16:15-17:15 
Experiences in research project 

management in the context of Cambodia 
Mr. Serey SOK (RUPP) 
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Friday, 16th March 2018  
 

Topic: Individual appointments, discussion with colleagues on their re-

search interest  

Aims: Being able to better identify the needs in terms of content and 

human resources for the future workshops  

 
Please contact/ask Ms. Isabelle LEGLISE or Mr. Etienne GERARD in 

order to get appointment. 
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 Abstract of contributions 
 

Monday 12th March 
 

Session 1 - Setting the scene for social sciences and humanities research: 

What are social sciences and humanities? 
 

Session Moderator: Mr. Soth SOK 
 

10:00- 10:30  “Social sciences and humanities in the development of knowledge 

and society (in general)” - Mr. André ITEANU 

 

 All around the world, men and women who make up the nations devote a 

much greater part of their reflections to questions on social, political or ethical issues 

than on technical problems raised by the natural sciences. These questions are 

always obviously or obscurely influenced by the social sciences produced by 

research. There is no good way to do social sciences and good questions to raise in a 

society. Every people has its questions and values to defend. With globalization of 

the social sciences, new questions have emerged, for example, by Indian or Chinese 

scientists, and have enriched the reflection on societies. 

However, because globalization is also exerting the pressure of a global economy on 

each country, it is possible to make a general observation.  

 Today we know two kinds of social sciences. One proposes to "repair" the 

social, the political or the ethical by targeted measures. This way of doing things is 

popular, but generally has little effect on society or can even be dangerous. In the 

second, the social sciences set themselves the task of relativising the dominant 

values of a people at a given moment. Until now, according to the societies, and the 

times, the social sciences have thus often engaged in relativising the religious and 

the political. Today, it seems to me that because of the universal importance of the 

economy, one of the goals of the social sciences could be almost everywhere in the 

world to counter the omnipotence of money. That is, to say that men are not only 

consumers, but that they also have a mind or souls that they must not stop dealing 

with.  

 

10:30– 11:00 “Social Sciences and Humanities and South East Asia” - Ms. 

Manuelle FRANCK 

 

 Social sciences concepts have been mostly developed from Western 

fieldworks. The aim of this communication is to show how some historical, 

geographical, social or cultural patterns of Southeast Asia have influenced research 

objects in different disciplines of the social sciences and have contributed to the 

elaboration of new paradigms. The example of geography, its scientific tradition and 

main research themes will highlight these interactions between a social sciences and 

Southeast Asia.  
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11:00 – 11:30 “Khmer as language of Education in Cambodia (20th – 21st  

Centuries)” - Mr. Joseph THACH, Mr. Dara NON and Mr. Soth 

SOK 

 

 Sixty-five years after independence, the choice of Khmer as the language of 

education still remains a central issue, particularly in secondary school level and that 

of higher education. We now have private schools that only offer Khmer as a 

language subject while most of the time the teachers and students converse in English 

or another language. We also have schools whose Khmer appears to be the only 

language substantially used and taught. In higher education, we have observed as well 

how French and English are competing for their role in the provision of education. As 

for research, Khmer has increasingly fewer roles to play. History may have its part of 

responsibility in placing Khmer in such a status. However, other factors like 

globalization also play their roles.  

 In this presentation, J. Thach, D Non and S. Sok will share their insights and 

concerns into various factors that place Khmer in such a status for language of 

education. They will debate for the place of Khmer language in education in 

Cambodia, more specifically in higher education and research.  

 This presentation is part of the three researchers’ investigation aiming to 

understand the role of Khmer as the language of education in Cambodia. It attempts 

to outline clear position of Khmer in the present context of development while 

Cambodia is working hard to realize her 2030 and 2050 goals.  

 

11:30 – 12:00 “Social Sciences and Humanities’ Teaching in the teachers’ 

training program at NIE” - Mr. Ratha NY 

 

 In the human resources education and training system in Cambodia, the 

teaching of humanities and social sciences is usually included in general secondary 

education, higher education and teacher training at the primary and secondary level. 

In this communication, some elements of information will be briefly explained: a 

brief history of the educational system and teachers training in the past and present, a 

presentation of teachers training in humanities and social sciences at the National 

Institute of Education (trainers’ recruitment, position, roles and research in these 

disciplines); the challenges and future directions of training human resources in 

education. 

 

14:00– 14:20 “Societal impacts of Social Sciences and Humanities research” - 

Mr. Natharoun NGO 

 

 Mr. Natharoun NGO will be presenting why its timely and strategic to start 

investing more in Research and Social Sciences in Cambodia, and what are possible 

“investments areas” and required approaches. 
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Session 2 - Academic knowledge and Local Knowledge: Coexistence or 

one without the other? 

 

Session Moderator: Mr. Bunlay NITH 

 
14:20 – 14:40 “What is the « local knowledge »?” - Mr. Leang UN 

 

 Through colonization, colonized subjects were forced to adopt/

follow Western (foreign) knowledge, mostly through modern schooling. 

After the end of colonialism, scholars argue for a paradigm shift to observe 

(none-Western) society and the world with a de-colonized mentality. 

However, this advocacy could not went through the wave of globalization/

regionalization/technologization (world-wide-web) that provide a wide 

range of global knowledge. Especially the development projects after 1990s 

solely rely on this global knowledge and the state of art of global expertise 

and disregard the local knowledge due to their monetary power. In the wake 

of a host of global crises, both natural and human-made, this global 

knowledge is called into question.  

 Recently, Peter Stoterdijk, German philosopher argues that “The 

world is turning to pluralism after American hegemony”. The question is 

how this shift is paving the way for local knowledge, especially in poor 

developing country such as Cambodia? Answering what is local knowledge, 

this talk is not about “local knowledge on what”, but rather attempt to 

discuss the methodological and theoretical foundation in “the search for 

local knowledge” in the age of interdependence and interconnection as 

well as growing speech of internationalization of higher education. 

 
15:00– 15:20  “From local comprehension to academic discussion and local 

impact” - Ms. Isabelle LEGLISE 

 

 In her presentation Isabelle LEGLISE will rely on twenty years of 

scientific practice in South America (Guyana, Brazil, Surinam) to show how in her 

eyes scholarly categorizations and emic categorizations are in constant interaction 

as well as the activities of observation, understanding , theorization and local 

involvement. She will take the example of the study of multilingualism and names 

of languages by showing how the ethnographic approach she adopts favors emic 

categorizations and aims at understanding the determinants and rationalizations of 

social actors. In a reflexive perspective, she will come back to my position of 

exteriority in the field, in a kind of long-term companionship, on the attempts to 

instrumentalize which one can be the object referring to the position of researcher-

expert and, in a critical perspective on the implications and effects of research in the 

areas of training and language policy in the areas of health and education. 
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15:50 – 17:00 Round table  

 

 Western methodologies and social sciences vs. Eastern application: validity, 

challenges, dangers, etc. 

 Ethics and deontology of research in Social Sciences and Humanities. 

 

Moderator: Ms. Isabelle LEGLISE 

 

Panelists: Mr. Choulean ANG, Mr. Eric Bourdonneau, Mr. Rethy CHHEM, Mr. 

André ITEANU, Mr. Leang UN 

 

 

Tuesday 13th March 

 
10:15– 12:00 - Panel discussion 

 

 Discussion about the Research Center in Social Sciences and Humanities, How 

the three HEIs can help to sustain it? 

 

Moderator: Mr. Joseph THACH 

 

Panelists: H.E. BONG Sovath, H.E. CHET Chealy, H.E. LONG Ponnasirivath, H.E. 

SAMEDY Sivathana, H.E. SIENG Sovanna 

 

14:00– 15:00 Round table 

 

 How can the future Research Center contribute to create the synergy?  

 How can the actors of research in Social Sciences and Humanities in Cambodia 

work together, in term of (co-)funding?   

 

Moderator: Mr. Natharoun NGO 

 

Panelists: Ms. Mariana LOSADA, Mr. Guillaume NARJOLLET, Mr. Baromey 

NETH, Mr. Yves PERRAUDEAU, Ms. Kimha SENG, Mr. Sophearith SIYONN, Mr. 

Marc SOURIS, Mr. Puthpiseth TUN 

 

15:30– 16:30 - Round table 

 

 Academic collaboration and the recognition of academic qualifications 

 

Moderator: Mr. Soth SOK 

 

Panelists: Mr. Eric BOURDONNEAU, Ms. Gail DICKINSON, Ms. Isabelle 

LEGLISE, Mr. Bunlay NITH, Mr. Dara NON, Mr. Ratha NY, Mr. Joseph THACH 
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 Thursday 15th March 
 

8:00– 9:00   “The Research Center SEDYL - Structure et Dynamique des 

Langues (CNRS, IRD, INALC0)” - Ms. Isabelle LEGLISE 

 

 Ms. Isabelle Leglise will present the Research Center SeDyL (Languages 

Structures and Dynamics). It is a linguistics research center under the aegis of the 

National Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS), the Institute of Research for 

Development (IRD) and the National Institute of Oriental Languages and 

Civilizations (INALCO). Its areas of specialization include the description, 

documentation and production of grammar and dictionary for  the world’s 

languages; the study of language contact, language variation and change; linguistic 

typology and areal typology; the study of multilingualism in different settings 

(school, health, migration) leading to the critical analysis of language policy. 

Research focuses on four regions: the Americas and French overseas territories 

(CELIA), the Baltic and Slavic areas (CELBS), the Mediterranean and Balkans, and 

Asia. 

 

9:00– 10:00   “The Research Center CEPED : Centre Population et 

Développement (IRD, Univ. Paris Descartes)” - Mr. Etienne 

GERARD 

     

 Etienne Gérard will present the Center Population and Development 

(Ceped) he directs. Ceped is a social science laboratory under the supervision of the 

French Research Institute for Development (IRD) and Paris Descartes University in 

Paris. This multidisciplinary laboratory of about one hundred members (including 

60 doctoral students) will be presented in terms of its principles of organization and 

operation. Through the example of Ceped, the presentation will strive to highlight 

the key features of the research system in France.  

 

10:30– 12:00  “A career as a researcher (comparison from France, Mexico and 

Africa), insights  from sociology” - Mr. Etienne GERARD 

     

 This presentation will cover examples of research careers in different 

countries. The presentation will seek to highlight the determinants of these research 

careers, the articulation with the national research systems, as well as the possible 

variations of these careers and the trajectories of the researchers according to these 

systems and of other parameters such as the internationalization of training. 

Examples will be drawn from European, African and Latin American countries.  
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15:00– 16:00  “Research and publication in Cambodia” - Mr. Serey SOK 

 

     This session mainly focuses on research and publication required and/or made by 

faculty members at university. This presentation is divided into four main parts: (1) 

significance/reasons of why research are required to be conducted by faculty 

members at university; (2) the importance of applied research and academic research 

at university; (3) which publication outlets are the target of faculty members at the 

university?; and (4) how to publish an academic manuscript at international peer-

reviewed journals? The session simply illustrates significance of research, and 

instruction of how to publish academic paper at an international peer-reviewed 

journal.  
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Guest Speakers 

 
 

H.E. YUOK Ngoy, Secretary of State for Higher 

Education, Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports 

 

H.E. YUOK Ngoy is currently Secretary of State for 

Higher Education under the Ministry of Education, Youth 

and Sports. After an initial training in Science in 

Cambodia, he studied Law in France (PhD student in Lyon 

3) and in the USA, then studied Agronomy in Vietnam and 

Russia. He was during more than ten years Rector of the 

Royal University of Law and Economics and published 

several research papers. H.E. YUOK is particularly 

involved in rethinking the systems of education and 

research in Cambodia and is mandated by his Excellency 

the Minister of Education, Youth and Sports, H.E. HANG 

Chuon Naron, who strongly support the project GEReSH-

Cam for the creation of a Research Center in social 

sciences and humanities in Cambodia. 

 

 

 

H.E. SAMEDY Sivathana, Under-Secretary of State, 

Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports 

H.E. SAMEDY Sivathana is the Under-Secretary of State 

in charge of higher education, francophone matter, ASEAN 

and Sports. He is particularly involved in GEReSH-Cam 

project and in the reform handled by the Ministry of 

Education, Youth and Sports for the improvement of 

higher education system in Cambodia. He obtained several 

Master degrees  in Diplomaty (Paris1-Sorbonne), in 

Political strategy (Paris 15), and in Management (European 

Business School-Paris 15). He is also internationally 

recognized in Martial arts, particularly being a member of 

the Nihon-go Karate Dojokai Federation (Japan) and 

Counselor of the National Olympic Committee of 

Cambodia.  
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H.E. LONG Ponnasirivath, Director General of 

Administration and Finance, Ministry of Culture and 

Fine Arts  

H.E. LONG Ponnasirivath is Director General of 

Administration and Finance of the Ministry of Culture and 

Fine Arts, Cambodia. Before taking the current position, 

Ponnasirivath had also served several important positions in 

the Ministry including Director General of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage (2013-2014), Deputy Director General of 

Administration (2005-2013), Vice Dean of the Department 

of Archaeology (2003-2005), and assistant to Minister of 

Culture and Fine Arts in charge of Departments of Museum 

and Heritage (1995-1998). Besides lecturing in Cultural 

Heritage Management, he is also a Board Member of the 

Royal University of Fine Arts.  While working, 

Ponnasirivath had taken the opportunity to pursue for higher 

education abroad after his B.A. in Archaeology, where he 

earned a Diploma of Curator of Cultural Conservation at 

Ecole Nationale du Patrimoine in Paris, France in 1999 and 

MBA of Cultural Heritage Management from SENGHOR 

UNIVERSITY, Alexandria, Egypt in 2003.    

 

Mr. Egbert WALTER  

Mr. Egbert WALTER is Deputy Head of Cooperation at the 

EU Delegation to Cambodia since 2014. After his studies in 

Business Administration and Economics in Münster/

Germany, Lille/France and Zaragoza/Spain, in 1997 he 

started his career in development cooperation with the 

German Agency for International Cooperation (GIZ) and 

had assignments for project management at headquarters 

and as technical advisor for industrial environmental 

management in Algeria. He joined the European 

Commission in 2006 and has worked with internal services 

and with EuropeAid, the development cooperation arm of 

the EU. In Brussels he worked inter alia on the strategic 

orientation of EU external action for the current financing 

period 2014-2020, including the expansion of international 

higher education cooperation through the Erasmus+ 

programme. In Cambodia he mainly works on cooperation 

in basic education and economic aspects such as trade and 

public financial management. 



 

30 

Guest Speakers 

 
H.E. CHET Chealy, Rector of the Royal University of 

Phnom Penh  

H.E. CHET Chealy actively involves in three realms, public, 

civil society and academic sectors in Cambodia. He began 

his work at Cambodia’s Ministry of Education, Youth and 

Sport in 1986. He served as a deputy Secretary-General of 

Accreditation Committee of Cambodia (ACC) from 2003 to 

2007 and a deputy Secretary-General of Cambodia’s 

Economic, Social and Cultural Council from 2007 to 2009. 

He was assigned by the Royal Government of Cambodia as 

Cambodia’s Alternate Representative to ASEAN 

Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights (AICHR) 

for 2009-2012 term when ASEAN Human Rights 

Declaration was developed and adopted. Chealy is now a 

vice president of Cambodian Human Rights Committee and 

Rector of Royal University of Phnom Penh. He is also 

assigned by the Royal Government as a National Expert on 

Anti-Corruption to United Nations. Dr. Chealy earned his 

MA and Ph.D. degree in International Development from 

Nagoya University, Japan in 2002.  

 
H.E. BONG Sovath, Rector of the University of Fine Arts  

H.E. BONG Sovath is the Rector of the University of Fine 

Arts. After graduating in Archaeology at this same 

University in 1994, he earned his MA and PH.D. degree in 

Archaeology from the University of Hawai’i Manoa, USA in 

2003. He is Chairman of ASEAN COCI Sub-Committee on 

Culture/CAMBODIA and Governing Board Member of the 

SEAMEO Regional Center for Archaeology and Fine 

Arts (SEAMEO/SPAFA).  

 

H.E. SIENG Sovanna, Director of the National Institute 

of Education  

H.E. Dr. SIENG Sovanna is the director of the National 

Institute of Education or NIE. He obtained his master's 

degree in Education Sciences in 2007 from Aichi University 

of Education, Japan and his PhD in Philosophy of Science in 

2010 from Okayama University, Japan. He has published 

extensively in both Science and Education fields in 

international research bulletins.  
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In 2016, he researched on competencies of secondary school 

principals in Cambodia in comparison with Asian School 

Principals' competency standards. Presently, he is 

researching on teacher utilization and teacher deployment in 

Upper Secondary school in Cambodia. Besides leading and 

managing NIE, H.E Dr. Sieng Sovanna also teaches upper 

secondary school teachers, master's degree students, school 

principals, educational inspectors and subnational education 

leaders.  

 

Ms. Manuelle FRANCK, President of INALCO  

Ms. Manuelle FRANCK is President  of the National 

Institute of Oriental Languages and Civilizations, a two 

century old higher education institution dedicated to the 

teaching and research in oriental languages and civilizations. 

As Professor of geography, she is a specialist of the human 

geography of Southeast Asia. Her researches focus on 

urbanization processes in Southeast Asian secondary cities, 

on regional geography of Southeast Asian countries and on 

regional integration in the Malacca Straits. Her publications 

address questions linked to territorial dynamics of Southeast 

Asian countries and to the metropolisation  process of 

secondary cities in Indonesia. 

 

M. Guillaume NARJOLLET, Cooperation and Cultural 

action Advisor, French Embassy 

Mr. Guillaume NARJOLLET is advisor to the French 

Ambassador in Cambodia regarding cooperation and culture 

matters. Since 2016 he is also the Director of the French 

Institute in Phnom Penh.  

 

Mr. Choulean ANG  

Mr. ANG Chouléan is an anthropologist specialized in 

Khmer studies. He is a professor of historical anthropology 

at the Royal University of Fine Arts and formerly the 

director of the department of culture of APSARA, the 

Cambodian management authority responsible for protecting 

the archaeological park of Angkor. ANG Choulean was the  
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second  Khmer person to win a Grand Prize of Fukuoka 

Prize from Japan in 2011, after Chheng Phon in 1997. 

 
Mr. Eric BOURDONNEAU, EFEO  

After a double degree in archeology (Paris I Pantheon 

Sorbonne) and "Languages, civilizations and Eastern 

societies (indianized world)" (Paris III Sorbonne 

Nouvelle), then a stay in Cambodia in 1997-1999 as 

archaeologist (national service cooperant) attached at the 

EFEO center in Siem Reap, Eric Bourdonneau supported a 

doctoral thesis in 2005 entitled "Indianization and State 

Formation in South-East Asia: a look back on thirty years 

of historiography. Materials for the study of ancient 

Cambodia ". He is currently responsible for the EFEO 

Center in Siem Reap. 

 
Mr. Rethy CHHEM, CDRI  

Mr. CHHEM Rethy is the Executive Director of the 

Cambodia Development Resource Institute (CDRI), a 

leading think-tank in Cambodia and the ASEAN region. 

He is a medical doctor, biomedical scientist, science 

diplomat, historian of medicine, and educationalist, with 

experience in global health policy and ASEAN higher 

education. He taught radiology at various universities in 

Canada, Singapore, Japan and Austria for 28 years. He 

holds an MD, a PhD in Education and a PhD in History, 

has published more than 100 scientific articles, and edited 

17 textbooks on radiology, radiology education, 

paleoradiology, philosophy of medical imaging and 

radiation sciences.  

 
Ms. Gail DICKINSON, Texas State University 

Ms. Gail DICKINSON is an associate professor in science 

education at Texas State University. Previously she spent 

10 years as an award-winning science teacher at the Liberal 

Arts and Science Academy in Austin, Texas and an 

additional eight years as a Master Teacher in the UTeach 

program at University of Texas Austin. Her research focus 

is teacher development. In 2011 Dr. Dickinson along with  
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four colleagues developed and field tested an 

interdisciplinary problem-based science course for first year 

Cambodian university students. In 2013 the team returned to 

Cambodia to conduct a six-week inquiry teaching methods 

workshop for university faculty. Every July since 2014, Dr. 

Dickinson has brought Texas State University students to 

Cambodia for study abroad. This affords her the opportunity 

to follow up with previous faculty trainees. As the 2015-

2016 Fulbright Scholar in Cambodia she worked with 

universities, NGOs and government agencies to improve 

science teaching for one year.  She is currently on 

developmental leave for one year in Cambodia where she is 

continuing her Fulbright work.  

 
Mr. Etienne GERARD, IRD  

Mr. Etienne GÉRARD is a sociologist, director of research 

at the French Research Institute for Development (IRD). 

After conducting research in Africa (Mali and Burkina Faso) 

on school education and non-academic knowledge, he 

devoted himself to the study of knowledge in learning in 

North Africa (Morocco), then to questions 

internationalization of higher education and student mobility 

in Morocco and Mexico. He extended his research to the 

training issues of scientific communities in Mexico, and the 

trajectories of Mexican students and researchers educated 

abroad. Since 2014, he has headed the Population and 

Development Center (Ceped) after being deputy director 

from 2011 to 2014.  

 
Mr. André ITEANU, CNRS       

Mr. André ITEANU is Director of Studies at the École 

Pratique des Hautes Études where he holds the Professorship 

of Religions of Oceania; He is also Director of Research at 

the French National Center for Scientific Research (CNRS). 

He has conducted research among the Orokaiva of Papua 

New Guinea and with young people in the French suburbs. 

His publications include La ronde des échanges (1984), Of 

relations and the dead (1994), and Parle et je t’écouterai. 

Récits et Traditions des Orokaiva de Papouasie-Nouvelle-

Guinée (with E. Schwimmer, 1996). He recently directed  
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two books, one in honor of Daniel Coppet, the other for the 

centenary of Louis Dumont. He has directed two 

ethnographic films that have received numerous awards: 

La lettre aux morts (2002) and Reviens demain (2009).  

 
Ms. Isabelle LEGLISE, SeDyL-CNRS-IRD  

Ms. Isabelle LEGLISE is Head of the CNRS-IRD-

INALCO SeDyL research Center. She is a senior 

researcher in Linguistics at the French National Centre for 

Scientific Research (CNRS, Paris) where she heads 

programmes on Multilingualism, Language Variation and 

Contact at the SeDyL (Structure et Dynamique des 

Langues).  The last 20 years, she has been engaged in 

research projects and scientific cooperation in French 

Guiana, Suriname and Brazil with a special focus on 

multilingualism related to migration and educational 

issues. She published widely on language variation and 

contact-induced changes, languaging and heterogeneous 

corpora, discourse analysis and language policy related to 

education and health.  

 
Ms. Mariana LOSADA, USPC—NUS  

Ms. Mariana is currently visiting research fellow at the Lee 

Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National University of 

Singapore (NUS) where she is in charge of facilitating and 

coordinating the research and teaching collaborations 

between Singapore and France. She is also in charge of 

developing new partnerships between USPC and 

institutions in Southeast Asia. Mariana holds a PhD in 

Political Science from Sciences Po where she specialized 

in the internationalization of Higher Education. During her 

doctoral studies, she was Visiting Fellow at the University 

of Oxford and the University of Chicago. Born and raised 

in Argentina, she has been studying and working abroad 

half of her life. Over the past decade, she has held 

management roles in the field of Higher Education in 

institutions such as UNESCO, UNICEF, Amue (a French 

public university consortium), AEF (a press agency 

specialized in Higher Education) and Sciences Po where 

she was in charge of all the partnerships with Southeast  



 

35 

  Guest Speakers 

 
Asia. Her experience in the public and private sector has 

spanned across areas such as internationalization strategies of 

universities, how technology changes education and 

strengthening synergies between universities and business.  

 

Mr. Natharoun NGO, CKS  

Mr. Natharoun NGO works for the Center for Khmer Studies, 

an independent research center focusing on Cambodia and its 

region, as their Country Director, since 2017.. He joined the 

non-profit sector in Asia since 2005, working with Doctors 

without Borders and then The United Nations Development 

Program in Cambodia as Head of Programs. Prior to that, he 

worked for business consulting firms in Europe and the 

United States (Ernst and Young Consulting, Cap Gemini) 

from 2000 to 2005. He holds an MBA from Paris XII 

University (1999), and an MPA from the Harvard Kennedy 

School (2015).  

 

Mr. Bunlay NITH, MoEYS  

Mr. NITH is the Deputy Director General of Higher 

Education, MoEYS. He got his PhD from Hiroshima 

University, Japan, in 2005 in Language and Culture 

Education. Upon his PhD graduation, Dr. Nith founded and 

directed the Graduate Program of Education at Royal 

University of Phnom Penh. In late 2011, he was promoted to 

be the Deputy Director General of Higher Education and has 

since been actively involved in developing and monitoring 

the implementation of policies and strategies of higher 

education sub-sector. Supporting the Higher Education 

Quality and Capacity Improvement Project, Dr. Nith plans 

and leads all higher education capacity development 

programs including organizing in-country workshops, 

sending university faculty to post graduates studies, and to 

many workshops and conferences abroad. Concerning 

academic network, Dr. Nith founded Cambodia Society for 

Research and Development (CSRD) and is currently playing 

an important role in that network. He has particular interests 

in Curriculum Development, Human Resource Development, 

Professional Development, Internationalization of Higher 

Education, Student Mobility, and Credit Transfer.  
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Mr. Dara NON, RUFA  

Mr. Dara NON is currenty acting head of Languages 

Department of Royal University of Fine Arts (RUFA), 

lecturer of general and Khmer linguistics at Royal 

University of Phnom Penh (RUPP) and associate member 

of SeDYL (Languages Structures and Dynamics, a 

linguistics research laboratory under the aegis of the 

National Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS), the 

Institute of Research for Development (IRD) and the 

National Institute of Oriental Languages and Civilizations 

(INALCO), Paris).  

Dara is also a member of the scientific and educational 

council of Manusastra project, a cooperation between 

France, Cambodia and Laos for research training in the 

Humanities. He obtained a Master and a PhD in 

"theoretical and descriptive linguistics" from Paris Diderot 

University in 2007 and 2014 respectively.  

His research focuses on the semantics and syntax of 

modern Khmer including both oral and written aspects of 

the language. The subject of his thesis is the complex noun 

phrase in modern Khmer. 

 

Mr. Ratha NY, NIE  

Trainer of French teachers and responsible of the French 

teachers’ training section at the National Institute of 

Education (NIE). Currently, Mr. Ratha NY is a lecturer in 

Educational Sciences at NIE. He teaches in the Master of 

Arts in Educational Administration program (MA-Admin) 

and in the training program of educational inspectors as 

well as the vocational training of high school principals. 

Mr. Ratha NY is a member of the research team at NIE for 

institutional development projects and teaching and 

learning methods in Cambodia. His research focuses on the 

management of personal skills in education, the training of 

secondary school teachers, teaching and learning methods. 

Here are some of his publications: "Competencies of 

secondary school principals in Cambodia in comparison 

with ASEAN school principals' competency 

standards" (2017); "For a quality approach on professional  
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ground: the training of secondary school teachers in 

Cambodia (2016); "How can a research approach, in its 

professional field, change the professional's perception of 

his profession? (2011); Volume 3: Reading and listening 

activities, oral and written, 296 pages, with audio CD 

(2009). 

 

Mr. Yves PERRAUDEAU, MoEYS-French Embassy  

After starting his career as a teacher-researcher at the 

University of Nantes in the 1980s, Yves Perraudeau took 

various administrative and scientific responsibilities. In 

particular, he is responsible for the Master "Shipping - 

Trading" in Nantes and then in Ho Chi Minh; Later, Mr. 

PERRAUDEAU served as the Director of the IUP Finance 

Banking Insurance and Maritime Logistics and Director of 

the Institute of Economics and Management of Nantes - 

IAE. He also served as Project manager for cooperation 

with South-East Asia for the President of the University of 

Nantes. Since December 2014, he is appointed as the 

International technical expert attached to the French 

Embassy in Cambodia, and as Advisor to the Minister of 

Education, Youth and Sport.  

 

Ms. Kimha SENG, NIE  

Ms. Kimha SENG is a coordinator of French Teacher 

Training at the National Institute of Education. She is in 

charge of the formal education and life-long learning of 

secondary school French language teachers. She also 

manages educational projects in partnership with French-

speaking institutions (e.g. French Embassy, IFC, OIF, AUF, 

French universities). She was developing new official 

French programs for high school "All Together" from levels 

1 to 3. She got a Master's degree in Education from the 

University of Alberta in Canada in 2000, and a Master's 

degree from the University of Caen Basse-Normandie in 

2009.  
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Mr. Sophearith SIYONN, MCFA  

Mr. SIYONN Sophearith is a Director of Statistics and 

Planning of the Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts. He is also 

a lecturer of Cambodian History at the Royal University of 

Fine Arts, Phnom Penh, Cambodia. He did his graduate 

work at the University of California, Berkeley focusing on 

Hindu mythology and religious practices in Cambodia. 

Sophearith has written a book entitled Pidan in Khmer 

Culture. He has published a number of articles, including 

"The Life of the Ramayana in Ancient Cambodia: A Study 

of the Political, Religious and Ethical Roles of an Epic Tale 

in Real Time (I and II)," in Udaya, Journal of Khmer 

Studies; and "Depictions of chess playing on ancient bas-

reliefs" in Khmer Renaissance.  

 

Mr. Limsrorn SOK, RUPP  

Mr. SOK Limsrorn obtains his PhD in Sciences of 

Translation from Caen University, France, in 2014 : « How 

to translate the French Idiom to Khmer ? ». Now, he is 

Deputy director of French Department – IFL – Royal 

University of Phnom Penh where he teaches French 

Language and Translation Fr-Kh. Accredited by the French 

Embassy, he also works as a translator and interpreter for 

the translation office at RUPP. He participated in several 

translation guides for AUF and OIF and in the publication 

of a trilingual glossary, Khmer-French-Vietnamese-Lao, on 

Professional Training. On the other hand, he involves in 

IBBy Cambodia, association of promotion to young people 

reading.  

 

Mr. Serey SOK, RUPP  

Mr. SOK Serey is a faculty member at Research Office of 

the Royal University of Phnom Penh. Internationally, he has 

been appointed as a Senior Visiting Fellow at Academy of 

Korea Studies, South Korea and a Visiting Scholar at 

University of Washington, USA, at Massachusetts Institute 

of Technology (MIT), USA, the University Technology 

Malaysia (UTM), Malaysia and the Central European 

University (CEU), Hungary. Serey completed his PhD in  
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human geography at Hong Kong Baptist University (Hong 

Kong) in 2013 and MSC in regional and rural development 

at Asian Institute of Technology (Thailand) in 2015. Since 

1999, he has worked with various NGOs and UN agencies 

in Cambodia and Thailand. In these recent years, Serey is 

an active academic researcher; his academic papers have 

been published in international peer-reviewed manuscripts. 

Moreover, he is a peer reviewer for Geoforum, Asian 

Politics & Policy, Agricultural Science Research Journal, 

International Journal of Environment and Sustainable 

Development (IJESD), Journal of Agricultural Science, 

Journal of Environmental Planning and Management Water 

resources and rural development. 

 
Mr. Soth SOK, RUPP  

Mr. SOK Soth is an applied linguist by training. He 

graduated from the English Department of the Institute of 

Foreign Languages in 2000 and got his MA in English 

language teaching from De La Salle University, the 

Philippines in 2005. In 2014, he got his PhD in Education 

from Victoria University, Australia.  

Presently, Soth is the Dean of the Faculty of Education, 

Royal University of Phnom Penh. His research interests 

include teaching methodology, language and culture, 

literacy practices, lifelong learning, and school dropout.  

He is a co-author of the research entitled “School dropout 

in Cambodia: A case of Phnom Penh and Kampong Speu”. 

The research report is available at https://

www.academia.edu/29062317/

School_dropout_in_Cambodia_A_case_of_Phnom_Penh_a

nd_Kampong_Speu.  

 

Mr. Marc SOURIS, IRD  

Mr. Marc Souris is director of research at the Institute for 

Research for Development (IRD), in the Research Center 

"Emergence of viral pathologies". He holds a PhD in 

Computer Science. Mr. Marc Souris is since 2017 

representative of the IRD in Cambodia, based in Phnom  
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Penh, having been since 2013 representative of the IRD for 

Laos and Cambodia, based in Vientiane. He ensures the 

representation and the promotion of the Institute with the 

local and international authorities, the coordination and the 

animation of the scientific programs, the scientific and 

institutional prospective of the actions of the IRD, the 

development of the partnerships.  

 

Ms. Lyda SUOS, MCFA  

Ms. Lyda SUOS, Master degree of Arts in Education and 

Training, Montpellier II University, France.  She works as 

deputy chief of bureau at International Cultural Cooperation 

and ASEAN Affairs Department, Ministry of Culture and 

Fine Arts. She is involved in monitoring committee of the 

GEReSH-Cam project since 2016.  

 

Mr. Joseph THACH, INALCO-IRD   

Mr. Joseph THACH is a linguist on Khmer language, 

Associate Professor at INALCO (National Institute of 

Oriental Studies, Paris). Since September 2017 he is on 

secondment at the Institut de Recherche pour le 

Développement (IRD, France) for three years and is based 

at the Royal University of Phnom Penh campus.  

In addition to his research and publications in linguistics on 

«Utterance and its components, forms, arrangements, 

referencing», Axis 1 of the research Unit SeDyL, since 

2011, he has been conducting three projects in Humanities 

with three higher education institutions in Cambodia: the 

Royal University of Fine Arts (RUFA), the Royal 

University of Phnom Penh (RUPP) and the National 

Institute of Education (NIE). 

Joseph’s first project, Manusastra, concerns teaching 

curricula in humanities at bachelor’s and master’s degree 

level. His second project is a multidisciplinary research 

project in humanities: «CAMNAM: Collective Memory in 

the Khmer space, linguistic, ethnological and historical 

approaches». This project is funded by the World Bank and  
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the City of Paris under the “Emergences Program”. Since 

2016, he has been coordinating an EU Project (Erasmus + 

KA2) related to the Governance and Emergence of research 

in humanities in Cambodia (GEReSH-Cam  ). 

 
Mr. Reno THOU, RUPP  

Mr. Thou Reno is head of RUPP Research office since 2016 

where he has worked for 15 years. He earned his MA degree 

in Educational administration from Manila University in the 

Philippines in 2001. 

 

Mr. Puthpiseth TUN, RUFA  
After graduating in Archaeology in 2006 at Royal University 

of Fine Arts, TUN Puthpiseth earned his M.A in history of 

Art from University of Sorbonne Nouvelle-Paris III and his 

PhD in the same field from University of Sorbonne Paris IV 

in France in 2015. He is currently a director of Academic 

Affairs office and a lecturer of History of Khmer Art at 

Royal University of Fine Arts. 

 

Mr. Leang UN, RUPP  
Mr. UN Leang, Ph.D. has served as the Dean of the Faculty 

of Social Sciences and Humanities at the Royal University of 

Phnom (RUPP) since 2016.  After obtaining his first degree 

in Philosophy from RUPP, he then went to pursue his master 

degree in Philosophy from Atenoe de Manila University in 

the Philippines and a Ph.D. in Social and Behavourial 

Science from the University of Amsterdam in the 

Netherlands. Immediately after completed his doctoral 

studies in 2011, he became more engaged in the education 

sector, through his various positions at the Ministry of 

Education, youth and Sport as well as with a number of 

international development organizations, especially through 

his extensive international engagement both in practical and 

intellectual exercises. These engagements have allowed him 

to see and reflect on the relationship between education and 

development. His research interest is on education policy 

and discourses and its contribution to development with the 

recent shift to include social sciences and philosophy. 
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 Useful information 
 

The GEReSH-Cam project will provide refreshments twice a day. Lunches, dinners, 

accommodation and transportation are shouldered by the participants themselves. 

 

On Wednesday, there will be a fieldtrip visit to Koh Ker temple. The trip will be 

accompanied by a specialist in History of Art and Archeology. The organizer is in 

charge of entrance fees for all participants (Cambodian and foreigners). However, 

transportation and meals will be the responsibility of the participants. 

Transportation fees can be paid during registration on the first day (Monday 12th 

March).  

 

 

Workshop locations: 
 

All workshop sessions will be at the Center for Khmer Studies—CKS— in Wat 

Damnak pagoda (Wat Bo Road, Siem Reap).  

 

On Monday evening, there will be a cocktail dinner offered by the French Research 

Center SeDyL at the Ecole Française d’Extrême-Orient—EFEO— (River Road, 

Siem Reap). 

 

 

Contact persons: 

 
M. Dara Non,  RUFA: +855 (0) 69 85 03 90 (Dara Speaks Khmer, 

French and English) 

M. Joseph Thach,  Project Coordinator, INALCO: joseph.thach@inalco.fr, 

+855 (0) 89 420 947  
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Workshop location 
Center for Khmer Studies 

 Cocktail Dinner location 
EFEO 
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